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AL 


K ORAN. 


CHAP. X. 


Intjtled, Jonas*; revealed at Mecca. 


In the baie of the moft mercrful Gop. 


Itis a ftrange thing unto the men of MeccAy 

that we have revealed our will unto a man 
from among them‘, faying, Denounce threats unto 
men if they believe not; and bear good tidings 
unto thofe who believe, that on the merit of their fin- 
cerity they have an intereft with their Lorp? The un-.. 
believers fay, This is manifeft forcery*. Verily your 
Lorp is Gop, who hath created the heavens and the 
earth in fix days; and then afcended his throne, to 
take on himfelf the government of all things. There 
‘is no interceffor, but by his permiffion®. Thisis Gop, 


é 


A L. R. Thefe are the figns of the wife book. 


* This prophet is mentioned to- ing the Koran. According to the 


wards the end of the chapter, p. 13. reading of fome copies, the words 
> See the Prelim. Difc. fe&t. III. may he- rendered, This man (i. e. 

p- 78, 79. Mohammed) is no other than a ma- 
© Aman from among them.] And __ -nifeft forcerer. 

not one of the moft powerful among . © There is no interceffor but by his 


it was a wonder Gob could find Gge, SygSted to refute the foolifh opinion of 

no other meffenger than the orpha€ ,: the idolatrous Meccans, who imagin- 

pupil of Abu Taleb (1). ¥° ed their idols were interceflors witt, 
This is manifeft forcery.] Mean- Gop for them. 


them ncither; fo that the Korcith fj > Sipe oc Thefe words were ree 


(1) AlBrrpawi. - 
VOL, Il, LA your 
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your Lorn; therefore ferve him. Will ye not con- 
fider? Unto him fhall ye all return, according to the 
certain promife of Gop: for he producethacreature, 
and then caufeth it to return again; that he may re- 
ward @ofe who believe, and do that which is right, 
with equity. But as for the unbelievers, they fhall 
drink boiling watcr, and they fhall fuffer a grievous 
punifhment, for that they have difbelieved. It is 
he who hath ordained the fun to fhine by day, and 
the moon for alight by night; and hath appointed 
her ftations, that ye might know the number of years, 
and the computation of time. Gop hath not created 
this, but with truth. He explaineth his figns unto 
people who underftand. Moreover in the viciffitude 
of night and day, and whatever Gop hath created in 
heaven and earth, are furely figns unto men who fear 
him. Verily they who hope not to meet us at the 
laft day, and delight in this prefent life, and reft fe- 
curely in the fame, and who are negligent of our 
figns; their dwelling fhall be hell-fire, for that which 
they have deferved. But as to thofe who believe, 
and work righteoufnefs, their Lorp will dire& them 
becaufe of their faith ; they fhall have rivers flowing 
through gardens of pleafure. Their prayer therein 
fhall be, Praife be unto thee, O Gop! and their 
falutation‘ therein fhall be, Peace! and the end of 
their prayer fhall be, Praife be unto Gop, the Lorp 
of all creatures! If Gop fhould caufe evil to haften 
unto men, according to their defire of haftening 
good, verily their end hath been decreed. Where- 
fore we fuffer thofe who hope not to mect us at the 
refurreclion, to wander amazcdly in their error. 
When evil befalleth a man, he prayeth unto us lying 
on his fide, or fitting, or ftanding®*: but when we 
deliver him from his affli&ion, he continueth his for- 
mer courfe of life, as though he had not called upon 
us to defend him agaipft 'the.evil which had befallen 


* Their Sonne either‘ the," € Lying, or fitting, or fending 
mutual falutation of the bleffed tone: ‘i: e. in all poftures, and at a 
iin or that of the angels forthe. tinpes 

ed. 





him, 
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him. Thus was that which the tranfereffors com- 
mitted prepared for them. We have formerly de- 
ftroyed the generations who were before you, O men 
of Mecca, when they had aéted unjuftly, and our 
apoftles had come unto them with evident minacles, 
and they would not believe. Thus do we reward the 
wicked people. Afterwards we did caufe you to fuc- 
ceed them in the earth; that we might fee how ye 
would a&. When our evident figns are recited unto 
them, they who hope not to meet us at the refur- 
rection, fay, Bring a different Koran from this; or 
make fome change therein. Anfwer, Itis not fit for 
me, that I fhould change it at my pleafure: I follow 
that only which is revealed unto me. Verily I fear, 
if I fhould be difobedient unto my Lorp, the punifh- 
ment of the great day. Say, If Gon had fo pleafed, 
I had not read it unto you, neither had I taught you 
the fame. I have already dwelt among you to the 
age of forty years", before I received it. Do ye 
not therefore underftand? And who is morc unjuft 
than he who devifcth a lic againft Gop, or accufeth 
his figns of falfehood? Surcly the wicked fhall not 
profper. They worfhip befides Gop, that which can 
neither hurt them nor profit them; and they fay, 
Thefe are our interceffors with Gop‘. Anfwer, Will 
ye tell Gop that which he knoweth not, neither in 
heaven nor in earth*; Praife be unto him! and far 
be that from him, which they affociate with him! 
Men were profeffors of one rcligion only', but they 


diffented 


could be taught him by none but 


h To the age of forty years.] For 
Gob. 


fo old was Mohammed before he took 


upon him to he a prophet (1); du- 
ring which time his fellow-citizens 
well knew that he had not applied 
himfelf to learning of any fort, nor 
frequented learned men, nor had 
ever exercifed himfelf in compofing 
verfes, or orations, whereby he might 
acquire the att of rhetoric, or ele- 
gance of fpcech (2). A flagrant proof, 
fays al Beidawi, that this book 

A2 


(1) See the Prelim. Dif. p. 56. 
(2) 


i Sce the Prelim. Dif. fe&. I. p. 
1Q, &c. 

k Will ye tell Gon that which he 
knowcth not, &c.| viz. That he hath 
equals or companions either in hea- 
ven or on_tafth, fince he acknow- 


ledgethatage ? - 
‘a ye profeffors of one reli- 
gion om mo That is to fay, the 


true religion, or Iflam, which was 
generally 


ABULFED, vit. Moh. c. 7. 


See the Prelim. Dif. p. 35, &c. 
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diffented therefrom ; and if a decree had not previ- 
oufly iffued from thy Lorp, deferring their punifh- 
ment, verily the matter had been decided between 
them,:concerning which they difagreed. They fay, 
Unlefs a fign be fent down unto him from his Lorn, 
‘we will not believe. Anfwer, Verily that which is 
hidden is known only unto Gop: wait therefore the 
pleafure of GOD; and I alfo will wait with you. And 
when we caufed the men of Mecca to tafte mercy, 
after an affliGtion which had befallen them, behold, 
they devifed a ftratagem againft our figns™. Say 
untothem, Govismore fwiftinexccuting a ftratagem 
than ye. Verily our meffengers" write down that 
which ye deceitfully devife. Itis he who hath given 
you conveniencies for travelling by land and by fea; 
fo that ye be in fhips, which fail with them, with a 
favourable wind, and they rejoice therein. And when 
a tempeftuous wind overtaketh them, and waves 
come upon them from every fide, and they think 
themfelvesto be encompaffed with inevitable dangers ; 
they call upon Gop, exhibiting the pure religion 
unto him®, and faying, Verily, if thou deliver us 
from this peril, we will be of thofe who give thanks. 
But when he hath delivered them, behold, they be- 
have themfelves infolently in the earth, without 
juftice. O men, Verily the violence which ye com- 
mit againft your own fouls, is for the enjoyment of 
this prefent life only; afterwards unto us fhall ye re- 


generally profeffed, as fome fay, till 
Abel was murdered, oy, as others, 
till the days of Noah. Some fup- 

ofe the firft ages after the flood are 
cre intended; others, the flate of 
religion in Arabia, from the time of 
Abraham to that of Amru Ebn Lo- 
hai, the great introducer of idolatry 
into that country. 

m And when we caufed thofe of 
Mecca to tafte mercy after affli€tion, 
oak For it is faid that ¢hey were 
affli&ed with a dearth’ fay feven 
years, fo that they were ‘very tear 


perithing but were no fooner relieved 
y Gon’s fending them plenty, than 
they began again to charge Moham- 
med with impofture, and to ridicule 
his revelations (1). 

» Our meffengers.] i.e. The guar- 
dian angels. 

® Exhibiting the pure religion unto 
him.] That is, applying emfelvcs 
to God only, and negleéting their 
idols; their fears direfting thém in 
fuch an extremity, to afk help of hima 
only who could give it, 


4 


(3) Al Berpawt. 


turn, 
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turn, and we will declare unto you that which ye 
have done. Verily the likenefs of this prefent life is 
no other than as water, which we fend down from. 
heaven, and wherewith the produ€tions of the earth 
are mixed, of which men eat, and cattle alfo, until 
the earth receive its vefture, and be adorned with 
various plants: the inhabitants thereof imagine that 
they have power over the fame; but our command 
cometh unto it by night, or by day, and we render 
it as though it had been mowen, as though it had not 
yefterday abounded with fruits. Thus do we explain 
our figns unto people who confider. Gop inviteth 
unto the dwelling of peace ’, and diref&teth whom he 
pleafeth into tie right way. They who do right 
fhall receive a moft exccilent reward, and a fuper- 
abundant addition’; neither blacknefs', nor fhame 
fhall.cover their faces. Thefe fhall be the inhabitants 
of paradife, they fhall continue therein forever. But 
they who commit evil fhall receive the reward of evil, 
equal thereunto’, and they fhall be covered with 
fhame, (for they fhall have no proteétor againft 
Gop,) as though their faces were covered with the 
profound darknefs of the night. Thefe fhall be the 
inhabitants of hell-fire; they fhall remain therein for 
ever. On the day of the refurreétion we will gather 
them al] together; then will we fay unto the idolaters, 
Get yc to your place, ye and yourcompanions': and 
we will feparate them from one another; and their 
companions fhall fay unto them, Ye did not worfhip 
us”, and Gop isa fufficient witnefs between us and 

me ee 


® Unto the dwelling of peace.| viz. _ their deferts, yet Gon will not pu- 


their demerits, 


Paradife. 

4 And a fuperabundant Tega 
For their reward will vaftly excee 
the merit of their good works. Al 
Ghazali fuppofes this additional re- 
compenfe will be the beatific vifion 

1). 
; See the Prelim. Dif. p. 114, &c. 
® Equal thereunto.] i.e. Though 


the bleffed will be rewarded as a 


nifh any beyond 
but treat them with the exactelt juf- 
tice. 

t And your companions.] That 
is, your idols, or the companions 
which ye attributed unto Gop. 

" Ye did not worfhip us.}] But ye 
really worfhipped your own lufts; 
and were feduced to idolatry, not 
by us, but by your own fuperfti- 


3 tious 


(1) Seethe Prelim. Dif. p. 133. 
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you; ‘either did we mind your worfhipping of us. 
There fhall every foul experience” that which it fhall 
have fent before it*, and they fhall be brought be- 
fore Gon, their true Lorp; and the falfe deities 
which they vainly imagined, fhall difappear from 
before them. Say, Who provideth you food from 
heaven and earth? or who hath the abfolute power 
over the hearing and the fight? and who bringeth 
forth the living from the dead, and bringeth forth 
the dead from the living? and who governcth all 
things? They will furely anfwer,Gop. Say, Will 
ye not therefore fear him? This is therefore Gon, 
your true Lorp: and what remaineth there after 
truth, except error? How therefore are ye turned 
afide from the truth? Thus is the word of thy Lorp 
verified upon them who do wickedly; that they be- 
lieve not. Say, Is there any of your companions 
who produceth a creature, and then caufeth it to re- 
turn unto himfelf? Say, Gop produceth a creature, 
and then caufeth it to return unto himfelf. How 
therefore are ye turned afide from his worfhip? Say, 
Is there any of your companions who direéteth unto 
the truth? Say, Gop direéeth unto the truth. 
Whether is he therefore, who directeth unto the 
truth, more worthy to be followed; or he who di- 
recteth not, unlefs he be directed 2? What aileth you 
therefore, that ye judge as yedo? ‘And the greater 
part of them follow an uncertain opinion only; but 
a mere opinion attaincth not unto any truth. Verily 
Gop knoweth that which they do. This Koran 
could not have been compofed by any except Gon; 
but itis a confirmation of that which was revealed 
beforc it, and an explanation of the f{cripture; there 
is no doubt thereof; fent down from the Lorp of all 


tious fancies. It is pretended, that @worfhip of the Pagan Arabs, are pa- 
Gop will, at the laff day, enable the ticularly intended in this place. 

idols to {peak, and that they will ~ Shall experience.] Some copies, 
thus reproach their worlhippers,.in- —_inftead of Tablu, read Tatlu, i. e. fhall 
ftead of interceding for them, as follow or meditate upon. 

they hoped. Some fuppofe the ah- * Sec chap. 2. p. 19 note P. 

gels, who were alfo objcéts of the 


creatures, 
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creatures. Willthey fay, Monammep hath’ forged 
it? Anfwer, Bring therefore a chapter like unto it; 
and call whom ye may to youraffiftance, befides Gon, 
if ye {peak truth. But they have charged that 
with falfehood, the knowledge whereof they do not 
comprehend, neither hath the interpretation thereof 
come unto them. In the fame manner did thofe 
who were before them, accufe their prophets of im- 
pofture; but behold, what was the end of the un- 
jult. There are fome of them who believe therein; 
and there are fome of them who believe not there- 
in’: and thy Lorp well knoweth the corrupt doers. 
If they accufe thee of impofture, fay, I have my 
work, and ye have your work; ye {hall be clear of 
that which I do, and I will be clear of that which ye 
do. There are fome of them who hearken unto thee; 
but wilt thou make the deaf to hear, although they 
do not underftand? And there are fome of them who 
look at thee; but wilt thou direét the blind, although 
they fee not*? Verily, Gop will not deal unjuftly 
with men in any refpeét: but men deal unjuftly with 
their own fouls*.; Ona certain day he will gather 
them together, as though they had not tarried’ above 


an hour of a day: they fhall knaw anc another‘. 
Then 


Y There are fome of them who _ be. 
lieve therem, &c.| i. e There are 
fome of them who ure miwardly well 
fatistied of the truth of thy do@iine, 
though they are fo wicked as to op- 
pofe it; and there are others of 
them who believe it not, through 
prejudice and want of confideration. 
Or the paffage may be underttood 
in the future tenfe, of fome wha 
fhould afterwards believe, and re- 
pent, and of others who fhould die 
infidels (1). 

% There are fome of them who 
hearken unto thee; but wilt thou 
make the deafto hear, &c.] Thefe 
words wore revealed on account of 
certain Meccans, who feemed to ate 
send while Mohammed read the Ko- 


(1) Al Brrpawt. 


ran to them, or inflruéted them in 
any point of religion, but yet were 
as far from being convinced or edi- 
fied, as it they had not heard him at 
all (2). 
Nae will not deal unjuftly with 
1; but they deal unjuftly with 
1own fouls | For Gop deprives 
uo not of their fenfes. or under 
ding : but they conupt and make 
ll ufe of them, 
4 Asthongh they had not tarried.] 
Either in the world, or im the grave. 

© They fhall know one another. ] 
Asif it were but a little while fince 
they parted. But this will happen 
during the firlt moments only of 
the refurreétion; tor afterwards the 
terror of the day will diflurb and 


(2) Idem. See chap 6, 
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Then fhall they perifh who have denied the meeting 
of Gop; and were not rightly direfted. Whe- 
ther we caufe thee to fee a part of the punifhment 
wherewith we have threatened them, or whether we 
caufe thee to die before thou fee it ; unto us fhall they 
return: then fhall Gop be witnefs of that which they 
do. Unto every nation hath an apoftle been fent: 
and when their apoftle came, the matter was decided 
between them with equity’; and they were not 
treated unjuftly. The unbelievers fay, When will 
this threatening be made good, if ye fpeak truth? 
Anfwer, I am able neither to procure advantage 
unto myfelf, nor to avert mifchief from me, but as 
Gop pleafeth. Unto every nation is a fixed term 
decreed; when their term therefore is expired, they 
fhall not have refpite for an hour, neither fhall their 
punifhment be anticipated. Say, Tell me; if the 
punifhment of GOD overtake you by night, or by 
day, what part thereof will the ungodly wifh to be 
haftened? When it falleth on you, do ye then believe 
it? Now do ye believe, and wifh it far from you, 
when as ye formerly defired it fhould be haftened ? 
Then fhall it be faid unto the wicked, Tafte ye the 
punifhment of eternity ; would ye receive other than 
the reward of that which ye have wrought? They will 
defire to know of thec, whether this be true. Anfwer, 
Yea, by my Lorp, it is certainly true; ncither fhall 
ye weaken GOD'’s power, fo as to efcape it. Verily, 
if every foul which hath a&led wickedly had what- 
ever is on the earth, it would willingly redeem itfelf 
therewith at the laft day. Yet they will conceal their 
repentance®, after they fhal] have feen the punifh- 
See Sencha on deine ee 

¢ The matter was decided hetween of the ufe of fpeech (3). Some, 


them with equity.] By oe however, underftand the verb which 
the prophet, and thofe who believe is here rendered, Will conceal, in the 


on him, and deftroying the obftinate 
infidels, 

© They will conceal their repen- 
tance.] To hide their fhame and 


(1) Al Berpaw1. 


(2) JALLALO’DDIN. 


contrary fignification, which it fome- 
times bears; and then it muft be tranf- 
lated, They will openly declare their 
repentance, &c. 


(3) Al Bexpawr. 
ment 4 
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ment: and the matter fhall be decided between them 
with equity ; and they fhall not be unjuftly treated. 
Doth not whatfoever is in heaven and onearth belong 
unto Gop? Is not the promife of Gop true? But 
the greater part of them know it not. He giveth 
life, and he caufeth to die; and unto him fhall ye 
all return. O men, now hath an admonition come 
unto you from your Lorp, and a remedy for the 
doubts which are in your breafts; and a direction, 
and mercy unto the true believers. Say, Through the 
grace of Gon, and his mercy: therein therefore let 
them rejoice: this willbe better than what they heap 
together of worldly riches. Say, Tell me; of that 
whith Gop hath fent down unto you for food, have 
ye declared part to be lawful, and other part to be 
unlawful’? Say, Hath Gop permitted you to make 
this diftinétion ? ordo ye devifea lie concerning Gop? 
But what will be the opinion of thofe who devife a 
lie concerning Gop, on the day of the refurrection ? 
Verily Gop is endued with beneficence towards man- 
kind; but the greater part of them do not give 
thanks. Thou fhalt be engaged inno bufinefs, neither 
fhalt thou be employed in meditating on any paflage 
ofthe Koran; nor fhall ye do any action, but we 
will be witneffes over you, when ye are employed 
thercin. Nor is fo much as the weight of an ant® 
hidden from thy Lorn in earth or in heaven’: neither 
is there any thing leffer than that, or greater, but it is 
written in the perfpicuous book®. Are not the 
friends of Gop, the perfons on whom no fear fhall 
come, and who fhall not be grieved? They who be- 
lieve and fear GOD, fhall receive good tidings in 
this life, and in that which is to come. There is no 
change in the words of Gop. This fhall be 
great felicity. Let not their difcourfe ' grieve thee ; 
for all might belongeth unto Gun: he both heareth 


"See chap. 6. © See chap. 4. 1 Their difcourfe.] viz. The ime 
B The perfpicuous book.] The ious and rebellious talk of the in- 
preferved table, wherein Gop’s de- _fidels, 


gices are secorded, 


and 
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andknoweth. Isnot whoever dwelleth in heaven and 
on earth, fubje&t untoGop? What therefore do they 
follow, who invoke idols, befides Gop? They follow 
nothing buta vain opinion; and they only utter lies. 
It is he who hath ordained the night for you, that ye 
may take your reft therein, and the clear day for 
labour: verily herein are figns unto people who 
hearken. They fay, Gop hath begouten children: 
Gop forbid! He is felf-fufficient. Unto him be- 
longeth whatfoever is in heaven and on earth: ye 
have no demonftrative proof of this. Do ye fpeak 
of Gop that which ye know not? Say, Verily they 
who imagine a lie concerning Gop, fhall not profper. 
They may enjoy aprovifion in this world; butafter- 
wards unto us fhall they return, and we will then’ 
caufe them to tafte a grievous punifhment, for that 
they were unbelicvers. Rehearfe unto them the 
hiftory of Noan*: when he faid unto his people, 
G my people, if my {tanding forth among you, and 
my warning you of the figns of Gon, be grievous 
unto you; in Gop do I put my truft. Therefore 
Jay your defign again{ft mc, and affemble your falfe 
gods; but let not your defign be carried on by you 
in the dark: then come forth againft me, and delay 
not. And if ye turnafide from my admonitions, I alk 
not any reward of you for the fame’; I expeét my re- 
ward from Gopalone,andI am commanded to be one 
of thafe whoare refigneduntohim. But they accufed 
him of impofture; wherefore we delivered him, and 
thofe that were with him in the ark, and we caufed 
them to furvive the flood, but we drowned thofe who 
charged our figns with falfehood. Behold therefore, 
what was the end of thofe who were warned by Noau. 
Then did we fend after him, apoftles unto their 
refpe€tive people”, and they came unto them with 
evident demonftrations: yet they were not difpofed 


® See chap. vii. ™ We fent, after him, apoftles un- 

1 I afk not any reward, &c.]  totheir refpective people.] As Hid, 

Therefore ye cannot excufe yourfelves, Saleh, Abraham, Lot, and Shoaib, 

by faying that Il am burthenfome to to thofe of Ad, Thamid, Babel, So- 
you. dom, and Midian. 

to 
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to believe in that which they had before rejeed as 
falfe. Thus do we feal up the hearts of the tranf- 
greffors. Then did we fend, after them, Moses and 
Aaron unto Puaraon, and his princes, with our 
figns”: but they behaved proudly, and were a wicked 
people. And when the truth from us had come 
unto them, they faid, Verily this is manifeft forcery. 
Mosss faid unto them, Do ye {peak this of the truth, 
after it hath come unto you? Is this forcery? but 
forcerers fhall not profper. They faid, Art thou 
come unto us to turn us afide from that religion 
which we found our fathers praétife; and that ye 
too may have the command in the land? But we 
do not believe you. And Puaraon faid, Bring 
unto me every expert magician. And when the 
magicians were come, Moszs faid unto them, 
Caft down that which ye are about to caft down. 
And when they had ca{t down thcirrods and cords, 
Mosss faid unto them, The enchantment which ye 
have performed, fhall Gop furcly render vain: for 
Gop profpereth not the work of the wicked doers. 
And Gop will verify the truth of his words, although 
the wicked be averfe thereto. And there believed 
not any on Moses, except a gencration of his pev- 
ple°, for fear of Puaraon and of his princes, left 
he fhould affli& them. And Puaraon was lifted 
up with pride in the earth, and was furely one of the 
tranfgreffors. And Mosss faid, O my people, if 
yc believe in Gop, put your truft in him, if ye be 
refigned to his will. They anfwered, We put our 
truft in Gop: O Lorp, fuffer us not to be affli€ed 
by unjuft people; but deliver us through thy mercy, 
from the unbelieving people. And we fpake by 
infpiration unto Moses and his brother, faying, 


® See chap. vii. giving ear to him, for fear of the king. 

© Except a generation of his peo- But fome fuppote the pronoun, 42s, re- 
ple.] For when he firft began to fersto Pharaoh, and that thefe were 
preach, a few of the younger Ifraelites certain Egyptians, who, together with 
only belicved on him; the others not his wife Alia, believed on Mofes (1). 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


Provide 
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Provide habitations for your people in Ecypt, and 
make your houfes a place of worfhip®, and be con- 
ftant at prayer; and bear good news unto the true 
believers. And Mosss faid, O Lorp, verilythou 
haft given unto PHaraon and his people pompous 
ornaments‘, and riches in this prefent life, O Lorp, 
that they may be feduced from thy way: O Lorn, 
bring their riches to nought, and harden their hearts ; 
that they may not believe, until they fee their griev- 
ous punifhment. GOD faid, Your petition is 
heard’: be ye upright therefore’, and follow not 
the way of thofe who are ignorant. And we caufed 
the children of Israrxto pafs through the fea; and 
Puaraon and his army followed them in a violent 
and hoftile manner; until, when he was drowning, 
he faid, I believe that there is no Gop but he on 
whom the children of Israzv believe; and I amone 
of the refigned*. Now doft thou believe when thou 
haft been hitherto rebellious, and: one of the wicked 


12 


a hu. 


® Aplace of worfhip.] So Jalla- 
Jo’ddin expounds the o1iginal word 
Kebla, which properly fignifies that 
place or quarter towards which one 
prays. Wherefore al Zamakhfhari 
fuppofes, that the Ifraelites are here 
ordered to difpofe their oratories -in 
fuch a manner, that, when they pray- 
ed, their faces might be tumed to- 
wards Mecca; which he imagines 
was the Kebla of Mofes, as it is that 
of the Mohummedans The former 
commentator adds, that Pharaoh had 
forbidden the Ifraelites to pray to 
Gon; for which reafon they were 
obliged to perform that duty private- 
Jy in their houfes. 

@ Omaments.} As magnificent ap- 
parel, chariots, and the like. 

¥ Your petition is heard.} The 
pronoun is in the dual number ; the 
antecedent being Mofes and Aaron. 
The commentators fay, that in con- 
fequence of this prayer, all the trea- 


doers? “This day will we raife-thy body * from’ the 


._™ bottom 


woe - 


fures of Egypt were turned into 
ftones (1). 

® Be ye upright.] Or, as al Bei. 
dawi interprets it, Be ye conftant and 
fteady in preaching to the people. 
The Mohammedans pretend that Mo- 
fescontinued in Egypt no lefs than 
forty years, after he ye firft publifh- 
ed his miffion; which cannot be re- 
conciled to fcripture. 

t I. believe that there is no Gop 
but he,. d&c.] Thefe words, it is 
faid, Pharao dg ieee often in his 
extremity, that he might be heard. 
But* his repentance came too late; 
for Gabriel foon ftopped his mouth 
with mud, left he fhould obtain 
mercy; reproaching him at the 
fame time in the words which fol- 
low. 

u We will raife thy dead body, 
&c.] Some of the children of Ifracl 
dou a whether Pharaoh was really 
drowned, Gabriel, by Gon’s com- 


(1) JALLALO’DDIN. 


mand, 
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bottom of the fea, that thou mayeft be a fign unto 
thofe who fhall be after thee; and verily a great 
number of men are negligent of our figns. And 
we prepared for the children of Israex an eftablifhed 
dwelling in the land of Canaan, and we provided 
good things for their fuftenance: and they differed 
not in point of religion, until knowledge had come 
unto them™; verily thy Lorp will judge between 
them on the day of refurreétion, concerning that 
wherein they difagreed. If thou art in a doubt con- 
cerning any part of that which we have fent down 
unto thee*, afk them who have read the book of the 
law before thee. Now hath the truth come unto 
thee from thy Lorn; be not therefore one of thofe 
who doubt: neither be thou one of thofe who charge 
the figns of Gop with falfehood, left thou become one 
of thofe who perifh. Verily thofe againft whom the 
word of thy Lorn is decreed, fhall not believe, al- 
though there come unto them every kind of miracle; 
until they fee the grievous punifhment prepared for 
them. And ifit were not fo, fome city, among the 
many which have been deftroyed, would have believ- 
ed; and the faith of itsinhabitants would have been of 
advantage untothem: but none of them believed, be- 
fore the execution of their fentence, except the people 
of Jonas’. When they believed, we delivercd them 

, from 


mand, caufed his naked corpfe to 
{wim to fhore, that they might fee 
it (1). The word here tranflated 
Body, fignifying alfo a coat of mail, 
fome imagine the meaning to be, 
that his corpfe floated armed with 
his coat of mail, which they tell us 
was of gold, by which they knew 
that it was he. 

w Until after knowledge had come 
umto them.] i.e. After the law had 


fes. 
* Concerning that which we have 
fens dowa unto thee ] That is, con- 


been revealed, and publifhed by Mo- 


cerning the truth of the hiftories 
which are here related. The come 
mentators doubt whether the perfon 
here fpoken to, be Mohammed him- 
felf, or his auditor. 

Y The people of Jonas.] Viz. The 
inhabitants of Ninive, which ftood 
On or near the place where al 
Mawfel now ftands This people 
having corrupted themfelves with 
idolatry, Jonas, the fon of Matta, 
(or Amittai, which the Mohamme- 
dans fuppole to be the name of his 
machen.) an Ifraelite of the tribe 
of Benjamin, was fent by Gop to 

preach 


(1) See Exod. xiv. 30 
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from the punifhment of fhame in this world, and 
fuffered them to enjoy their lives and poffeffions for 
atime*. But if thy Lorp had pleafed, verily all 
who are in the earth would have believed in general. 
Wilt thou therefore forcibly compel men to be true 
believers? No foul can believe, but by the permiffion 
of Gop: and he fhall pour out his indignation on 
thofe who will not underftand. Say, Confider what- 
ever is in heaven and on earth: but figns are of no 
avail, neither preachers unto people who will not be- 
lieve. Do they therefore expeét any other than fome 
terrible judgment, like unto the judgments which have 
fallen on thofe who have gone before them? Say, 
Wait ye the ifflue; and I alfo will wait with you: then 
will we deliver our apoftles and thofe who believe. 
Thus is ita juftice due from us, that we fhould deli- 
ver the true believers. Say, O men of Mecca, if 
ye be in doubt concerning my religion, verily I wor- 
fhip not the idols which ye worfhip, befides Gon; 
but I worfhip Gop, who will caufe you to die: and I 
am commanded to be one of the true believers. And 
it was faid unto me, Set thy face towards the true reli- 
gion, and be orthodox; and by no means be one of 
thofe who attribute companions unto Gop; neither 
invoke, befides Gop, that which can ncither profit 
thee nor hurt thee: for if thou do, thou wilt then 
certainly become one of the unjuft. If Gop afflié 


preach to and reclaim them. When were in a terrible confternation, and 
he firft began to exhort them to _ getting into the fields, with their 
repentance, inftead of hearkening families and cattle, they put on fack-~ 
to him, they ufed him very ill, fo cloth, and humbled Ghenlaves bee 
that he wes obliged to leave the city, fore Gon, calling aloud for pardon, 
threatening them, at his departure, and fincerely repenting of thcir paft 
that they fhould be deftroyed within wickednefs. Whereupon Gop was 
three days, or, as others i within _ pleafed to forgive them, and the ftorm 
forty (1). But when the time drew _ blew over (2). 

near, and they {aw the heavens overcaft * For a time.] i. e. Until the 

with a black cloud, which fhot forth died according to the oidinary courfe 
fire, and filled the air with fmoke, of nature, 

and hung dire€tly over their city, they 


(1) See Yonah isi. 4. (2) Al Berpaws, JALLALO’ppin, ABULFED. 
See chap. 21 aud 37. ; 


thee 
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thee with hurt, theré is none who can relieve thee 
from it, except he; and if he willeth thee any good, 
there is none who can keep back his bounty : he will 
confer it on fuch of his fervants as he pleafeth; and 
he is gracious and merciful. Say, O men, now 
hath the truth come unto you from yaur Lorp. He 
therefore who fhall be dircéted, will be dire&ted to 
the advantage of his own foul; Lut he who fhall err, 
will err only againft the fame. I am no guardian over 
you. Jo thou, O prophet, fullow that whichis re- 
vealed unto thee: and perfevere with patience, until 
Gop fhall judge; for he is the belt judge. 


CHAP. XI. 


Intitled, Hup*; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L.R.* This book, the verfes whereof are guard- 

ed againft corruption‘, and are alfo diftin@ly 
explaincd *, is a revelation from the wife, the know- 
ing GOD, that ye {erve not any other than Gop; 


* The ftory of which prophet is 
rcpeated in this chapter. 

b See the Prelim. Dif. p. 78, &c. 

© The verfes whereof are guarded 
again{t corruption.] According to 
the various fenfes which the verb 
Ohkimat, in the original, may bear, 
the commentators fuggeft as many 
different interpretations. Some fup- 
pofe the meaning to be, according 
to our verfhion, that the Koran is not 
liable to be coriupted (1), as the 
law and the gofpel have been, in 
the opinion of the Mohamincdans: 
others, that every verfe in this par- 
ticular chapter is in full force, and 
not one of them abrogated: others, 
that the verfes of the Koran are dif- 


(1) Sec the Prelim. Dif. p. 98, 99. 
Al ZAMAKHSHARI, &c. 


(3) ldem. 


pofed in a clear and perfpicuous 
method, or contaim evident and de- 
monftrative arguments; and others, 
that they comprife judicial declara- 
tions to regulate both faith and prace 
tice (2). 

4 And are allo diflin@tly explain- 
Aye The fig fication of the verb 
Foflilat, which is here ufed, being 
allo ambiguous, the meaning of this 
paflage is fuppoled to be, cither that 
the verfes are diftinétly propofed or 
expreifed in a clear manner; or that 
the fubje€& matter of the whole may 
be diftinguifhed or divided into laws, 
monitions, and examples; or elfe 
that the verfes were revealed by par- 


ccls (3). 


(2) Al Brrpawt, JALLALO'DDIN, 


(verily 
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(verily I am adenouncer of threats, and a bearer of 
good tidings unto you from him;) and that ye afk 
pardon of your Loro, and then be turned unto him. 
He will caufe you to enjoy a plentiful provifion, un- 
til a prefixed time: and unto every one that hath 
merit by good works, will he give his abundant re- 
ward. But if ye turn back, verily I fear for you the 
punifhment of the great day: unto Gop fhall ye re- 
turn; and he is almighty. Do they not double the 
folds of their breafts*, that they may conceal their 
defigns from him? When they cover themfelves with 
their garments, doth not he know that which they 
conceal, and that which they difcover? For he know- 
eth the innermoft parts of the breafts of men’. 
* There is no creature which creepeth on the earth, 
but Gop provideth its food; and he knoweth the 
place of its retreat, and where it is laid up*. The 
whole is written in the perfpicuous book of his de- 
crees. Itis he who hath created the heavens and the 
earth in fix days, (but his throne was above the 
waters before the creation thereof",) that he might 
prove you, and fee which of you would excel mn 
works. If thou fay, Ye fhall furely be raifed again, 


* Do they not double the folds of 
their breaits ?] Or, as it may be tranf- 
lated, Do they not turn away their 


& The place of its retreat, and 
where it is laid up| i, e. Both 
during its life, and after its death; 


brea(ts, &c. 

f This paflage was occafioned by 
the words of certain of the idolaters, 
who {aid to onc another, When we let 
down our curtains, (fuch as the women 
ufe in the eaft to {creen themfelves from 
the fight of the men, when they happen 
to bein the room,) and wrap our- 
felves up in our garments, and fold up 
our breafts, to conceal our malice 
againt Mohammed, how fhould he 
come to the knowledge of it? Some 
fuppofe the paffage relates to certain 
hypocritical Moflems; but this opinion 
is generally rejected, becaufe the verfe 
‘was revealed at Mccea, and the birth of 


hypocrify among the Mohammedans 
bap pened: not till after the Hejra. 


or the repofitory of every animal 
before its birth, in the loins and 
wombs of the parents. 

nh But his throne was above the 
waters, before the creation thereof. 
For the Mohammedans fuppofe this 
throne, and the waters whercon it 
ftands, which watcrs they imagine 
are fupported by a fpirit or wind, 
were, with fome other things, cre» 
ated before the heavens and earth. 
This fancy they borrowed from the 
Jews, who alfo fay, that the throne 
of glory then ftood in the air, and 
was borne on the face of the wa- 
ters by the breath of Gop’s mouth! 


(1). 


(3) Rasui, ad Genef. i. 2. V. Revanp, de selig. Mob. p. 50, dec. 


after 
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after death; the unbelievers will fay, This is nothing 
but manifeft forcery. And verily if we defer their 
punifhment unto a determined feafon, they will fay, 
What hindereth it from falling on us? Will it not 
come upon them on a day, wherein theregfhall be 
nonc to avert it from them; and that which they 
{coffed at fhall encompafs them? Verily, if we caufe 
man to tafte mercy from us, and afterwards take it 
away from him; he will furely become defpcrate ‘, and 
ungrateful. Andif we caufe him to tafte favour, 
after an affliétion hath befallen him, he will furely fay, 
The evils which I fuffered arc paffed from me; and 
he will become joyful and infolent : except thofe who 
perfevere with patience, and do that which is right; 
they fhall reccive pardon, and a great reward. Per- 
adventure thou wilt omit to publifh part of that 
which hath been revealed unto thee, and thy breaft 
will become ftraitencd, left they fay, Unicfsa treafure 
be fent down unto him, or an angcl come with him, 
to bear witnefs unto him, we will not believe. Verily 
thou arta preacher only; and Gonisthe governor of 
all things. Will they fay, Hc hath forged the Koran? 
Anfwer, Bring therefore ten chapters * like unto it, 
forged by yourfelves; andcall on whomfoever ye may 
to affift you, except Gon, if ye {peak truth. But 
if they whom ye call to your afliftance hear you 
not; know that this book hath been revealed by the 
knowledge of Gop only', and that there is no 
Gop but he. Will ye therefore become Moflems ? 
Whofo choofeth the prefent life, and the pomp 
thereof, unto them will we give the recompenfe of their 


i Defperatc.] Cafting afide all 
hopes of the divine favour, for want of 
patience and truft in Gop. 

k Ten chapters.] This was the 
number which he tirft challenged them 
to compofe; but they not being able 
to do it, he made thematter ftill eafier, 
Challenging them to produce a fingle 


(1) See chap. ii, and chap, x. 


VOL. Il. 


a ped up in 


chapter only (1), comparable to the 
Koran in dodtuneand eloquence. 
1 By the knowledge of Gon only. } 
Or containing feveral paflages wrap- 
aurk and myfterious ex- 
prefhions, «veltich can proceed from, 
and are ‘papsectly comprehended by, 
none but%Gop (2). - 


(2) See chap fi. P» 35: 


B '. works 


“ 
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works®herein, and the fame. fhall not be diminifhed 
unto them. Thefe are they for whom no other re- 
ward is prepared in the next life, except the fire of 
hell: that which they have done in this life fhall 
perifh ;:and that which they have wrought fhall be 
vain. Shall he therefore be compared with them, who 
followeth the evident declaration of his Lorn, and 
whom a witnefs from him” attendeth, preceded by 
the book of Mosrs", which was revealed fora guide, 
and out of mercy to mankind? Thefe believe in the 
Koran: but whofoever of the confederate infidels 
believeth not therein, is threatened w.th the fire of 
hel], which threat fhall certainly be executed: be not 
therefore ina doubt concerning it; for it is the 
truth from thy Lorn; but the greater part of men 
will not belicve. Who is more unjuft than he who 
imagineth a lic concerning Gop? They fhall be fet 
before their Lorp at ihe day of judgment, and the 
witnefles°? fhall fay, Thefe are they who devifed lies 
againft their Lorp. Shall not the curfe of Gop fall 
onthe unjuft; who turn men afide from the way of 
Gon, and fcek to rendcr it crooked, and who believe 
notinthelifetocome? Thefe werc not able to prevail 
againft GOD on earth, fo as to efcape punifhment ; 
neither had they any proteétors befides Gon: their 
punifhment fhall be doubled unto them’. They 
could not hear, neither did they fee. Thefe are 
they who have loft their fouls; and the idols which 
they falfely imagined, have abandoned them. There 
is no doubt but they fhall be moft miferable in the 
world to come. But as for thofe who believe, and 
do good works, and humble themfelves before their 
Lorn, thcy fliall be the inhabitants of paradife ; they 
fhall remain therein for ever. The fimilitude of the 
two parties? is as the blind and the deaf, and as he 


™ A witnefs from hiva.} viz. The 
Koriu; or, as others ,fuppofe, the 
auge) Gabriel. ‘3 4". ¢. 

. Preceded. bythe boole-of Mofes. ] 
Which bears teflimony thereto 

° The witnefe’.] That’ is, The 
angels, and prophets, and their own 


members. 

P Their punifhment fhall be don- 
bled.] For they fhall be punifhed 
both in this life, and in the ext. 

@ Of the two partics.] i.e. The 
believers and the infidels. 


who 
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who feeth and heareth: fhall they be compared as 
equal? Will ye not therefore confider? We former] 

fent Noaun* unto his pcople; and he faid, Verily I 
am a public preacher unto you; that ye worfhip 
Gopalone: verily I fear for you the punifhment of 
the terrible day. But the chiefs of his people, who 
believed not, anfwered, We fee thee to be no other 
than aman like unto us; and we do not fee that any 
follow thce, except thofe who are the moft abjeét 
among us, who have believed on thee by a rafh 
judgment’, neither do we perceive any excellence in 
you above us: but we efteem you to be liars. Noau 
faid, O my people, tell me; if I have reccived an 
evident declaration from my Lorp, and he hath be- 
{towed on me mercy from himfelf, which is hidden 
from you, do we compel you to receive the fame, in 
cafe ye beaverfe thereto.? O my people, I afk not 
of you any riches, for my preaching unto you: my 
rewardis with Gopalone. I will not driveaway thofe 
who have bclicved': verily they fhall meet their 
Lorp at the refurre&tion; but I perccive that yeare 
ignorantmen. Omy people, who fhallafiifl me againft 
Gop, if I drive them away ? Will ye not therefore 
confider? I fay not unto you, The treafures of Gop 
are inmy power; neither do! fay, I know the fecrets 
of GOD: neither do I fay, Verily I aman angel’; 
neither do I fay of thofe whom your eycs do contemn, 
Gop will by no means beftow good on them; (Gop 
beft knoweth that which is in their fouls;) for then 
fhould I certainly be one of the unjult. They an- 
{wered, O, Noan, thou haft already difputed with us, 
and haft multiplied difputes with us; now therefore 
do thou bring that punifhment upon us, wherewith 
thou haft threatencd us, if thou f{peakeft truth. 


® See chap. 7. 

* By arafh judgment.] For want 
of mature confideration, and moved 
by the firft impulfe of their fancy. 

* I will not drive away thole who 


have believed.] For this they atked 


(1) See chap, 6, . 
Bq 


him to do, hecaufe they were poor 
mean people. The fame thing the 
Koreifh demanded of Mohammed, 
but he was forbidden to comply with 
their requeft (1 ). 
» ™ See chap. 6, 


* Noaxz 
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Noau faid, Verily Gop alone fhall bring it upon 
you if he pleafeth; and ye fhall not prevail againft 
im, fo as to efcape the fame. Neither fhall my 
counfel profit you, although I endeavour to coun- 
fel you aright ; 1f Gop fhall pleafe to lead you into 
error. He is your Lorn, and unto him fhall ye 
return. Will the Meccans fay, Monammep hath 
forged the Koran? Anfwer, If I have forged it, 
on me be my guilt; and let me be clear of that which 
ye are guilty of. And it was revealed unto Noan, 
faying, Verily none of thy people thal] believe, 
except he who hath already believed: be not there- 
fore grieved for that which they are doing. But 
make an ark in our prefence, according to the form 
and dimenfions which we have revealed unto thee: 
and {peak not unto mc in behalf of thofe who have 
afted unjuftly; for they are doomed to be drowned. 
And he built the ark; and fo often as a company of 
his people paffed by him, they derided him™: but 
he faid, Though ye {coff at us now, we will f{coff at 
you hereafter, as ye fcoff at us; and ye fhall furely 
know on whoma punifhment fhall beinfli€ted, which 
fhall cover him with fhame, and on whom a lafting 
punifhment fhall fall. Thus were they employed until 
our fentence was put in execution, and the oven 
poured forth water“. And we faid unto Noan, Carry 
into 


£0 


~ They derided him.] For build- 
ing a veflel in an inland country, and 
fo far from the fea; and for that he 
was turned carpenter, after he had fet 
up for elghlae (1). 

* And the oven poured forth wa- 
ter.] Or, as the original literally 
fignifies, boiled over; which is con- 
fonant to what the Rabbins fay, that 
the waters of the deluge were boiling 
bot. 

This oven was, as fome fay, at 
Cafa, in a {pot whereupon a mofque 
now ftands; or, as others rather 
think, in a certain place in India, 


(1) Al Berpawr. 


2) Idem. 


) 
(4) V. D’Hexszrot, Bibh ofa art. Noah. 


or clfe at Ain Warda, in Mefopota- 
mia (2); and its exundation was 
the fign by which Noah knew the 
flood was coming (3). Some pre- 
tend that it was the fame oven 
which Eve made ufe of to bake her 
bread in, being of a form different 
from thofe we  ufe, having the 
mouth in the upper part, and that 
it defcended from patriarch to pa- 
triarch, till it came to Noah (4). It 
is remarkable that Mohammed, in 
all probabilty, borrowed this cir. 
cumitance from the Perfian Magi, 
who alfo fancied that the firft wa- 

tera 


(3) JALLALO’pDiN, &c 
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into the ark ofevery fpeciesof animals one pair’, and 
thy family*, (except him on whom a previous fen- 
tence of deftrution hath paffed*,) and thofe who 
believe’. But there believed not with him, except 
afewS. And Noau faid, Embark thereon, in the 
name of Gop; while it moveth forward, and while 
it ftandeth ftill*; for my Lorp is gracious and mer- 


ters of the deluge gufhed out of the 
oven of a certain old woman, named 
Zala Cifa (1). 

But the word Tannir, which is here 
tranflated Oven, alfo fignifying the fu- 
perficesof the earth, or a alacs whence 
waters {pring forth, or where they are 
colleéted, fome fuppofe it means no 
more in this paffage, than the {pot or 
fiffure whence the firft eruption of 
waters brake forth. 

¥ One pair.] Or, as the words 
may alfo be rendered, and fome com- 
mentators think they ought, two 
pe that is, two males, and two 
emales, of each fpecies; wherein 
they partly agree with divers Jewith 
and Chriftian writers (2), who, from 
the Hebrew expreffion, feven and 
feven, and two and two, the male 
and his female (3), fuppofe there 
went into the ark fourteen pair of 
every clean, and two pair of every 
unclean, {pecies. There is a tradition 
that Gop gathered together unto 
Noah, all forts of hbeafts, birds, and 
other animals, (it being indeed diffi- 
cult to conceive how he fhould come 
by them all, without fome fuperna- 
tural afhtance,) and that as he laid 
hold on them, his right-hand con- 
itantly fell on the male, and his left 
on the female (4). 

* Thy family ] Namely, thy wife ; 
and thy fons, and their wives (5). 

* Except him on whom a previous 
fentence of deftruétion hath paffed.] 


ciful, 


This was an unbelieving fon of 
Noah (6), named Canaan (7), or 
Yam (8); though others fay he was 
not the fon of Noah, but his grand- 
fon by his fon Ham, or his wife's 
fon by another hufband: nay, fome 
pen he was related to him no 
arther than by having been educatcd 
and brought up in his houfe ,9}. 
The beft commentators add, that 
Noah’s wife, named Waila, who was 
an infidel, was alfo comprehended in 
this exception, and perifhed with her 
fon (10). 

b And thofe who believe. ] Noah’s 
family being mentioned betore, it 
is {uppofed that by thefe words are 
intended the other believers, who 
were his profelytes, but not of his 
family: whence the common opi- 
nion among the Mohammedans, of 
a greater number than eight being 
faved in the ark feems to havetaken 
its rife (21). 

‘© There believed not with him ex- 
ceptafew.] Viz. his other wite, who 
was a true believer, his three fons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet, and ther 
wives, and feventy-two perfons more 
12), 

\ Dees thereon in the name of 
Gop, while it moveth forward, and 
while it ftandeth ftill ] That 1s, 
omit no opportunity of getting on 
board. According to a different 
reading, the latter words may be 
rendered, Who fhall caule it to move 


(1) V. Hype de rel. vet. Perfar. and J.orp’s account of the relig. of the 


Perfees, p. 9. 

(3) Genef,. vii. 2. 
(7) JAtLaro’ppin, Al Berpawt. 
ZAMAKHSHARI, 


LALO’DDIN, Al ZAMAKHSHARI, Al Berpawt. 


(12) See ibid, 


B3 


V. D’Hersex. Bibl. Orient. p. 676. 


(2) ABEN Ezra, Justin Martyr, OR1GEN, é&c. 
(4) JALLALO’DDIN. 


(6) YAHYA. 
(9) Al 
(10) JaL- 
(a1) See chap. vii. 


(5) Al Berpawt. 
(8) Esn SHOHNAH. 


forward, 
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ciful. And the ark fwam with them between waves 
like mountains‘: and Noan called up to his fon‘, 
who was feparated from him, faying, Embark with 
us, my fon, and ftay not with the unbelievers. He 
anfwered, I will get on a mountain, which will fe- 
cure me from the water. Noau replied, There is 
no fecurity this day from the decree of Gon, except 
for him on whom he fhall have mercy. And a 
wave pafled between them, and he became one of 
thofe who were drowned. And it was faid, O earth, 
fwallow up thy waters; and thou, O heaven, with- 
hold thy rain. And immediately the water abated, 
and the decree was fulfilled, and the ark rcftcd on 
the mountain Ax Jun1®; and it was faid, Away with 
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forward. and to flop, as there fhall 
be occaiion. ‘The commentators tell 
us, that the ark moved forwards, 
or ftood ftill, as Noah would have 
it, on his pronouncing only the 
words, In the name of God (11, 

It 1s to be obferved, that the more 
judicious commentators make — the 
dimentions of the ark to be the fame 
with thole affigned by Mofes (2 ; 
notwithftanding others have enlary- 
ed them moft extravagantly (3:, as 
fome Chriftian writers (4) have alfo 
done. They likewile tell us that 
Noah was two years in building 
the ark, which was framed of Indian 
plane tree (5); that it was divided 
into three dtones, of which the 
Jower was defigned for the beafts, 
the middle one for the men and 
women, and the upper for the 
birds (6); and that the men were 
{eparated from the women by the 
body of Adam, which Noah had 
taken into the ak (7). his laft 


(1) Al Berpawt, &c. 


(2) Idem, &c. 


the 


is a tradition of the caflern Chrif- 
tians (8, fome of whom pretended 
that the matrimonial duty was {u- 
perfeced and fufpended during the 
time Noah and his family were in 
the ark (9); though Ham has been 
accifed of not observing continency 
on that occafion, his wife, it feems, 
bringing forth Canaan in the very 
ark 110). 

© Betweon waves like mountains. } 
The waters prevailing fifteen cubits 
above the mountains (11). 

f Sce above note®. 

BE And the ak = refled upon the 
mountain Al Jods / This mountain 
is one of thofe which divide Armenia, 
on the fouth, from Mefopotamia, and 
that pert of Affyria which 1s inha- 
bited by the Curds, from whom the 
mountains took the naine of Cardu, 
or Gardu, by the Greeks turned into 
Gordyzi, and other names (12). 
Mount Al Judi (which name feems 
to be a corruption, though it be 

con. 


(3; Yanya. V. Marrace. 


in Alcor. p. 340. i Oricen. conti. Celf. 14 V. Kircurr. de 
Arca Noe. c. 5) Al Brinawr. V. D’Hrreeen. p. 675. & 
Eutycu. (6) Al BErpawi, V. Evrycu. annal. p. 94. 


(7) Yanya. 
part. 1. c. 14. 


Patriarch. v. 3. p, 409. 
Phaleg. 1. 3. c. Fi : 


(8) Jacos, Eprssrxus, apud Barcepham de parad, 
Eutycn. ubi fup. 
(9) Amsros. de Noa & Arca, c. 21. ( 
(sa) Al Berpaw1. 


V. etram Exvrezrr. pirke c. 23. 
10) V. Hripreenr. Hilt. 
(12) See Bocuarr. 
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the ungodly people! And Noan called upon his 
Lorn, and faid, O Lorn, verily my fon is of my 
family ; and thy promife is true”: for thou art the 


moft juft of thofe who exercife judgment. 


GOD 


anfwered, O Noaun, verily he is not of thy family’: 
this interccffion of thine for him, 1s not a righteous 


work *, 


conftantly fo written by the Arabs, 
for Jordi, or ee is allo called 
Thamanin (1), probably from a 
town at the foot of it{2}, fo named 
from the number of peifons faved 
in the ark, the word Thamanin fig- 
nifying cighty, and ovetlooks the 
country of Diyar Rabiah, mar the 
cities of Mawel, Forda. and Jazi- 
rat Ebn Omar, which laft place one 
afirms to be but four miles from the 
place of the ark, and fays that a Mo- 
hammedan temple was built there 
with the remamy of that velfel, by 
the Khahf Omar Ebn Abd’alaziz, 
whom he by miflake calls Omar Ebn 
al Khattab , 3). 

The tradition which affirms the 
ark to have refted on thefe moun- 
tans muft have been very ancient, 
fince it 1s the tradition of the Chal- 
deans themfelves (4). The Chaldee 
paraphrafts conicnt to their opin. 
on (5), which obtained very much 
formerly, efpecially among the cail- 
ern Chriflians (6%. To confirm it, 
we are told, that the remainders of 
the ark were to be feen on the 
Goidyean mountains.  Berofus and 
rire ae both declare there was 
fuch a report in their time (7‘; the 
hrft obferving that feveral of the ine 
habitants thereabouts {eraped — the 
pitch off the planks as a rarity, and 
catricd it about then for an amu. 
Jet: and the latter daying, that they 
uled the wood of the veffel againft 


(1) Georgr. Nub. p. 202. 
& 676. & Acaruiam, 1. 14. p. 135 


(4) Berosus, apud Joleph. Antiq. 1. 1, C. 4. 
(6: V. Eurycn. Annal p. 41. 


NATHAN, in Genel. vail. 4. 


Afk not of me therefore that wherein thou 


many difeafes with wonderful fuc- 
cels. The relics of the ark were 
alfo to be feen here in the time of 
Epiphanius, if we may believe him 
(8). And we are told the emperor 
Heraclius went from the town of 
Thamanin up to the mountai: Al 
Judi, and faw the place of the ark “y,. 
There was allo formerly a terro.s 
monaftery, called the monafiery of 
the ark, upon fome of thefe mouu- 
tains, where the Neflonans ukd to 
celebrate a teell-day on the tpot 
where they fuppoled the ark refted : 
but inthe year of Chriit 770. that 
monaltery was dctroyed by light. 
ning, with the church. and a nu- 
Merous  congtesation ma it (104, 
Since which time nt feems the credit 
of this tradition heth declined, aud 
given place to another, which ob. 
tains at piefent, and according to 
which the ark refled on mount Matis, 
in Armenia, called by the Tarks, 
Aclir dopgh. or the heavy cr great 
molntain, and fituate about twe.ve 
Jearnes fouth-caft of Erivan 11) 

hThy promie is true | Neah 
here challenecs Gow’s promule, chat 
he waudd fave his tumily. 

! He is not of thy fanaly.] Being 
cut of] fiom it on account of lus ine 
fidelity. 

kK \ccording to a different icading, 
this pailage may be rendered, For he 
hath acted unrightcoully. 


(2) V. D’Hrerep. Bibl, Orient. p. 404 


(3) BENJAMIN Tuner, p 63. 
(5) Onatios & Jo- 
ae Bre 


kosus, apud Jofeph. ubi fup. Asypenxus, apud Eufeb, Prep. Ev. 1. 9. 


C. 4. (8) Evren, Haref. 18. 


) Kumacin, 1 4.c. 1. (40) V. 


Chronic, Dronysr1 patriarch, Jacobitar. apud Aflemian. Bibl. Orient T. 


2% p. 413, (11), Al Berpawi. 


B 4 


hatt 
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haft no knowledge: I admonish thee, that thou be- 
come not one of the ignorant. Noau faid, O Lorn, 
I have recourfe unto thee for the affiftance of thy 
grace, that I afk not of thee that wherein I have no 
knowledge: and unlefs thou forgive me, and be 
merciful unto me, I fhall be one of thofe who perifh. 
It was faid unto him, O Noan, come down from 
the ark’, with peace from us, and bleffings upon 
thee, and upon a part of thofe who are with thee™: 
but as for a part of them’, we will fuffer them to 
enjoy the provifion of this world; and afterwards fhall 
a grievous punifhment fromi us be inflitted on them, 
inthe lifeto come. This is a fecret hiftor, , which we 
reveal unto thee: thou didft not know it, neither 
did thy people before this. Wherefore perfevere 
with patience; for the profperous iffue fhall attend 
the pious. And unto the tribe of Ap we fent their 
brother Hun’. He faid, O my people, worfhip 
Gop; ye have no Gop befides him: ye only ima- 
gine fal{chood, in fetting up idols and interceffors of 
your own making. O my people, I afk not of you 
for this my preaching, any recompenfe: my recom- 
penfe do I expeét from him only, who hath created 
me. Will ye not therefore under{tand? O my peo- 
ple, afk pardon of your Lorp; and be turned unto 
him: he will fend the heaven to pour forth rain plen- 
tifully upon you’; and he will increafe your ftrength 
by giving unto you farther ftrength*: therefore turn 
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4 Come down from the ark, alt 
The Mohammedans fay that Noa 
went into the ark on the tenth of Ra- 


depart from the true faith, and fall 
into idolatry. 
© See chan. 7. 


jeb, and came out of it the tenth of 
al Moharram; which therefore be- 
came a faft. So that the whole time 
of Noah's being in the ark, according 
to them, was fix months (1). 

™ With peace, and bleffing, on a 
part of them.] viz. Such of them as 
ccntinued in their belief. 

» But as fora part of them.] That 
is, fuch of his poflerity as fhould 


(1) Al Berpawr. See D’Hersen, ubi fup. 


chap. 7. (3) Al Berpawi. 


P He will fend you rain plentiful- 
oe For the Adites were grievoufly 

itrefled by a drought for three 
years {2). 

9 And will increafe your flrength. ] 
By giving you children; the wombs 
of their wives being alfo rendered 
barren, during the time of the drought, 
as well as their lands (3). 


(2) Seethe notes to 


not 
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not afide to commit evil. They anfwered, O Hun, 
thou haft brought us no proof of what thou fayeft; 
therefore we will not leave our gods for thy faying, 
neither do we believethee. We fay no other than that 
fome of our gods have affli€ted thee withevil’. He 
replied, Verily I call Gop to witnefs, and do ye alfo 
bear witnefs, that I am clear of that which ye affociate 
with GOD, befides him. Do ye all therefore join to 
devife a plot againft me, and tarry not; for I putmy 
confidence in.Gop, my Lorp and your Lorp. There 
is no beaft, but he holdcth it by its forelock*: verily 
my Lorp proceedcth in the right way. Butif yeturn 
back, I have already declared unto you that with which 
I was fent unto you; and my Lorp fhall fubftitute 
another nation in your f{tead; and ye fhall not hurt 
him at all: for my Lorp is guardian over all things. 
And when our fentence came to be put in execution, 
we delivered Hun, and thofe who had believed with 
him‘, through our mercy ; and we delivered them from 
a grievous punifhment. And thistribe of A p wittingly 
reje€ted the figns of their Lorn, and were difobedient 
unto his meffengers, and they followed the command 
of every rebellious perverfe perfon. Whcerefore they 
were followed in this world by a curfe, and they fhall 
be followed by the fame on the day of refurrettion. 
Did not Ap difbelieve in their Lorn? Was it not 
faid, Away with Ap, the people of Hup? And 
unto the tribe of Tuamup we fent their brother 
SaLen”. He faid unto them, O my people, worfhip 
Gop; yc have no Gop befides him. It is he who 
hath produced you out of the earth, and hath given 
you am habitation therein. Afk pardon of him there- 


F Have afflicted thee with evil.] Or | Accreature held in this manner being 
madnefs; having deprived thee of th fuppofed to be reduced to the lowelt 
reafon for the indignities thou haft of. fubjeétion. 
fered them. t And thofe who believed with 

* There is no beaft but he holdeth him.] Who were in number four 
it by its forelock.] That is, he ex- — thoufand (1). 
escifeth an abfulute power over it. ¥ See chap. 7. 


(1) Al Berpawi. 
fore, 
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fore, and be turned unto him; for my Lorpis near, 
and ready to anfwer. They anfwered, O Sa.en, 
thou waft a perfon on whom we placed our hopes 
before this”. Doft thou forbid us to worfhip that 
which our fathers worfhipped? But we are certainly 
in doubt concerning the religion to which thou doft 
invite us, asjuftly to be fufpetted. Saren faid, O 
my people, tell me; if I have received an evident 
declaration from mv Lorp, and he hath beftowed 
on me mercy from himfelf; who will prote&t me 
from the vengeance of Gop, if I be difobedient unto 
him? For ye fhall not add unto me, other than lofs, 
And he faid, O my people, this fhe-camel of Gop is 
a fign unto you; therefore difmifs her freely, that fhe 
may feed in Gon’s earth, and do her no harm, left 
a fwift punifhment feize you. Yet they killed her; 
and Saven faid, Enjoy yourfelvesin your dwellings 
for three days*, after which ye fhall be deftroyed. 
This isan infallible predittion. And when our decree 
came to be executed, we delivered Sa.en, and thofe 
who believed with him, through our mercy, from 
the difgrace of that day; for thy Lorp is the ftrong, 
the mighty GOD. But aterrible noife from heaven 
affailed thofe who had aéted unjuftly; and in the 
morning they were found in their houfes, lying dead 
and proftrate; as though they had never dwelt 
therein. Did not Tuamup difbelieve inthcir Lorn? 
Was not Tuamup caft far away? Our meffengers’ 
alfo came formerly unto Asranay, with good tid. 


Caap. 11. 


w We had placed our hopes on 
thee before this.] Defigning to have 
made thee our prince, becaufe of the 
fingular prudence, and other good 
qualities, which we obferved in thee; 
but thy diffenting from us in point of 
religious worfhip has fruftratcd thofe 
hopes (1). 

x For three days.] viz. Wednef- 
day, Thurfday, and Friday (2). See 
chap. 7. 

(1) Al Berpaws. (2) Idem. 
Gen. xviii. 


Y Our meffengers.] Thefe were 
the angels, who were fent to ac- 
quaint Abraham with the promife of 
Ifaac, and to deftroy Sodom and Go- 
morrah. Some of the commentators 
pretend they were twelve, or nine, 
or ten in number; but others, agree- 
ably to {cripture, fay they were but 
three, viz. Gabriel, Muchael, and 
lirafil (3). | 


(3) Idem. JALLALO’ppIN. See 


ings: 
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ings: They faid, Peace be upon thee. And he an- 
{wered, And on you be peace! and he tarried not, but 
brought a roafted calf. And when he faw that their 
hands did not touch the meat, he mifliked them, 
and entertained a fear of them*. But they faid, 
Fear not: for we are fent unto the people of Lot’. 
And his wife Saran was ftanding by®, and fhe 
laughed‘, and we promifed her Isaac, and after 
Isaac, Jacos. She faid, Alas! fhall I bear a fon, 
who am old; this my hufband alfo being advanced in 
years*? Verily this would be a wonderful thing. 
The angels anfwered, Doft thou wonder at the effect 
of the command of Gop? The mercy of Gop and 
his bleffings be upon you, the family of the houfe*: 
for he is praife-worthy, and to be glorified. And 
when his apprehenfion had departed from Asganam, 
and the good tidings of Isaac’s birth had come un.-. 
to him, he difputed with us cancerning the people of 
Lor’: for Apranuam was a pitiful, compaffionate, 

and 


© He entertained a fear of them.] whicn had ftopped for feveral years, 


Apprehending they had fome ill de- 
fign againft him, becaufe they would 
not eat with him. 

® We are fent unto the pcople of 
Lot.] Being angels, whofe nature 
needs not the {upport of food (1). 

6 Sarah was ftanding by.] Either 
behind the curtain or door of the 
tent; or clfe waiting upon them. 

© And fhe aire The com- 
mentators are fo little acquainted 
with fcripture, that, not knowing 
the true occafion of Sarah's laugh- 
ter, they ftrain their inventions to 
give fome reafon for it. One fays, 
that fhe laughed at the angels dil- 
covering themfelves, and ridding 
Abraham and herfelf of their appre- 
henfions; and another, that it was 
at the approaching deftruétion of 
the Sodomites, (a very probable mo- 
tive in one of her fex.) Some how- 
ever interpret the original word dif- 
ferently, and will have it that fhe 
did not laugh, but that her courtes, 


(1) Al Barpawt, Jarnairo’ppin. Sce Gen. xviii. 
(3) V. Gen. xviii. 23, &c, 


LALO’pDIN, Al ZAMAKHSHARI. 


caine upon her at this time, as a 
previous fign of her future concep 
tion (2). 

@ Shall I bear a fon who am old, 
my hufband alfo being advanced in 
years ?] Al Beidawi writes, that Sa- 
rah was then ninety or ninety-nine 
years old, and Abraham an hundred 
and twenty. 

© The paily of the houfe.j] Or 
the ftock whence all the prophets 
were to proceed for the future. Or 
the expreffion may perhaps refer to 
Abraham and l{mael’s building the 
Caaba, which is often called, by way 
of excellence, The houfe. 

f He difputed with us concerning 
the people of mage That is, he in- 
terceded with us for them (3). Jal- 
lalo’ddin, inftead of the numbers 
mentioned by Motes, fays. that_A- 


braham firft afked whether Goo 
would deftroy thofe cities if three 
hundred righteous perfons were 


found therein, aad fo fell fucceflive- 


(2) Idem, JAt- 


28 AL KORAN. Crap. 11. . 


and devout perfon. The angels faid untohim, O Asra- 
HAM, abftain from this; for now is the command 
of thy Lorn come, to put their fentence in execution, 
and an inevitable punifhment is ready to fall upon 
them. And when our meffengers came unto Lot, 
he was troubled for them®, and his arm was ftrait- 
ened concerning them", and he faid, This is a 
grievous day. And his people came unto him, rufh- 
ing upon him: and they had formerly been guilty of 
wickednefs. Lot faid unto them, O my people, thefe 
my daughters are more lawful for you: therefore fear 
Gop, and put me not to fhame by wronging my 
guefts, Is there not a man of prudence among you? 
They anfwered, Thou knoweft that we have no need 
of thy daughters; and thou well knoweft what we 
would have. He faid, If I had ftrength fufficient to 
oppofe you, or I could have recourfe untoa powerful 
fupport, I would certainly do it. The angels faid, O 
Lor, verily we are the meffengers of thy Lorn; 
they fhall by no means come in unto thee’. Go 
forth therefore with thy family, in fome part of the 
night, and Jet not any of you turn back: but as for 
thy wife‘, that fhall happen unto her which fhall 

happen 


ly to two hundred, forty, fourteen, 


briel, feeing his diftrefs, ftruck them 
and at laft came to one: but there 


on the face with one of his wings, 
and blinded them: 


was not one righteous perfon to be 
found among them, except only Lot 
and his family. 

© He was troubled for them.] Be- 
caufe they appeared in the fhape of 
beautiful young men, which muft 
needs tempt thofe of Sodom to abufe 
them (1). 

» His arm was ftraitened concern- 
ing them.] i. e. He knew himfelf 
unable to proteét them againft the 
infults of hjs townfmen. 

§ The angels faid, O Lot—the 
fhall by no means come in unto thee. 
Al Beidawi fays, that. Lot shut 
his door, and argued the matter with 
the riotous affembly from*behind it ; 
but at Jength they endeavoured to 
get over the wall; whereupon Ga- 


(1) JaLLaLo’ppin, Al Berpawy. 


fo that they 
moved off, crying out for help, and 
faying that Lot had magicians in his 
houfe. 

* But as for the wife, &c.] This 
feems to be the true fenfe of the 
paflage; but, according to a differ- 
ent reading of the vowel, fome in- 
terpret it, Except thy wife; the 
meaning being, that Lot is here 
commanded to take his ee with 
him, except his wife. Wherefore the 
commentators cannot agree whether 
Lot’s wife went forth with him 
or not; fome denying it, and pre- 
tending that fhe was left behind, 
and perifhed in the common de- 
ftruétion; and others afhrming it, 
and faying, that when fhe heard the 
noife 


V. Joseru. Ant. 1. 1.0. 14 
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happen unto them. Verily the predi€tion of their 
punifhment fhall be fulfilled in the morning: Is not 
the morning near ? And when our command came, we 
turned thofe cities upfide down’, and we rained upon 
them ftones of baked clay ™, one foilowing another, 
and being marked", from thy Lorn; and they are 
not far diftant from thofe who a& unjuftly®. And 
unto Manian we fent their brother SHoais?: he 
faid, O my people, worfhip Gon; ye have no Gop 
but him: and diminifh not meafure and weight. 
Verily I fee you to be in a happy condition?: but I 
fear for you the punifhment of the day which will 
encompafs the ungodly. O my people, give full 
meature, and juft weight; and diminifh not unto men 
ought of their matters; neither commit injuftice in 
the earth, a€ting corruptly. The refidue which fhall 
remain unto you asthe gift of Gon, aftcr ye fhall have 
done juftice to others, will be better for you, than 
wealth gotten by fraud; if ye be true believers. Iam 
no guardian over you. They anfwered, O Snoats, 
do thy prayers enjoin thee, that we fhould leave the 


noife of the form, and overthrow of 
the cities, fhe turned back, lamenting 
their fate, and was immediately ftruck 
down and killed by one of the ftones 
mentioned a little lower (1). A pu- 
nifhment fhe juftly merited for her in- 
fidelity, and difobedience to her huf- 
band (2). 

1 We turned thofe cities upfide 
down.] For they tell us, that Ga- 
briel thruft his wing under them, 
and lifted them up fo high, that 
the inhabitants of the lower heaven 
heard the barking of the dogs, and 
the crowing of the cocks; and then 
inverting them, threw them down to 
the earth (3). 

m Stones of baked clay.] The kiln 
‘whercin they were burned, fome ima- 
gine to have been hell. 

® And being marked.] That is, 
as fome fuppole, ftreaked with white 
and red, or having fome other pe- 


(1) Idem interpretes. 
Baipawi. (4) Idem. 


(2) See chap. Ixvi. 


culiar mark to = diftinguifh them 
from ordinary ftones. But the com- 
mon opinion is, that each ftone had 
the name of the perfon who was to 
be killed by it written thereon (4). 
The army of Abraha al Afhram was 
alfo deftroyed by the fame kind of 
ftones, 

© And they are not far diftant from 
thofe who aft unjuftly ] This is a 
kind of threat to other wicked per- 
fons, and particularly to the infidels 
of Mecca, who deferved, and might 
juftly apprehend, the fame punifh- 
ment, 

P See chap. vii. 

@ I fee you to be in a happy con- 
dition.] That is, enjoying plenty of 
all things; and therefore having the 
lefs occafion to defraud one another, 
and being the more ftrongly bound 
to be thankful and obcdient unto 
Gop. 


(3) Jauvaco’pnin, Al 


gods 
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gods which our fathers worfhipped ; or that we fhould 
not do what we pleafe with our fubftance'? Thou 
only, it feems, art the wife perfon, and fit to direét. 
He faid, O my pcople, tell me; if I have received 
an evident declaration from my Lorp, and he hath 
beftowed on me an excellent provifion, and I will not 
confent unto you in that which I forbid you; do I 
feck any othcr than your reformation to the utmoft 
ofmy powcr? My {upport is from Gop alone; on 
him do I truft, and unto him do I turn me. O my 
people, let not your oppofing of me, draw on youa 
vengeance like unto that which fell on the people of 
Noau, orthe people of Hun, orthe people of Sareu: 
neither was the people of Lor far diftant from you’. 
Aik pardon therefore of your Lorn; and be turned 
untohim; for my Lornismerciful, andloving. They 
anfwered, O Snoais, we underftand not much of 
what thou fayeft; and we fec thec to he a man of no 
power‘ among us: if it had not been for the fake of 
thy family", we had furely ftoned thee, neither 
couldeft thou have prevailed againft us. Suoars 
faid, O my people, is my family more worthy in your 
opinion, than Gon? and do yc caft him behind you 
with neglect? Verily my Lorp comprchendeth that 
which ye do. O my people, do ye work according 
to your condition ; I will furely work according to my 


¥ That we fhould not do what we 
leafe with our fubftance. For this 
iberty they imagined was taken from 
them, by his prohibition of falle 
weights and mea{ures, or to diminifh 
or adulterate their coun (1), 
® Neither was the people of Lot far 
diftant from you.| For Sodom and 
Gomorrah were fituate not a great 
way from you, and their deftru€ion 
happened not many ages ago; neither 
did t deferve it, on account of 
their obftinacy and wickednefs, much 
more than yourfelves. 
© A man of no power.] The 
Arabic word Daif, Weak, fignifying 


(1) Al Berpawz. 


alfo, in the Hamyaritic dialeé&, Blind, 
fome fuppofe that Shoaib was fo, 
and that the Midianites objeéted 
that to him, asa defc& which dif- 
qualified him for the prophetic 
office, 

" For the fake of thy family. ] i. e. 
For the iefpeft we bear to thy fa- 
mily and relations, whom we ho- 
nour as being of our religion, and 
‘not for any apprehenfion we have 
of their power to affift you againf 
us, The original word, here tran- 
flated Family, fignifies any number 
from three to feven or ten, but not 
more (2). 


(2) Idem, 


duty. 
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duty”. And ye fhall certainly know on whom will 
be infli&ted a punifhment which hall cover him with 
fhame, and whoisaliar. Wait therefore the event; 
for I alfo will wait it with you. Wherefore when our 
decree came to be executed, we delivered SHoars and 
thofe who believed with him, through ourmercy : and 
a terrible noife from heaven affailed thofe who had a€t- 
ed unjuftly ; and in the morning they were found in 
their houfes lying dead and proftrate, as though they 
had never dwelt therein. Was not Manian removed 
from off the earth, as THAmup had heen removed? 
And we formerly fent Moses with our figns, and ma- 
nifeft power, unto PuHaraou and his princes*: but 
they followed the command of Puaraon; although 
the command of Puaraon did not dircct them aright. 
Puaraon fhall precede his people on the day of refur- 
reGtion, and he fhall lead them into hell fire; an un- 
happy way fhall it be which they fhall be led. They 
were followed in this life by a curfe, and on the day 
of refurreétion miferable fhall be the gift which fhall 
be given them. This is a part of the hiftories of 
the cities, which we rehearfe unto thce. Of them 
there are fome ftanding; and others which are ut- 
terly demolifhed’. And we treated them not un- 
juftly, but they dealt unjuftly with their own fouls: 
and their gods which they invoked, befides Gon, 
were of no advantage unto them at all, when the de- 
cree of thy Lorn camc to be executed on them, 
neither were they any other than a detriment unto 
them. And thus was the punifhment of thy Lorp in- 
{litted, when he punifhed the cities which were un- 
juft ; for his punifhment is grievous and fevere. Verily 
herein is a fign unto him who feareth the punifhment 
of the laft-day: that fhall be a day whereon all men 
fhall be affembled, and that fhall be a day whereon 
witnefs fhall be borne: we defer it not, but to a 


¥ Sce chap. 6. different images of corn Randing and 
* See chap. 7, cut down, which 1s alfo often uled by 
Y Demolifhed.] Literally, mowen the facred writers. 

wn; the {fentence prefenting tic 


determined 
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determined time. When that day fhall come, no 
foul fhall fpeak toexcufe itfelf, or to intercede for ano- 
ther, but by the permiffion of GOD. Of them one 
fhall be miferable, and another fhall be happy. And 
they who fhall be miferable, fhall be thrown into hell- 
fire ; there fhall they wail and bemoan themfelves’: 
they fhall remain therein fo long as the heavens and 
the earth fhall endure*; except what thy Lorp fhall 
pleafe to remit of their fentence’; for thy Lorp ef- 
fe€teth that which he pleafeth. But they who fhall 
be happy, fhall be admitted into paradife; they fhall 
remain therein fo long as the heavens and the earth 
endure ; befides what thy Lorn fhall pleafe to add 
unto their blifs; a bounty which fhall not be inter- 
rupted. Be not therefore in doubt concerning that 
which thefe men worfhip: they worfhip no other than 
what their fathers roHbinnel before them; and we 
will furely give them their full portion, not in the 
leaft diminifhed. We formerly gave unto Mosss 
the book of the law; and difputes arofe among his 
people concerning it: and unlefs a previous decree had 
proceeded from thy Lorp, to bear with them during 
this life, the matter had been furely decided between 
them. And thy people are alfo jealous and in doubt 
concerning the Koran. But unto every one of them 
will thy Lorp render the reward of their works; for 
he well knoweth that which they do. Be thou ftedfaft 
therefore, as thou haft been commanded; and let 
him alfo be ftedfaft who fhall be con verted with thee ; 


® There fhall they wail and be- 
moan themfelves.} The two words 
in the original fignify properly, the 
vehement drawing in and expiration 
of onc’s breath, which is ufual to per- 
fons in great pain and anguifh; and 
particularly the reciprocation of the 
voice of an afs, when he brays. 

® So long as the heavens and the 
earth fhall endure.] This is not to 
be ftrily underftood, as if either 
the punifhment of the damned fhould 


have an end, or the heavens and the 
earth fhould endure for ever; the 
expreflion being only ufed by way 
of image or comaari(en. which needs 
not agree in every point with the 
thing fignified. Some, however, think 
the future heavens and earth, into 
which the prefent fhall be changed, 
are here meant (1). 

© See the Prelim. Dif. Seft. IV. 
p. 122, 123. 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


and 
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and tranfgrefs not: for he feeth that which ye do. 
And incline not unto thofe who a& unjuftly, left the 
fire of hell touch you: for ye have no proteétors, 
except Gop; neither fhall ye be affifted againft him. 
Pray regularly morning and evening‘, and in the 
former part of the night*, for good works drive 
away evils. This is an admonition unto thofe who 
confider: wherefore perfevere with patience; for 
Gop fuffercth not the reward of the righteous to pe- 
rifh. Were fuch of the generations before you en- 
dued with underftanding and virtue, who forbad the 
afting corruptly in the earth, any more than a few 
only of thofe whom we delivered? But they who 
were unjuft followed the delights which they enjoyed 
in this world®, and were wicked doers‘: and thy 
Lorp was not of fuch a difpofition as to deftroy the 
cities unjuftly *®, while their inhabitants behaved 
themfelves uprightly. And if thy Lorp pleafed, he 
would have made all men of one religion: but they 
fhall not ceafe to differ among themfelves, uniefs 
thofe on whom thy Lorp fhall have mercy: and 
unto this hath he created them; for the word of thy 
Lorp fhall be fulfilled, when he faid, Verily I will 
fill hell altogether with genii and men. The whole 
which we have related of the hiftories of our apoftles 
do we relate unto thee, that we may confirm thy 
heart thereby; and herein is the truth come unto 
thee, and an admonition, and a warning unto the 
true believers. Say unto thofe who believe not, Aét 


© Morning acd evening ] _ Lite- 
rally, in the two extremitics of the 


ay. 

Wand in the former part of the 
night.] That is, after fun-fet, and 
before fupper; when the Moham- 
medans fay their fourth prayer, called 
by them Salat al moghreb, or the 
evening prayer (1). 

© Followed the delights which they 
enjoyed in this world.] Making it 
their fole bufinefs to pleafe their 


luxurious defires and appetites, and 
placing their whole felicity therein. 

f Al Beidawi fays, that this paf- 
fage gives the reafon why the nations 
were deflroyed of old; viz. for their 
violence and injuftice, their following 
their own lufts, and for their idolatry 
and unbelief. 

© Unjuitly.] Or, as the commen- 
tator juit named explains it, for their 
idolatry only, when they obferved 
juftice in other refpects. 


(1) Al Brrpawi. 


VOL. II. 


ye 
P) 


p4 AL KORAN. Cuap. 22. 


ye according to your condition; we furely will a& 
according to our duty": and wait the iffue; for we 
certainly wait it alfo. Unto Gop is known that which 
is fecret in heaven and earth; and unto him fhall the 
whole matter be referred. Therefore worfhip him, 
and put thy truft in him; for thy Lorp is not regard- 
lefs of that which ye do. 


» See chap. 6, 


CHAP. XI. 
Intitled, Joszru'; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. R.* Thefe are the figns of the perfpicuous 
book ; which we have fent down in the Arabic 
tongue, that peradventure ye might underftand. We 
relate unto thee a moft excellent hiftory, by revealing 
unto thee this Koran’, whereas thou waft before one 
of the negligent”. When Josrpu faid unto his father", 
O my father, verily I faw in my dream eleven ftars°, 
and the fun and the moon; I faw them make 


' The Koreifh, thinking to puzzle 
Mohammed, at the inftigation, and 
by the direétion, of certain Jewifh 
Rabbins, demanded of him how 
Jacob’s family happened to go down 
into Egypt; and that he would re- 
Jate to them the hiftory of Jofeph, 
with all its circumftances: where« 
upon he pretended to have received 
this chapter from heaven, containing 
the ftory of that patriarch (1). It is 
faid, however, to have heen rejetted 
by two Mohammedan feéts, branches 
of the Kharejites, called the Aja- 
redites and the Maimianians, as apo- 
cryphal and fpurious. 

k See the Prelim. Dif. p. 78, &c. 

} This Koran.] Or this particu. 
Jar chapter. For the word Koran, 
as has been elfewhere obferved (2), 
properly fignifying no more than a 


(1) Al Berpawr, 
(3) Al Brervawa, &c. 


reading, or leture, is often ufed to 
denote, not only the whole volume, 
but any diftinét chapter, or feftion of 


it. 

™ One of the negligent.}] i.e. So 
far from being acquainted with the 
ftory, that it never fo much as en- 
tered into thy thoughts: a certain ar- 
gument, fays al Beidawi, that it 
mutt have been revealed to him from 
heaven. 

® His father.] Who was Jacob, 
the fon of Ifaac, the fon of Abra- 
ham (3). 

© Eleven ftars.] The commentators 
give us the names of thefe ftars, 
(which I think it needlefs to trouble 
the reader with,) as Mohammed re- 
peated them, at the requeft of a Jew, 
who thought to entrap him by the 
gueition (4). 


(2) Prelim. Dif. Se&. ITT. p. 74. 
(4) Idem, Al ZamakusHaRi. 


obeifance 
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obeifance unto me. Jacos faid, O my child, tell 
not thy vifion to thy brethren, left they devife fome 
plot againit thee ®; for the devil is a profefled enemy 
unto man: and thus, according tothy dream, fhall thy 
Lorp chufe thee, and teach thee the interpretation 
of dark fayings*, and he fhallaccomplifh his favour 
upon thee and upon the family of Jacos, as he hath 
formerly accomplifhed it upon thy fathers ABRAHAM 
and Isaac; for thy Lorp 1s knowing and wife. 
Surely in the hiftory of Josep and his brethren there 
are figns of GOD’s providence to the inquifitive; 
when they faid to one another, Joszrn and his bro- 
ther’ are dearer to our father than we, who are the 
greater number: our father certainly maketh a wrong 
judgment. Wherefore flay Joszpn, or drive him 
into fome diftant or defart part of the earth, and the 
face of your father fhall be cleared toward you *; 
and ye fhall afterwards be people of integrity. One 
of them‘ fpoke and faid, Slay not Joszpx, but 
throw him to the bottom of the well; and fome tra- 
vellers will take him up, if ye do this. They faid 
unto Jacos, O father, why doft thounot intruft 
Joseru with us, fince weare fincere well-wifhers un- 
to him? Send him with us to-morrow, into the field, 


.and ye will have no rival in his 
favour. - 

t One of them, on This perfon, 
‘as fome fay, was Judah, the moft 


P Left they devife fome plot art 
thee.] For they fay, Wacol judging 
that Jofeph’s dream portended his ad- 
vancement above the reft of the fami- 


ly, juftly apprehended his brethren’s - 


envy might tempt them to do him 
fome mifchief. 


4 The interpretation of dark fay- 


ings.] That is, of dreams; or, as 
others fuppofe, of the profound paf- 
fages of f{crtpturs, and all difficulties 
relpeéting either religion or jultice. 

"His brother.] Viz. Benjamin ; 
his brother by the fame mother, 

* The face of your father fhall be 
cleared towards yon Or, he will 
{ettle his love wholly upon you, 


(1) Idem, 


(2) Gen, xxxvil.'21, 22, 


prudent and noble-minded of them 
all; or, according to others, Reuben, 
whom the Mohammedan writers call 
Rubil (1). And both thefe opinions 
are fupported by the account of Mo- 
fes, who tells us, that Reuben adviled 
them not to kill Jofeph, but to throw 
him into a pit privately, intending to 
releafe him (2) ; and that afterwards 
arr in Reuben’s abfence, per~ 
uaded them not to let him die in the 
Pe but to fell him to the Ifhmaelites 


3). 


(3) Ibid. v. 26, 27. 


that 
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that he may divert himfelf, and fport’, and we will 
be his guardians. Jacos anfwered, It grieveth me 
that ye take him away; and I fear Icft the wolf de- 
‘vour him” while ye are negligent of him. They 
faid, Surely if the wolf devour him, when there are 
fo many of us, we fhall be weak indeed*. And when 
they had carried him with them, and agreed to fet 
himatthe bottom of the well ’, they executed their de- 
fign: and we fent arevelation unto him’, faying, Thou 
fhalt hereafter declare this their a@ion unto them ; 
and they fhall not perecive thee to be Josern. And 
they eame to their father at even, weeping, and faid, 


Cuar, 12. 


© That he may divert himfelf, &c.] 
Some copies read, in the firft per- 
fon plural, That we may divert our- 
Selves, &c. 

w Left the wolf devour him.] The 
reafon why Jacob feared this beaft 
mm particular, as the commentators 
fay, was either becaufe the land 
was full of wolves; or elfe becaufe 
| tie had dreamed he faw Jofeph 

evoured by one of thofe creatures 
1), 
; We fhall be weak indeed. i. e. 
It will be an inftance of extreme weak- 
nefs and folly inus, and we fhall be 
jeftly blamed for his lofs. 

y At the bottom of the well.) 
This well. fay fome, was a certain 
well near Jerufalem. or not far from 
the river Jordan; but others call it 
the well of Egypt, or Midian. The 
commentators tell us, that when 
the fons of Jacob had gotten Jofeph 
with them in the field, they began 
to abufe and beat him fo unmerci-~ 
fully, that they had killed him, had 
not Judah, on his crying out for 
help, infifled on the promife they 
had made, not to kill him, but to 
caft him into the well,  Where- 
upon they let him down a little 
way; but as he held by the fides 
of the well, they bound him, and 
took off his inner garment, defign- 
ing to ftain it with blood, to de- 


(1) Al Beipawi, i ai been: 


(3; See chap. xxi. 


ceive their father. Jofeph begged 
hard to have his garment return- 
ed him, but to no purpofe, his 
brothers telling him, with a f{neer, 
that the eleven ftars and the fun 
and the moon might clothe him and 
keep him company. When they 
had Jet him down half way, they 
let him fall thence to the bottom; 
and there being water in the well, 
ed the {cripture fays the contrary), 
e was obliged to get upon a ftone, 
on which, as he ftood weeping, the 
ange] Gabricl came to him with the 
revelation mentioned immediately 
2). 
* We fent a revelation unto him.] 
Jofeph being then but feventecen 
‘le old, Al Beidaéwi obferves, that 
erein he refembled John the Baptift 
and Jesus, who were alfo favoured 
with the divine communication very 
carly. The commentators pretend 
that Gabriel alfo clothed him in 
the well with a garment of filk of 
paradife, For they fay, that when 
Abraham was thrown into the fire by 
Nimrod (3), he was ftripped; and 
that Gabriel brought this garment, 
and put it on him; and that from 
Abraham it defcended to Jacob, 
who folded it up, and put it into 
an amulet, which he hung about Jo- 
{eph’s neck, whence Gabriel drew it 
out (4). 


Al ZAMAKHSHARI. 


(2) Idem. 


4) Al Becpawi, Al ZAMAKUSHARI, 


Father, 
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Father, we went and ran races with one another’, and 
we left JoserH with our baggage, and the wolf hath 
devoured him ; but thou wilt not believe us, although 
we fpeak the truth. And they produced his inner 
garment ftained with falfe blood. Jacos anfwered, 
Nay, but ye yourfelves have contrived the thing for 
your own fakes®: however, patience is molt be- 
coming, and Gon’s afliftance is to be implored to en- 
able me to fupport the misfortune which ye relate. 
And certain travellers® came, and fent onc” to draw 
water for them: and he let down his bucket‘, and faid, 
Good news'! this is a youth. And they concealed 
him, that they might fell him asa piece of merchan- 
dife: but Gop knew that which they did. And they 
fold him for a mean price, for a few pence’, and 


* And ran races, &c.] Thefe ra- 
ces they ufed by way of exercife; and 
the commentators generally under- 
ftand here that kind of race wherein 
they alfo fhewed their dexterity in 
throwing darts, which is itill ufed 
in the eaft. 

‘Ye yourfelves have contrived the 
thing, &c.] This Jacob had reafon 
to fufpeét, becaufe, when the garment 
was brought to him. he obferved, 
that though it was bloody, yet it was 
not torn (1). 

© Certain travellers.] Viz. a ca- 
ravan or company travelling from 
Midian to Egypt, who iefled near 
the well three days after Jofeph had 
been thrown into it. 

¢ They fent one to draw water, 
&c,] The commentators are fo ex- 
act as to give us the name of this 
man, who, as they pretend, was 
Malec Ebn Dhor, of the tribe of 
Khozaah (2). 

© He let down his bucket.] And 
Jofeph, making ule of the oppor- 
tunity, took hold of the cord, and 
was drawn up by the man. 

f Good news. ] The original words 
are, Ya bofhra: the latter of which 
fone take for the proper name 
of the water-drawer’s companion, 


(1) Al Bripawi. 


C 3 


(2) Idem. 


valued 


whom he called to his aMftances 
and then they muft be tranflated, 
O bofkra. 

& They concealed him, &c.] The 
expofitors are not agreed whether 
the pronoun, f¢hry, relates to Malec 
and his compamons, or to Jo'eph's 
brethren. They who efpoule the 
former opiuion fay, that thofe who 
came to sane water, concealed the 
manner of their coming by him 
from the reft of the caravan, that 
they might keep him to themlelves ; 
pretending that fome people of the 
place had given him to them to fell 
for them in Egypt. And they who 
prefer the latter opinion, tell us, 
that Judah carried victuals to Joleph 
every day while he was in the well, 
but not) finding him there on the 
fourth day, he acquamted his bro- 
thers with it; whereupon they all 
went to the caravan, and claimed 
Jofeph as their flave, he not daring 
to difeover chat he was their brother, 
Jeft fomething worfe fhould betal 
him; and at fength they agreed to 
{ell him to them (3). 

4 ‘They fold him for a mean price, 
&c.] Namely, twenty or twenty- 
two dithems. and thole not of full 
weight nether; for having ih 


(3) Idem. 


38 AL KORAN. Cuar. 12. 


valued hifn lightly. And the Egyptian who bought 
him', faid to his wife*, Ufe him honourably, perad- 
venture he may be ferviceable to us, or we may 
adopt him for our fon'. Thus did we prepare an 
eftablifhment for Josepu in the earth, and we taught 
him the interpretation of dark fayings: for Gop 1s 
well able to effe&t his purpofe; but the greater part 
ef men do not underftand. And when he had at- 
tained his age of firength, we beftowed on him wil- 
dom, and knowledge; for thus do we recompenfe 
the righteous. And fhe, in whofe houfe he was, de- 
fired him to lie with her; and fhe fhut the doors, and 
faid, Come hither. He anfwered, Gop forbid! 
Verily my lord ™ hath made my dwelling with him 
eafy; and the ungrateful fhall not profper. But fhe 
refolved within herfelf to enjoy him, and he would . 
have refolved to enjoy her, had he not feen the evi- 


dent demonttration of his Lorp”. 


ed one ounce of filver only, the re- 
mainder was paid by tale, which is 
the moft unfair way of payment (1). 

i The Egyptian who bought hinn. 
His name was Kitfir, or Itfir, a 
corruption of Potiphar;) and he was 
aman of great confideration, being 
7 oa of the royal treafury 
(2). 
The commentators fay, that Jo- 
feph came into his fervice at feven- 
teen, and lived with him thirteen 
years; and that he was made prime 
minifter in the thirty-third year of 
his age, and died at an hundred and 
They who fuppafe Jofeph 

T who fuppose Jofeph was 
Gira: fold. difier ae to ihe ches the 
Egyptian paid for him: fome faying 
at was twenty din4rs of gold, a pair of 
fhoes, and two white garments; and 
others, that it was a large quantity of 
filver, or of gold. 

k His wife.) Some call her Rail; 
but the name the is befl known by, is 
that of Zoleikha. 

1 Or we may adopthim.] Kitfir 
having no children, It is faid that 
Jofeph gained his mafter’s good opi- 
mion fo fuddenly by his countenance, 


(1) Al Bexpawz. 


So we turned 
away 


which Kitfir, who, they pretend, 
had great skill in phyfiognomy, judged 
to indicate his prudence and other 
good qualities. 

m My lord] viz. Kitfir. But 
others underfland it to be fpoken of 
Gop. 

® Had he not feen the evident de-~ 
monitration of his sia That is, 
had he not, ferioufly confidered the ° 
filthingf of whoredom, and _ the 
great guilt thereof. Some, how- 
ever, fuppofe that the words mean 
fome miraculous voice or apparition, 
fent by Gop to divert Jofeph froin 
executing the criminal thoughts 
which began to poffefs him. For 
they fay, that he was fo far tempted 
with his miftrefs’s beauty and en- 
ticing behaviour, that he fat in her 
lap, and even began to undrefs him- 
felf, when a voice called to him, 


. and bid him beware of her; but he 


taking no notice of this admonition, 
though it was repeated three times, 
at length the angel Gabriel, or, as 
others will have it, the figure of his 
maftcr, appeared to him: but the 
more gencral opinion is, that it was 
the apparition of his father Jacob, 


{2) Idem. 
who 
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away evil and filthinefs from him, becaufe he was one 
of our fincere fervants. And they ran to get one be- 
fore the other to the door®; and fhe'rent his inner 

arment behind. And they met her lord at the door. 
She faid, What fhall be the reward of him who feek- 
eth to commit evil in thy family, but imprifonment, 
and a painful punt‘hmcnt? And Josepu faid, She 
afked me to lie with her. And a witnefs of her fa- 
mily ? bore witncfs, faying, If his garmépt be rent 
before, fhe fpeaketh truth, and he is a liar; but if 
his garment be rent behind, fhe lieth, and he is a 
{peaker of truth. And when her hufband faw that 
his garment was torn behind, he faid, This is a cun- 
ning contrivance of your fex; for furely your cun- 
ning is great. O Josrpn, take no farther notice of 
this affair: and thou, O woman, afk pardon for thy 
crime: for thou art a guilty perfon. And certain 
women faid publicly? in the city, The nobleman’s 
wife afked her fervant to lie with her; he hath in- 
flamed her breaft with his love; and we perceive her 
to be in a manifeft error. And when fhe heard of 
their fubtle behaviour, fhe fent unto them’, and pre- 
pared a banquet for them, and fhe gave to each of 
them a knife; and fhe faid unto Joszpx, Come forth 
unto them. And when they faw him, they praifed 


_ who bit his fingers ends; or, as fome 
write, ftruck him on the breaft, 
whereupon his lubricity pafled out 
at the ends of his fingers (1). 

For this fable, fo injurious to the 
charaéter of Jofeph, the Mohamme- 
dans are obliged to their old friends 
the Jews (2), who imagine that he 
had a defign to lie with his miftrefs, 
from thele words of Mofes (3), And 
it came to pafs—that Jofeph went in- 
to the houfe to do his bufinefs, &c. 

°They ran tothe door.] He fly- 
ing from her, and fhe ruuning after 
to detain him. 


(1) Al Berpawr, Al ZAmMAKHNSHARI, 
p. 36. V. 
(3) Genef. xxxix. 11. 


(2) Talm. Babyl. Sed. Nafhim, 


art 3. p. 509. 


5) Al Bervawi. (6) Idem. 


C4 


P A witnels of her family.] Viz. 
A contin of hers, who was then a 
child in the cradle (4). 

@ Certain women, &c.] — Thete 
women, whofe tongues were fo tree 
with Zoleikha’s chara@ter on this oce 
cafion, were five in number, and the 
wives of fo many of the king’s chief 
officers, viz. his chamberlain, his 
butler, his baker, his jailor, and his 
herd{man (5). 

’ She fent unto them.] The num- 
ber of all the women invited was 
forty, and among them were the five 
ladies above-mentioned (6). 


JALLALO'DDIN, YARYA, 
Bartotocc. Bibl. Rabb. 
(4) Supra citati inteypretes. 


him 
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him greatly*; and they cut their own hands‘, and 
faid, O Gop! this is not a mortal; he is no other 
than an angel, deferving the higheft refpe@l. And 
his miftrefs faid, This ishe, for whofe fake ye blamed 
me: I afked him to lie with me, but he hath con- 
ftantly refufed. But if he do not perform that which 
I command him, he fhall furely be caft into prifon, 
and he fhall be made one of the contemptible. Jo- 
sepH faid, O Lorp, a prifon is more eligible unto 
me than the crime to which they invite me; but un- 
lefs thou turn afide their {nares from me, I fhall 
youthfully incline unto them, and I fhall become one 
of the foolifh. Wherefore his Lorn heard him, and 
turned afide their fnare from him; for he both 
heareth and knoweth. And it feemed good unto 
them," even after they had feen the figns of his 
innocency, to imprifon him for a time. And 
there entered into the prifon with him two of 
the king’s fervants”. One of them* faid, It 
feemed to me in my dream that I prefled wine out 


® They praifed him greatly.] The 
old Latin tranflators have ftrangely 
miftaken the fenfe of the original 
word Acbarnaho, which they render 
Menftruate funt; and then rebuke 
Mohammed for the indecency, crying 
out demurely in the margin, O fa 
dum & obfia@num prophetam! Er- 
penius (1) thinks that there is not the 
Jeaft trace of fuch a meaning in the 
word; but he is miftaken; for the 
verb Cabara, in the fourth conjuga- 
tion, which is here ufed, has that 
import; though the fubjoining of 
the pronoun to it here (which pof- 
fibly the Latin tranflators did not ob- 
ferve) abfolutely overthrows that in- 
terpretation. 

* They cut their own hands.]} 
Through extreme furprife at the 
wonderful beauty of Jofeph; which 
furprife Zoleikha forefeeing, put 
knives into their hands, on purpofe 
that this accident might happen. 
Some writers have obferved, on oc- 
cafion of this paffage, that it is cuf- 
somary in the eaft for lovers to tef- 


tify the violence of their paffion by 
cutting themfelves, as a figr that 
they would fpend their blood in the 
fervice of the perfon beloved; which 
is true enough; but I do not find 
that any of the commentators fup- 
pofe thefe Egyptian ladies had any 
juch delign. 

¥ It feemed good unto them. ] 
That is to Kitfir and his friends. The 
occafion of Jofeph’s imprifonment 
is faid to be, either that they fuf- 
pected him to be guilty, notwith- 
ftanding the proofs which had been 
given of his innocence; or elfe that 
Zoleikha defired it, feigning, to de- 
ceive her hufband, that fhe wanted 
to have Jofeph removed from her 
fight, till fhe could conquer her paf- 
fion by tine ; though her real defign 
was to force him to compliance. 

~ Two of the king's fervants.} 
Viz. His chief butler and baker; 
who were ‘accufed of a defign to 
poifon him. 

* One of them] Namely, the 
butler, 


(1) Innot. ad Hilt. Jofephi. 


of 
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of grapes. And the other faid, It feemed unto me in 
my dream that I carried bread on my head, whereof 
the birds did eat. Declare unto us the interpre- 
tation of our dreams, for we perceive that thou 
art a beneficent perfon. JoszrH anfwered, No 
food wherewith ye may be nourifhed’ fhall come 
unto you, but I will declare unto you the inter- 
pretation thereof, before it come unto you’. This 
knowledge isa part of that which my Lorop hath taught 
me: for I have left the religion of people who believe 
not in Gop, and who deny the life to come; and I 
follow the religion of my fathers, ABRanam,andIsaac, 
and Jacor. It is not lawful for us to aflociate any 
thing with Gop. This knowledge of the divine unity 
hath been given us of the bounty of Gop towards 
us, and towards mankind; but the greater part of men 
are not thankful. O my fellow-prifoners, are fundry 
lords better, or the only true and mighty Gop? Ye 
worfhip not, befides him, other than the names which 
ye have named’, ye and your fathers, concerning 
which Gop hath fent down no authoritative proof: 
yet judgment belongeth unto Gopalone; who hath 
commandcd that ye worfhip none befides him. This 
isthe right religion: but the greater part of men know 
itnot. O my fellow-prifoners, verily the one of 
you fhall ferve wine unto his lord, as formerly ; but 
the other fhall be crucified, and the birds {hall eat 
from off his head. The matter isdecrced concerning 
which ye feek to be informed. And Josespu {aid 
unto him, whom he judged to be the perfon who 
fhould cfcape of the two, Remember me in the pre- 
fence of thy lord. But the devil caufed him to for- 
get to make mention of Josrern unto his lord’, 

where- 


Y No food wherewith ye may be or elfe, he here offers to prophefy 
nourifhed, fhall come unto you, but to them beforehand, the  quantit 
IT will declare unto you the’ interpre- and quality of the victuals whic 
tation thereof before it come unto — fhould be fraud them, asa taite of 
you.] The meaning of this paffage his fkall, 
feems to be, either that Jofeph, to 2 See chap. vil. 
fhew he ufed no arts of divination or * But the devil caufed him to forget 
aftrology, promifes to interpret their to mention Josgrx unto his Jor z 
dreams to ‘them immediately, even According to the explication o 
before they fhould eat a Gingte meal; fume, who take the pionoun, Arm, 

to 
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wherefore he remained in the prifon fome years’. 
And the king of Ecyprt‘ faid, Verily I faw in my 
dream feven fat kine, which feven lean kine devoured, 
and feven green ears of corn, and other feven withered 
ears. O nobles, expound my vifion unto me, if ye 
be able to interpret a vifion. They anfwered, They 
are confufed dreams: neither are we {killed in the 
interpretation of fuchkind of dreams. And Joszpu's 
fellow-prifoner, who had been delivered, faid, (for he 
remembered Joszpu after a certain fpace of time,) 
i will declare unto you .the interpretation thereof ; 
wherefore let me go unto the perfon who will interpret 
itunto me. And he went to the prifon, and faid, O 
JoserH, thou man of veracity, teach us the inter- 
pretation of feven fat kine, which feven lean kine de- 
voured ; and of feven green ears of corn, and other 
feven withered ears, which the king faw in hisdream ; 
that I may return untothe men who have fent me, that 
peradventure they may undcritand the fame. Joszpy 
anfwered, Ye fhall fow fevenycars as ufual: and the 
corn whichye fhall reap,do ye leave in its ear‘, except 
a little whereof ye may eat. Then fhall there come, 
after this, feven grievous years of famine, which fhall 
confume what ye fhall have laid up asa provifion for 
the fame, except alittle which ye fhall have kept. Then 
fhall there come, after this, a year, whercin men fhal] 


FThe king of Egypt.}] This 


to relate to Jofeph, this paflage may 
prince, as the orienta] writers gene» 


be rendered, But the devil caufed 


him (i. ¢. Jofeph) to forget to make 
his application unto his lord; and to 
beg the good offices of his fellow- 
prifoner for his deliverance, inftead 
of relying on Gap alone, as it be- 
¢amea prophet, efpecially, to have 
done (1). 

b Some years.] The original word 
fignifying any number, from three 
to nine, or ten; the common opi- 
nion is, that Jofeph remained in pri- 
fon feven years; though fome fay 
be was confined no Jefs than twelve 


years (2). 


(1) Al Berpawr. 
Dif. p. 10, 13, 


(2) Idem, JALLALO’pDIN. 
(4) Al Bespaws. 


rally agree, was Riyan, the fon of 
al Walid the Amalekite (3), who was 
converted by Jofeph to the worfhip 
of the true Gop, and died in the 
life-time of that prophet. But fome 
pretend that the Pharaoh of Jofeph 
and of Mofes, were one and the 
fame perfon, and that he lived (or 
rather rcigned) four hundred years 


4). 
@ Ye fhall leave the corn in the 


ear, &c.} To preferye it from the 
weevil (5). 


3) See the Prelim. 
| (5) Idem. 


have 


See chap. vii. 
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have plenty of rain‘, and wherein they fhall prefs 
wine and oil. And when the chief butler had reported 
this, the king faid, Bring him unto me. And 
when the meffenger came unto Joszpu, he {aid, 
Return unto thy lord, and afk of him, what was 
the intent of the women who cut their hands‘, for 
my Lorp well knoweth the {nare which they laid for 
me®. And when the women were affembled before 
the king, he faid unto them, What was your defign, 
when ye folicited Joszpx to unlawful love? They 
anfwered, Gop be praifed! we know not any ill of 
him. The nobleman’s wife faid, Now is the truth 
become manifeft: I folicited him to lie with me; 
and he is one of thofe who fpeak truth. And when 
Joseru was acquainted therewith, he faid, This difco- 
very hath been made, that my lord might know that I 
was not unfaithful unto him in his abfence, and that 
Goo direéteth not the plot of the deceivers. * Nei- 
ther do I abfolutely juftify myfelf": fince every foul 
is pronc unto evil, except thofe on whom my Lorp 


© Wherein men fhall have plenty 
of rain.] Notwithftanding what 
fome ancient authors write to the 
contrary (1), it often rains in winter 
in the Lower Egypt; and even {now 
has been obferved to fall at Alexan- 
dria, contrary to the exprefs affertion 
of Seneca (2). In the Upper Egypt, 


commentators, that Jofeph does not 
bid the meffenger move the king to 
inform himfelf of the truth of the af- 
fair, but bids him direétly to afk the 
king, to incite him to make the pro- 
per inguiry with the greater earneit- 
ne{fs, They alfo oblerve that Joleph 
takes care not to mention his miftrefs, 


indeed, towards the cataracts of Nile, 
it rains very feldom /3). Some, 
however, fuppofe that the rains here 
Mentioned, are intended of thofe 
which fhould fall in Ethiopia, and 
occafion the {welling of the Nile, the 
great caufe of the fertility of Egypt; 
or elfe of thofe which fhould fall in 
the neighbouring countries, which 
were alfo afflicted with famine dur- 
ing the fame time. 

* Retum unto thy lord, and afk 
of him, &c.} Jofeph, it feems, cared 
Not to get out of prifon, till his in- 
mocence was publicly known and 
declared. It is obferved by the 


(1) Prato, in Timeo, Pomp. MELA. 


out of relpeét and gratitude tur the 
favours he had received while in her 
houte (4). 

€ The fnare which they had laid 
for me. ] Endeavouring, both by threats 
and peiiuafions, to entice me to come 
mit folly with my miftrefs. 

h Neither do I abfolately junftify 
mvielf.] According to a tradition 
of Ebn Abbas, Jofeph had no fooner 
{poken the foreyoing words, alferting 
his innocency, than Gabriel faid to 
him, What not when thou waft deli- 
berating to lie with her? Upon 
which Jofeph confelfed his frailty 


(5). 


(2) Nat. quaft.l. 4. (3) See 


Grravis’s Delcr. of the Pyramids, p. 74, &c. Ray’s Colleétion of Travels, 


T. 2. p. gz. 


(4) Al Beswawi, &c. 


(5) Idem. &c. 


fhall 


XIII. 
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fhall fhew mercy; for my Lorp is gracious and 
merciful. And the king faid, Bring him unto me: 
I will take him into my own. peculiar fervice. And 
when Joserx was brought unto the king, and he had 
difcourfed with him, he faid, Thou art this day 
firmly eftablifhed with us, and fhalt be entrufted with 
our affairs'. JosrrH anfwered, Sct me over the 
ftore-houfes of the land; for I will bea fkilful keeper 
thereof. Thus did we eftablifh Joszpu in the land, 
that he might provide himfelf a dwelling therein, 
where he pleafed. We beftow our mercy on whom 
we pleafe, and we fuffer not the reward of the righte- 
ous to perifh: and certainly the reward of the next 
life is better, for thofe who believe, and fear GOD. 
Moreover Joseru’s brethren came“, and went in 


unto 


4 And when Jofeph was brought 
unto the king, &c.] The commen- 
tators fay, that Jofeph being taken 
out of prifon, after he had wafhed 
and changed his cioaths, was intro. 
duced to the king, whom he faluted 
in the Hebrew tongue; and on 
the king’s afking what language 
that was, he anfwered, that it was 
the language of his fathers. This 
prince, they fay, underftood no lefs 
than feventy languages, in ever 
one of which he difcourfed wit 
jofeph, who anfwered him in the 
ame; at which the king greatly 
marvelling, defired him to relate 
his dream, which he did, defcribing 
the moft minute circumftances ; 
whereupon the king placed Jofeph 
by him on his throne, and made 
him his Wazir, or chief minifter, 
Some fay that his mafter Kitfir dying 
about this time, he not only fuc- 
ceeded him in his place, but, by 
the king’s command, married the 
widow, his late miftrefs, whom he 
found to be a virgin, and who bare 
him Ephrahim and Manailes (1). So 
that according to this tradition, fhe 
was the fame woman who is called 


(1) Idem, Kitasrarasir, &c. 
ait. Joufouf. 


(3) V. Goris not. in Alfragan. p. 175, &c. 


Afenath by Mofes. 
marriage, which authorifed _ their 
amours, probably encouraged the 
Mohammedan divines to make ufe of 
the loves of Jofeph and Zolvikha, as 
an allegorical emblem of the fpiri- 
tual love between the Creator and 
the creature, Gop and the fouls 
juft as the Chriflians apply the fong 
of Solomon to the fame myftical pur 
pofe (2). 

& Moreover, Jofeph’s — brethren 
came, &c. | Jofeph being made 
Wazir, governed with great wifdom; 
for he not only caufed juftice to be 
impartially adminiftered, and encou- 
raged the people to induffry and 
the improvement of agriculture dur= 
ing the feven years of plenty, but 
began and perfe€ted feveral works 
of great benefit; the natives at this 
day afcribing to the patriarch Jofeph 
almoft all the ancient works of fee 
lic utility throughout the kingdom ; 
and particularly the rendering the 
province of al Feyyim, from a ftand- 
ing pool or marth, the moft fertile 
and _ beft hea Jand - ie 
Fyypt (3). When the years of fa- 
ine ae the effels of which 

were 


This fuppofed 


(2) V. D'Hersexort. Bibl. Orient. 


KIxCHER, 


Ocdip. A’gypt. vol. 1. p. 8. Lucas, Voy. tom, ii. p. 205, & tom. iii. p. 53. 
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unto him; and he knew them, but they knew not 
him. And when he had furnifhed them with their 
provifions, he faid, Bring unto me your brother, the 
fon of your father: do ye not fee that I give full 
meafure, andthat I am the moft hofpitable receiver 
of guefts? Butif ve bring him not unto me, there 
fhall be no corn meafured unto you from me, neither 
fhall ye approach my prefence. They anfwcred, We 
will endeavour to obtain him of his father, and we 
will certainly perform what thou requireft. And Jo- 
sePH faid to his fervants, Put their money ', which 
they have paid for their corn, into their facks, that 
they may perceive it, when they fhall be returned to 
their family: peradventure they will come back unto 
us. And when they were returned unto their father, 
they faid, O father, it is forbidden to meafure out 


were felt not only in Egypt, but in 
Syria and the neighbouring coun- 
tries, the inhabitants were obliged 
to apply to Jofeph for corn, which 
he fold to them; firft for their mo- 
ney, jewels, and ornaments, then 
for their cattle and lands, and at 
length for their perfons; fo that all 
the Egyptians in gencral became 
flaves to the king ; though Jofeph, 
by his confent, foon relealed them, 
and returned them their fubftance. 
The dearth being felt in the land 
of Canaan, Jacob fent all his fons, 
except only Benjamin, into Egypt 
for corn, On their arrival, Jofeph 
(who well knew them) afked them 
who they were, fayinghe fufpeéted 
them to be fpies; but they sale him 
me came only to buy provifions, 
and that they were all the fons of 
an ancient man named Jacob, who 
was alfo a prophet. Jofeph then 
afked how many brothers there were 
of them ; and they anfwered, Twelve; 
but that one of them had heen loft 
in a defart. Upon which he en- 
quis for the eleventh brother, 
there being no more than ten of 


them prefent. They faid, he was 


(1) Al Bespaws. 


a lad, and with their father, whofe 
fonduefs for him would not fuffer 
him to accompany them in their 
journcy. At length Jofeph afked 
them, who they had to vouch for 
their veracity; but they told him 
they knew no man who could vouch * 
for them in Egypt. Then, replied 
he, one of you fhall ftay behind 
with me as a pledge, and the others 
may return home with their provie 
fions; and when ye come again, 
ye fhall bring your younger brother 
with you, that I may know ye have 
told me the truth. Whereupon, it 
being in vain to difpute the matter, 
they caft lots who fhould ftay behind, 
and the Jot {ell upon Simeon. When 
they departed, Jofehh gave eah of 
them a camel, and another for their 
brother (1). 

1 Their money.] The onzinal 
word fhignifying not only moncy, 
butalfo goods bartered or given tn 
exchange for other merchandite 
Some commentators tell us. that 
they paid for their corn, not im mo- 
ney, but in fhoes and diciled {kins 


(2). 
(2) Idem. 


corn 
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corn unto us any more, unlefs we carry our brother 
Bn jamin with us; wherefore fend our brothcr with 
us, and we fhall have corn meafured unto us ; and we 
will certainly guard him fromany mifchance. Jacos 
anfwered, Shall I truft him with you with any better 
fuccefs than I trufted your brother Joszpx with you 
heretofore? But Gon is the beft guardian; and he 
is the moft merciful of thofe who fhew mercy. And 
when they opened their provifions, they found their 
money had been returned unto them; and they faid, 
O father, what do we defire farther ? This ourmoney 
hath been returned unto us: we will therefore return, 
and provide corn for our family: we will take care 
of our brother; and we fhall receive a camel's bur- 
then more than we did the laft time. This is a {mall 
quantity ™. Jacos faid, I will by no means fend 
him with you, until ye give me a folemn promife, 
and {wear by Gop, that ye will certainly bring him 
back unto me, unlcfs ye be encompaffed by fome in- 
evitable impediment. And when they had given him 
their folemn promife, he faid, Gop is witnefs of 
what we fay. And he faid, My fons, cntcr not into 
the city by one and the fame gate; but enter by dif- 
ferent gates. But this precaution will be of no ad- 
vantage unto you again{t the decree of Gop; for 
judgment belongeth unto Gop alone: inhimdoI put 
my truft, and in him let thofe confide who feek in 
whom to put theirtruft. And when they entered the 
city, as their father had commanded them, it was of 
no advantage unto them againft the decree of Gop; 
and the fame ferved only to fatisfy the defirc of J acoz’s 
foul, which he had charged them to perform: for he 
was endued with knowledge of that which we had 
taught him ; but the greater part of men do not un- 
derftand. And when they entered into the prefence 


™ This is a fmall quantity.] The 
meaning may be, either that the coin 
they now brought was not fufficient 
for the fupport of their families, fo 
that it was necefflary for them to take 
journcy ; or clfe that a cae 


mel’s load more or lefs was but a 
trifle to the king of Egypt. Some 
fuppofe thefe to be the words of Ja- 
cob, declaring it was too mean acon- 
fideration to induce him to part with 


his fon. 
of 
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of Josepx, he received his brother Benyamrn as his 
gueft, and faid, Verily I am thy brother": be not 
therefore affli€ed for that which they have commit- 
ted againft us. And when he had furnifhed them 
with their provifions, he put his cup ° in his brother 
Benyamin’s fack. Then acryer cried after them, 
faying, O company of travellers, ye are furely thieves. 
They faid, (and turned back unto them,) What is it 
that ye mifs? They anfwered, We mifs the prince’s 
cup: and unto him who fhall produce it, fhall be 
given a Camel’s load of corn; and I will be furety for 
the fame. Josepn’s brethren replied, By Gop, ye 
do well know, that we came not to aét corruptly in 
the land’, neither are we thieves. The Ecyprians 
faid, What fhall be the reward of him who fhall ap- 
pear to have ftolen the cup, if ye be found liars? Jo- 
sepH’s brethren anfwered, As to the reward of him, 
in whole fack it fhall be found, let him become a 
bondman in fatisfa&tion for the fame: thus do we re- 
ward the unjuft, who are guilty of theft’. Then he 
began by their facks, before he fearched the fack of 


® He received his brother Benja- 
min as his gueft, &c.] It is related 
that Jofeph, having invited his bre- 
thren to an entcrtainment, ordered 
them to he placed two and two to- 
gether: by which means Benjamin, 
the eleventh, was obliged to {it 
alone, and burfting into tears, faid, 
If my brother Jofeph were alive, he 
would have fat with me. Where- 
upon Jofeph ordered him to be feated 
at the fame table with himfelf; and 
when the entertainment was over, 
difmiffed the reft, ordering that they 
Should be lodged two and two in a 
houfe; but kept Benjamin in his 
own apartment, where he. pafled the 
night. The next day Jofeph afked 
him, whether he would accept of 
himfelf for his brother, in the room 
of him whom he had loft; to which 
Benjamin replied) Who can find a 


‘brother comparable unto thee? yet 
thou art not the fon of Jacob and 
Rachel. And upon this Joleph dif- 
covered himfelt to him (1). 

° His cup] Some imagine this 
to be a meafure holding aSaa, (or 
about a gallon,) wherein they ufed to 
meafure com, or give water to the 
beafts, But others take it to be @ 
drinking-cup of filver or gold. 

P Ye well know that we came not 
to a& cormptly, &c.] Both by our 
behaviour among you, and our 
bringing again our money, which was 
Teturned unto us, without ourknow-~ 
ledge. 

@ Thus do we reward thofe who 
are guilty of theft.) This was the 
method of punifhing theft ufed by 
Jacob and his family : for among the 
Egyptians it was puvifhed in another 
manner, 


(s) Al Barpaws. 
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his brother"; and he drew out the cup from his bro- 
ther’s fack. Thus did we furnifh Joseru witha ftra- 
tagem. It was not lawful for him to take his brother 
for a bondman, by the law of the kingof Ecyrt', had 
not Gop pleafed to allow it, according tothe offer of 
his brethren. We exalt to degrees of knowledge and 
honour whom we pleafe: and there is one who is 
knowing above all thofe who are endued with know- 
ledge. His brethren faid, If Benjamin be guilty of 
theft, his brother Joszerx hath been alfo guilty of 
theft heretofore‘. But JosrepH concealed thefe 
things in his mind, and did not difcover them 
unto them: and he faid within himfelf, Ye are in a 
worfe condition than ustwo; and Gop beft knoweth 
what ye difcourfe about. They faid unto Joszpn, 
Noble lord, verily this lad hath an aged father: 
wherefore take one of usin his ftead ; for we perceive 
that thou art a beneficent perfon. Josep anfwered, 
Gop forbid that we fhould take any other than him 
with whom we found our goods; for then fhould we 
certainly be unjuft. And when they defpaired of ob- 
taining Bexjamin, they retired to confer privately 
together. And the elder of them" faid, Do ye not 


* He kegan by their facks, &c.] 
Some fuppofe this fearch was made 
by the perfon whom Jofeph fent after 
them; others, by Jofeph himfelf, 
when they were brought back to the 
city. 

® It was not lawful for him to take 
his brother for a bondman by the law 
of Egypt.] For there the thief was 
not reduced to fervitude, but was 
{courged, and obliged to reftore the 
double of what he hac ftolen (12). 

* His brother Jofeph hath been 
guilty of theft heretofore.] The oc- 
cahon of this fufpicion, it is faid, 
was, that Jofeph having been 
brought up by his father's filter, 
fhe became fo fond of him, that 
when he grew up, and Jacob defign- 
«ed to take him from her, fhe con- 
trved the followmg flatagem to 
kecp hin. Having a girdle which 


(1; Al Berpawi, JaALLaLo’pDIN, 


had once belonged to Abraham, fhe 
girt it about the child, and then 
pretending fhe had lofl it, caufed 
ftriG fearch to be made for it: and it 
bemg at length found on Jofeph, he 
was adjudged, according to the 
above-mentioned Jaw of the family, 
to be delivered to her as her property. 
Some, however, fay, that Joleph ac- 
tually ftole an idol of gold, which 
belonged to his mother’s father, and 
deftroyed it; a ftory probably taken 
from Rachel's ftcaling the images of 
Laban: and others tell us that he once 
ftole a goat, ora hen, to givefo a poor 
man (2). 

u Theelder of them.] viz. Reue 
ben. But fome think Simeon or Ju- 
dah to be here meant; and inftead, of 
the elder, interpret it, the moft pru- 
dent of them. 


(2) JaLLALo’pprn. 
know 


whom weare arrived, and thou wilt find that we fpeak 
the truth. And when they were returned, and had 
{fpoken thus to their father, he faid, Nay, but rather 
ye yourfelves have contrived the thing toe your own 
fakes: but patience is moft proper for me; perad- 
venture Gop will reftore them all” unto me; for he 
is knowing and wife. And he turned from them and 
faid, O how am I grieved forfoszru! And his eyes 
became white with mourning”, he being oppreffed 
with deep forrow. His fons faid, By Gop, thou 
wilt not ceafe to remember Joseru, until thou be 
brought to death’s door, or thou be aétually de- 
ftroyed by exceffive afflittion. He anfwered, I 
only reprefent my grief, which I am not able to 
contain, and my forrow unto Gop; but I know 
by revelation from Gop, that which ye know not’. 
O my fons, go and make inquiry after Joszpa 
and his brother; and defpair not of the mercy of 
Gop; for none defpaireth of Gop’s mercy, except 


y I know by revelation from Gon, 


© Peraggenture Gop will reftore 
that which ye know not.] Viz. That 


them all, +] i.e. Jofeph, Ben- 


jamin, and Simeon. 

* His eyes became white.] That 
is, the pupils loft their deep black- 
nefa, and me ofa pearl colour, 
(as happens in fuffufions,) by his con- 
tinual weeping; which very much 
weakened his fight, or, as fome pre- 
tend, made him quite blind (1). 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


VOL, II, 


Jofeph is yet alive; of which fome 
tell us he was affured by the angel 
of death ina dream; though others 
fuppofe he depended on the com- 
pletion of Jofeph’s dream, which 
muft have heen fruftrated, had he 
died before his brethren had bowed 
down before him (3). ; 


(2) Idem. 


D the 


* A {mall fum of money.} Their 
money being clipped and adulte- 
Yated, Some, however, imagine they 
Gid not bring money, but goods to 
barter, fuch as wool and butter, or 
other commoditics of {mall value (1). 

* Do ye know. what ye did unto 
Jofeph and his brother, &c.] The 
injury they did Benjamin, was the 
ieee: him from his brother ; 
after which they kept him in fo 
great fubjeftion, that he durft not 
{peak to them, but with the utmoft 
fubmiffion.' Some fay that thefe 
words were ‘og¢afioned by a letter 

‘which Jofeph’s threthren delivered 


, +ta &im from their father, requefting 


-the releafement of Benjamin; and-by 
their reprefenting his extreme ‘afilic- 
tion at the lofs of him and his bro- 
ther. The commentators obferve that 
Jofeph, to excufe his brethren’s be- 


haviour towards him, attributes it to 
their ignorance, and the heat of 
youth (2) 

b Art thou really Jofeph?] They 
fay that this queftion was not the . 

e& of a bare fufpicion that he was 
Jofeph, but that they actually knew 

im, either by his face and behaviour, 
or by his fore teeth, which he fhewed 
in {miling; or elfe by putting off his 
tiara, and difcovering a. whitifh mole 
on his forehead (3). aga 

¢ My inner garment 
commentatoss genera f 
the fame garment with watich Gabriel 
‘invefted him in the well; which hav- 
ing originally come from paradife, 
had preferygd the'odour of that place, 






' and was tfo great virtue a8 to cure 


any digemper in the perfon who was 
touched Wwath-tt (4). 


fs" AlBeipaws, (2)Idem. (3) Idem. (4) Idem, Jaztao’pprn. 


the 


@ I perceive the {mell of Jofeph.] 
This was the odour of the garment 
above-mentioned, brought by the 
wind to Jacob, who {melt it, as is 
pretended, at the diftance of eighty 
dass 8 (1); or, as others will 

ave, three or cight days joumcy 
off (2). 

° Thou art in thy old miftake.] 
Being led into this imagination by thy 
exceffive love of Jofeph. 

* The meflenger of good tidings.] 
viz. Judah, who, as he had formerly 
grieved his father, by bringing him 
Jofeph’s coat ftained with blood, now 
rejoiced him as much, by being the 
Tote of this velt, and the news of 

ofeph's profperity (3). 

6 will a nude for you, &c. } 
Deferring it, as fome fancy, till he 
fhould fee Jofeph, and have his con- 
ent. 

» His parents.] viz. His father, 
and Leah, his mother's fifter, whom 


(1) Al Berpawr, JALLALO’DDIN, ( 
(4) Idem, See Gen. xxxvii, 10, 


“3D 2 


(3) Al Berpawt. 


he looked on as his mother after 
Rachel's death (4). 

Al Beidawi tells us, that Jofeph 
fent carriages and provifions for his 
father, and his family; and that he 
and the king of Egypt went forth to 
meet them. He adds, that the num- 
ber of the children of Ifrael who 
entered Egypt with him, was {e- 
venty-two; and that when they were 
led out thence by Mofes, they were 
increafed to fix hundred thoufand 
five hundred and feventy men, and up- 
wards, belides the old people and 
children. 

! And he raifed his parents to the 
feat of ftate, and they, together with 
his brethren, fell down, and did obei- 
fance unto him.] A _ tranfpofition is 
fuppofed to be in thefe words, and 
that he feated his father and mother 
after they had bowed down to him, 
and not before (5). 


(2) Jaur co ioe 


jn- 
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interpretation of my vifion, which I faw heretofore; 
now hath my Lorp rendered it true. And he hath 
furely been gracious unto me, fince he took me forth 
from the prifon, and hath brought you hither from 
the defart; after that the devil had fown difcord be- 
tween me and my brethren; for my Lorp is graci- 
ous unto whom he pleafeth; and he is the knowing, 
the wife GOD. O Lorp, thou haft given me a 
part of the kingdom, and haft taught me the inter- 
pretation of dark fayings. The Creator of heaven 
and earth! thou art my proteétor in this world, and 
in that which is to come: make me todie a Moflem, 
and join me with the righteous". This is a fecret 
hiflory which we reveal unto thee, O MonamMeD, 
although thou waft not prefent with the brethren of 
Joserx when they concerted their defign, and con- 
trived a plot againft him. But the greater part of 
men, although thou earneftly defire it, will not be- 
lieve. Thou fhalt not demand of them any reward 
for thy publifhing the Koran; itis no other than an 
admonition unto all creatures. And how many figns 
foever there be of the being, unity, and providence 
of GOD, inthe heavens and the earth; they will pafs 
by them, and will retire afar off from them. And 
the greater part of them believe not in Gon, with- 
out being alfo guilty of idolatry’. Do they not 
believe that fome overwhelming affli@tion fhall fall on 
them as a punifhiment from Gop; or that the hour 


k The Mohammedan authors write, 
that Jacob dwelt in Exypt twenty- 
four years, and at his death ordered 
his body to be burned in Palcfline 
by his father, which Jofeph took 
care to perform; and then returning 
into Egypt, died twenty-three years 
after. They add, that fuch high dif- 
putes arofe among the Egyptians 
concerning his burial, that they had 
like to have come to blows; but at 
length they agreed to put his body 
into a marble coffin, and to fink it 
inthe Nule; out of a fuperftitious ima- 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


gination, that it might help the re- 
gular increafe of the river, and deliver 
thern from famine, for the futures 
but when Motes led the Hraclites out 
of Egypt, he took up the coffin, and 
carried Jofeph’s bones with him into 
Canaan, where he burned them by his 
anceftors. (1), 

1 Without being alfo guilty of ido- 
latry.j For this crime Mohammed 
charges not only the idolatrous Mec- 
cans, but alfo the Jews and Chril- 
tians; as has been already obferved 
more than once, 


of 
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of judgment fhall overtake them fuddenly, while they 
confider not its approach ? Say unto thofe of Mecca, 
‘This is my way: I invite you unto Goo, by an evi- 
- dent demonftration; both I and he who followeth 
me; and praife be unto Gop! I am not an idolater. 
We fent not any apoftles before thee, except men, 
unto whom we revealed our will, and whom we chofe 
out of thofe who dwelt in cities". Will they not go 
through the earth, and fee what hath been the end 
of thofe who have preceded them? But thedwelling 
of the next life fhall furely be better for thofe who 
fear GOD. Will they not therefore underftand? 
Their predeceffors were borne with for atime, until, 
when our apoftles defpaired of their converfion, and 
they thought that they were liars, our help came 
unto them, and we delivered whom we pleafed ; but 
our vengeance was not turned away from the wicked 
people. Verily, in the hiftories of the prophets and 
their people, there is an inftru€tive example unto 
thofe who are endued with underftanding. The Ko- 
RAN 1s not a new Invented fiction; but a confirma- 
tion of thofe fcripturcs which have been revealed be- 
fore it, and a diftinét explication of every thing ne- 
ceffary, in refpeét either to faith or praétice, and a 
dire€tion and mercy unto people who believe. 


™ Of thofe who dwelt in cities] knowing and compafionate, and the 
And not of the inhabitants of the de- —_ latter more ignorant and hard-hearted 
jarts; becaule the former are more = (1). 


(3) Idem. See the Prelim. Dill {e&t. I. p. 40. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Intitled, Thunder"; revealed at MECCA®. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. M.R.* Thefe are the figns of the book 

of the Koran: and that which hath been fent 
down unto thee from thy Lorp is the truth; but 
the greater part of men will not believe. Itis Gop 
who hath raifed the heavens without vifible pillars ; 
and then afcended his throne, and compelled the fun 
and the moon to perform their fervices: every of the 
heavenly bodies runneth an appointed courfe. He 
ordereth all things. He fheweth his figns diftinly, 
that ye may be affured ye muft meet your Lorp at 
the laftday. It is he who hath ftretched forth the 
earth, and placed therein ftedfaft mountains and ri- 
vers; and hath ordained therein of every fruit two 
different kinds*. He caufeth the night to cover the 
day. Hcrein are certain figns unto people who con- 
fider. And in the earth are traéts of land of different 
natures’, though bordering on each other; andalfo 
vineyards, and fceds, and palm-trees fpringing {e- 
veral from the fame root, and fingly from diftinét 
roots. They are watered with the fame water, yet 
we render fome of them more excellent than others 
to eat. Herein are furely figns unto people who un- 
derftand. If thou doft wonder at the infidels denying 
the refurrection,furcly wonderful is their faying, After 
we fhallhave been reduced to duft, fhall we be reftored 


® This word occurs in the 56th @ Two different kinds.] As fweet 
page. and four, black and white, {mall and 
© Or, according to fome copies, large, é&c. (1). 


at Medina. ¥ Lands of different nature.] Some 


P The meaning of thefe letters is 
unknown. Of feveral conjectural ex- 
plications which are given of them, 
the following is one: I am the moft 
wife and knowing Gop. 


(1) Idem, JaLLaro’ppin. 
~ 


tra€ts being fruitful, and others barren ; 
fome plain, and others mountainous ; 
fome proper for corn, and others for 
trees, &c. (2). 


(2) Idem. ; 
In 
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in anewcreature? Thefearethey who believe not in 
their Lorn; thefe fhall have collars on their necks’, 
and thefe fhall be the inhabitants of hell-fire : therein 
fhall they abide for ever. They will afk of thee to 
haften evil rather than good‘; although there have 
already been examples of the divine vengeance before 
them. Thy Lorp is furely endued with indulgence 
towards men, notwithftanding their iniquity; but 
thy Lorp is alfo fevere in punifhing. The infidels 
fay, Unlefs a fign be fent down unto him from his 
Lorp, we will not believe. Thou art commifhoned 
to be a preacher only, and nota worker of miracles : 
and untoevery people hatha dire€tor been appointed. 
Gop knoweth what every female beareth in her 
womb; and what the wombs want or exceed of their 
due time, or number of young. With him is every 
thing regulated according to a determined meafure. 
He knoweth that which is hidden, and that which is 
revealed. He is the great, the moft high. He 
among you who concealeth his words, and he who 
proclaimeth them in public; he alfo who feeketh 
to hide himfelf in the night, and he who goeth forth 
openly in the day, is equal in refpeét to the knowledge 
ofGOD. Eachof them hath angels mutually fuc- 
ceeding each other, before him, and behind him; 
they watch him by the command of Gop". Verily 
Gop will not change his grace which is in men, until 
they change the difpofition in their fouls by fin. When 
Gop willethevil ona people, there fhall be none to 
avert it! neither fhall they have any proteétor befide 


* Thefe fhall have collars on their —ftand this paffage figuratively, of the 


necks.] The collar here mentioned 
is an engine fomething like a pillory, 
but light enough for the criminal to 
walk about with. Befides the hole 
to fix it on the neck, there is another 
for one of the hands, which is there- 
by faftened to the neck (1). And in 
this manner the Mohammedans fup- 
pofe the reprobates will appear at the 
day of judgment (2). Some under- 


(1) V.Cuarpin, Voy. de Perfe, 
(3) A] Beipaws. 
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infidels being bound in the chains of 
error and obitinacy (3). 

© They will afk of thee to haften 
evil rather than good.] Provoking 
and daring thce to call down the 
divine vengeance on them for their 
impertinency. 

4 See the Piclim. Dif. fc&. IV. 
P- 59- 
T. 2. p. 229, (2) See chap. 5. 


him. 
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him. It ishe who caufeth the lightening to appear 
unto you, to ftrike fear and to raife hope“, and 
who heed the pregnant clouds. The thunder ce- 
lebrateth his praife*, and the angels alfo, for fear 
of him. He fendeth his thunderbolts, and ftriketh 
therewith whom he pleafeth, while they difpute con- 
cerning Gop’, for he is mighty in power. It is he 
who ought of right to be invoked; and the idols 
which they invoke befides him, fhall not hear them 
at all; otherwife than as he is heard, who ftretcheth 
forth his hands to the water, that it may afcend to his 
mouth, when it cannot afcend thither: the fupplica- 
tion of the unbelievers is utterly erroneous. What- 
foever is in heaven and on earth, worfhippeth Gop 
voluntarily or of force’: and their fhadows alfo, 
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morning and evening *. 


* To raife hope] Thunder and 
lightning being the fign of approach- 
ing rain; a great bleffing, in the eaft- 
ern countries more efpeciall 

* The thunder celebrateth his 
praife ] Or caufeth thofe who hear 
it to praife him. Some commenta- 
tors teil us, that by the word thun. 
der, in this place, is meant the angel 
who prefides over the clouds, and 
drives them forwards with twilted 
flicets of fire (1). 

Y While they difpute concerning 
Gop ] This paffage was revealed 
on the following occafion. Amer 
Ebn al Tofail, and Arbad Ebn Ra- 
biah, the brother of Labid, went to 
Mohammed with an intent to kill 
him; and Amer began to difpute 
with him concerning the chief points 
of his doétrine, while Arbad, takin 
a compafs, went behind him to dif 
patch him with his {word : but the 
prophet perceiving his defign, im- 
plored Gon’s protection; where- 
upon Arbad was immediately ftruck 
dead by thunder, and Amer was 
firuck with a peftilential boil, af 


(1) Al Bespaws, JALLALO’pDIN. 


Say, Who is the Lorp of 
heaven and earth? Anfwer, Gon. 


Say, Have ye 


which he died ina fhort time, in a 
miferable condition (2). 

Jallalo’ddin, however, tells ano- 
ther ftory, faying, that Mohammed 
having fent one to invite a certain 
man to embrace his religion, the 
perfon put this queftion to the miffi- 
onary, Who is this apoftle, and what 
is Gon? Is he of gold, or of filver, 
or of brafs? Upon which a thun- 
derbolt ftruck off his fkull, and killed 
him. 

= Whatever is in heaven and on 
earth worfhippeth Gon, voluntarily 
or of force.] The infidels and devils 
themfelves being conftrained to hum- 
ble themfelves before him, though 
againft their will, when they are de- 
livered up to punifhment. 

® And their fhadows alfo moming 
and evening.] This is an allufion 
to the increafing and diminifhing 


- of the fhadows according to the 


height of the fun; fo that when they 
are the longeft, which is in the morn- 


ing and the evening, they appear 
proftrate on the ground, in the poiture 
of adoration, 

(2) Al Beipawr. V. Goutt. 


not. in Adagia Arab. adje€t. ap Gram. Erpenii, p. 99. 


thercfore 
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therefore taken unto yourfelves prote&ors befide him, 
whoare unable either to help orto defend themfelves 
from hurt? Say, fhall the blind and the feeing be 
efteemed equal? or fhall darknefs and light be ac- 
counted the fame? or have they attributed compani- 
ons unto Gop who have created as he hath created, 
fo that their creation bear any refemblance unto his ? 
Say, Gon is the creator of all things; he is the one, 
the vi€toriousGOD. He caufeth water to defcend 
from heaven, and the brooks flow according to their 
refpe€tive meafure, and the floods bear the floating 
froth: and from the metals which they melt in the 
fire, feeking to caft ornaments or veffels for ufe, there 
arifeth a {cum like unto it. Thus Gop fetteth forth 
truth and vanity. But the fcum is thrown off, and 
that which is ufeful to mankind remaineth on the 
earth. Thus doth Gop put forth parables. Unto 
thofe who obey their Lorp fhall be given the moft 
excellent reward: but thofe who obey him not, 
although they were poffeffed of whatever is in the 
whole earth, and as much more, they would give it 
all for their ranfom. Thefe will be brought to a 
terrible account: their abode fhall be hell; an un- 
happy couch fhall it be! Shall he therefore, who 
knoweth that what hath been fent down unto thee 
from thy Lorp is truth, be rewarded as he who is 
blind? The prudent only will confider; who fulfil 
the covenant of Gop, and break not their contract ; 
and who join that which Gop hath commanded to 
be joined”, and who fear their Lorn, and dread an 
il] account; and whoperfevere out of a fincere defire 
to pleafe their Lorn, and obferve the ftated times of 
prayer, and give alms out of what we have beltowed 
on them, in fecret and openly, and who turn away 
evil with good: the reward of thefe fhall be paradife, 
gardens of eternal abode‘, which they fhall enter ; 
b Who join that which Gon hath continual praétice of their duty, both 
commanded to be joined.] By be- towards Gop and man (1 


Jieving in all the prophets without © Gardens of eternal cae Li. 
exception, and joining thereto the  terally, gardens of Eden. See chap. 9, 


(1) Idem, JanLato’ppin, YAHYA. 


and 


¢ Though a Koran fhould be re- 
vealed, by which: mountains fhould 
be removed, &c.] Thefe are mira- 
cles which the Koreith required of Mo- 
hammed; demanding that he would, 
by the power of his Koran, either 
remove the mountains from about 
Mecca, that they might have deli- 
cious gardens in their room; or that 
he would oblige the wind to tranfport 


them with their merchandife to Sy- 
ria; (according to which tradition 
the words here tranflated, or the earth 
cleaved in funder, fhould be render- 
ed, or the earth be travelled over in an 
inftant ;) or elfe raife to life Kofai Ebn 
Kelab / 1), and others of their an- 
ceftors, to bear witnefs to him; wheres 
upon this paflage was revealed. 


(1) See chap. & 


® Or to fit down near their habi- 
tations.] It is fuppofed by fome, 
that thefe words are fpoken to Mo- 
hammed, and then they muft be 
tranflated in the fecond perfon, Nor 
fhalt thou ceafe to fit down, &c. For 
they fay this verfe relates to the 
idolaters of Mecca, who were af- 
fli€ted with a feries of misfortunes 
for their ill ufage of their prophet, 
and were alfo continually annoyed 
and harrafled by his parties, which 
frequently plundered their caravans, 
and drove off their cattle; himfelf 
{iting down with his whole army 


(1) Al Beipawr. 


(2) Idem. 


near the city in the expedition of al 
Hodeibiya (1). 

¥ Until Gon’s promife come. ] i.e. 
Till death and the day of judgment 
overtake them; or, according to the 
expolition i the preceding note, until 
the taking of Mecca (a) 

8 In outward fpeech only.] That 
is, calling them the companions of 
Gop, without being able to aflifn 
any reafon, or ah any proof, why 
they deferve to be tharers in the ho- 
nour and worfhip due from mankind 
to him (3). 


(3) Idem. 
what 
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what hath been revealed unto thee". Yet there are 
fome of the confederates who deny part thereof". 
Say unto them, Verily I am commanded to worfhip 
Gop alone; and to give him no companion: upon 
him do I call, and unto him fhall I return. To this 
purpofe have we fent down the Koran, a rule of 
judgment, in the Arabic language. And verily if 
thou follow their defires, after the knowledge which 
hath been given thee, there fhall be none to defend 
or protect thee againft Gop. We have formerly 
fent apoftles before thee, and beftowed on them wives 
and children ‘; and no apoftle had the power to come 
with a fign, unlefs by the permiffion of Gop. Every 
age hath its book of revelation: Gop fhall abolifh 
and fhall confirm what he pleafeth. With him is the 
original of the book’. Moreover, whether we caufe 
thee to fee any part of that punifhment wherewith we 
have threatened them, or whether we caufe thee to 
die before it be infliéted onthem, verily unto thee be- 
longeth preaching only, but unto us inquifition. Do 
they not fee that we come into their Jand, and ftraiten 
the borders thereof, by the conquefts of the true be- 
lievers? When Gop judgeth, there is nonc to reverfe 
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* Thofe to whom we have given 
the {criptures, i viz. The firft 
profelytes to Mohammedifm from 
Judaifm and Chriftianity, or the 
Jews and Chriftians in general, who 
were pleafed to find the Koran fo con- 
fonant to their own {criptures (1). 

4 Some of the confederates, ae 
That is, fuch of thom as had entere 
into a confederacy to oppofe Moham- 
med; as did Caab Ebn al Afhraf, and 
the Jews who followed him; and al 

id al Najrani, al Akib, and feve- 
ral other Chriftians; who denied fuch 
parts of the Korin as contradiéted 
their corrupt doétrines and traditions 
2 


And beftowed on them wives 
and children. J As we have on thee. 
This paflage was revealed in anfwer 


(1) See chap. 3. (2) Idem. 


(4) V. Marmon. More Nev. part. 3. ¢. 36, &c. 


to the reproaches which were caft 
on Mohammed on account of the 
great number of his wives. For 
the Jews faid, That if he was a true 

rophet, his care and attention would 
be employed about fomething elfe 
than women, and the getting of chil- 
dren (3). It may be obferved, that it 
is a maxim with the Jews, that nothing 
is more repugnant to prophecy than 
carnality (4). 

1 The original of the book.]  Li- 
terally the mother of the book; by 
which is meant the preferved table, 
from which all the written revela- 
tions which have been from time to 
time publifhed to mankind, accord- 
ing to the feveral difpenfations, are 
tran{cripts. 


(3) JazzaLo’pprn, Yauya. 


his 
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his judgment; and he will be fwift in taking an ac- 
count. Their predeceffors formerly devifed fubtle 
plots againft their prophets; but Gop is matter of 
every fubtle device. He knoweth that which every 
foul deferveth: and the infidels fhall furely know 
whofe will be the reward of paradife. The unbe- 
lievers ™ will fay, Thou art not fentofGOD. An- 
{wer, Gop isa fufficient witnefs between me and 
you, and he who underftandeth the {criptures. 

See Se hee oe 

(1) Al Berpawi. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Intitled, ABRAHAM’; revealed at MEcca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L.R.° This book have we fent down unto 

thee, that thou mayeft lead men forth from 
darknefs into light, by the permiffion of their Lorn, 
into the glorious and laudable way. Gon ishe unto 
whom belongceth whatfoever is inheavenand onearth: 
and woe be to the infidels, becaufe a grievous pu- 
nifhment waiteth them; who love the prefent life 
above that which is to come, and turn men afide 
from the way of Gop, and feck to render it crooked : 
thefe are in an error far diftant from the truth. We 
have fent no apoftle but with the language of his 
people, that he might declare their duty plainly unto 
them’; for Gop caufeth to err whom he pleafeth, 
and direttcth whom he pleafeth; and he is the 


. Mention is made of this patriarch might not only perfeétly and rea- 
towards the end of the chapter. dily underftand thofe revelations 
°See the Prelim. Dif. fe&. III.  themfelves, but might alfo be able 
p. 78, &c. to tranflate and interpret them unto 
P That he might declare their duty —_ others (1). 
plainly unto them ] ‘That fo they 


(3) Al Be:pawi, . 
mighty, 
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mighty, the wife. We formerly fent Moses with 
our figns, and commandcd him, faying, Lead forth thy 
people from darknefs into light, and remind them of 
the favours of Gop?: Verily therein are figns unto 
every patient and grateful perfon. And call to mind 
when Mosss faid unto his people, Remember the 
favour of Gop towards you, when he delivered 
you from the people of Puaraon: they grievoufly 
oppreffed you ; and they flew your male children, 
but let your females live": thercin was a great trial 
from your Lorn. And when your Lorp declared, 
by the mouth of Mosss, faying, If ye be thankful, I 
will furely increafe my favours towards you; but if 
ye be ungrateful, verily my punifhment fhall be fe- 
vere. And Mosss faid, If ye be ungrateful, and all 
who are in the earth likewife; verily Gop needeth not 
your thanks, though he deferveth the higheft praife. 
Hath not the hiftory of the nations your predeceffors 
reached you; namely, of the people of Noan, and 
of Ap, and of Tyamup‘, and of thofe who fuc- 
ceeded them; whofe number none knoweth except 
Gop? Their apoftles came unto them with evident 
miracles; but they clapped their hands to their 
mouths out of indignation, and faid, We do not be- 
lieve the meffage with which ye pretend to be fent ; 
and we are in a doubt concerning the religion to 
which ye invite us, as juftly to be fufpeé&ted. Their 
apoftles anfwered, Is there any doubt concerning 
Gop, the creator of heaven and earth? He inviteth 
you to the true faith, that he may forgive you part of 
your fins‘, and may refpite your punifhment, by grant- 


Ing 


Crap. 14. 


@ The favours of Gon.] _Literal- 
ys the days of Gon; which may 
alfo be tranflated, The battles of 
Gop, (the Arabs ufing the word 
day to fignify a remarkable engage- 
ment, as the Italians do Giornata, 
and the French, Jouness} or his 
wonderful ats manifefted in the 
various fuccefs of former nations in 
their wars (1). 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


* See chap. 7. 
® See ibid. 
© Part of your fins.] That is, fuch 
of them as were committed direftly 
againftt Gop, which are imme- 
diately cancelled by faith, or em- 
bracing Iflam; but not the crimes 
of injuftice and oppreffion, which 
were committed againft man (2) : 
for, to obtain remifion of thefe lait, 
befides 


(2) Idem, 
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ing you {pace to repent, until an appointed time. They 
anfwered, Ye are but men like unto us: ye feek to 
turn us afide from the gods which our fathers wor- 
fhipped; wherefore bring us an evident demonftra- 
tion, by fome miracle, that ye fpeak truth. Their 
apoftles replied unto them, We are no other than 
men like unto you; but Gop is bountiful unto fuch 
of his fervants as he pleafeth; and it is not in our 
power to give youa miraculous demonftration of our 
miffion, unlefs by the permiffion of Gop; in Gop 
therefore let the faithful truft. And what excufe 
have we to alledge, that we fhould not put our truft 
in Gop, fince he hath dire€ted us our paths? Where- 
fore we will certainly fuffer with patience the perfcu- 
tion wherewith ye fhall affli€ us: in Gop therefore let 
thofe put their confidence who feek in whom to put 
their truft. And thofe who believed not, faid unto 
their apoftles, We will furely expcl you out of our 
land, or ye fhall return unto our religion. And 
their Lorp {pake unto them by revelation, faying, 
We will furely deftroy the wicked doers; and we 
will caufe you to dwell in the earth after thein. 
This fhall be granted unto him who fhall dread the ap- 
pearance at my tribunal, and fhall fear my threaten- 
ing. And they afked affiftance of GOD", and eve- 
ry rebellious perverfe perfon failed of fuccefs. Hell 
lieth unfeen before him, and he fhall have filthy wa- 
ter” given him to drink: he fhall fup it up by little 
and little, and he fhall not eafily let it pafs his 
throat, becaufe of its naufcoufnels. Death alfo fhall 


befides faith, repentance and reftitue neétion with the preceding, but is 
tion, according to a man’s ability, {poken of the people of Mecca, who 
are alfo neceiTary. begged rain in a great drought with 
u They afked affiftance of GOD.] which they were affliéted at the 
The commentators are uncertain prayer of their prophet, but could 
whether thefe were the prophets not obtain it (1). 
who begged afliftance againft their w Filthy water.) Which will if 
enemies, or the infidels, who called fue from the bodies of the damned, 
for Gon’s decifion between them- mixed with purulent matter and 
felves and them; or both. And _ blood. 
fume fuppofe this verfe hath no con- 


(1) Al Bexpawt. 
come 
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come upon him from every quarter, yet he fhall not 
die ; and before him fhall there ftand prepared a griev- 
ous torment. This is the likenefs of thofe who be- 
lieve not in their Lorp. Their works are as afhes, 
which the wind violently fcattereth in a ftormy day ; 
they fhall not be able to obtain any folid advantage 
from that which they have wrought. This is an er- 
ror moft diftant from truth. Doft thou not fee that 
Gop hath created the heavens and the earth in wif- 
dom? If he pleafe, he can deftroy you, and produce 
a new creature in your ftead: neither will this be diffi- 
cult with Gop. And they fhall all come forth into 
the prefence of Gop at the laft day: and the weak 
among them fhall fay unto thofe who behaved them- 
felves arrogantly*, Verily we were your followers 
on earth; will ye not therefore avert from us fome 
part of the divine vengeance? They fhall anfwer, If 
Gop had direed us aright, we had certainly direéted 
you’. Itis equal unto us whether we bear our tor- 
ments impatiently, or whether we endure them with 
patience; for we have no way to efcape. And Saran 
fhall fay, after judgment fhall have been given, Ve- 
rily Gop promifed you a promife of truth: and I alfo 
made you a promife; but I deceived you. Yet I 
had not any power over you to compel you; but I 
called you only, and ye anfwered me: wherefore 
accufe not me, but accufe yourfelves*. I cannot 
affift you ; neither can ye affift me. Verily I do now 
renounce your having affociated me with GOD here- 
tofore*. A gricvous punifhment is prepared for the 

unjuft. 


* The weak fhall fay unto thofe into error, we had not feduced you. 


who behave arrogantly.] i. e. The 
more fimple and inferior people fhall 
fay to their teachers and princes who 
feduced them to idolatry, and con- 
firmed them in their obftinate infi- 


delity. 
¥ If God had direéted us aright, 
we had certainly dire&ted you. ] hat 
is, We made the fame choice for 
as we did for ourfelves; and 


ou 
fad not Gop permitted us to fall 


* Wherefore accufe not me, &c.] 
Lay not the blame on my tempta- 
tions, but blame your own folly in 
obeying and crafting to me, who 
had openly profeffed myfelf your ir- 
reconcileable enemy. 

“I do now renounce your havin 
affociated me with Gon heretofore J 
Or I do now declare myfelf clear o 
your having obeyed me preferably 
to Gop, and worfhipped idols at 

my 
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unjuft. But they who fhall have believed, and 
wrought righteoufnefs, fhall be introduced into gar- 
dens wherein rivers flow; they fhall remain therein 
for ever, by the permiffion of their Lorn; and their 
falutation-therein fhall be, Peace’! Doft thou not fee 
how GOD putteth forth a parable, reprefenting a 
good word asagood tree, whofe root is firmly fixed 
in the earth, and whofe branches reach unto heaven; 
which bringeth forth its fruit in all feafons, by the 
will of its Lorp? Gop propoundeth parables unto 
men, that they may be inftru€ted. And the likenefs 
of an evil word is as an evil tree; which is torn up 
from the face of the earth, and hath no ftability*. 
Gop {hall confirm them who believe, by the ftedfaft 
word of faith, both in this life and in that which is 
to come*: but Gop fhall lead the wicked into er- 
ror; for Gop doth that which he pleafeth. Haft thou 
not confidered thofe who have changed the grace of 
Gop to infidelity *, and caufe their people to defcend 

into 


my inftigation. Or the words may 
be tranflated, I believed not heretofore 
in that Being with whom ye did affo- 
Ciate me; intimating his firft difobe- 
dience in refufing to worfhip Adam 
at Gop’s command (1). 

b See chap. 10. p. 2. 

© What is particularly intended in 
this paflage by the good word, and 
the evil word, the expofitors differ. 
But the firft feems to mean the pro- 
feffion of Gon’s unity, the inviting 
others to the true religion, or the 
Koran itfelf; and the latter, the ac- 
knowledging a plurality of gods, the 
feducing of others to idolatry, or the 
obftinate oppofition of Gon’s pro- 
phets (2). 

« And in that which is to come. ] 
Jallalo’ddin fuppofes the fepulchre 
to be here underftood; in which 
oa when thetrue believers come to 

e examined by the two angels 
concerning their faith, they will an- 
{wer properly, and without helitation ; 


(1) Al Berpawr. 
Dif. fe&t, IV. p. 100. 


VOL. ii. 


(2) Idem, JALLALO’DDIN. 


which the infidels will not be able to 
do (3). 

€ Haft thou not confidered thole 
who have changed the grace of Gop 
to infidelity, &c.] Thatis, who re- 
quite his favours with difobedience 
and incredulity. Or, whofe ingrati- 
tude obliged Gop to deprive them 
of the bleifings he had heftowed on 
them; as he did the Meccans, who, 
though Gop had placed them in 
the facred territory, and given them 
the cuftody of the Caaba, and 
abundant provifion of all neceffarics 
and conveniencies of life, and had 
alfo honoured them by the mifhon 
of Mohammed, yet, in return tor 
all this, became obftinate unbelievers, 
and periecuted his apoflle ; for 
which they were not only punifhed 
by a famine of feven years, but 
alfo by the lofs and difgrace they 
fuftained at Bedr; fo that they who 
had before been celebrated for their 
profperity, were now itripped ot 


(3) See the Prelim. 


E that, 
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into the houfe of perdition, namely, into hell? They 
fhall be thrown to burn therein; and an unhappy 
dwelling fhall it be. They alfo fet up idols as co- 
partners with Gop, that they might caufe men to 
ftray from his path. Say unto them, Enjoy the plea- 
fures of this life for atime; but your departure hence 
fhall be into hell-fire. Speak unto my fervants who 
have believed, that they be affiduous at prayer, and 
give alms out of that which we have beftowed on 
them, both privately and in public, before the day 
cometh, wherein there fhall be no buying or felling, 
neither any friendfhip. It is Gop who hath created 
the heavens and the earth; and caufeth water to de- 
fcend from heaven, and by means thereof produceth 
fruits for your fuftenance: and by his command he 
obligeth ‘ the fhips to fail in the fea for your fer- 
vice; and he alfo forceth the rivers to fupply your 
ufes; he likewife compelleth the fun and the moon, 
which diligently perform their courfes, to ferve you ; 
and hath fubjeéted the day and the night to your fer- 
vice. He giveth you of every thing which ye afk 
him; and if ye attempt to reckon up the favours of 
Gop, ye fhall not be able to compute the fame. 
Surely man is unjuft and ungrateful. Remembcr 
when ApranamM faid, O Lorp, make this land® a 
place of fecurity ; and grant that I and my children” 
may avoid the worfhip ofidols; for they, O Lorn, 
have feduced a great number of men. Whoever 


that, and become confpicuous only 
for their infidelity (1). If this be 
the drift of the paffage, it could not 
have been revealed at Mecca, as the 
reft of the chapter is agreed to be; 
wherefore fome fuppofe this verfe 
and the next to have heen revealed at 


ina. 
€ He ophigah | The word ufed 
here, and in the following fentences, 
is Sakhkhara, which fignifies forcibly 
to prefs into any fervice (2). 


(3) Al Berpawr. 


(2) See chap. ii 
See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. I p. 26, 27; 28. 


® This land.] Viz. The territory of 
Mecca. See the Prelim. Dif, fe&. 1V. 
p- 152, &c. 

» And my children.] This prayer, 
it feems, was not heard as to all his 
pofterity, particularly as to the de- 
{cendants of If{mael; though fome 
pretend that thefe latter did not war- 
fhip images, but only paid a fuper- 
ftitious veneration to certain ftones, 
which they fet up, and compaffed, 
as reprcfentations of the Caaba (3). 


Pp. 29. not. 3. (3) Al Berpawz. 


there- 
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therefore fhall follow me, he fhall be of me: and 
whofoever fhall difobey me; verily thou wilt be gra- 
cious and merciful'. O Lorp, I have caufed fome 
of my offspring* to fettle in an unfruitful valley, 
near thy holy houfe, O Lorn, that they may be 
conftantat prayer. Grant, therefore, that the hearts 
of fome men' may be affeéted with kindnefs toward 
them; and do thou beftow on them all forts of 
fruits", that they may give thanks. O Lorn, thou 
knoweft whatfoever we conceal, and whatfoever we 
publifh: for nothing is hidden from Gop, either on 
earth or inheaven. Praife be unto Gop, who hath 
given me, in my old age, Ismaet and Isaac: for 
my Lorp is the hearer of fupplication. O Lorp, 
grant that I may be an obferver of prayer, and a part 
of my pofterity alfo", O Lorpn; and receive my 
fupplication. O Lorp, forgive me and my pa- 
rents®, and the faithful on the day whereon an ac- 
count fhall be taken. Think not, O ptophet, that 
Gop Is regardlefs of what the ungodly do. He only 
deferreth their punifhment unto theday whereon mens’ 


{ Thou wilt be gracious and mer- 
ciful.] That is, by difpofing him to 
repentance. But Jallalo’ddin fuppofes 
thefe words were fpoken by Abraham 
before he knew that Gop would not 
pardon idolatry. 

® Some of my oeryring i. € 
Ifmael and his pofterity. The Mo- 
hammedans fay, that Hagar, his mo- 
ther, belonged to Sarah, who gave her 
to Abraham; and that on her bear- 
ing him this fon, Sarah became fo 
omer of her, that fhe prevailed on 

er hufband to turn them both out of 
doors; whereupon he fent them to 
the territory of Mecca, where Gop 
caufed the fountain of Zemzem 
to {pring forth for their relief, in 
confideration of which, the Jorha- 
Mites, who were the mafters of the 
country, permitted them to feitle 
among them (1). 

1 The hearts of fome men, &c.]} 
Had he faid the hearts of men abfo- 


ee Al Brrpawy, 
(4) See chap. 9. 


(2) Idem, Jat ALo’pprn. 
(5) Jartazo’ppin, Al Beipawt. 


2 


lutely, the Perfiansand Romans would 
alfo have treated them as friends; 
and both the Jews and Chriftians 
would have made their pilgrimages 
to Mecca (2). 

m Beftow on them fruits] This 
part of the prayer was granted ; Mec- 
ca being fo plentifully fupplied, that 
the fruits of {pring, fummer, and 
autum, areto be found there at one 
and the fame time (3). 

® And a part of my pofterity.] For 
he knew by revclation that fome of 
them would be intidels, 

© Forgive me and my parents ] 
Abraham put up this petition to Gop 
before he knew that his parents were 
the enemies of Gop (4}. Some fup- 
pofe his mother was a true believer, 
and therefore read it in the fingular, 
And my father. Others fancy that by 
his parents the patriarch here means 
Adam and Eve(5). 


(3) Idem. 
eyes 


68 AL KORAN. Cuap. 14. 


eyes fhall be fixed: they fhall haften forward at the 
voice of the angel calling to judgment, and fhall 
lift up their heads; they fhall not be able to turn 
their fight from the obje& whereon it fhall be fixed, 
and their hearts fhall be void of fenfe ,through 
exceffive terror. Wherefore do thou threaten men 
with the day whereon their punifhment fhall be 
infli@ed on them, and whereon thofe who have 
afted unjuftly fhall fay, O Lorn, give us refpite 
unto a term near at hand; and we will obey thy call, 
and we will follow thy apoftles. But it fhall be 
anf{wered unto them, Did ye not fwear heretofore, 
that no reverfe fhould befal you’? yet ye dwelt in 
the dwellings: of thofe who had treated their own 
fouls unjuftly?; and it appeared plainly unto you 
how we had dealt with them’; and we propounded 
their deftru€tion as examples unto you. They em- 
ploy their utmoft fubtilty to oppofe the truth; but 
their fubtilty is apparent unto Gop, who is able to 
fruitrate their defigns; although their fubtilty were 
fo great, that the mountains might be moved there- 
by. Think not therefore, O prophet, that Gop 
will be contrary to his promife of affiftance, made 
unto his apoftles; for Gop is mighty, able to a- 
venge. The day will come, when the earth fhall be 
changed into another earth, and the heavens into 
other heavens’; and men fhall come forth from 
their graves to appear before the only, the mighty 
Gop. And thou fhalt fee the wicked on that day 


P That no reverfe fhould befal you. 
That is, That ye fhould not tafle 
of death, but continue in this world 
for ever; or that ye Should not after 
death be raifed to judgment (2). 

@ The dwellings of thofe who had 
treated their own fouls unjuftly.} Viz. 
of the Adites and Thamudites. 

* And it appeared plainly unto you 
how we had dealt with them.] Not 
only by the hiftorics of thofe people 
revealed in the Koran, but alfo by 
the monuments remaining of them, 


(2 


(as the houfes of the Thamudites,) 
and the traditions preferved amon 
en of the terrible judgments whic 
efel them. 

* When the earth fhall be changed 
into another earth, and the heavens 
into other heavens.}] This the Mo- 
hammedans fuppofe will come to 
pafs at the laft-day ; the carth becom- 
ing white and even, or, as fome will 
have it, of filver; and the heavens of 
gold (2). 


tS) Al Berpawt, JALLALO’ppiN, Al ZAMAKHSHARI, YAHYA. 
Idem, V. Prelim. Dif, Set. IV. p. 113. 


bound 
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bound together in fetters: their inner garments fhall 
be of pitch, and fire fhall cover their faces; that 
Gop may reward every foul according to what it 
fhall have deferved; for Gop is fwift in taking an 
account. This js a fufficient admonition unto men, 
that they may be warned thereby, and that they may 
know that there is but one Gop; and that thofe who 
are enducd with underftanding may confider. 


CHAP. XV. 


Intitled, AL Heyr'‘; revealed at MEcCca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. R.* Thefe are the figns of the book, and 

of the perfpicuous Koran. * The time may 

come when the unbelievers fhall with that they had 
been Moflems”. Suffer them to eat, and to enjoy 
themfelves in this world; and let hope entertain them: 
but they fhall hereafter know their folly. We have 
not deftroyed any city, but a fixed term of repentance 
was appointed them. No nation fhall be punifhed 
before their time fhall be come; neither fhall they be 
re{pited after. The Meccans fay, O thou to whom 
the admonition* hath been fent down, thou art cer- 
tainly poffeffed with a devil: wouldeft thou not have 
come unto us with an attendance of angels, if thou 
hadft fpoken truth? Anfwer, We fend not down the 
angels unlefs on a juft occafion’: nor fhould they be 
* The admonition.} i.e. The re- 


velations which compole the Koran. 
Y A juft occafion.] When the Di- 


* Al Hejr is a territory in the pro- 
vince of Hejaz, between Medina and 
Syria, where the tribe of Thamid 


dwelt (1); and is mentioned towards 
the end of the chapter. 

"See the Prelim. Dif. Se€t. IYI. 
p- 78, &c. 

W When the unbelievers fhall with 
that they had been Mollems.] Viz. 
When they fhall fee the fuccefs and 
profperity of the true believers; or 
when they fhall come to die; or at 
the refurrection, 


vine Wifdom fhall judge it proper to 
ufe their miniftry, as in bearing his 
revelations to the prophets, and the 
executing his fentence on wicked 
people; but not to humour you with 
their appearance in vifible fhapes, 
which, fhould your demand be com- 
plied with, would only increafe your 
confufion, and bring Gon’s vengeance 
on you the foouer. 


(1) Ses Prelim. Dif’ p. 9. 


E3 - 


then 


XIV. 
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then fefpited any longer. We have furely fent down 
the Konan ; and we will certainly preferve the fame 
from corruption*. We have heretofore fent apoftles 
before thee, among the ancient fe&ts: and there came 
no apoftle unto them, but they laughed him to fcorn. 
In the fame manner will we put it into the hearts of 
the wicked Meccans to {coff at their prophet: they 
fhall not believe on him; and the fentence of the 
nations of old hath been executed heretofore. If we 
fhould open a gate in the heaven above them, and 
they fhould afcend thereto" all the day long, they 
would furely fay, Our eyes are only dazzled: or 
rather we area people deluded by enchantments. We 
have placed the twelve figns in the heaven, and have 
fet them out in various figures for the obfervation of 
{pe€tators: and we guard them from every devil? 
driven away with ftones‘; except him who lifteneth 
by ftealth, at whom a vifible flame is darted’. We 
have alfo fpread forth the earth, and thrown thereon 
ftable mountains ; and we have caufed every kind of 
vegetable to {pring forth in the fame, according to a 
determinate weight: and we have provided therein 
neceffaries of life for you, and for him whom ye do 
not fuftain‘. There is no one thing but the ftore- 
houfes thereof are in our hands: and we diftribute 
not the fame otherwife than in a determinate meafure. 


*See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV. 


Pp. 98, 99. 

* And they fhould afcend thereto. ] 
j. e. The incredulous Meccans them- 
felves ; or, as others rather think, the 
angels in vifible forms. 

We guard them from every de- 
vil, &e.] For the Mobammedans 
imegine that the devils endeavour to 
afcend to the conftellations, to pry 
into the aftions, and overhear the ie 
courfe, of the inhabitants of heaven, 
and to tempt them. They alfo pre- 
tend that thefe evil fpirits had the 
atrak of entering any of the heavens 
til the birth of Jusus, when they 
were excluded three of them; but 


(3) AlBeipaws. = (2) Idem, ~~ (g) Janu Ano’pprw. 


that on the birth of Mohammed they 
were forbidden the other four (1). 

© See chap. 3. p. 61. not.4. 

¢ At whom a vifible flame is dart. 
ed.] For when a ftar feems to fall 
or fhoot, the Moharamedans fuppofe 
the angels, who keep guard in the 
conftellations, dart them at the devils 
who approach too near. 

© And for him whom ye do not 
fuftain.] Viz. Your family, fervants, 
and flaves, whom ye wrongly ima- 
gine that ye feed yourfelves ; though 
it is Gop who provides for them as 
well as you (3): or, as fome rather 

ink, the animals, of whom mea 
take no care (3). 


We 
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We alfo fend the winds driving the pregnant clouds, 
and we fend down from heaven water, whereof we 
give you to drink, and which ye keep not in ftore. 
Verily we give life, and we put to death; and we are 
the heirs of all things‘. We know thofe among you 
who go before; and we know thofe who ftay behind‘. 
And thy Lorn fhall gather them together at the 
laft day; for he is knowing and wife. We created 
man of dried clay, of black mud formed into fhape*: 
and we had before created the devil of fubtile fire. 
And remember when thy Lorp faid unto the angels, 
Verily I am about to create man of dried clay, of 
black mud, wrought into fhape: when therefore I 
fhall have completely formed him, and fhall have 
breathed of my fpirit into him, do ye fall down and 
worfhip him. And all the angels worfhipped Apam 
together, except Esiis, who refufed to be with thofe 
who worfhipped him. And GOD faid unto him, O 
E3xis, what hindered thee from being with thofe who 
worfhipped Apam? He anfwered, It is not fit that 
I fhould worfhip man, whom thou haft created of 
dried clay, of black mud, wrought into fhape. GOD 
faid, Get thee therefore hence; for thou fhalt be 
driven away with ftones: and a curfe fhall be on 
thee, until the day of judgment. The devil faid, 
O Lorp, give me refpite until the day of refurrec- 
tion. GOD anfwered, Verily thou fhalt be one of 
thofe who are re{pited until the day of the appointed 


time}, 


* The heirs of all things.] i. e. 
Alone furving, when all creatures 
fhall he dead and annihilated. 

® We know thofe among you who 
go before, and thofe who ftay be- 

ind.] What thefe words particu- 
larly drive at, is uncertain. Some 
think them fpoken of the different 
times of mens’ feveral entfance into 
this world, and their departure out 
of it; others of the refpettive for- 
wardnefg and backwardnefs of Mo- 


The devil replied, O Lorn, becaufe thou 


hammed’s men in battle; and a third 
fays, the paflage was occafioned by 
the different behaviour of Moham- 
med’s followers, on feeing a very 
beautiful woman at prayers behind 
the prophet; fome of them going out 
of the mofque before her, to avoid 
looking on her* more nearly; and 
others Aaying behind, on purpofe 
view her (1). : 

® See chap. ii. p. 6, &c. 

t See ibid. and chap. 7. 


(3) Al Berpawt. 


E4 


haft 
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haft feduced me, I will furely tempt them to difobe- 
dience in the earth; and I will feduce them all, ex- 
cept fuch of them as fhall be thy chofen fervants. 
GOD faid, This is the right way with me*. Verily 
as to my fervants, thou fhalt have no power over 
them ; but over thofe only who fhall be feduced, and 
who fhall follow thee. And hell is furely denounced 
unto them all: it hath feven gates: unto every gate 
a diftin€t company of them fhall be affigned'. But 
thofe who fear GOD fhall dwell in gardens, amidft 
fountains. The angels fhall fay unto them, Enter ye 
therein in peace and fecurity. And we will remove 
all grudges from their breafts™; they fhall be as bre- 
thren, fitting over againft one another* on couches: 
wearinefs fhall not affe& them therein, neither fhall 
they be caft out thence for ever. Declare unto my 
fervants that I am the gracious, the merciful GOD; 
and that my punifhment is a grievous punifhment. 
And relate unto them the hiftory of Asranam’s 
guefts®. When they went in unto him, and faid, 
Peace be unto thee; he anfwered, Verily we are afraid 
of you’; and they replicd, Fear not; we bring thee 
- the promife of a wife fon. He faid, Do ye bring 
me the promife of a fon now old age hath overtaken 
me? what is it therefore that ye tell me? They faid, 
We have told thee the truth; be not therefore one 
of thofe who defpair. He anfwered, And who de- 
fpaireth of the mercy of Gop, except thofe who err? 


® This is the right way with me. 
ive merits. 


Viz. The faving of the eleét, and the 
utter reprobation of the wicked, ac- 
cording to my eternal decree. 

1 See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV. 
p- 121, 122. 

™ We will remove al] grudges 
from their breafts.] That is all ha- 
tred and ill-wil} which they bore 
each other in their life-time ( 1); oy, 
as fome choofe to expound it, all 


envy or hear{-burning, on account of 


the different comes af honour and 
happinefs to which the blefled will 


(3) See chap. 7. 


be promoted, according to their re- 
fpett . 


® Sitting over againft one another. ] 
Never turning their backs to one 
another (2); which might be con- 
ftrued a fign of contempt. 

© See chap. 11. p. 26, é&c. 

P We are afraid of you.] What 
occafioned Abraham’s apprehenfion 
was, cither their fudden entering 
without leave, or their coming at an 
unfeafonable time; or elfe their not 
eating with him. 


(3) JALLALO’ppIN. 


And 
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And he faid, What is your errand therefore, O mef- 
fengers of GOD? They anfwered, Verily we are 
fent todeftroy a wicked people : but as forthe family 
of Lot, we will fave them all, except his wife; we 
have decreed that fhe fhall be one of thofe who remain 
behind to be deftroyed with the infidels. And when the 
meflengers came to the family of Lor, he faid unto 
them, Verily ye are people who are unknown to me. 
They anfwered, But we are come unto thee to execute 
that fentence, concerning which your fellow-citizens 
doubted : Wetell thee a certain truth ; and we are meI- 
fengersofveracity. Therefore lead forth thy familyin 
fome time of the night; and do thou followbehind them; 
and let none of you turn back ; but go whither ye are 
commanded’. And we gave him thiscommand, be- 
caufe the utmoft remnant of thofe people was to be cut 
offin the morning. And the inhabitants of the city 
came unto Lor, rejoicing at the news of the arrival of 
fome ftrangers. And he faid unto them, Verily thefe 
are my guefts : wherefore donot difgrace me byabufing 
them; but fear Gop, andputmenotto fhame. They 
anfwered, Have we not forbidden thee from entertain- 
ing or protecting any man? Lor replied, Thefe are 
my daughters : therefore rather make ufe of them, ifye 
be refolved to do what ye purpofe. As thou liveft they 
wander in their folly". Wherefore a terrible ftorm from 
heaven affailed them at fun-rife : and we turned the city 
upfide down; and we rained on them ftones of baked 
clay. Verily herein are figns unto men of fagacity : 
and thofe cities were punifhed, to point out a right 
way for men to walk in. Verily herein isa fign unto 
the true believers. The inhabitants of the wood near 
Mip1an * were alfo ungodly ; wherefore we took ven- 


4 Whither ye are commanded. ] * The inhabitants of the waod.] 
Which was into Syria, or into Egypt To whom Shoaib was alfo fent, as 
(1). well asto the inhabitants of Midian. 

T fome will have thefe words Abu'lfeda fays thefe people dwelt 
fpoken by the angels to Lot; others n¢ar Tabiic, and that they were not of 
by Gon to Mohammed. the fame tribe with Shoaib (2). 


(1) Al Brrpaws, JALLALO’pp3N. (2) See alfo Geogr. Nub, p. 310, 
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geance on them'. And both of them were deftroyed, 
to ferve as a manifeft rule for mento direét their a€tions 
by. And the inhabitants of Ar Hejr" likewife here- 
tofore accufed the meffengers of GOD ofimpofture: 
and we produced our figns unto them, but they retired 
afar off from the fame. And they hewed houfes out 
of the mountains to fecure themfelves. But a ter- 
riblenoife from heaven affailed them in the morning : 
neither was what they had wrought of any advantage 
unto them. We have not created the heavens and 
the earth, and whatever is contained between them, 
otherwife than in juftice: and the hour of judgment 
fhall furely come. Wherefore, O MouamMeED, forgive 
thy people with a gracious forgivenefs”. Verily thy 
Lorp is the creator of thee and of them, and knoweth 
what is moft expedient. We have already brought 
unto thee feven verfes which are frequently to be re. 
peated*, and the glorious Koran. Caft not thine 
eyes on the good things which we have beftowed on 
feveral of the unbelievers, fo as to covet the fame’; 
neither be thou grieved on their account. Behave 
thyfelf with meeknefs towards the true believers; and 
fay, I am a public preacher. If they believe not, we 
will infli& alike punifhment on them, as we have 


Cuap. 15. 


* We took vengeance on them. ] 
Deftroying them for their incredulity 
and difobedience, by a hot fuffocating 
wind (1). 

© The inabitants of Al Hejr.] Who 
were the tribe of Thamiad (2). 

v This idl it is fat was abro- 
gated by that of the Sword. 

ad a verfes, &c.] That is, the 
firtt chapter of the Koran, which con- 
fits of fo many verfes: though fome 
fuppofe the feven long chapters (3) are 
here intended. 

y Ceft not thine eyes on the good 

ings which we have beftowed on f{e- 
of the unbelievers, &c.] That 

is, Do not envy or covet their world- 
ly profperity, fimce thou heft ro- 
ceived in Korin a bieffing, im 


(1) Al Berpawi, JALLALO’DDIWN. 
(4) Al Berpawi. 


Pp. 9 (9) Sec chap. g. 


oe Pa 


comparifon whereof al! that we have 
beftowed on them, ought to be con- 
temned as of novalue. Al Beidawi 
mentions a tradition, that Moham- 
med meeting at Adhriat (a town of 
Syria) feven caravans, very richly 
Jaden, belonging to {ome Jews of the 
tribes of Koreidha and al Nadir, his 
men had a great mind to plunder 
them, faying, That thofe riches would 

of great fervice for the propo- 
ames of Gopn’s true religion. But 

prophet reprefented to them, by 
this vattiee, that they had no reafon 
to repine, Gop having given them the 
feven verfes, which were infinitely 
more valuable than thofle feven carae 
vans (4). 


(2) See chap. vii. and Prelim. Difc. 


inflitted 
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infli&ted on the dividers*, whodiftinguifhed the Ko- 
RAN into different parts ; for by thy Lorn, we will de- 
mand an account from them all, of that which they 
have wrought. Wherefore publifh that which thou 
haft been commanded, and withdraw from the ido- 
laters. We will furely take thy part againft the 
{coffers*, who affociate with Gon another god; they 
fhall {urely know their folly. And now we well know 
that thou art deeply concerned on account of that 
which they fay: but do thou celebrate the praife of 
thy Lorn; and be one of thofe who worfhip; and 


ferve thy Lorn, until death” fhall overtake thee. 


* The dividers.] Some interpret 
the original word, the obftrudors, 
who hindered men from entering 
Mecca, to vifit the temple, lelt they 
fhould be perfuaded to embrace 
Iflam: and this, it is faid, was done 
by ten men who wereall flain at Bedr. 
Others tranflate the word, Who bound 
themfelves by oath; and fuppofe cer- 
tain Thamudites, whp {wore to kill 
Saleh by night, are here meant. But 
the fentence more probably relates to 
the i and Chriffians, who (fay the 
Mohammedans) receive fome part of 
the fcriptures, and reje& others; and 
alfo approved of fome paflages of the 
Koran, and difapproved of others, 
according to their prejudices; or elfe 
to the unbelieving Meccans, fome of 
whom called the Korin a piece of 
witchcraft; others, flights of divina- 
tion; others, old ftories; and others, 
a poetical compolition (1). 

® We will take thy part againit 
the {coffers.] This pallage, it is 
faid, was revealed on account of five 
nable Koreifh, whofe names were 


(1) Al Beapawi, Ja,LaLo’nnin. 


al Walid Ebn al Mogheira, al As 
Ebn Wayel, Oda Ebn Kais, al Af- 
wad Ebn Abd Yaghith, and al Af 
wad Ebnal Motalleb. Thefe were 
inveterate enemies of Mohammed, 
continually perfecuting him, and turn- 
ing him into ridicule: wherefore at 
length Gabriel came, and told him 
that he was commanded to take his 
part againft them; and on the angel’s 
making a fign towards them one after 
another, al Walid paffing by fome 
arrows, one of them hitthed in his 
eae and he, out of pride, not 
ooping to take it off, but walking 
forward, the head of it cuta vein in 
his hee}, and he bled to death. Al As 
was killed witha thom, which firuck 
into the fole of his foot, and caufed 
his leg to fwell toa monftrous fize. 
Oda died with violent and perpetual 
{neezing. Al A{wad Ebn Abd Yaghith 
run his head againft a thorny tree. and 
killed himfelf; and al Afwad Ebn al 
Motalleb was ftruck blind (3). 
_ © Death.} Literally, That which 
is Certain, 


(3) Al Berpawi. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
Intitled, The Bee‘; revealed at Mecca’, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


‘ee fentence of Gop will furely come to be 
executed; wherefore donot haften it. Praife 
be unto him! and far be that from him which they 
affociate with him! He fhall caufe the angels to de- 
fcend witha revelation by his command, unto fuch of 
his fervants as he pleafeth, faying, Preach that there 
is no Gop, except myfelf; therefore fear me. He 
hath created the heavens and the earth to manifeft his 
juftice; far be that from him which they affociate with 
him! He hath created man of feed; and yet behold 
he ts a profeffed difputer againft the refurre€tion’. 
He hath likewife created the cattle for you: from them 
ye have wherewith to keep yourielves warm‘, and 
other advantages; and of them do ye alfo eat. And 
they are likewife a credit unto you*®, when ye drive 
them home in the evening,and when ye lead them forth 
to feed in the morning: and they carry your burdens 
to a diftant country, at which ye could not otherwife 
arrive, unlefs with great difiiculty to yourfelves; for 
your Lorp 1s compaffionate and merciful. And he 
hath alfo created horfes, and mules, andafles, that ye 
may ride thereon, and for an ornament unto you: 
and he likewife createth other thingswhichyeknownot. 
It appertaineth unto Gop, toinftru& men in the right 


© This infe& is mentioned- about 
the middle of the chapter. 

® Except the three laft verfes. 

© Behold he is a profefled difputer 
again the refurrettion. The per- 
fon particularly intended in this place, 
wae Obba Ebn Khalf, who came to 
vs ere age with arotten bone, and 

ed him whether it was poffible for 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


Gop to reftore it to life (3). 

f Ye have wherewith to keep your. 
{elves warm.] Viz. Their thins, 
wool, and hair, which ferve you for 
cloathing. 

* A credit unto you.] Being a 
grace to your court-yards, and a cre- 

it to you in the eyes of your neigh. 
bours (2). 


(2) Idem 
wav: 
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way ;and there is whoturneth afide from the fame : but 
ifhe had pleafed, he would certainly have dire€ted you 
all. Itishe who fendeth down from heaven rain-water, 
whereof ye have to drink, and from which plants, 
whereof ye feed your cattle, receive their nourifhment. 
And by means thcreofhe caufeth corn, and olives, and 
palm-trees, and grapes,and all kinds of fruits,to {pring 
forth for you.Surely herein isa fign of the divine pow - 
er and wifdom unto people who confider. And he 
hath fubjeéted the night and the day to your fervice; 
and the fun, and the moon, and the ftars, which are 
compelled to ferve by hiscommand. Verily herein are 
figns unto people of underftanding. And he hath 
alfo given you dominion over whatever he hath cre- 
ated for you in the earth, diftinguifhed by its dif- 
ferent colour". Surelyherein isa fign unto people who 
refle&t. It is he who hath fubjeéted the fea unto you, 
that ye mighteat fifh' thereout, and take from thence 
ornaments * for you to wear: and thou f{eeft the fhips 
plowing the waves thereof, that ye may feck to en- 
rich yourfelves of his abundance, by commerce; and 
that ye might give thanks. And he hath thrownupon 
the carth mountains firmly rooted, left it fhould move 
with you', and alfo rivers, and paths, that ye might 
be dire€ted: and he hath likewife ordained marks 
whereby men may know their way; and they are di- 
re€ted by the ftars™. Shall GOD therefore, who 


n Dittinguifhed by its different co- 
lour.] That is, of every kind; the 
various colour of things being one of 
their chief diftinétions (+) 

! Fith.] Literally, frefh flefh ; by 
which fifh is meant, as being naturally 
snore frefh, and fooner liable to cor- 
ruption, than the flefh of birds and 
beafts, The expreflion is thought to 
have been made ufe of here the rather, 
becaufe the produ€tion of fuch frefh 
food from {alt water is an inftance of 
Gop’s power (2). 

¥ Ornaments. ] As pearls and coral. 

! Left it fhould move with you. 
The Mohammedans fuppofe that the 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


‘ 


earth, when firft created, was {mooth 
and cqual, and thereby liable to a 
circular motion as well as the ce- 
leftial orbs: and that the angels 
afking, who could be able to ftand 
on fo tottering a frame, Goon fixed u 
the next muming by throwing the 
mountains on it. 

™ And they are dire&ted by the 
ftars.] Which are their guides not 
only at fea, but alfo on land, when 
they travel by night through the de- 
farts. The ftars which they obferve 
for this purpofe, are cither the plei-" 
ades, or fome of thofe near the pole. 


(+) Idem. 
createth 
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createth, be ashe who createth not ? Do ye not there- 
fore confider? If ye attempt to reckon up the fa- 
vours of Gop, ye fhall not be able to compute their 
number. Goon Is furely gracious and merciful; and 
Gop knoweth that which ye conceal, and that which 
ye publifh. But the idols which ye invoke, befides 
Gop, create nothing, but are themfelves created. 
They are dead, and not living; neither do they un- 
derftand when they fhall be raifed". Your Gop is 
one Gop. As tothofe who believe not in the life to 
come, their hearts deny the plaineft evidence, and 
they proudly rejeét the truth. There isno doubt but 
Gop knoweth that which they conceal, and that 
which they difcover: verily he loveth not the proud. 
And when it is faid unto them, What hath your 
Lorp fent down unto Monammep? they anf{wer, 
Fables of ancient times. Thus are they given up 
to error, that they may bear their own burthens 
without diminution on the day of refurre€tion, and 
alfo a part of the burthens of thofe whom they 
caufed to err, without knowledge. Will it not be an 
evil burthen which they fhall bear? Their prede- 
ceffors devifed plots heretofore; but Gop came 
unto their building, to overthrow it from the 
foundations; and the roof fell on them from above, 
and a punifhment came uponthem, from whence 
they did not expeét®. Alfo on the day of re- 
furreétion he will cover them with fhame; and will 
fay, Where are my companions, concerning whom 
ye difputed? Thofe unto whom knowledge fhall 


® When they hall be raifed.] i.e. 
At what time they or their worfhippers 
fhall be raifed to receive judgment. 

© Gop overthrew their pbuilding, 
&c.] Some underftand this paffage 
figuratively, of Gop’s difappointing 
their wicked defigns: but others up 
pole the words literally relate to the 
tower which Nimrod (whom the 
Mohammedans will have to be the 


fon of Canaan, the fon of Ham, and 
fo the nephew of Cufh, and not his 
fon) built in Babel, and carried to an 
immenfe height, (five thoufand cubits, 
fay fome,) foolifhly purpofing there- 
by to afcend to heaven, and wage war 
with the inhabitants of that place ; but 
Gop fruftrated his attempt, utterly 
overthrowing the tower bya violent 
wind and earthquake (1). 


(1) Al Berpawi, JarLazLo’ppin. V. D'Hersex. Bibl. Orient. Art. 


Nimrod. 


have 
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have been given’, fhall anfwer, This day fhall fhame 
and mifery fall upon the unbelievers. They whom 
the angels fhall caufe to die, having dealt unjuftly 
with their own fouls, fhall offer to make their peace? 
in the article of death, faying, We have done noevil. 
But the angels fhall reply, Yea; verily Gop well 
knoweth that which ye have wrought: wherefore 
enter the gates of hell, therein to remain for ever; 
and miferable fhall be the abode of the proud. And 
it fhall be faid unto thofe who fhall fear GOD, 
What hath your Lorp fent down? They fhall an- 
fwer, Good: unto thofe who do right, fhall be given 
an excellent reward in this world; but the dwelling 
of the next life fhall be better; and happy fhall be the 
dwelling of the pious! namely, gardens of eternal 
abode’, into which they fhall enter; rivers fhall flow 
beneath the fame; therein fhall they enjoy whatever 
they wifh. Thus will Gop recompenfe the pious. 
Unto the righteous whom the angels fhall caufe to 
die, they fhall fay, Peace be unto you; enter ye into 
paradife, as a reward for that which ye have wrought. 
Do the unbelievers expeét any other than that the an- 
gels come unto them, to part their fouls from their bo- 
dies; or that the fentence of thy Lorp come to be 
executed on them? So did they att who were before 
them: and Gop was not unjuft towards them in that 
he deftroyed them; but they dealt unjuftly with their 
own fouls: the evils of that which they committed 
reached them; and the divinejudgment, which they 
{coffed at, fell upon them. The idolaters fay, If 
Gop had pleafed, we had not worfhipped any thing 
befides him, neither had our fathers: neither had we 


P Thole unto whom knowledge fhall — excufing their evil a€tions, as pro- 
have been given.] viz. The pro- ceeding from ignorance, and not from 
poet, and the teachers and profef-  obftimacy or malice (1). 
ors of Gon’s unity; or the angels. * Gardens of eternal abode.] Lite- 

@ Shall offer to make their peace.] rally, gardensaf Eden. Sez chap. 9. 
Making their {ubmiffion, and humbly 


(1) Idem Iaterp. 
forbidden 
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forbidden any thing without him‘. So did they who 
were before them. Butis the duty of the apoftles any 
other than public preaching? We have heretofore 
raifed up in every nation an apoftle to admonifh them, 
faying, Worfhip Gop, andavoid Tacuut*. Andof 
them.there were fome whom Gop direéted, and there 
were-gthers of them who were decreed to go aftray. 
Wheréfore gothrough the earth, O tribe of Korersu,y 
and fee what hath been the end of thofe who accufed 
theirapoftlesof impofture. If thou, O prophet, dg 

earneftly wih for their dire€tion ; verily Gop will not 
dire& him whom he hath refolved to lead into error; 
neither fhall they have any helpers. And they fwear 
moft folemnly by Gon, faying, Gop will not raife the 
dead. Yea, the promife thereofis true: but the greater 
part of them know it not. He will raifethem, that he 
may clearly fhew them the truth concerning whichthey 
now difagree, and that the unbelicvers may know that 
they areliars. Verily our{peech unto any thing, when 
we will the fame, is, that we only fay unto it, Be; 
and itis. As for thofe who have fled their country 
for the fake of Gon, after they had been unjuftly 
perfecutcd", we will furely provide them an excel- 
lent habitation in this world; but the reward of the 
next life fhall be greater; if they knewit”. They 


* If Gon had pleafed, we had not med’s departure, were um ened at 


Mecca, on account of their 


worfhipped any befides him, &c.] 
This they {poke in a {cofing manner, 
juftifying their idolatry, and fuper- 
ftitious abftaining from certain cat- 
tle (1), by pretending, that had thefe 
things been difagrecable to Gon, he 
would not have fuffered them to be 
prattifed. 

. ane See chap. ii. p. 48. 

" Who have fled their country 
after they had been unjuftly perfe- 
cuted.] Some fuppofe the prophet, 
and the companions of his flight in 
general, are here intended : others fup- 
pofe that thofe are particularly meant 
am this place, who, after Moham- 


(1) See chap. 6. 


(2) Al Berpaws. 


aving em- 
braced his religion, and fuflered great 
perfecution from the Koreifh; as Be-« 
lal, Soheib, Khabbab, Ammar, Abes, 
Abu'l Jandal, and Sohail (2). 

w If they knew it.] It is uncer- 
tain whether the pronoun they re- 
lates to the infidels, or to the true 
believers. If tothe former, the con- 
fequence would be, that they would 
be defirous of attaining tothe happi- 
nefs of the Mohajerin, by profeffing the 
fame faith: if to the latter, the know- 
ledge of this is urged as a motive to 
patience and perfeverance (3). 


(3) Idem. 
who 
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who #rfevere patiently, and put their truft in their 
Lorp, fhall not fail of happinefs in this life, and in that 
whichistocome. We have not fentany before thee, 
2s our apoftles, other than men*, unto whom we 
fpake by revelation. Inquire therefore of thofe who 
have the cuftody of the fcriptures, if ye know not 
this to be truth We fent them with evident mi- 
racles, and written revelations; and we have fent 
down unto thee this Koran ’, that thou mayeft de- 
clare unto mankind that which hath been fent down 
unto them, and that they may confider. Are they 
who have plotted evil againit their prophet fecure 
that Gon will not caufe the earth to cleave under 
them, or that a punifhment will not come upon 
them from whence they do not expeét; or that he 
will not chaftife them while they are bufied in tra- 
velling from one place toanother, and in traffick ; (for 
they fhall not be able to elude the powerof GOD;;) or 
that he will not chaftife them by a gradual deftruc- 
tion? But your Lorn is truly gracious and merciful 
in granting you refpite. Do they not confider the 
things which Gop hath created; whofe fhadows are 
caft on the right-hand and on the left, worfhipping 
Gop’, and become contraf&ted? Whatever moveth, 
both in heaven and on earth, worfhippeth Gop, and 
the angels alfo; and they are not elated with pride, 
{fo as to difdain his fervice: they fear their Lorp, who 
is exalted above them, and perform that which they 
arecommanded. Gop faid,Take not unto yourfelves 
two gods; for there 1s but one Gop: and revere 
me. Unto him belongeth whatfover is in heaven 
and on earth; and unto him is obedience eternally 
due. Willyetherefore fear any befidesGop? What. 
ever favours ye have received, are certainly from 
Gop; and when evil affli@eth you, unto him do ye 
make your fupplication; yet, when he taketh the 


* See chap 7. and chap. 18. p. 53. monition (1). 
¥ This Koran. ] Literally, this ad. 2 See chap. 13. p. 56. not.* 


(1) See the Prelim. Dife. feét. II]. p. 75: 
warn  # evil 
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.evil from off you, behold, a part of you give’ com- 
panion unto their Lorn, to fhew their ingratitude 
for the favours we have beftowed on them. Delight 
yourfelvesin the enjoyments of thislife: but hereafter 
fhail ye know that ye cannot efeape the divine ven- 
geance. And they fet apart unto idols which have no 
knowledge*, a part of the food whith we have pro- 
vided for them. By Gon, ye fhall furely be called 
to account for that which ye have falfély devifed. 
They attribute daughters untoGop’; (far be it from 
him!) but unto themfelves children of the fex which 
they defire‘. And when any of them is told the 
news of the birth of a female, his face becometh 
black‘, and he is deeply affli€ted: he hideth himfelf 
from the people, becaufe of the ill tidings which have 
been toldhim; confidering within himfelf whether he 
fhall keep it with difgrace, or whether he fhall bury 
it in the duft. Do they not make an ill judgment? 
Unto thofe who believe not in the next life, the fimi- 
litude of evil ought to be applied, and unto Gop the 
moft fublime fimilitude*: for he is mighty and wife. 
If Gop fhould punifh men for their iniquity, he 
would not leave on the earth any moving thing : but 
he giveth them refpite unto an appointed time: and 
when their time fhall come, they fhall not be refpited 


®* Idols which have no knowledge. } 
O:, which they know not; foolifhly 
imagining that they have power to 
help them, or intereft with Gop to in- 
tercede for them. 

As to the ancient Arabs fetting apart 
a certain Fagen of their produce of 
their lands for their idols, and their 
fuperftitious abftaining from the ufe 
of certain cattle, in honour to the 
fame, fee chap. g. and chap. 6. and 
the notes there, 

® See the Prelim. Dife. p. 23. 
Al Beidiwi fays, that the wo of 
Khoziah and Kenna, in particular, 


© Of the fex which they defire.] 
viz. fons: for the birth of a daugh- 
ter was looked upon as a kind of 
misfortune among the Arabs; and they 
often ufed to put them to death by 
burying them alive (1). 

“ His face becometh black.] i. e. 
Clouded with confufion and forrow. 

* This paflage condemns the Mec- 
tans injudicious and blafphemous ap- 
plication of fuch circumftances to 
Gop as were unworthy of him, and 
not on] reg, ee to the perfettions 
of the Deity, but even difgraceful to 
man; while they arrogantly applied 


ufed to call the angels the daughters of the more honourable circumftances to 
Gop. themfelves. 
(1) See chap. 8: 


an 
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an hour, neither fhall their punifhment beanticipated.” 


They attribute unto Gop that which they diflike 
themfelves', and their tongues utter alie; namely, 
that the reward of paradife is for them. There is no 
doubt but that the fire of hell is prepared for them, 
and that they fhall be fent thither before the reft of 
the wicked. By Gop, we have heretofore fent mef- 
fengers unto the nations beforethee: but Saran pre- 
pared their works for them; he was their patron in 
this world*; and in that which is to come they fhall 
fuffer a grievous torment. We have not fent down 
the book of the Koran unto thee, for any other pur- 
pofe, than that thou fhouldeft declare unto them that 
truth concerning which they difagree; and for a di- 
re€tion and mercy unto people who belicve. Gop 
fendeth down water from heaven, and caufeth the 
earth to revive after it hath been dead. Verily herein 
is afignof the refurreétion unto people who hearken. 
Ye have alfo in cattle an example of inftruction: we 
give you to drink of that which is in their bellies, a 
liquor between digefted dregs, and blood*, namely, 
pure milk‘, which is fwallowed with pleafure by 
thofe who drink it. And of the fruit of palm-trees, 
and of grapes, ye obtain an inebriating liquor, and 
alfo good nourifhment *. Verily herein isa fign unto 
people who underftand. Thy Lorp fpake by infpi- 


excrement, and that the finer parts 
are converted into milk, and the 


of all into blood. 


* They attribute unto Gon that 
which they diflike themfelves.] By 
giving him daughters, and affociates 


in power and honour; by difregard- 
ing his meffengers ; and by fetting 
apart the better fhare of the pfefents 
and offerings for their idols, and the 
worte for him (1). “8 

© He wastheir patron in this world. ] 
Or, He is the patron of them (viz. 
the Koreifh) this day, &c. “+. 

® A liquor between digefted alregs 
and blood.] The milk confifting . 
certain particles of the blood, fu 
plied from the finer parts of the ali- 
Inent. Ebn Abbas fays, that the 
groffer parts of the food fubfide . into 


(1) Al Bespaws. 


‘Pure milk.}] Having neither the 
colour of the blood, northe {mell of 
the excrements. 

® And of the fruits of palm-trees, 
and of grapes, hao an inebriatin 
liquor, and alfo good nourifhment. 
Not only wine, which is forbidden, 
but alfo lawful food, as dates, raifins, 
a kind of honey flowing from the 
dates, and vinegar. 

Some have fuppofed that thefe 
words allow the moderate ule of 
wine; but thecontrary is the received 
opinion (2). 


(2) See chap. ii. p. 99- 


# 
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. ration unto the bee, faying, Provide thee houfes' in 
the mountains, and in the trees, and of thofe mate- 
rials wherewith men buildhivesfor thee: then eat of 
every kind of fruit, and walk in the beaten paths of 
thy Lorp™. There proceedeth from their bellies a 
liquor of various colour"; wherein isa medicine for 
men’. Verily herein is a fign unto people who con- 
fider. Gop hath created you, and he will hereafter 
caufe you to die: and fome of you fhall have his 
life prolonged to a decripit age, fo that he fhall for- 
get whatever he knew; for Gop is wife and powerful. 
Gopcaufeth fome of you to excel others in worldly 
poffeffions s yet they who are caufed to excel, do not 
give their wealth unto the flaves whom .their right- 
hands poffefs, that they may become equal fharers 
therein’. Do they therefore deny the beneficence 
of Gop? Gop hath ordained you wives from among 
yourfelves’, and of your wives hath granted you 
children and grand-children; and hath beftowed on 


' Houfes.] So the apartments which 
the bee buildsare here called, becaufe 
of their beautiful workmanfhip, and 
admirable contrivance, which no gede 
metrician can excel (1). 

™ And walk in the beaten paths of 
thy Loxp.] i.e. The ways through 
which, by Gon’s power, the bitter 
flowers paffing the bee’s {tomach be- 
come honey; or, the methods of mak- 
ing honcy, which he has taught her 
by inftin@; or elfe the ready ne 


home from the diftant places to whic 


that infeé flies (2). 

® A liquor of various colour. ] Viz. 
honey; the colour of which is very 
different, occafioned by the different 

lants on which the bees feed: fome 
Pein white, fome yellow, fome red, 
and fome black (3). 

© Wherein is a medicine for men. 
The fame being not only good fuod, 
but a ufeful remedy in feveral diftem- 
pers, particularly thofe occafioned by 
phlegm. There is a ftory that a man 
came once to Mohammed, and told 


(:) AlBsipaw:. (2) Idem. 


(3) Idem. 


him that his brother was afflicted with 
a violent pain in his belly: upon 
which the prophet bade him give 
him fome honey. The fellow took 
his advice; but foon after coming 
again, told him that the medicine 
had done his brother no manner of 
fervice. Mohammed anfwered, Go 
and give him more honey, for Go» 
{peaks truth, and thy brother's belly 
lies And thedofe being repeated, 
the man, by Gop’s mercy, was ime 
mediately cured (4). 

P They give not their wealth unto 
their flaves, &c.] Thefe words reprove 
the idolatious Meccans, who could 
admit created beings to a fhare of the 
divine honour, though they fuffered 
not their flaves to fhare with them- 
felves in what Gop had beftowed on 
them (5). 

4 From among yourfelves.] That 
is, of -your own nations and tribes. 
Some think the formation of Eve from 
Adam is here intendcd. 


(4) Idem, (5) Idem 


Woe, 
F: 4:4 
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you good things for food. Will they therefore be- 
lieve in that which is vain, and ungratefully.deny 
the goodnefs of Gop? They worthip, befidtsGon, 
idols which poffefs nothing wherewith ‘to fuftain 
them, either in heaven or on earth;*and have no 
power. Wherefore liken not any thing unto Gop’: 
for Gon knoweth, but ye know not. ‘Gop propound- 
eth as a parable a poffeffed flave, who hath power 
over nothing, and him on whom we have beftoweda 
good provifion from us, and who giveth alms there. 
out both fecretly and openly‘: fhall thefe two be 
efféemed equal? Gon forbid! But the greater part 
of them know it not. Gop alfo propoundeth as a pa- 
rable two men; one of them born dumb, who is un- 
able to do or underftand any thing, but is a burthen 
unto his mafter; whitherfover he fhall fend him, he 
fhall not return with any good fuccefs: fhall this’ 
man, and he who hath his fpeech and underftanding, 
and who commandeth that which is juft, and fol- 
loweth the right way, be efteemed equal‘? Unto 
Gop alone is the fecret of heaven and earth known. 
And the bufinefs of the laft hour” fhall be only as 
the twinkling of an eye, or even more quick: for 
Gop is almighty. Gop hath brought you forth 
from the wombs of your mothers; ye knew nothing, 


* Liken not any thing unto Gop. ] 
Or propound no fimilitudes or com- 
parifons between him and his crea- 
tures. One argument the Meccans em- 
deat ba in defence of their idolatry, it 
eems, was, that the worfhip of infe- 
rior deities did honour to Gon; inthe 
fame manner as the refpeét fhewed to 
the {ervants of a prince, does honour 
to the prince himtelf (1). 

* Gop propoundeth as aparable, a 
peneliee ve, &c.] The idols are 

ere likened to a flave, who is fo far 
from having any thing of his own, 
that he is himfelf in the poffeffion of 
another ; whereas Gop is as a rich 
free man, who provideth for his fa- 


(2) Al Bexpawt. 


mily abundantly, and alfo affifteth 
others who have need, both in public 
and in private (2), 

© Gon alfo propoundeth asa pa- 
rable two men, &c.] The idol is 
here again reprefented under the image 
of one who, by a defeét in his fenfes, 
is aufelefs burthen to the man who 
maintains him; and Gop, under that 
of a perfon completely qualified either 
todire& or to execute any ufeful un- 
dertaking. Some VPrO® the com- 
parifon is intended of a true believer 
and an infidel. 

' The buiinefs of the laft hour. 
That is, The returre€tion of the dead, 


(2) Idem, JaLLaLo’pDIN. 


Q and 
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and he gave you the fenfes of hearing and feeing, and 
saandepftandings, that ye might give thanks, Do they 
ndeE@heold the fowls which are enabled to fly in the 
‘Open ‘Srmament of heaven? none fupporteth them 
exceptGop. Verilyhereinare figns unto people who 
believe. Gop hath alfo provided your houfesfor 
habitations for you; and hath alfo provided you 
tents of the fkins of cattle, which ye find light to be 
removed on the day of your departure to new quar- 
ters, and eafy to be pitched on the day of your {fit- 
ting down therein: and of their wool, and ‘their fur, 
and their hair, hath he fupplied you with furnitéte 
and houfehold ftuff for afeafon. And Gop hath 
provided for you, of that which he hath created, con- 
veniencies to fhade you from the fun”, and he hath 
alfo provided you places of retreat in the mountains“, 
and he hath given you garments to defend you from 
the heat’, and coats of mail to defend you in your 
wars. Thus doth he accomplifh his favour towards 
you, that ye may refign yourfelves unto him. Butif 
they turn back; verily thy duty is public preachin 
only. They acknowledge the goodnefs of Gop, and 
afterwards they deny the fame’, but the greater part 
of them are unbelievers*. Ona certain day we will 
raife a witnefs out ofevery nation®: then they who 
fhall have been unbelievers fhall not be fuffered to 
excufe themfelves, neither fhall they be received into 
favour. And when they who fhall have a&ed un- 
juftly, fhall fee the torment prepared for them ; (it fhall 
not he mitigated unto them, neither fhall they be 
~ Conveniencies to fhade you from 


the fun.] As trees, houtes, tents, 
mountains, &c. 


* They acknowledge the goodnefs of 
Gop, and afterwards deny the fame. 
Confcfling Gan to be the author of a 


¥ Places of retreat in the moune 
tains.] Viz. caves and grottos both 
natural and artificial. 

Y To defend you fram the heat.] Al 
Beidiwi fays, that one extreme, and 
that the moft infupportable in Arabia, 
is here putfor both; but Jallajo’ddin 
fuppofes that by heat, we are in this 
plage ta paderitand cold. 


the bleffings they enjoy; and yet di- 
re€ting their worfhip and thanks to 
their idols, by whofe interceffion they 


. imagine bleflings are obtained. 


* But the greater part of them are 
unbelievers, Abfolutely denying 
Gon’s providence, either through ig- 
norance, or perverfenefs, 

> Sce chap. iy. 


refpited ;) 


Cuap, 16. AL KORAN. .Y 


refpited ;) and when thofe who fhatl have been guilty 
of idolatry fhall fee their falfe gods‘, they fhall fay, 
O Lorp, thefe are our idols which we invoked, be- 
fides thee. But they fhall return an anfwer unto 
them, faying, Verily ye are liars’. Andon that day 
fhall the wicked offer {ubmiffion unto Gop; and the 
falfe deities which they imagined fhall abandon them. 
As for thofe who fhall have been infidels, and fhall 
have turned afide others from the way of Gop, we 
will add unto them punifhment upon punifhment, 
becaufe they have corrupted others. On a certain day 
we will raife up in every nation a witnefs againit 
them from among themfelves; and we will bring 
thee, O MoHAmMED, asa witnefs againft thefe Ara- 
BiANs. We have fent down unto thee the book of the 
Koran, for an explication of every thing neceflary 
both as to faith and pra€tice, anda dire@ion, and mer- 
cy, and good tidings unto the Moflems. Verily Gop 
commandeth julftice, and the doing of good, and the 
giving unto kindred what fhall be neceffary ; and he 
forbiddeth wickednefs, and iniquity, and oppreffion: 
he admonifheth you that ye may remember’. Per- 
form your covenant with Gop‘, when ye enter into 
covenant with him; and violate not your oaths, after 
the ratification thereof; fince ye have made Gop a 


© Their falfe gods.] Literally, 
their companions. 

“ Ye are liars.] For that we are 
not the companions of Gop, as ye 
imagined; neither did ye reall 
ferve us, but your owa corrupt af- 
feftions and luits; nor yet were ye 
led into idolatry by us, but ye fell 
into it of your own accord (1). 

¢ This verfe, which was occa 
fion of the converlion of Othmin 
Ebn Matin, the commentators fay, 
containeth the, whole, which it is a 
man’s duty either to perform or to 
avoid ; and is alone a {ufficient de- 
monftration of what is {sid in the 
foregoing verfe. Under the three 
‘things bere commanded, they un- 


(3) Al Bsrpaws. 


F oa 


derftand the belief of Gop’s unity, 
without inclining to atheifm, on 
the one hand, or polytheifm, on 
the other; obedience to the com- 
mands of Gop; and charity towards 
thofe in diftrefs. And onder the 
three ne forbidden, they com- 
rehend all corrupt and carnal affec- 
Fons; all falfe do&rines and hereti- 
cal opinions; and all injuftice to- 
‘wards man (2). 

f Perform your covenant with 
Gop.} By perfevering in his true 
religion. Some think that the oath 
of fidelity taken to Mohammed by 
his followers, is chiefly intended 
here, 


(2) Kdem. 


witnefs 
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wifnefs over you. Verily Gop knoweth that which 
ye Go. And be not like unto her who undoeth that 
which fhe hath fpun, untwifting it after fhe hath 
twilted it ftrongly*®; taking your oaths between you 
deceitfully, becaufe one party is more numerois than 
another party”. Verily Gop only temptcth you 
therein; and he will make that manifeft unto you, 
on the day of refurre€tion, concerning which ye now 
difagree. If Gop had pleafed, he would furely have 
made you one people’: but he will lead into error 
whom he pleafeth, and he will dire& whom he 
pleafeth; and ye fhall furely give an account of that 
which ye have done. Therefore take not your oaths 
between you deceitfully, left your foot flip, after it 
hath been ftedfaftly fixed, and ye tafte evil in this life, 
for that ye have turned afide from the way of Gon; 
ae fu ffer a grievous punifhment in the life to come. 
And fell not the covenant of Gon for a {mall price*; 
for with Gon is a better recompenfe prepared for you, 
if ye be men of underftanding. That which is with 
-you will fail; but that which is with Gop is perma- 
nent; and we will furely reward thofe who fhall per- 
‘fevere, according to the utmoft merit of their a€tions. 
Whofo worketh righteoufnefs, whether he be male or 
female, and isa true believer, we will furely raife him 
to a happy life; and we will give them their reward 
according to the utmoft merit of their a€tions. When 


8 Be not like her who undoeth to renounce their league with their 


that which fhe hath fpun, &c.] Some 
{uppofe that a particular woman is 
meant in this paffage, who ufed (like 
Penelope), to undo at night the 
work that fhe had done in the day. 
Her name, they fay, was Reita Bint 
Saad Ebn Teym, of the tribe of 
Koreihh (3). 

® Taking your oaths dcceitfully, 
becaufe one party is more numerous 
than another.) OF this infincerity in 
in their alliances the Koreifh are ac- 


cufed; it being ufual with them, - 


when they faw the enemies of their 
confederates to be fuperior in force, 


(1) Al Berpawy,. 


(2) Idem. 


aid friends, and ttrike up one with 
the others (2), 

1 One people.] Or, of one ree 
ligion. 

K Sell not the covenant of Gop 
fora {mall price.] That is, Be not 
prevailed on to renounce your reli- 
gion, or your engagements with 
your prophet, by any promifes or 
gifts of the infidels. For, it feems, 
the Koreifh, to tempt the poorer 
Moflems to apoftatize, made them 
offers, not very confiderable indeed, 
but fuch as they imagined might be 
worth their acceptance (3). 


(3) Idem. 
thou 
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thou readeft the Koran, have recourfe unto Gon, 
that he may preferve thee from Saran driven away 
with ftones': he hath no power over thofe who be- 
lieve, and who put their confidence in their Lorp; 
but his power is over thofe only who take him 
for their patron, and who give companions unto 
GOD. When we fubftitute in the Koran an abro- 
gating verfein lieu ofa verfe abrogated, (and Gop beft 
knoweth the fitnefs of that which he revealeth,) the 
infidels fay, Thou art only a forger of thefe verfes : 
but the greater part of them know not truth from 
falfehood. Say, The holy fpirit™ hath brought the 
fame down from thy Lorp with truth; that he may 
confirm thofe who believe, and for a dire€tion and 
good tidings unto the Moflems. We alfo know that 
they fay, Verily, acertain man teacheth him to com- 
pofe the Koran. The tongue of the perfon unto 
whom they incline, is a foreign tongue; but this, 
wherein the Koran is written, 1s the perf{picuous Ara- 
bic tongue". Moreover, as for thofe who believe not 

in 


‘ 
te 
* 


! When thou readeft the Koran, 
have recourfe unto Gop, &c.}] Mo- 
hammed one day reading in the 
Koran, uttered a horrid blafphemy, 
to the great fcandal of thote who 
‘were prefent, as will be obferved in 
another place (1); to excule which, 
he affured them that thofe words 
Were put into his mouth by the de- 
vil ; and to prevent any fuch accident 
for the future, he is here taught to 
beg Gon’s prote@tion before he en- 
tered on that duty (2). Hence the 
Mohammedans, before they begin to 
read any part of this book, repeat 
thefe words, I have recourfe unto don 
for affiftance againft Satan driven away 
with ftones. 

™ The holy fpirit.J viz. Gabriel. 
Sec chap. 2. p. 17. 

» A certain man_ teacheth him 
&c.} This was a great objeétion 


(1) In not, ad cap, 22, 


(3) Al ZamaxnsHarti, Al Berpawt, YAHYA. 


Al Berpawrs. See Prid. Life of Mah. p. 32: 


made by the Meccans to the tuabos 
rity of the Koran; for when Mo- 
hammed infilted, as a prodf of its 
divine original, that it was impoffi- 
ble a man fo roa unacquainted 
with learning as himfelf, co 

compofe {uch a book, they replied, 
that he had one or more afhftents 
in the forgery; but as to the pasti- 
cular perfon, or perfons, fufpeéted of 
this confederacy, the traditions dif- 
fer. One fays it was Jabar, a 
Greek fervant to Amer Ebn al Ha- 
drami, who could read and write 
well (3); another, that they were 
erin and Yelar, two flaves, who 
ollowed the trade of {fword-cutlers 
at Mccca, and uled to read the pen- 
tateuch and gofpel, and had often 
Mohammed for their auditor, when 


he paffed that se (4). Another 
tells us, it was one Ath, or Yaith, a 
domedtic 


(a) JaArLALo’nnin, A] Berpawt, YAauyva, &c. 


(4) Al ZAMAKHSHARL, 
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in the figns of Gos, Gon will not dire@ them, and 
they fhall fuffer a painful torment: verily they ima- 


domeftic of Heweiteb Ebn Abd al 
Uzza, who was a man of fome 
learning, and had embraced Mo- 
hammedifm (1). Another fuppofes 
it was one Kais, a Chriftian, whofe 
houfe Mohammed a (2); 
another, that it was Addas, a fer- 
vant of Otba Ebn Rabla (3); and 
another, that it was Salmin the Per- 
fian (4). is te 
According to fome Chriftian wri- 
ters (5), Abdallah Ebn Selim, the 
» who was fo intimate with Mo- 
med, (named by one, accerding 
to the Hebrew diale&, Abdias ,Ben 
Salon, and by another, Abdala Ce- 
Jen) was afiifiing to him in the com. 
iling his pretended revelations. This 
ew Dr. Pridesux confounds with 
the Perfian, who was a wed 
different man, as a late author (6) 
has obferved before me; wherefore, 
and for that we may have occa- 
fion to {peak of Salman hereafter, 
3t_ may be proper to add a brief 
extra& of his ftory, as told by him- 
felf. He was of a good family of If. 
pahan, and in his younger years left 
the religion of his country to em- 
brace Chriftianity; ind travelling 
into Syna, was advifed, bya certain 
monk of Amuria, to go into Arabia; 
where a prophet was expelled to 
arife about that time, who fhould 
eftablifh the religion of Abraham, 
and whom he fhould know, among 
other things, by the feal of prophecy 
between his fhoulders. Salm4n per- 
formed the journey, and meeting with 
Mohammed at Koba, where he refted 
in his flight to Medina, foon found 
him to be the perfon he fought, and 
profefled Iflim (7). 


(2) Idem, 
(4) Al Zaman. Al Brrpaws. 
Bice, ¢. 13. 


Life of Ma P- $3, 34- 


A! Masuni. (10) Asv’s. 


(3) JALLALO’pDIN. 


Jou. Annrzas, de conful, f 


. gine 


The general opinion of the Chrif- 
tians however is, that the chief help 
Mohammed had in the contriving hie 
Koran was from 2 Neftorian monk 
named Sergius, fuppofed to be the 
fame perfon with monk Boheira, 
with whom Mohammed in his youn- 
ger years had fome conference at Bof- 
ra,a city of Syria Damaicena, where 
that monk refided (8). To confirm 
which fuppofition, a paffage has been 
produced from an Arab writer (9), 
who fays that Boheira’s name in the 
books of the Chriftians is Sergius: 
but this is only a conjeéture; and 
another (10) tells us, his true name 
was Said, or Felix, and his furname 
Bohaira. But be that as it will, if 
Boheira and Sergius were the fame 
man, I find not the leaft intimation 
in the Mohammedan writers, that he 
ever quitted his monaftery to go 
into Arabia, (as is fuppofed by the 
Chriftians); and his acquaintance 
with Mohammed at Bofra was too 
early to favour the furmife of his 
afGifting him in the Korin, which 
was compofed long after; though 
Mohammed might, from his dif. 
courfe, gain fome knowledge of 
Chriftianity, and of the {criptures, 
which might be of ufe to him there- 
in. 

From the anfwer given in this 
pallage of the Korin, to the objec- 
tion of the infidels, viz. that the 

rfon fufpe&ed by them to have a 

and in the Koran, {poke a foreign 
language, and therefore could not, 
with any face of probability, be 
fuppofed to affift in a compofition 
written in the Arabic tongue, and 
with fo great elegance, it is aa 

is 


(3) Al Zamann. YAnya. 
§) Ricaxnr Confut. legis Sarac- 
Mahometanz, c.3. See Priv. 


6) Gagnixr not. in Abulf. vit. Moh. p. 74. 
7) Ex. Ebn. Isuax. V. Gacniex. ibid. 


-P. 36 &e. Gacmwrer, ubi fup. p. 
&) fs 


(8) See Patp. ubi. 
10,11. Marrac. de Alcos. p. 37 
san al Backa in Korjn. 
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gine.a falfehood who believe mot in the figns of Gon, 
and they. are really he liars. Whoevesdenieth Gon, 
after he hath believed, except him who-fhall be com- 
pelled againft his will, and whofe heart continueth 


ftedfaft in the faith, fhall be feverely chafti 


this perfon was no Arabian. The 
word Ajami, which is here ufed, fig- 
nifies any foreign or barbarous Jan- 
guage in general; but the Arabs a 
plying it more particularly to 
Perfian, it has been thence concluded 
by fome, that Salman was the perfon : 
however, if it be true that he came 
Not to Mohammed till after the Hejra, 
either he could not be the man here 
intended, or elfe this verfe muft have 
been revealed at Medina, contrary to 
the common opinion. 

© Except him who bhall be com- 
pelled againft his will, &c.] Thefe 
words were added for the fake of 
Ammir Ebn Yafer, and fome others, 
who being taken and tortured by the 
Koreifh, renounced their faith out of 
fear, though their hearts agreed not 
with their mouths (1). It feems Am- 
mir wanted the conftancy of his father 
and mother, Yiafer and Sommeya, 
who underwent the like trial, at the 
fame time, with their fon, and refo- 
tutely refufing to recant, were both 
put to death ; the infidels tying Som- 
meya between two camels, and flrik- 
ing a lance through her privy parts 
(ay. When the news was brought to 
Mohammed, that Ammar had denied 
the faith, he faid, it could not be, 
for that Ammir was full of faith 
from the crown of his head to the 
. fole of his foot, faith being mixed and 
incorperated with his very flefh and 
blood; and when Ammir himfelf 
came weeping to the prophet, he 
wiped his eyes, faying,: What fault 
was it of thine, if they forced thee ? 

But though it be here faid, that 
thofe who apoftatize in appearance 
only, to avoid death or torments, 


(1) Al Berpaws, Al Zamauu. 
_ @) Esn Swounan, 


whoever 


hope for pardon from Gos, 
ye i it unanimoufly agreed by the 
ohammedan dofors, to be mach 
more meritorious and pleafing in 
the fight of Gon, courageoufly and 
nobly to in the true faith, 
and rather ta fuffer death itfelf than 
renounce it, even in words. Nor 
did the Mohammedan religion want 
its martyrs, in the ftri fenfe of the 
word: of which I will here give 
two inftances, befides the above. 
rage ie One : that of ee 
Ebn Ada, who being perfidiou 
fold to the Koreifh, was by red 
put to death in acruel aaa 
mutilation, and cutting off his 
piece-meal; and being afked, in the 
midft of his tortures, whether he 
did not with Mohammed was in his 
place, anfwered, I would not with 
to be with my family, my fubftance, 
and my children, on condition that 
Mohammed was only to be pricked 
witha thorn (3). The other is that 
of a man who was put to death by 
Mofeilama, on the following occa. 
fion. That falfe prophet having tak- 
en two of Mohammed’s followers, 
afked one of them what he faid of 
Mohammed ? The tan anfwered, 
That he was the apofle of Gop. 
And what fayeft thou of me? added 
Mofeilama; to which he replied, 
Thou alfo art the apoftle of Gon; 
‘whereupon he was immediately dif. 
miffed in fafety. But the other, 
having retumed the fame an{wer to 
the former queftion, refufed to give 
any to the laft, though required to do 
it three feveral times, but pretended 
to be deaf, and was therefore lain. 
It is related that Mohammed, when 


Yauva. (s) Al Barvaws. 


the 


os 


fed°: but 


va 


“a? 
a 


the flory of thefe two men was told 
him, faid, The firt of them threw 
himfelf on Gon’smercy; but the lat- 
ter profefied the truth; and he fhall 
find his account in it (1). 

? Thofe who have fied their coun- 
try, afterhaving fuffered perfecution, 
&c.] As did Ammir, who made 
one in both the flights. Some read- 
ing the verb with different vowels, 
sender the laft words, After having 


 sslarar the true believers; and in- - 


in al Hadrami, who obliged 2 
fervent of his to renounce Moham- 
medifm force, but afterwards, 
togethes that fervant, profeffed 
the fame faith, and fled for it (2). 


(3) Al Bespaws. 


(2) Idem. 


4 Every foul fhall come to plead 
for rey That is, Every perfon. 
fhall be folicitous for his own falva-" 
tion, not concerning himfelf with the 
condition of another, but crying out, 
My own foul, my own fou! (3), 

* Gop propoundeth asa parable a 
city, &c.] This example is applied 
to every city which, having received 
great bleffings from Gop, becometh 
infolent and unthankful, and is there- 
fore chaftifed by fome fignal judg- 
ment; or rather to Mecca, in particue 
lar, on which the calamities threatened 
in this paflage, viz. both with famine 
and fword, were infli€ted (4). 


(3) Idem. (4) Idem. 


from 


from améng themfelves; and they accufe him of im- 
pofture: whertfore’a punifhment fhall be infli&ed on 
them, while they are aéting unjuftly. Eat of what 
Gop hath given you for food, that which is lawful 
and good; and be thankful for the favours of Gop, 
if ye ferve him. He hath only forbidden you that 
which dieth of itfelf, and blood, and fwine’s flefh, 
and that which hath been flain in the name of any, 
befides Gop’. But unto him who fhall be compel- 
Jed by neceffity to eat of thefe things, not lufting, 
nor wilfufly tranfgreffing, Gop will furely be gra- 
cious and merciful. And fay not that wherein your 
tongues utter a lic: This is lawful, and this is un- 
lawful‘; that - may devife a lie concerning Gop: 
for they who devife a lie concerning Gon, fhall not 
profper. They fhall have fmall enjoyment in this 
world, and in that which is to come they fhall fuffer 
a grievous torment. Untothe Jews did we forbid that 
which we have told thee formerly‘: and we did 
them no injury in that refpe&; but they injured 
their own fouls”. Moreover thy Lorp will be fa- 
vourable unto thofe who do evil through ignorance; 
and afterwards repent and amend: verily unto thefe 
will thy Lorn be gracious and merciful after their 
repentance. ApraHAM was a model of true religion, 
obedient unto Gon, orthodox, and was not an idola- 
ter”: he was alfo grateful for his benefits: wherefore 
GOD chofe him, and direéted him into the right 
way. And we beftowed on him good in this world; 
and in the next he fhall furely be one of the righte- 
ous. We have alfo fpoken unto thee, O Mouam- 
MED, by revelation, faying, Follow the religion of 
AsRrauaM, who was orthodox, and was no idolater. 


* See chap. 5. i. e. They were forbidden things which” 
* And fay not—This islawful, and = were in themielvcy indifferent, as, % 
this is unlawful.] Allowing what = punifhment tor their wickednels 
Gop hah forbidden, and fuperftiti- rebellion. * 
oufly abftaining from what he hath x And was not an idolater.] This 


allowed. See chap. vi. was to reprehend the idolatrous Ko; 
" Formerly.) Viz. In the 6th — reifh, who pretended that they pro- 
chapter, felled the religion ot Abrahaniy 


~ They injured their own fouls. ] 
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The fabbath was only appointed unto thofe who 
differed with their prophet. concéfning #’; and thy 
Loap will furely judge between them, on the day 
of refurre@tion, as to that concerning which they 
differed. Invite men unto the way of thy Lorp 
by wifdom and mild exhortation; and difpute with 
them in the moft condefcending manner: for thy 
Loro well knoweth him who ftrayeth from his path, 
and he well knoweth thofe who are rightly direéted. 
If ye take vengeance on any, take a vengeance pro- 
portionable to the wrong which hath beendone you’; 
but if ye fuffer wrong patiently, verily this will be 
better for the patient‘. Wherefore do thou bear 
oppofition with patience; but thy patience fhall not 
be praéticable, unlefs with Gon’s affiftance. And 
be not thou grieved on account of the unbelievers ; 
neither be thou troubled for that which they fub- 
tilely devife; for Gon is with thofe who fear him, 
and are upright. 


¥ Who differed with thcir prophet 
concerning it.] Thefe were the Jews; 
who being ordered by Moles to fet 
spart Friday (the day now obferved 
by the Mohammedans) for the exer- 
cife of divine woithip, : refufed it, 
and chofe the fa , becaufe on 
that day Gop refted from his works 
Of creation: for which reafon they 
‘were commanded to keep the day 
they had chofen in the ftridteft man- 
ner(i : 
3 If ye take vengeance, &c.] This 
pellage is fuppofed to have Te= 
¥ at Medina, on occafionof Ham- 
za, Mohammed’s uncle, being flain 
at the battle of Ohod. For the infi- 
dels having abufed hisdead body, b 
taking out his bowels, and cutting o 
his ears and his nofe, when Moham- 
ged faw it, he fwore that if Gop 


. him fuccefs, he would reta- 
'* Jette thofe crucities on feventy of the 


wall Al Beioaws, JALLALo’pDIN. 
. p. 


Koreifh ; but he was by thefe words 
forbidden to execute what he had 
fwom, and accordingly made void 
his oath (3). Abu'lfsda makes the 
number on which Mohammed {wore 
to wreak his vengeance, to be but 
thirty (3): but it may be obferved by 
the way, that the tranflator renders the 
paflage in that author, Gop hath re- 
vealed unto me that I fhall retaliate, 
é&c. inftead of, If Gon grant me vic- 
tory over the Korcifh, I will retaliate, 
&c. reading Lain adhharni, for adh- 
farni; Gon, far from putting this 
d into the prophet’s head bya 
revelation, exprefsly forbidding him 
to put it in execution. 

* The patient.] Here, fays al Bei- 
diwi, the Koran principally points 
at Mohammed, who was of uf men 
the moft confpicuous for meeknels 
and clemency. 


(2) Idem. (3) Apu’sr. Vit. 
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CHAP. XVIL 
Intitled, The Night-Journey’; ‘revealed at 


ECCA*. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


*TpRAISE be unto him who tranfported his 

fervant by night from the facred temple of 
Mecca to the farther temple of P gcoeegomgl the 
circuit of which we have bleffed, that we might 
fhew him fome of our figns; for GOD is he who 
heareth, and feeth, And we gave unto Mosss 
the book of the law, and appointed the fame to be a 
direGtion unto the children of Israzt, commanding 
them, faying, Beware that ye take not any other 


patron befides me. 


O pofterity of thofe whom we 


carried in the ark with Noau‘; verily he was a 


b The reafon of this infcription 
appears in the firft words. Some 
intitle the chapter, The children of 
Ifrael. 

© Some except eight verfes, be- 
ginning at thefe words, It wanted 
ittle but that the infidels had feduced 
thee, &c. 

¢ Who tran{ported his fervant by 
night, from the temple of Mecca to 
the farther temple of Jerufalem.] From 
whence he was carried through the 
feven heavens to the prefence of 
Gop, and brought back again to 
Mecca the fame night. 

This journey of Mohammed to 
heaven is fo well known, that I may 
he pardoned if I omit the defeription 
of it. The Englith reader may find 
tt in Dr. Prideaux’s life of Ma- 
homet (1), and the learned in Abu'l- 
feda (a), whofe annotator has cor- 
reéted feveral miftakes in the rela- 


tion of Dr. Prideaux, and in other 
Writers, 


grateful 


It is a difpute among the Moham- 
medan divines, whether their pro- 
het’s night-journey was really per- 


XV 


ormed by him corporally, or whe- , 


ther it was only a dream or vilion. 
Some think the whole was no more 
than a vifion; and alledge an ex- 
prefs tradition of Moawiyah (3), 
one of Mohammed’s fucceffors, to 
that purpofe. Others fuppofe he 
was carried bodily to Jerufalem, but 
no farther; and that he afcended 
thence to heaven in {pirit only. But 
the received opinion is, that it was 
no vifion, but that he was actually 
tranfported in the body to his jour- 
ney’s end; and if any impofiibili 
be objeéted, they think it a fufh- 
cient aniwer to fay, that it might 
eafily. be effe&ted by an omnipotent 
agent (4). 

© O pofterity of thofe, &c.] The 
commentators are put to it to find 
out the connexion of thefe words 


with the foregoing. Some sare 


(1) Pac. a. &c. See alfo Morcan’s Mahometifm explained, val. t 
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grateful fervant. And we exprefsly declared unto the 
children of Israzx in the book of the law, faying, 
Ye will furely commit evil in the earth twice ‘, and 
ye will be elated with great infolence. And when the 
punifhment threatened for the firft of thofe tranfgref- 
fions came to be executed, we. fent againft you our 
fervants*, endued with exceeding ftrength in war, 
and they fearched the inner apartments of four 
houfes: and the predi€tion became accomplffhed. 
Afterwards we gave you the vitory over them", 
in your turn, and we granted you increafe of 
wealth and children, and we made you a;fore nu- 
merous people, faying, If ye do well, ye will do 
well to your own fouls; and if ye do evil, ye will 
do it unto the fame. And when the punifhment 
threatened for your latter tranfgreflion came to be 
executed, we fent enemies againft you, to aifli& you’, 

and 


h Afterwards we gave you the 


the accufative cafe is here put for 
viGory over them, ah y per- 


the vocative, as ] have tranflated it: 


and others interpret the words thus, 
Take not for your patrons, befides 
me, the pofterity of thofe, &c. mean- 
Ing mortal men. 

* Ye will furely commit evil in the 
earth twice.] Their firft tranfgref- 
fion was their rejeGting the decifions 
of the law, their putting Ifaiah 
to death (1), and their imprifon- 
mg of Jeremiah (2): and the fe- 
cond, was their flaying of Zacha- 
riah, and John the Baptift, and 
their imagining the death of Jz- 
sus (3). 

© We fent againft you our fervants, 
&c.] Theie were Jalat, or Goliah, 
and his forces (4); or Sennacherib 
the sat Alaa, or elfe Nebuchadnez- 
zar, whom the eaftern writers call 
Bakhtnafr, (which was however only 
his furname, his true name being 
Gudarz, or Raham,) the governor of 
Babylon under Lohorafp, king of 
Perfia (5), who took Jerufalem, and 
deftroyed the temple. 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


LALO’DDIN, YAHYA, 
1B\ Tdam 


(2) JarLaxo’ppin. 
(5) Al Zamakusuaar, Al Berpaws. 
(7) Vanya, [ALLALO’DDIN. 


mitting David to kill Goliah; or by 
the miraculous defeat of Sennache- 
rib’s army; or for that Gop put it 
into the en of Bahman, the fon of 
Isfandiyar, when he fucceeded his 
grandfather Lohorafp, to order Ki- 
tefh, or Cyrus, then governor of 
Babylon, to fend home the Jews 
from their captivity, under the con- 
du& iH haere which he reach 
ingly did, and t revailed again 
thote whom Rekbiae had teft fn the 
land (6). 

1 We fent enemies againft you to 
affli& you.] Some imagine the army 
Meant in this place was that of 
Bakhtnafr (7); but others fay the 
Perfians conquered the Jews this 
fecond tinte by the arms of Gudarz, 
‘by whom th feem to intend 
Antiochus Epiphanes,) one of the 
{ucceffors of Alexander at Babylon. 


“It is related that the general in this 


expedition, entering the temple, 
faw blood bubbling up on the great 
altar, 

(3) Idem. (4) Jat- 
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and to enter the temple, as they entered it the firft 
time, and utterly to deftroy that which they had con- 
quered. Peradventure your Lorp will have mercy 
on you hereafter: but if ye return totranfgrefsathird 
time, we alfo will return to chaftife you *; and we have 
appointed hell to be the prifon of the unbelievers. 
Verily this Koran direéteth unto the way which is 
moft right, and declareth unto the faithful, who do 
good works, that they fhall receive a great reward ; 
and that for thofe who belive not in the life to come, 
we have prepared a grievous punifhment. Man pray- 
eth for evil, as he prayeth for good'; for man 1s 
hafty™. We have ordained the night and the day for 


altar, and afking the reafon of it, the 
Jews told him it was the blood of a 
facrifice, which had not been accepted 
of Gon; to which he replied, that they 
had not told him the truth, and or- 
dered a thoufand of them to be flain 
on the altar; but the blood not ceaf- 
ing, he told them, that if they would 
not confefs the truth, he would not 
{pare one of them; whereupon they 
acknowledged it was the big of 
John: and the general faid, Thus hath 
your Lorp taken vengeance on you; 
and then cried out, O John, my 
Lorn and thy Lorp knoweth what 
hath befallen thy people for thy fake; 
Wherefore let thy blood ftop, by 
Gov’s permiffion, left I Jeave not 
one of them alive; upon which the 
blood immediately ftopped (1). 

Thefe are the explications of the 
commentators, wherein their igno- 
rance in ancient hiftory is fufficiently 
manifeft ; though perhaps Mohammed 
himfelf, in this latter paffage, intend- 
ed the deftruction of Jerulalem by the 
Romans. 

* But if ye return to tranfgrefs a 
third time, we alfo will retum to 
chaftife you.}] And this came accord~ 
ingly to pais: forthe Jews being again 
fo wicked as to rejeét Mohammed, 
and confpire againft his life, Gon de- 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


VOL. us. 


two 


livered them into his hands; and he 
exterminated the tribe of Koreidha, 
and flew the chiefs of that of al Nadir, 
and obliged the reft of the Jewith 
tribes to pay tribute (2). 

1 Man prayeth for evil, as he 
prayeth for good.} Out out of ig- 
norance, miftaking evil for good; or 
making wicked imprecations on him- 
felf, and others, out of paffion and 
impatience 

m Man is en Or inconfide- 
rate, not weighing the confequcace vt 
what he afks. 

It is faid that thé perfon here 
meant is Adam, who, when the 
breath of life was breathed into his 
noltrils, and had reached fo far as 
his navel, though the lower part of 
his body was, as Phi but a piece 
of clay, muft needs try to mic up, 
and got an ugly fall by the bargain. 
But others pretend the paflage was 
revealed on the following occafion, 
Mohammed committed a certain cap- 
tive to the charge of his wife, Sawda 
bint Zamaa, who, moved with com- 

aflion at the man’s groans, un- 
Pound him, and let him elcape : 
upon which the prophet, in the frit 
emotions of his anger, wifhed her 
hand might fall off ; but immedi- 
ately compoling himlelf, faid aloud, 


(3) Idem. 


G O Gon, 
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two figns of our power: afterwards we blot out the 
fign of the night, and we caufe the fign of the day 
to fhine forth, that ye may endeavour to obtain 
plenty from your Lorn, by doing your bufinefs therc- 
in, and that ye may know the number of-years, and 
the computation of time; and every thing neceflary 
have weexplained bya perfpicuousexplication. The 
fate" of every manhave we bound about his neck’; 
and we will produce unto him on the day of refurrec- 
tion,a book whercin hisa€tions fhall be recorded; it 
fhall be offered him open, and the angels fhall fay unto 
him, Read thy book ; thine own foul will bea fufficient 
accomptant againft thee this day’. He who fhallk 
be rightly direéted, fhall be direéted to the advantage 
only of hisown foul; and he who fhall err, fhall err 
only againft the fame: neither fhall any laden foul 
be charged with the burthen of another. We did not 
punifh any people, until we had firft fent an apoftle to 
warn them. And when we refolved todeftroy a city, 
we commanded the inhabitants thereof, who lived in 
affluence, to obey our apoftle; but they aéted cor- 
ruptly therein: wherefore the fentence was juftly pro- 
nounced againft that city ; and we deficoyed it withan 
utter deftruction. And how many generations have we 
confumed fince Noan? for thy Lorp fufficiently 
knowcth and feeth the fins of his fervants. Whofo- 
ever choofeth this tranfitory life, we will beftow on 
him therein before-hand that which we pleafe; on 
him, namely, whom we pleafe: afterwards will we 
appoint him hell for his abode; he fhall be thrown 
into the fame to be fcorched, covered withignominy, 


O Gon, I am but a man; therefore 
turn mv curfe into a bleffing (1). 

® The fate.] Literally, the bird, 
which is here ufed to fignify a man’s 
fortune or fuccefs: the Arabs, as well 
as the Greeks and Romans, taking 
omens from the flight of birds, which 
they fuppofed to portend good luck, 
4t they tlew trou the left to the right; 


but if from the right to the Jeft, the 
contrary. The like judgment they allo 
made when certain beafts pafled betore 
them. 

® Have we bound about his neck. ] 
Like acollar, which he cannot by any 
means get off. See the Prelim. bit 
eG. IV. p. 137. 

P Seeibid. p. 117. 


(+) Jarnaro’ppin. 


and 
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and utterly reyeCted from mercy. But whofoever 
choofeth the life to come, and direéteth his endea- 
vour towards the fame, being alfo a true believer ; 
the endeavour of thefe fhall be acceptable untoGOD. 
On all will we beftow the bleffings of this life, both 
on thefe and on thofe, of the gift of thy Lorn; for 
the gift of thy Lorn fhall not be denied unto any. 
Behold, how we have caufed fome of them to furpafs 
others in wealth and dignity: but the next life fhall 
be more confiderable in degrees of honour, and great- 
er inexcellence. Set not upanother god with the true 
Gop, left thou fit down in difgrace, and deftitute. 
Thy Lorp hath commanded that ye worfhip none 
befides him; and that ye fhew kindnefs unto your 
parents, whether the one of them, or both of them, at- 
tain to old age with thee*. Wherefore fay not unto 
them, Fy on you! neither reproach them, but {peak 
refpeétfully unto them; and fubmit to behave hum- 
bly ‘towards them, out of tender affeétion, and fay, 
O Lorp, have mercy on them both, as they nurfed 
me when I was little. Your Lorp well knoweth that 
which is in your fouls; whether ye be men of inte- 
grity: and he will be gracious unto thofe who fin- 
cerely return unto him. And give unto him who is 
of kin to you his duc‘, and alfo unto the poor, and 
thetraveller. And wafte not thy fubftance profufely : 
for the profufe are brethren of the devils': and the 
devil was ungrateful unto his Lorn. But if thou 
turn from them, in expelation of the mercy which 


1 Withthee.] That is, receivingtheir 
{upport and maintenance from thee. 

* Submit tobehave humbly, &c.] 
Literally, Lower the wing of humi- 
lity, &e, 

* His due.] That is, friendthip 
and affcétion, and afliftance in ame of 
Need, 

© The profufe are the brethren of the 
devils ) Prodigality, and fquander- 


ing away one’s fubftance in folly or 
Juxury, being a very great fin. The 
Arabs were patticularly guilty of ex- 
travagance in killing camels, and dil- 
tributing them by lot, merely out of 
vanity and oftentation; which they 
are forbidden by this paflage, and 
commanded to beltow what they could 
{pare on their poor relations, and 
other indigent people (1). 


(3) Al Beipaws. 


G 


thou 
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thoti opeft from thy Lorn’; at leaft, fpeak kindly 
unto them. And let not thy hand be tied up to thy 
neck ; neither open it with an unbounded expanfion”, 
left thou become worthy of reprehenfion, and be re- 
duced to poverty. Verily thy Lorn will enlarge the 
ftore of whom he pleafeth; and will be {paring unto 
whom he pleafeth; for he knoweth and regardeth his 
fervants. Kill not your children for fear of being 
brought to want; we will provide for them and for 
you: verily the. killing them is a great fin*. Draw 
not near unto fornication; for it is wickednefs, and 
an evil way. Neither flay the foul which Gop hath 
forbidden you to flay, unlefs for a juft caufe’; and 
whofover fhall be flain unjuftly, we have given his 
heir power to demand fatisfaction’; but let him not 
exceed the bounds of moderation in putting to death 
the murderer in toocruel a manner, or by revenging 
his friend’s blood on any other than the perfon who 
killed him ; fince he is affifted by thislaw*. And med- 
dlenot with the fubftance of the orphan, unlefs it be 
toimprove it until he attain his age of ftrength’: and 
perform yourcovenant; for the performance of your 
covenant fhall be inquired into hereafter. And give 
full meafure, when you meafure aught; and weigh 
with a juft balance. This will be better, and more 
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* Ifthou turn from them in expec- 


tation, &c.}] That is, if thy prefent 
circumftances will not permit thee to 
aflift others, defer thy charity till 
Gop hhall grant thee better ability. 

~ Let not thy hand be tied up, nei- 
ther open it with an unbounded ex- 
pega i.e, Be neither niggardly 
nor protufe, but obferve the mean 
between the two extremes, wherein 
confifts trueliberality (1). 

® See chap. vi. and chap. Ixxxi. 

Y Unlefs for a juft caufe.] Th 
crimes for whicha man may juftly 
be put to death are thefe: apoftafy, 
adultery,.and murder (2) 


(1) AI Berpawt. 


2) Idem. 
(5) Al Berpawiz, Y 


(3) See chap. ii. p. 32. 


2 We have given his heir power to 
demand fatisfaétion.] It being at the 
option of the heir, ornext of kin, 
either to take the lifeof the murderer, 
or to accept of a fine in lieu of it (3): 

* Since he is aflifted, &c.] Some 
refer the pronoun, Ae, to the perfun 
flain, for the avenging whofe death 
this law was made; fome to the heir, 
who hasa right granted him to de- 
mand fatisfabbion for his friend’s blood 
(4); and others, to him who thal] be 

ain by the heir, if he carry his veu- 
geance too far (5). 
» See chap. iv. p. 93. 


(4) Yauva 


eafy 
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eafy for determining every man’s due*. And follow 
not that whereof thou haft no knowledge‘; for the 
hearing, and the fight, and the heart, every of thefe 
fhall be examined at the laftday. Walk not proudly 
in the land, for thou canft not cleave the earth, nei- 
ther fhalt thou equal the mountains in ftature. All 
this is evil, and abominable in the fight of thy Lorp. 
Thefe precepts are a part of the wifdom which thy 
Lorp hath revealed unto thee. Set not upany other 
god as equal unto Gop, left thou be caft into hell, 
reproved and reje€&ted, Hath your Lorn preferably 
granted unto you fons, and taken for himfelf daugh- 
ters from among the.angels‘? Verily, in afferting this, 
ye utter a grievous faying. And now have we ufed 
various arguments and repetitions inthis K oran, that 
they. may be warned; yet it only rendereth them 
more difpofed to fly from the truth. Say unto the ido- 
laters, If there were other gods with him, as ye fay, 
they would furely feek an occafion of making fome at- 
tempt againit the poffeffor of the throne’; Gap for- 
bid! and far, very far, be that from him which they 
utter! The feven heavens praife him, and the earth, 
and all who are therein: neither is there any thing 
which doth not celebrate his praife; but ye under- 
{tand not their celebration thereof: heis gracious and 
merciful. When thou readeft the Koran, we place 
between thee and thofe who believe not in the life to 
come, a dark veil; and we put coverings over their 
hearts, left they fhould underftand it, and in their 
cars thicknefs of hearing. And when thou makelt 


© More eafy for determining, &c.] — witnefs, or the fpreading or giving 
Or more advantageous in theend (1). credit to idle reports of others (2). 

¢ Follow not that whereof thou haft ® Sce chap. 16. p. 82, 83. 
no knowledge.] i.e. Vain and un- f They would make fome attempe 
certain opinions, which thou haft not — againft the poffelfor of the throne. | 
good reafon to believe true, or at i.e. They would in all robability 
leat probable. Some interpret the contend with Gon for fuperjority, 
words, Accufe not another of acrime and endeavour to dethrone him, ia 
whereof thou haft no knowledge; the fame manner as princes att with 
fuppofing they forbid the bearing fale one another on garth. 


3) Al Berpawi, Al Zamann. (3) Idem, 
G3 mention, 
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mention, in repeating the Koran, of thy Lorp 
only *, they turn their backs, flying the doétrine of his 
unity. We well know with what defign they hearken, 
when they hearken unto thee, and when they pri- 
vately difcourfe together: when the ungodly fay, 
Ye follow no other than a madman. Behold! what 
epithetsthey beftowon thee. But they are deceived : 
neither can they find any juft occafion to reproach 
thee. They alfo fay, After we fhall have become bones 
and duft, fhall we furely beraifedanewcreature? An- 
fwer, Be ye ftones, or iron, or fome creature more 
improbable in your opinions to be raifed to life. But 
they will fay, Who fhall reftore us to life? Anfwer, 
He who created you the firft time : and they will wag 
their heads at thee, faying, When fhall this be? Anfwer, 
Peradventure it is nigh. On that day fhall Gop call 
you forth from your fepulchres, and ye fhall obey, with 
celebration of his praife*; and ye fhall think that ye 
tarried‘ but a little while. Speak unto my fervants, 
that they fpeak mildly unto the unbelievers, Ieft ye 
exafperate them; for Satan fowcth difcord among 
them, and Satan is a declared enemy unto man. 
Your Lorp well knoweth you: if he pleafeth, he 
will have mercy on you; or, if he pleafeth, he will 
punifh you*: and we have not fent thee to bea ftew- 
ard over them. Thy Lorp well knoweth all perfons 
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in heaven and on earth’. 


© Of thy Loan only.] Not al- 
lowing their gods to be his affaciates, 
ad praying their interceffion with 

im. 

» Ye fhall obey with celebration 
of his praife.] The dead, fays al Bei- 
dawi, at his call, thall immediately 
rife, and fhaking the duft off their 
heads, fhall fay, Praife be unto thee, 
Oo eae ; 

That ye tarried.] viz. In your 
graves, orn rolpret is 

*k Your Loxp well knoweth you, 
é&c |] Thefe words are defigned as a 
pattern for the Moflems to follow, 
an dilcourling with the idolaters ; 


(3) Al Berpawy. 


We have beftowed pecu- 


by which they are taught to ufe foft 
and dubious expreflions, and not to 
tell them direétly that they are doom- 
ed to hell-fire; which, befides the 
prefumption in offering to determine 
the fentence of others, would only 
make them more irreconcileable enc- 
mies (1). 

1 Thy Lorn well knoweth all pcre 
fons, &c.} And may ¢hoofe whoin 
he pleafes for his ambaflador. This 
is an aniwer to the objeftions of the 
Koreifh, that Mohammed was the 
orphan pupil of Abu Taleb, and fole 
lowed by a parcel of naked and hun- 
gry fellows (2). 


(3) Idem. ; 
jiar 
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liar favours on fome of the prophets, preferably to 
others ; and we gave unto Davip the pfalms™. Say, 
Call upon thofe whom ye imagine to be gods befides 
him; yet they will not be able to free you from 
harm, or to turn it on others. Thofe whom ye in- 
voke", do themfelves defire to be admitted to a near 
conjunétion withtheir Lorn; ftriving which of them 
fhall approach neareft unto him: they alfo hope for 
his mercy, and dread his punifhment; for the pu- 
nifhment of thy Lorp is terrible. There is no city, 
but we will deftroy the fame before the day of refur- 
retion, or we will punifh it with a grievous punifh- 
ment. This is written in the book of our eternal 
decrees. Nothing hindered us from fending thee 
with miracles, except that the former nations have 
charged them with impofture. We gave unto the 
tribe of THamup, at their demand, the fhe-camel 
vifible to their fight; yet they dealt unjuftly with 
her°: and we fent not a prophet with miracles, 
but to ftrike terror. Remember when we faid 
unto thee, Verily thy Lorp encompaffeth men 
by his knowledge and power. We have appointed 
the vifion which we fhewed thce’, and alfo the 

tree 


™ The pfalms.] Which were a 
greater honour to him than his king- 
dom: and wherein Mohamined and 
his people are foretold by thele words, 
among others(1); The righteous fhall 
inherit the earth (2). 

" Thole whom ye invoke.}] Viz. 
the angels and prophets, who are 
the fervants of Gop as well as your- 
{clves, 

° See chap. 7. 

P The vilion which we fhewed 
thee, &c.] Mohammed's journey to 
heaven is generally agreed tu be in- 
tended inf this place, which occa- 
floned great heats and debates a 
tong his followers, till they were 


G 4 


(3) V. Marrac. in Ale. p. 28, &c. 


2) Pfal. xxxvii. 28. Al Berpawt. 


quieted by Ahu Becr's bearing tcfti- 
mony to the truth of it (3) The 
word vifion, here ufed, is urged by 
thofe wh: take this journey to have 
been no more than a dream, as a 
plain cor firmation of their opinion, 
Some, however, fuppofe the vifon 
meant in this paflage was not the 
night journey, in the dream Mo- 
hainmed faw at al Hodeibiya, where- 
in he feemed to make his entrance 
into Mecca (4); or that at Bedr :5); 
or elle a vifion he had relating to the 
family of Ommeya, whom he faw 
mount his pulpit, and jump about 
in it like monkeys; upon which he 
faid, This is ther portion 


Prin. Lift of Mah. p 1232. 
(3) V. Asucr, vit Moh. p. 39 8 


otibid. Prinkaux, Lite of Mah. p. 50. and Preliin. Dil. fect. IT p. 61 


¢) See Kor. chap. 48. 


(5) See chap. 8. 
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tree* curfed in the Koran, only for an occafion of 
difpute unto men, and to ftrike them with terror; but 
it fhall caufe them to tranfgrefs only the more enor- 
moufly. Andremember when we faid unto the angels, 
Worfhip Apam, and they all worfhipped him, ex- 
cept Ears, who faid, Shall I worfhip him whom 
thou haft created of clay? And he faid, Whatthinkeft 
thou, as to this man whom thou haft honoured above 
me? Verily, if thou grant me refpite until the day of 
refurre@ion, I will extirpate his offspring,excepta few. 
GOD anfwered, Be gone; I grant thee refpite: but 
whofoever of them fhall follow thee, hell fhall furely 
be your reward ; an ample reward for your demerits‘! 
And entice to vanity fuch of them as thou canft, by thy 
voice; andaffault them on all fides, with thy horfemen 
and thy footmen’; and partake with them in theirriches, 
and their childrent; and make them promifes; (but 
the devil fhall make them no other than deceitful pro- 
mifes;)asto myfervants, thou fhalt have no power over 
them; for thy Lorn is a fufficient prote€tor of thofe 
whotruft in him. It is your Lorp who driveth for- 
ward the fhips for you in the fea, that ye may feek 
to enrich yourfelves of his abundance by commerce ; 
for he is merciful towards you. When a misfortune 
befalleth you at fea, the falfe deities whom ye invoke 
are forgotten by you, excepthimalone: yet when he 
bringeth you fafe to dry land, ye retire afar off from 
him, and return to your idols; for man is ungrateful *. 
Are ye therefore fecure that he will not caufe the dry 
land to {wallow you up, or that he will not fend 
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world, which they have gained by 
their profeffion of Iflam. (1) But if any 
of thefe latter expofitions be true, 
the verfe muft haye been revealed at 
Medina. 

9 The curfed tree.] Called al 
Zakkiém, which {prings from the bot- 
tom of hell (2). 

F See chap 2. p 7, 8, and chap. 7. 

§ With thy horfemen and with thy 
foptmen.} i.e. With all thy forces. 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


(2) See chap. 37. 


t And partake with them in their 
riches and their children.] Inftigating 
them to get wealth by unlawful 
means, and to fpend it in fupporting 
vice and fuperitition; and tempting 
them to inceftuous mixtures, and to 
give their children names in honour 
of their idols, as Abd Yaghuth, Abd’ 
al Uzza, &c. (3). 

¥ See chap. 10. p. 3, 4. 


(3) Al Beypawr. 


againft 
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againft you a whirlwind, driving the fands to over- 
whelm you? Then fhall ye find none to proteé you. 
Or are ye fecure that he will not caufe you again to 
commit yourfelves to the fea another time, and fend 
againft you a tempeftuous wind, and drown you ; for 
that ye have been ungrateful? Then fhall ye find none 
to defend you againft us in that diftrefs. And now 
have we honoured the children of Apam by fundry pe- 
culiar privileges and endowments ; and we have given 
them conveniencies of carriage by land and by fea, 
and have provided food for them of good things; 
and we have preferred them before many of our crea- 
tures which we have created, by granting them great 
prerogatives. On a certain day we will call all men 
to judgment with their refpeftive leader”: and who- 
foever fhall have his book given him into his right- 
hand, they fhall read their book with joy and fatif- 
fa€tion”: and they fhall not be wrongeda hair’. And 
whoever hath been blind in this life, fhall be alfo 
blind in the next, and fhall wander more widely from 
the path of falvation. It wanted little but the ee he 
ers had tempted thee to fwerve from the inftru€tions 
which we had revealed unto thee, that thou fhouldeft 
deyife concerning us a different thing*; and then 

would 


~ Their refpeétive leader.] Some 
interpret this of the prophets fent to 
every people; others, of the heads of 
fets; others, of the various religions 
profeffed in the world; others, of 
the books which fhall be given to 
every man at the refurre€tion, con- 
taining a regifter of their good and 
had aétions (1). 

*See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV. 
p. 117, 

Y Seechap. 4. p. 104. note ¥. 

® It wanted little but the unbeliev- 
ers had feduced thee, &c.j] Thete 
are generally fuppofed to have been 
the tribe of Thakif, the inhabitants 
of al Tayef, who infifted on Mo- 
hammed’s granting them  feveral 


(1) Al Barpawt. 


(2) See Prelim. Difc. p 23. 


very extraordinary privileges, as the 
terms of their fubmiffion to him; 
for they demanded that they might 
be free from the legal contribution 
of alms, and fiom obferving the ap- 
pointed times of prayer; that they 
might be allowed to keep their ido] 
Allat tor a certain time (2), and that 
their territory might be declared a 
place of fecurity, and not be vio- 
lated, like that of Mecca, &c. And 
they added, that if the other Arabs 
afked him the realon of thefe con- 
ccflions, he fhould fay, that Gop 
had commanded him fo to do (@). 
According to which explication it 
is plain this verfe muft have been re~ 
vealed long after the Hejra. 

Sore, 


{3) Al Barpawi, 


[ALLALO'’DDIN. V. Apuce. vit. Muham. p. 126, &c, 
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would they have taken thee for their friend: and un- 
lefs we had confirmed thee, thou hadft certainly been 
very néar inclining unto them a little. Then would 
we furely have caufed thee to tafte the punifhment of 
life, and the punifhment of death* ; and thou fhouldeit 
not have found any to protcé thee againit us. The 
unbelievers had likewife almoft caufed thee td de- 
part the land, that they might have expelled thce 
thence”: but then fhould they not have tarried therein 
after thee, except a little while’. This is the me- 
thod of dealing-which we have prefcribed ourfelves 
in refpeét to our apoftles, whom we have already fent 
before thee: and thou fhalt not find any change in 
our prefcribed method. Regularly perform thy pray- 
er at the declenfion of the fun‘, at the firft darknefs 


Cuap. 17, 


Some, however, will have the paf- 
fage to have been revealed at Mecca, 
on occafion of the Korcifh; who 
told Mohammed they would not 
fuffer him to kifs the black ftone in 
the wall of the Caaba, unlefs he alfo 
vifited their idols, and touched them 
with his hand, to fhew his refpeét. 

® The punifhment of life, and the 
punifhment of death.] i.e. Both of 
this life and the next. Some inter- 
pret the firit of the punifhment in the 
next world, and the latter of the tor- 
ture of the fepulchre (1). 

b The unbelievers had likewife 
almoft caufed thee to depart the land, 
éec. The commentators differ as 
to the place where this paflage was 
deliverel, and the occafion of it. 
Some think it was revealed at Mecca, 
and that it refersto the violent en- 


mity which the Koreifh bore Mo- , 


hammed, and their reftlefs endca- 
vours to make him leave Mecca (2) ; 
as he was at length obliged to do. 
But as the perfons here {poken of 
feem not to have prevailed: in their 
projet, others fuppofe that the verfe 
was reveaicd at Medina, on the fol- 
Jowing occafion.. The Jews, en- 


vious of Mohammed’s good recep- 
tion and ftay there, told him, by way 
of counfel, that Syria was the land 
of the prophets, and that if he was 
really a prophet, he ought to go thi- 
ther. Mohammed ferioufly refleét- 
ing on what they had faid, began to 
think they had advifed him well; and 
actually te out, and proceeded a day’s 
journey in his way to Syria; where- 
upon Gop acquainted him with their 
delign by the revelation of this verle, 
and he returned to Medina (3). 

€ Then fhould they not have tar. 
ried therein after thee, except a little 
while.] This was fulfilled, accord- 
ing to the former of the above-mene 
tioned explications, by the lofs of 
the Koreith at Bedr; and according 
to the latter, by the great flaughter 
of the Jews of Koreidha and al Na~ 
dir (4). 

¢ At the declenfion of the fun.] 
i. c. At the time of noon prayer, 
when the fun declines from the mce 
ridiani; or, as fome choofe to tran{+ 
late the words, at the fetting of the 
fun, which is the time of the firlt 
evening prayer. 


(:) Al Berpawz. (2) Idem. -(g) Idem, JALLALo’ppin, (4) Idem, 


of 
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of the night", and the prayer of day-break'; for the 
prayer of day-break is borne witnefs unto by the an- 
gels*. And watch fome part of the night inthe fame 
exercife, as a work of fupererogation for thee ; perad- 
venture thy Lorp will raifethee to an honourable 
ftation". And fay, O Lorp, caufe me to enter 
with afavourable entry ; and caufe me to come forth 
with a favourable coming forth’; and grant me 
from thee an affifting power. And fay, Truth is 
come, and falfehood is vanifhed: for falfehood is of 
fhort continuance“. We fend down of the Koran 
that which is a medicine and mercy unto the true be- 
lievers, but it fhall only increafe the perdition of 
the unjuft. When we beftow favours on man, here- 
tireth and withdraweth himfelf ungratefully from us; 
but when evil toucheth him, he defpaireth of our 
mercy. Say, Every one atteth after hisown manner'!: 
but your Lorp beft knoweth who is moft truly 


© At the firft darknefs of the night. ] 
The time of the lat evening prayer. 

f The prayer of day-brcak.]  Lite- 
rally, the reading of the day-break ; 
whence fome fuppofe the reading of 
the Koran at that time is here meant. 

& By the angels.] Viz. the guar- 
dian angels, who, according to fome, 
are relieved at that time; or elfe the 
angels appointed to make the change 
of night into-day, &c. (1). 

h An honourable ftation.] Accord- 
ing to a tradition of Abu Horeira, the 
honourable ftation here intended, is 
that of interceflor for others (2). 

4 Caufe me to enter with a favour- 
able entry, and caufe ine to come forth 
with a favourable coming forth. ] 
That is, Grant that 1 may enter m 
grave with peace, and come fort 
from it, at the refurreétion, with 
honour and fatisfaétion. In which 
fenfe this petition is the fame with that 
of Balaam, Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and Ict my lafl ead be 
like his (3). 


(1) Al Beipaws. (2) Idem. 
Dil. e&. I. p. 66, 67. 


V. Gacwien, Vie de Mahomet, tom. 2. p. 127. 


(3) Numb. xxiii. 10. 
(5) Al Beipawi, Jactaro’porn. 


er 

But as the perfon here {poken to is 
generally {uppofed to be Mohammed, 
the commentators fay he was com- 
manded to pray in thefe wards for a 
fafe departure from Mecca, and a good 
reception at Medina; or for a fure re- 
fuge in the cave, where he hid himfelf 
when he fled from Mecca (4); or 
(which is the more common opinion) 
for a viétorious entrance into Mecca, 
and a fafe return thence (5). 

k Say,- Truth is come, and falfe- 
hood is vanifhed, &c.] Thefe words 
Mohammed repeated when he enter- 
ed the temple of Mecca, after the 
taking of that city, and cleanfed it of 
the idols; a great number of which 
are faid to have fallen down on his 
touching them with the end of the ftick 
he held in his hand (6). 

1 Every one atteth after his own 
manner.] i. e. According to his 
judgment or opinion, be it true or 
falle ; or according to the bent of his 
mind, and the natural conititution of 
his body (7). 


(4) See the Prelim. 
(6) Idem. 
(7) Al Berpawt. 


\ 


directed 
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dire€ted in his way. They will afk thee concerning 
the fpirit"; anfwer; The fpirit; was created at -the 
command of my Lorn": but ye have no knowledge 
given unto you, except a little’. If we pleafed, we 
fhould certainly take away that which we have re- 
vealed unto thee’: in fuch cafe thou couldeft not find 
any to affift thee therein againft us, unlefs through 
mercy from thy Lorn; for his favour towards thee 
hath been great. Say, Verily, if men and genii 
were purpolely affembled, that they might produce 
a book like this, Koran, they could not produce 
one like unto it, although the one of them affifted 
the other. And we have varioufly propounded unto 
men in this Koran, every kind of figurative argu- 
ment; but the greater part of men refufe to receive 
it, merely out of infidelity. And they fay, We will 
by no means believe on thee, until thou caufea {pring 
of water to gufh forth for us out of the earth‘; or 
thou have a garden of palm-trees and vines, and thou 
caufe rivers to fpring forth from the midft thereof in 


™ Conceming the {pirit.] Or the 
foul of man. Some interpret it of the 


angel Gabriel, or of the divine reve-_ 


Jation (1). 

® The fpirit was created at the com- 
mand of my Lorp.]- Viz. By the 
word Kun, i. e. Be; confifting of 
an immaterial fubftance, and not gene- 
rated, like the body. But, accord- 
ing to a different opinion, this paflage 
Should be tranflated, The fpirit is of 
thofe things, the knowledge of which 
thy Lorn hath referved to himfelf. 
For it faid that the Jews bid the Ko- 
yeifh afk Mohammed to relate the 
hiftory of thofe who flept in the cave 
(2), and of Dhu’lkarein (3), and to 
give them an account of the foul of 
man; adding, that if he pretended 
to an{wer ali the three queitions, or 
could anfwer none ofthem, they might 
be fure he was no prophet; but if he 
gave an anfwer to one or two of the 
queftions, and was filent as to the 


' (3) Al Bezpawsz. 


Bripawt. (5) Idem. 


(2) See the next chapter, 


other, he was really a prophet, Ace 
cordingly, when thcy propounded the 
queftions to him, he told them the 
two hiftories, but acknowledged his 
ignorance as to the origin of the hu- 
man foul (4). 

° Ye have no knowledge given 
unto you, eee All your 
knowledge being acquired from the 
information of your fenfes, which 
muft neceflarily fail you in {piritual 
{peculations, without the affiftance of 
divine revelation (5). 

P We would certainly take away 
that which we have revealed.] Viz. 
the Koran; by razing it both from 
the written copies, and the memories 
of men. 

9 Until thou caufe a fpring of water 
to gubh forth, &c.] Thisand the fol- 
lowing miracles were demanded of 
Mohammed by the Koreifh, as proofs 
of his miifion. 


(3) See ibid, (4) Al 


‘ 


abundance ; 
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abundance; or thou caufe the heaven to fall down 
upon us, as thou haft given out, in pieces; or thou 
bring down Gop and the angéls to vouch for thee; 
or thou have a houfe of gold; or thou afcend by a 
ladder to heaven: neither will we believe thy afcend- 
ing thither alone’, until thou caufe a book to defcend 
unto us, bearing witnefs of thee, which we may read. 
Anfwer, My Lorp be praifed! Am I other than a 
man, fent as an apoftle? And nothing hindereth men 
from believing, when a dire€étion is come unto them, 
except that they fay, Hath Gop fent a man for his 
apoftle? Anfwer, If the angels had walked on earth 
as familiar inhabitants thereof,we had furely fentdown 
unto them from heaven an angel for our apoftle. 
Say, Gon isa fufficient witnefs between me and you: 
for he knoweth and regardeth his fervants. Whom 
Gop fhall dire&t, he fhall be rightly direéted; and 
whom he fhall caufe to err, thou fhalt find none 
to affift, befides him. And we will gather them to- 
gether on the day of refurrection, creeping on their 
faces, blind, and dumb, and deaf*: ‘their abode 
fhall be hell; fo often as the fire thereof {hall be ex- 
tinguifhed, we will rejgindle a burning flame to tor- 
ment them'. This fhall be their reward, becaufe 
they difbelieve in our figns, and fay, When we fhall 
have been reduced to bones and duft, fhall we furely 
be raifed new creatures? Do they not perceive that 
Gop, who created the heavens and the earth, is able 
to create other bodies like their prefent? And he hath 
appointed them a limited term", there is no doubt 
thereof: but the ungodly rejeét the truth, merely out 
of unbelief. Say, If ye pofleffed the treafures of the 


* Thy afcending thither alonc.] 
As thou pretendeft to have donc in 
thy night-journey; but of which no 
man was witnels. 

*See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV. 
Pp 112. 

© So often as the fire fhall he ex- 
tunguifhed, we will rekindle it to tor- 


(1) Al Bripawi. 


ment them.] i. e. When the fire 
fhall go out or abate fur want of fuel, 
after the confumption of the fking 
and flefh of the damned, we will add 
frefh vigour to the flames by giving 
them new bodies (1). 

« A limited term.] Of life, or 
relurre@tion, =, 


See chap. 4 p. 105. 
merev 
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mercy of my Lorp, ye would furely refrain from 
ufing them, for fear of fpending them”; for man is 
covetous. We ‘heretofore gave unto Moses the 
power of working nine evident figns*. And do thou 
afk the children of Israezt as tothe ftory of Moszs’; 
when he came unto them, and Puaraon faid unto 
him, Verily I efteem thee, O Mosss, to be deluded 
by forcery. Mosers anfwered, Thou well knowett 
that none hath fent down thefe evident figns, except 
the Lorp of heaven and earth; and I furely efteem 
thee, O Puaraon, a loft man. . Wherefore Pua- 
RAOH fought to drive them out of the land; but we 
drowncd him, and all thofe who were with him. And 
we faid unto the children of Isract, after his deftruc- 
tion, Dwell ye in the land: and when the promife of 
the next life fhall come to be fulfilled, we will bring 
you both promifcuoufly to judgment. We have fent 
down the Koran with truth, and it hath defcended 
with truth: and we have not fent thee otherwife than 
to be a bearer of good tidings, and a denouncer of 
threats. And we have divided the Koran, revealing 
it by parcels, that thou mighteft read it unto men 
with deliberation; and we haye fent it down, caufing 


~ For fear of {pending them. ] 
That is, left they fhould be ex- 
hanfted. 

x Nine figns.}] Thefe were, the 
changing his rod into a ferpent, the 
making his hand white and fhining, 
the producing locufts, lice, frogs, and 
blood, the dividing of the Red-Sea, 
the bringing water out of the rock, 
and the fhaking of mount Sinai over 
the children of Ifrael. In licu of the 
three latt, fome reckon the inundation 
of the Nile, the blafting of the corn, 
and {carcity of the fruits of the earth 
(1). Thefe words, however, are in- 
terpreted by others, not of nine mira- 
cles, but of nine ig Lease ig 
which Mofes e his le, an 
were thus samibered up by Mohammed 
huntelf to a Jew, who afked him the 


(1) Idem, JALLALO’DDIN. 


queftion, viz. That they fhould not 
be guilty of idolatry, nor fteal, nor 
commit adultery or murder, nor 
praftife forcery or ufury, nor accufe 
an innocent man to take away his 
life, or a modeft woman of whore- 
dom, nor defert the army; to which 
he added the obferving of the fab- 
bath, as a tenth commandment, but 
which peculiarly regarded the Jews : 
upon which anfwer, it is faid, the 
jcw killed the prophet’s hands and 


cet (2). 

Y Do thou afk the children of If- 
racl, &c.] Some think thefe words 
are direéted to Mofes, who is hereby 
commanded to demand the children 
of Ifrael of Pharaoh, that he might 
let them go with him. 


(2) Al Berpawr. 
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it to defcendas occafion required’. Say, Whether ye 
believe therein, or do not believe, verily thofe who 
have been favoured with the knowledge of the {crip- 
tures which were revealed before it, when the fame is 
rehearfed unto them, fall down on their faces*, wor- 
fhipping, and fay, Our Lorp be praifed, for that the 
promife of our Lorpis furely fulfilled! And they fall 
down on their faces, weeping; and the hearing thereof 
increafeth their humility. Say, Call upon Gop, or 
call on the Merciful: by which foever of the two 
names ye invoke him, it is equal; for he hath moft 
excellent names’. Pronounce not thy prayer aloud, 
neither pronounce it with too low a voice‘, but fol- 
low a middle way between thefe: and fay, Praife be 
unto Gop, who hath not begotten any child; who 
hath no partner in the kingdom, nor hath any to pro- 
te& him from contempt: and magnify him by pro- 
claiming his greatnefs. 


® See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. III. which occafioned this paffage. See 


p. 85. chap. 7. 
* On their faces.J Literally, on © Pronounce not thy prayer aloud, 
their chins. nor with too low avoice, &c.] Nei- 


b Call on Gop, or the Merciful, ther fo loud that the infidels may 
&c.] The infidels hearing Moham- overhear thee, and thence take occa 
med fay, O Gop, and O Merciful, fion to blafpheme and fcoff; nor fo 
imagined the Merciful was the name — foftly as not to be heard by the aflitt- 
of a deity different from Gon, and ants. Sonne fuppofe that by the word 
that he preached the worfhip of two; — prayer, in this placc, is meant the 

reading of the Koran. 


CHAP. XVII. 
Intitled, The Cave’; revealed at Mecca‘. 
In the name of the molt merciful Gop. 


RAISE be unto Gop, who hath fent down 
unto his fervant the book of the Koran, and 
hath not inferted therein any crookednefs, but 


4 The chapter is thus infcribed © Some except one veife, which be- 
becaufe it makes mention of the cave gins thus, Behave thyfelf with con- 
wherein the feven fleepers concealed — itancy’, &c. 
themilels es. 


hath 
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hath made it a ftrait rule: that he fhould threaten a 
grievous punifhment unto the unbelievers, from his 
prefence; and fhould bear good tidings unto the 
faithful, who work righteoufnefs, that they fhall re- 
ceive an excellent reward, namely, paradife, wherein 
they fhall remain for ever: and that he fhould warn 
thofe who fay, Gop hath begotten iffue; of which 
matter they have no knowledge, neither had their 
fathers. A grievous faying it is, which proceedeth 
from their mouths: they fpeak no other than a lie. 
Peradventure thou wilt kill thyfelf with grief after 
them, out of thy earneft zeal for their converfion, if 
they believe not in this new revelation of the Koran. 
Verily we have ordained whatfover is on the earth 
for the ornament thereof, that we might make trial 
of men, and fee which of them excelleth in works: 
and we will furely reduce whatever is thereon to dry 
duft. Doft thou confider that the companions of 
the cave‘, and At Raxim‘*, were one of our figns, 


* The companions of the cave. ] 
Thefe were certain Chriftian youths, 
of a good family in Ephefus, who, 
to avoid the perfecution of the em- 
peror Decius, by the Arab writers 
called Decianus, hid themfelves in a 
cave, where they flept for a great 
number of years 1) 

This apocryphal zane Gs Ba- 
ronius (2) treats it as no better; and 
Father Marracci (3) acknowledges it 
to be partly falfe, or at leaft doubt- 
ful, though he calls Hottinger a 
monfter of impiety, and the off-fcum 
of heretics, for terming it a fable (4), 
was borrowed b Mchanimed from 
the Chriftian traditions (5), but has 
been embellifhed by him and his fol- 
Jowers with feveral additional circum- 
ftances (6). 

© Al Rakim.] What is meant by 
this word the commentators cannot 
agree. Some will have it to be the 


(1) Al Berpawr, JALLALO’pprIn, &c. 
(3) In Alcor. p. 425. & in Prodr. part 4. p. 103. (4) 
(5) V. Grec. Turon. & Simeon. METAPHRAST. 


Hiit. Orient. p. 40. 


(6) V. D’Herse or, Bibl, Orient. p. 189. 


twad. Nouman Ebn Bafhir. 


name of the mountain, or the valley, 
wherein the cave was; fome fay it was 
the name of their dog; and others 
who feem to come neareft the true 
ignification) that it was a brafs plate, 
or ftone table, placed near the moutlr 
of the cave, on which the names of 
the young men were written. 

There are fome, however, who 
take the companions of al Rakim to 
be different from the feven fleepers : 
for they fay the former were three 
men, who were driven by ill weather 
into a cave for fhelter, and were fhut 


"in there by the falling down of a vait 


ftone, which ftopped up the cave’s 
mouth; but on their begging Gonv’s 
mercy, and their relating each of 
them a meritorious aétion which 
they hoped might entitle them to it, 
were miraculoufly delivered by the 
rock’s rending in funder to give them 


paflage (7). 


(2) In Martyrol. ad 27 Julii. 


HoTrTine. 


(7) Al Berpawsi, ex 


and 
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and a great miracle? When the young men took 
refuge in the cave, they faid, O Lorn, grant us 
mercy from before thee, and difpofe our bufinefs for 
us to aright iffue. Wherefore we ftruck their ears 
with deafnefs, fo that they flept without difturbance 
in the cave for a great number of years: then we 
awaked them, that we might know which of the 
two parties" was more exaét in computing the fpace 
which they had remained there. We will relate unto 
thee their hiftory withtruth. Verily they were young 
men who had believed in their Lorn; and we had 
abundantly dire&ted them: and we fortified their 
hearts with conftancy when they ftood before the ty- 
rant: and they faid, Our Lorpisthe Lorp of heaven 
and earth: we will by no means call on any god be- 
fides him; for then fhould we furely utter an extra- 
vagance. Thefe our fellow people have taken other 
gods, befides him; although they bring no demon- 
{trative argument for them: and who is more unjuft 
than he who devifeth alie concerning Gon? Andthey 
faid the one to the other, When ye fhall feparate your- 
felves from them, and from the deities which they wor- 
fhip,except Gop’, fly into thecave: your Lorp will 
pour his mercy on you abundantly, and will difpofe 
your bufinefs for you to advantage. And thou mighteft 
have feen the fun, when it had rifen, to decline from 
their cave towards the right-hand; and when it went 
down, to leave them on the left-hand": and they 
were in the fpacious part of the cave’. This was one 
of the figns of Gop. Whomfoever Gop fhall dire, 
he fhall be rightly dire€ted; and whomfoever he fhall 


h The two parties.] Viz. Of the 
fleepers themfelves, or others, who 
were divided in opinion as to the 
length of their ftay in the cave. 

1 Except Gop.] For they, like 
other idolaters, worlhipped the true 
Gop and idols alfo (1). ; 

k The fun declined from their cave, 


(1) Idem, 


VOL. Il. 


. (2) Idem, | 


&c.] Left it fhoyld be offenfive to 
them, the cave opening towards the 
fouth (3). : 

1 In the fpacious part of the cave. ] 
i.e. In the midft of it, where they 
were incommoded neither by the heat 
of the fun, northe clofenefs of the cave 


{3). 
(3) Idem. 


3 
eee ETS caufe 
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caufe to err, thou ‘fhalt not find any to defend or to 
dire&. And thou wouldft have judged them to have 
been awake”, while they were fleeping ; and we caufed 
them to turn themfelves to the right-hand, and to 
the left". ‘And their dog? ftretched forth his fore- 
legs in the mouth of the cave. If thou had{ft come 
fuddenly upon them, verily thou wouldeft have 
turned thy back and. fled from them, and thou 
wouldeft have been filled with fear at the fight of 
them’. And fo we awaked them from their fleep, 
that they might afk queftions of one another. One 
of them fpake, and faid, How long have ye tarried 
here? They anfwered, We have tarried a day, or part 
of aday. The othersfaid, Your Lorn beft knoweth 


Cuap. 18, 


® Thou wouldeft have judged them 
to have been awake.] Becaufe of their 
having their eyes open, or their fre- 
quentturning themfelves from one fide 
to the other (1). 

® And they turned themfelves, &c. 
Left their lying fo long on the groun 
Should confume their fleth (2). 

© Their dog-} This dog had fol- 
lowed them as capt paffed by him, 
when they fled to the cave, and they 
drove him away; whereupon Gop 
caufed him to {peak, and he faid, I 
love thofe who are dear unto Gon; 
go to fleep therefore, and I will guard 

ou. But fome fay it was a dog be- 
desping to a fhepherd who followed 
them, and that the dog followed the 
fhepherd ; which opinion is fupport- 
ed by reading, as fome do, Calebo- 
hom, their dog’s mafter, inftead of 
Calbohom, their dog (3). Jallalo’ddin 
adds, that the dog behaved as his 
matters did, in turning himfelf, in 
fleeping, and in waking. 

The Mohammedans have a great re- 
fpe€& for this dog, and allow him a 
place in paradife with fome other fa- 
vourite brutes: and they have a fort of 
proverb, which they ufe in {peaking of 


(1) Idem. 


(2) Idem, JALLALo’ppin. 


a covetous perfon, that he would not 
throw abonce to the dog of the feven 
fleepers: nay, it is faid that they have 
the fuperftition to write his name, 
which they fuppofe to be Katmir, 
(though fome, as is obferved above, 
think he was called al ay) on 
their letters which go far, or which 
pafs the fea, asa protection, or kind 
of talifman, to preferve them from 
mifcarriage (4). 

P Thou wouldeft have been filled 
with fear at the fight of them.] For 
that Gop had given them terrible 
countenances, or elfe becaufe of the 
largenefs of their bodies, or the hor- 
ror of the place. 

It is related that the Khalif Modwi- 
yah, in an expedition he made againft 

atolia, paffed by the cave of the fe- 
ven fleepers, and would needs fend 
fomebody into it, notwithftanding 
Ebn Abbas remonftrated to him the 
danger of it, faying, That a better 
man than him (meaning the prophet) 
had been forbidden to enter it, an 
repeated this verfe; but the men, the 
Khalif fent in, had no fooner entered 
the cave, than they were fruck dead 
by a buming wind (5). 


(9)Idem. (4) La Roovur, 


Voy. de l’Arabie heur.p. 74, V. D’Hursax. ubi. fup. (5) Al Brspaws. 


the 
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the time ye have tarried*: and now fend one of you 
with this your money into the city’, and let him fee 
which of its inhabitants hath the beft and cheapeft 
food, and let him bring you provifion from him; and 
let him behave circum{pe€étly, and not difcover you 
to any one. Verily, if they come up againft you, they 
will itone you, or force you to return to their reli- 
gion; and then fhall ye not profper forever. And fo 
we made their people acquainted with what had hap- 
pened to them; that they might know that the pro- 
mife of Gop is true, and that there is no doubt of 
the laft hour’; when they difputed among them- 
felves concerning their matter’. And they faid, 
Ereét a building over them: their Lorn beft know- 
eth their condition. Thofe who prevailed in their 
affair anfwered, We will furely build a chapel over 
them". Some fay, The fleepers were three; and their 
dog was the fourth”: and others fay, They were five; 
and their dog was the fixth*; guefling at a fecret 
matter: and others fay, They were feven; and their 


4 Your Lorp beft knoweth the as it follows in the next words; 
time ye have tarried.) As they en- fome advifing a dwelling-houfe to 
tered the cave in the morning, and be built there, and others a tem- 
waked about noon, they at firft ima- _ ple (2). 
gined they had flept half a day, or " Thofe who prevailed faid, We 
a day sad a half at moft; but when will build a chapel over them. ] 
they found their nails and their hair When the young man, who was fent 
grown very long, they ufed theie intothecity, went to pay for the pro- 
words (1). ; vifion he had bought, his money 

¥ Into the city.] Which fome was fo old, being the coin of Deci- 
commentators fuppofe was Tarfus. anus, that they imagined he had 

® That there is no doubt of the laft found atreafure, and carried him be- 
hour.] The long fleep of thefe young fore the prince, who was a Chriftian, 
men, and their waking after fo many and_ having heard his ftory, fent fome 
years, being a reprefentation of the with him to the cave, who faw and 
flate of thofe who dic, and are after- {poke to the others: after which they 
wards raifed to life. fell afleep again, and died; and the 

* Concerning their matter.] i.e. prince ordered them to be buried in 
Concerning the refurreétion; fome the fame place, and built a chapel over 
faying that the fouls only fhould be — them. 
railed ; others, that they fhould be ~ Some fay, They were three, 
raifed with the body: or, concem- &c.] This was the opinion of al Sey- 
ing the fleepers, after they were id,a Jacobite Chriftian of Najran. 
teally dead; one faying, that they x Others fay they were five, &c.] 
were dead ; and another, that they Which was the opinion of certain 
were only afleep: or elfe concerning Chriftians, and particularly of a Nef- 
the ere€ting a building over them, — torian pielate. 


ot 
1B e 2S 0" 2 . Idem. 
(1) A ee ee ( ) 
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dog was the eighth’. Say, My Lorp beft knoweth 
their number: none fhall know them, except a few. 
Wherefore difpute not concerning them, unlefs with 
a clear difputation, according to what hath been reveal- 
ed unto thee: and afk not any of the Chriftians concern- 
ing them. Say not of any matter, I will furely do this 
to-morrow; unlefs thouadd, if Gop pleafe*. And 
remember thy Lorn, when thou forgetteft*, and 
fay, My Lorn is able to dire&t'me with eafe, that 
J may draw near unto the truth of this matter rightly. 
And they remained in their cave three hundred years, 
and nine years over’. Say, Gop beft knoweth how 
long they continued there: unto him are the fecrets 
of heaven and earth known; do thou make him to 
fee and to hear®. The inhabitants thereof have no 
proteétor befides him ; neither doth he fuffer any one 
to havea fhare in the eftablifhment or knowledge of his 
decree. Read that which hath been revealed unto 


Y Others fay, They were feven, 


b Three hundred and nine years. ] 
&c.} And this is the true opinion 
1 


Jallalo’ddin fuppofes the whole {pace 
was three hundred folar years, and 
that the odd nine are added to reduce 
them to lunar years. 

Some think thefe words are intra- 
duced as fpoken by the Chriftians, 
who differed themfelves 


). 

* Say not of any thing, I will do 
this to-morrow; unlefs thou add, If 
Gop pleafe.] It is faid, that when 
the Koreifh, by the direétion of the 


Jews, put the three queftions above- 
mentioned to Mohammed, he bid 
them come to him the next day, and 
he would give them an anfwer; but 
added not, if it pleafe Gon; for 
which reafon he had the mortification 
to wait above ten days, before any 
revelation was vouchfafed him con- 
cerning thofe matters, fo that the 
Koreifh triumphed, and bitterly re- 
proached him as a liar: but at length 
Gabriel brought him dire€tions what 
he fhould fay; with this admonition, 
however, that he fhould not be fo 
confident for the future (2). 

* Remember thy Lorn, &c.]i. e. 
Give the glory to him, and afk par- 
don for thy omiffion, in cafe thou 


forget to fay, If it pleafe Gon. 


(1) Idem, JALLALO’DDIN. 
(4) Ubi fup. 


(2) Al Berpaws. 
(5) Al Berpawi, JaLaro’pprn. 


among 
about the time; one faying it was 
three hundred years, and another, 
three hundred and nine years (3). 
The interval between the reign of 
Decius, and that of Theodofius the 
younger, in whofe time the fleepers 
are faid to have awaked, wil] not 
allow them to have flept quite two 
hundred years; though Mohammed 
is fomewhat excufable, fince the num- 
ber affigned by Simeon Metaphraftes 
(4) is ‘ee hundred and feventy-two 
years. 

© Do thou make him to fee, and 
to hear.] This is an ironical expref- 
fion, intimating the folly and mad- 
nefs of man’s prefuming to inftrué 
Gop (5). 


(3) Idem. 


thee, 
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thee, of the book of thy Lorp, without prefuming to 
make any change therein‘: there is none who hath 
power to change his words ; and thou fhalt not find 
any to fly to, befides him, if thou attempt it. Be- 
have thyfelf with conftancy towards thofe who call 
upon their Lorp morning and evening, and who 
feek his favour; and let not thine eyes be turned 
away from them, feeking the pomp of this life‘; 
neither obey him whofe heart we have caufed to 
neglect the remembrance of us‘, and who followeth 
his lufts, and leaveth the truth behind him. And 
fay, The truth is from your Lorn; wherefore let 
him who will, believe, and let him who will, be 
incredulous. We have furely prepared for the unjuft 
hell-fire, the flame and fmoke whereof fhall furround 
them like a pavilion: and if they beg relief, they 
fhall be relieved with water like molten brafs, which 
fhall fcald their faces: O how miferable a potion, 
and how unhappy acouch! As to thofe who believe, 
and do good works, we will not fuffer the reward of 
him who fhall work righteoufnefs to perifh: for 
them are prepared gardens of eternal abode*, which 
fhall be watered by rivers; they fhall be adorned 
therein with bracelets of gold, and fhall be clothed 
in green garments of fine filk and brocades; repofing 
themfelves therein on thrones. O how happy areward, 
and how eafy a couch! And propound unto them as 


a parable two men"; on the one of whom we had 
beftowed 


@ Read that which hath been re- 
vealed unto thee, without making 
any change therein. ] As the unbeliev- 
ets would perfuade thee to do (1), 

© Let not thine cyes be turned a- 
way from them, ac] That is, De- 
{pife not the poor believers, becaufe 
of their meannefs; nor honour the 
Tich, becaufe of their wealth and 
grandeur, 

* Whofe heart we have caufed to 
negleé& the remembrance of us.] The 


erfon more particularly intended 
bers it is faid, was Ommeya Ebn 
Khalf, who defired Mohammed to 
difcard his indigent companions, 
out of refpeét to the Koreifh. Sere 
chap. 6. 

8 Gardens of etcrnal abode.] Li- 
terally of Eden. See chap. 9. 

» Two men.] Though thefe feem 
to be general charaéters only, de- 
figned to reprefent the different end 
of the wicked, and of the good ; 


H 3 ys 


118 AL KORAN. Cuap. 18. 


beftowed two vineyards, and had furrounded them 
with palm-trees, and had caufed corn to grow be- 
tween them. Each of the gardens brought forth its 
fruit every feafon, and failed not all: and we caufed 
a river to flow in the midft thereof: and he had 
great abundance. And he faid unto his companion, 
by way of debate, I am fuperior to thee in wealth, 
and have a more powerful family. And he went into 
his garden’, being guilty of injuftice againft his own 
foul, and faid,- I do not think that this garden will 
decay for ever; neither do I think that the laft hour 
will come: and although I fhould return unto my 
Lorp, verily I fhall find a better garden than this in 
exchange*. And his companion faid unto him, by 
way of debate, Doft thou not believe in him who 
created thee of the duft, and afterwards of feed; and 
then fafhioned thee into a perfe&t man? But as for 
me, Gop is my Lorp; and I will not affociate any 
other deity with my Lorp. And when thou entereft 
thy garden, wilt thou not fay, What Gop pleafeth 
fhall come to pafs; there is no power but in Gon 
alone? Although thou feeft me to ‘be inferior to 
thee in wealth and number of children, my Lorp 1s 
well able to beftow on me a better gift than thy 
garden, and to fhoot his arrows againft the fame from 
heaven, fo that it fhall become barren duit; or its 


yet it is Suppofed, by fome, that two 
particular perfons are here meant. 
One fays they were two Ifraclites, 
and brothers, who had a confiderable 
fum left them: by their father, which 
they divided between them; and 
that one of them, being an unbeliever, 
bought large fields and poffeffions 
with his portion; while the other, 
who was a true believer, difpofed of 
his to pious ufes; but that, in the end, 
the former was ruined, and the latter 
profpered. Another thinks they were 
two men of the tribe of Makhzim: 
the one named al Afwad Ebn Abd’al 


(3) Al Bernaws. 


(2) Jdem. 


Afhadd, an infidel; and the‘ other, 
Abu Salma Ebn Abd’allah, the huf- 
band of Omm Salma, (whom the 
prophet married after his death,) and 
a true believer (1). 

‘And he went into his garden. ] 
Carrying his companion with him, 
out of oflentation, and to mortif 
him with the view of his large pof- 
feffions (2). 

KY fhall find a better garden in 
exchange.] Vainly imagining that 
his profperity was not fo much the 
free gift of Gop,’ as due to his 
merit (3). 


(3) Idem. 


water 
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water may fink deep into the earth, that thou canft 
not draw thereof. And his poffeffions were encom- 
paffed with deftru€tion, as his companion had fore- 
warned him: wherefore he began to turn down the 
palms of his hands, out of forrow and regret for that 
which he had expended thereon; for the vines thereof 
were fallen down on their trails: and he faid, Would 
to Gop that I had not affociated any other deity with 
my Lorn! And he had no party to affift him be- 
fides Gop, neither was he able to defend himfelf 
againi{t his vengeance. In fuch cafe proteétion belong- 
eth of right unto Gop alone; he is the beft rewarder, 
and the beft giver of fuccefs. And propound to 
them a fimilitude of the prefent life. It is like water 
which we fend down from heaven; and the herb of 
the earth is mixed therewith; and after ithath been 
green and flourifhing, in the morning it becometh 
dry ftubble, which the winds {catter abroad: and 
Gop is able to doall things. Wealthand children are 
the ornament of this prefent life; but good works, 
which are permanent, are better in the fight of thy 
Lorp, with refpe& to the reward, and better with 
re{fpett to hope. On a certain day we will caufe the 
mountains to pafs away', and thou fhalt fee the 
earth appearing plain and even; and we will gather 
mankind together, and we will not leave enh one of 
them behind. And they fhall be fet before thy 
Lorp in diftin@ order, and he fhall fay unto them, 
Now are ye come unto us naked, as we created you 
the firlt time; but ye thought that we fhould not 
perform our promife unto you. And the book 
wherein every one’s aGtions are recorded fhall be put 
into his hand; and thou fhalt fee the wicked in great 
terror, becaufe of that which is written therein, and 
they fhall fay, Alas for us! what meaneth this book ? 
It omitteth neither a {mall a€tion nor a great one, but 


1 The mountains fhall pafs away.] hall fly in the air, and be reduced to 
For, being torn up by the roots, they —_ atoms (4). 
(1) Al Berpawsz. See the Prelim. Dif fe. IV. p. 208, 109. 
H 1 it 
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-it comprifeth the fame; and they fhall find that 
which they have wrought prefent before their eyes: 
and thy Lorp will not deal unjuftly with any one. 
Remember when we faid unto the angels, Worfhip 
ye Apvam: and they all worfhipped him, except 
E.s1is”, who was one of the genii®, and departed from 
the commandof his Lorn. Will yetherefore take him 
and his offspring for.your patrons befides me, not- 
withftanding they are yourenemies? Miferable fhall 
fuch a change be to the ungodly! I called not them 
to be prefent at the creation of the heavens and of 
the earth, nor at the creation of themfelves, neither 
did I take thofe feducers for my affiftants. Onacertain 
day, GOD fhall fay unto the idolaters, Call thofe 
whom ye imagined to be my companions to proteét 
you: and they fhall call them, but they fhall not an- 
{wer them ; and we will place a valley of deftru€tion 
between them°: and the wicked fhall fee hell-fire; 
and they fhall know that they fhall be thrown into 
the fame, and they fhall find no way to avoid it. 
And now have we varioufly propounded unto men, 
in this Koran, a parable of every kind; but man 
cavilleth at moft things therein. Yet nothing hin- 
dereth men from believing, now a dire€tion is come 
unto them, and from afking pardon of their Lorn, 
excepting that they wait until the punifhment of their 
predeceffors come to beinfliéted on them, or that the 
chaftifement of the next life come upon them pub- 
licly. We fend not our meffengers but to bear 
good tidings, and to denounce threats. Thofe wha 
believe not, difpute with vain arguments, that they 


™ See chap ii. p. 7. and chap. vii. 
® Who ai oa of the geali.| 
Hence fome imagine the genii are a 
{pecies of angcis. Others ee the 
evil to have heen originally a genius, 
which was the occafion of his rebel- 
lion, and call him the father of the 
genii, whom he begat after his fall 
(1}; 1t being aconftant opinion among 


the Mohammedans, that the angels are 
impeccable, and do not propagate 
their {pecies (2). 

° A valley of deftru€tion between 
them. ] i. e. Between the idolaters and 
their falfe gods. Some fuppofe the 
meaning is no more, than that Gop 
will fet them at variance and divifion, 


(1) JatuaLo’ppin, &c. (2) See the Prelim. Dilc. Set. IV. p. 94,.&c. 
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may thereby remder the truth of no effe&t: and they 
hold my figns, and the admonitions which have been 
made them, in derifion. And who is more unjuft 
than he who hath been acquainted with the figns of 
his Lorp, and retireth afar off from the fame, and 
forgetteth that which his hands have formerly com- 
mitted? Verily we have caft veils over their hearts, 
left they fhould underftand the Koran, and into 
their ears thicknefs of hearing: if thou invite them 
to the true dire€tion, yet will they not therefore be 
dire€ted for ever. Thy Lorp is gracious, endued 
with mercy; if he would have punifhed them for 
that which they have committed, he would doubtlefs 
have haftened their punifhment: but a threat hath 
been denounced againft them’, and they fhall find no 
refuge, befides him. And thofe former cities? did 
we deftroy when they aéted unjuftly ; and we gave 
them prévious warning of their deftru€tion. And 
remember when Mosss faid unto his fervant Josuua, 
the fon of Nun, I will not ceafe to go forward, until 
I come to the place where the two feas meet; or I 
will travel for a long fpace of time’. But when they 
were arrived at the meeting of the two feas*, they 


P A threat hath been denounced 
againft them.] Viz. Of their cala- 
mity at Bedi {for the Koreifh are the 
infidels here intended,) or their pu- 
nifhment at the refurreétion (1). 

@ Thofe former one That is, 
the towns of the Adites, Thamudites, 
Sodomites, &c. 

r For a long fpace of time.] The 
original word properly fignifes the 
{pace of eighty years and upwards. 
To explain this long pallage, e com- 
mentators tell the following ftory. 
They fay that Mofes once preaching 
to the people, they admired his know- 
ledge and eloquence fo much, that 
they afked him, whether he knew any 
man in the world who was wiler 
than himfelf; to which he anfwered 
in the negative; whereupon Gop, in 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


sn Sonna, &c. (3) Idem. 


a revelation, having reprehended him 
for his vanity, (though fome pretend 
that Mofes aiked Gop the queftion 
of hisown accord,) acquainted him, 
that his fervant al Khedr was more 
knowing than he; and at Mofes’s 
requeft, told him he might find that 
perfon -at a certain rock, where the 
two feas met; dire€ting him to take 
a fith with him in a bafket, and that 
where he miffed the fifth, that was the 
place. Accordingly Mofes fet out, 
with his fervant Jofhua, in fearch of 
al Khedr; which expedition is here 
defcribed (2). 

* The meeting of the two feas.]} 
Viz. Thofe of Perfia and Greece. 


‘Some fancy that the meeting of Mofes 


and al Khedr is here intended, as Qf 
two feas of knowledge (3). 


(2) Idem, Al ZamaxusnHart, Al Boxuaat, 


forgot 
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forgot their fifh, which they had taken with them‘; 
and the fifh took its way teely* in the fea. And 
when they had paffed beyond that place, Moszs faid 
unto his fervant, Bring us our dinner; for now are 
we fatigued with this our journey. His fervant an- 
fwered, Doft thou know what has befallen me? When 
we took up our lodging at the rock, verily I forgot 
the fifh: and none made me to forget it, except 
Satan, that I fhould not remind thee of it. And 
the fifh took its way in the fea in a wonderful man- 
ner. Moses faid, This is what we fought after. 
And they both went back, returning by the way 
they came. And coming to the rock, they found one of 
our fervants”, unto whom we had granted mercy from 
us, and whom we had taught wifdom from before us. 
And Mosss faid unto him, Shall I follow thee, that 
thou mayeft teach me part of that which thou haft 
been taught, for a dire@tion unto me? He anfwered, 
Verily thou canft not bear with me: for how canit 


* They forgot their fith, &c.] ~ One of our fervants.] This 


Moles forgot to inquire concerning 
it, and Jofhua forgot to tejl him 
when he miffed it. It is faid, that 
when they came to the rock, Mofes 
falling afleep, the fifh, which was 
roafted, leaped out of the baiket into 
the fea. Some add, that Jofhua, mak- 
ing the ablution at the fountain of 
life, (of which immediately), fome 
of the water happened to be fprinkled 
on the fit, which immediately re- 
ftored it to life (1). 

* The fith took its way frecly in 
the fea.] The word here tranflated 
freely, Ggnifying alfo a pipe or arch- 
ed canal for conveyance of water, 
fome have imagined that the water 
of the fea was miraculoufly kept from 
touching the body of the filh, which 
ee through it as under an arch 


2). 


(:) Al Berpawt, &c. 


(2) Idem. 


perfon, according to the general opi- 
nion, was the prophet al Khedr; 
whom the Mohammedans utually 
confound with Phineas, Elias, and 
St. George, faying that his foul paffed 
by a metempfycholis fucceflively 
through all three. Some, however, 
fay his true name was Balya Ebn 
Malc4n, and that he lived in the time 
of Afridun, one of the ancient kings 
of Perfia, and that he preceded 
Dhu’lkarnein, and lived to the time 
of Mofes, They fuppofe al Khedr, 
having found out the fountain of life, 
and drank thereof, became immor- 
tal; and that he had therefore this 
name, from his flourifhing and con- 
tinual youth ( 3). 

Part of thele fi€tions they took 
from the Jews, fome of whom alla 
fancy Phineas was Elias (4). 


(3) Idem. V. D’Hersevor. Bibl, 


Orient. Art. Khedher. Serrzemcastrens. de Turcar. moribus. Busseg. 
Epift. :..p. 93, &c. Hotrinc. Hift. Orient. p. 58, &c. 99, &c. 292, &c. 
(4) R. Levi Ben Geason in append. 1. 1. Reg. 1. 37. 


thou 
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thou patiently fuffer thofe things, the knowledge 
whereof thou doft not comprehend? Moszs replied, 
Thou fhalt find me patient, if Gon pleafe; neither 
will I be difobedient unto thee inany thing. He faid, 
if thou follow me, therefore, afk me not concerning 
any thing, until I fhall declare the meaning there- 
of unto thee. So they both went on by the fea-fhore, 
until they went up into a fhip: and he made a hole 
therein™. And Mosss faid untohim, Haft thou made 
a hole therein, that thou mighteft drown thofe who 
are on board? Now haft thou done a ftrange thing. 
He anfwered, Did I not tell thee that thou couldeft 
not bear with me? Moszs faid, Rebuke me not, be- 
caule I did forget; and impofe not on mea difficulty 
in what I am commanded. Wherefore they left the 
fhip, and proceeded, until they met with a youth; 
and he flew him’. Mosss faid, Haft thou flain an 
innocent perfon, without his having killed another? 
Now haft thou committed an unjuft attion. * He an- 
{wered, Did I not tell thee that thou couldeft not 
bear with me? Mosss faid, If I afk thee concerning 
any thing hereafter, fuffer me not to accompany 
thee: now haft thou received an excufe from me. 
They went forward, therefore, until they came to 
the inhabitants of a certain city”, and they afked food 
of the inhabitants thereof; but they refufed to receive 
them. And they found therein a wall, which was 
ready to fall down; and he fetit upright". Where- 
upon Moss faid unto him, If thou wouldeft, thou 
mighteft doubtlefs have received a reward for it, 
He anfwered, This fhall be a feparation between me 
and thee: but I will firft declare unto thee the fig- 


x He made a holc in the fhip.] For * Acertain city.] This city was 
al Khedr took an ax, and knocked out Antioch; or, as fome rather think, 
two of her planks (1). Obollah, near Bafra; or elfe Bajirwan, 

Y He flew hm By twifting his in Armenia (3). 
neck round, or dafhing his head againtt ® He tetit upright. ] By only ftroking 
a wall, orelfe by throwing him down, it with his hand; thongh others fay he 
and cutting his throat (2). threw it down, and rebuilt it (4), 


(3) AlBsrpawr. (2) Idem. = (3) Idem, ~—(4) Idem, 


XVI, 


Cuap. 18, 
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nification of that which thou couldeft not bear with 
patience. The veffel belonged to certain poormen’, 
who did their bufinefs in the fea: and I was minded 
to render it unferviceable, becaufe there was a king ‘ 
behind them, who took every found fhip by force. 
As to the youth, his parents were true believers; 
and we feared left he, being an unbeliever, fhould 
oblige them to fuffer his perverfenefs and ingrati- 
tude: wherefore we defired that their Lorp might 
give them a more righteous child in exchange for 
him, andone more affeGtionate towards them*. And 
the wall belonged to two orphan youths* in the city, 
and under it was a treafure hidden which belonged to 
them ; and their father was a righteous man: and 
thy Lorp was pleafed that they fhould attain their 
full age, and take forth their treafure, through the 
mercy of thy Lorp. And I did not what thou haft 
feen of mine own will, but by GOD’s dire€tion. 
This is the interpretation of that which thou couldeft 
not bear with patience. The Jews will afk thee con- 


cerning Duvu’LKARNEIN ' 


> Certain poor men.] They were 
ten brothers, five of whom were paft 
rats labour by reafon of their age 

1). 

t A king.] | Named Jaland Ebn 
Karkar, or Minwar Ebn Jaland al 
Azdi (2), who reigned in Oman. 
See Poc. Spec. p. 42. 

@ That their Lorn might give them 
a more righteous child, &c.] It is 
faid that they had afterwards a daugh- 
ter, who was the wife and the mother 
of a prophet; and that her fon con- 
verted a whole nation (3). 

* Two orphans.] Their names 
were Afram and Sarim (4). 

f Dhu'lkamein.] Or, The two- 
horned. The generality of the com- 
mentators (5) fuppofe the perfon 
here meant to Alexander the 


(1) Al Berpawr. (2) Idem. 


(3) Idem. 
ZAMAKHSHARI, JALLALO’DDIN, YAHYA. 


Anfwer, I will rehearfe 
unto 


Great, or, as they call him, I{cander 
al Rimi, king of Perfia and Greece ; 
but there are very different opinions 
as to the reafon of this furname. 
Some think it was given him be- 
caufe he was king of the Eaft and of the 
Weft, or becaufe he had made expe- 
ditions to both thofe extreme parts of 
the earth; or elfe becaufe he had two 
horns on his diadem, or two curls 
of hair, like horns, on his fore- 
head; o1, which is moft probable, 
by reafon of his great valour. Se- 
veral modern writers (6) rather fup- 
ofe the furname was occafioned by 
is being reprefented in his coins 
and ftatues with horns, as the fon 
of Jupiter Ammon; or elfe by his 
being compared by the prophet Da- 
nicl to a he-goat (n); hough he is 


(4) Idem. (5) Idem, Al 


6) ScariceEr, de Emend. 


temp. L’Emrereur, not. in Jachiad, Dan. viii. §. Gow. in Alirag, p. 58, &c. 
(7) Scurcx agp. Tarikh. reg, Perf. p, 9g. 


there 
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unto you an account of him. We made him power- 
ful in the earth, and we gave him means toaccomplifh 
every thing he pleafed. And he followed his way, 
until he came to the place where the fun fetteth ; and 
he found it to fet in a {pring of black mud®: and he 
found near the fame a certain people®. And we faid, 
O Duu’tKarnein, either punifh this people, or 
ufe gentlenefs towards them‘. He anfwered, Who- 
foever of them fhall commit injuftice, we will furely 
punifh him in this world; afterwards fhall he return 
unto his Lorn, and he fhall punifh him with a fe- 
vere punifhment. But whofoever believeth, and doth 
that which is right, fhall receive the moft excellent 
reward, and we will give him in command that 
which is eafy. Then he continued his way, until 
he came to the place where the fun rifeth*; and he 
found it to rife on certain people, unto whom we 
had not given any thing whcrewith to fhelter them- 
felves therefrom’. Thus it was; and we compre- 

hended 


there reprefented with but one horn — fkins of wild beafts, and lived upon 
(3) what the fea caft on fhore (5). 


There are fome good writers, how- 
ever, who believe the prince intended 
in this paffage of the Koran, was not 
Alexander the Grecian, but another 
great conqueror, who bore the fame 
name and furname, and was much 
more ancient than he, being contem- 
porary with Abraham, and one of the 
kings of Perfia of the firft race (3); or, 
as others fuppofe, a king of Yaman, 
named Afeab Ebn al Rayebh (3). 

They all agree he wasa true be. 
liever; but whether he was a prophet 
or no, is a difputed point. 

© He found the funto fet ina {pring 
of black mud.] That is, it feemed fo 
to him, when he came to the ocean, 
and faw nothing but water (4). 

» A certain people.} An unbeliev- 
ing nation, who were clothed in the 


(1) See Dan. viii. 


hab, &c. V. D’Hersec. Bibl. Orient. Art. Efcander. 
(4) Al Berpawi, JALLALO’DDIN. 


ABBAS, 


V. Poc. Spec. p. 58. 
(5) Idem. 


i Either punifh them, or ufe them 
with gentlenefs.] For Gon gave 
Dhu’lkarncin his choice, either to de- 
ftroy them for their infidelity, or to 
inftru& them in the truefaith; or, ac- 
cording to others, either to put them 
to the {word, orto take them captives; 
but the words which follow confirm 
the former interpretation, by which 
it appears, he chofe to invite them to 
the true religion, and to punith only 
the difobedient and incredulous. 

* The place where the fun rifeth. 
i.e. That part of the habitable worl 
on which the fun firft rifes. 

1 And he found it to rife on acer- 
tain people, &c.] Who had neither 
clothes nor houfes, their country not 
bearing any buildings, but dwelt in 
holes under’ ground, into which 


(2) Asu’trepa. Kxonpemrr, Tatikh Montak- 


(3) Extrad. Ean 


h - 
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hended with our knowledge the forces which were 
with him. Andheprofecuted his journey from fouth 
to north, until he came between the two mountains”, 
beneath which he found certain people, who could 
fcarce underftand what was faid". And they faid, O 
Duv’LKarneEin, verily Goce and Macoc wafte the 
Jand°; fhall we therefore pay thee tribute, on con- 
dition that thou build a rampart between us and 
them? Heanfwered, The power wherewith my Lorp 
hath ftrengthened me, is better than your tribute: 
but affift me ftrenuoufly, and I will fet a ftrong wall 
between you and them. Bring me iron in large 
pieces, until it fill up the fpace between the two fides 
of thefe mountains. And he faid to the workmen, Blow 
with your bellows, until it make the iron red hot as 
fire. And he faid further, Bring me molten brafs, 
that I may pour upon it. Wherefore, when this wall 
was finifhed, Goc and Macoc could not {cale it, nei- 


ther could they dig through it’. And Duvu’LKaRNEIN 
faid, 


they retreated from the heat of the fun © Gog and Magog wafte the 


(1). Jallalo’ddin fays they were the 
Cae a black matic bing fouth- 
welt of Ethiopia. They feem to be 
the Troglodytes of the ancients. 

™ The two mountains.] Between 
which Dhu'Jkarnein built the famous 
rampart, mentioned immediately, a- 
gainit the irruptions of Gog and 
Magog. Thefe mountains are fituate 
in Armenia and Adherbijan, or, ace 
cording to others, much more north- 
wards, on the confines of Turkeftén 
(2). The relation of a journey taken to 
this rampart, by one who was fent 
on purpole to view it by the Khalif 
al Wathec, may be feen in D’Herbe- 
Jot (3). 

i Who could fcarce underftand 
what was faid.] By reafon of the 
ftrangenefs of their {peech, and their 
flownefs of apprehenlion; wherefore 
they were obliged to make ufe of an 
interpreter (4). 


(1) Idem. 
(4) Al Berpawi. 
in Alfrag. p. 207, 


(2) Al Berpawt. 
(5) Idem. V. D’Hersen. ubi fupra. 
(7) Al Berpawt. 


Jand.] The Arabs call them Yajii 
and Majij, and fay they are two 
nations or tribes defcended from 
Japhet, the fon of Noah; or, as others 
write, Gog area tribe of the Turks, 
and Magog of thofe of Gilan (5), the 
ae Gelz of Ptolemy and Strabo 
( ie is faid thefe barbarous people 
made their irruptions into the neigh- 
bouring countries in the fpring, and 
deftroyed and carried off all the fruits 
of the carth; and fome pretend they 
were man-eaters (7). 

P The commentators fay the wall 
was built in this manner. They 
dug till they found water: and hav- 
ing laid the foundation of ftone and 
melted brafs, they built the fuper- 
ftruéture of large pieces of iron, 
between which they laid wood and 
coals, till they equalled the height 
of the mountains: and then fetting 


(3) Bibl. Orient. Art. Jagiouge. 
(6) V. Gou. 


fire 
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faid, This is a mercy from my Lorp: but when the 
predi€tion of my Lorp fhall come to be fulfilled, 
he fhall reduce the wall to duft; and the prediétion 
of my Lorp is true. On that day we will fuffer 
fome of them to prefs tumultuoufly like waves on 
others’; and the trumpet fhall be founded, and we 
will gather them in a body together. And we will 
fet hell, on that day, before the unbelievers; whofe 
eyes have been veiled from my remembrance, and 
who could not hear my words. Do the unbelievers 
think that I will not punifh them, for that they take 
my fervants for their prote€tors befides me? Verily 
we have prepared hell for the abode of the infidels. 
Say, fhall we declare unto you thofe whofe works 
are vain, whofe endeavour, in the prefent life, hath 
been wrongly direéted, and who think they do the 
work which is right? Thefe are they who believe 
not in the figns of their Lorn, or that they fhall be 
affembled before him: wherefore their works are 
vain; and we will not allow them any weight on the 
day of refurreétion. This fhall be their reward, 
namcly, hell; for that they have difbelieved, and 
have held my figns and my apoftles in derifion. But 
as for thofe who believe, and do good works, they 
fhall have the gardens of paradife for their abode ; 
they fhall remain therein for ever; they fhall with for 
no change therein. Say, ifthe fea wereink, to write 
the words of my Lorp, verily the fea would fail, 
before the words of my Lorp would fail; although 


fire to the combuftibles, by the help 
of large bellows, they made the ironred 
hot, and over it poured melted brafs, 
which filing up the vacancies between 
the pieces of iron, rendered the whole 
work as firm asa rock. Sometell us that 
the whole was built of ftones joined by 
cramps of iron, on which they poured 
melted brafs to faften them (1). 

4 When the predi€tionof my Lorp 
fhall come to be fulfilled, &c.] ‘That 


(1) Al Bervawi, &c. 
(3) See ib. p. as5. 


is, when the time fhall come for Gop 
and Magog to break forth from their 
confinement; which fhall happen fome 
time before the refurre€tion (2). 

* To prefs tumultuoufly like waves, 
&c.] Thefe words reprefent either 
the violent irruptionof Gog end Ma- 
gog, or the tumultuous aflembly of 
all creatures, men, genii, and brutes, 
at the refurrection (3). 


(2) See the Prelim. Difc. Seft. IV. p. 107. 


we 
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we added another fea like unto it asa farther fupply. 
Say, Verily I am only a man as ye are. It is re- 
vealed unto me that your Gop is one only Gop: let 
him therefore who hopeth to meet his Lorp, work 
a righteous work; and let him not make any other 
to partake in the worfhip of his Lorp. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Intitled, Mary‘; revealed at MEccA‘. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


C H. Y. A.S." A commemoration of the mercy 
e of thy Lorn towards his fervant Zacnarias”™. 
When he called upon his Lorp, invoking him in 
fecret, and faid, O Lorn, verily my bones are 
weakened, and my head is become white with hoari- 
nefs, and I have never been unfuccefsful in my pray- 
ers to thee, O Lorp. But now I fear my nephews, 
who are to fucceed after me”, for my wife is barren: 
wherefore give me a fucceffor of my own body from 
before thee, who may be my heir, and may be an 
heir of the family of Jacos’; and grant, O Lorn, 
that he may be acceptable unto thee. And the angel 
anfwered him, O Zacnartias, verily we bring thee 
tidings of a fon, whofe name fhall be Joun: we have 


® Several circumftances relating to 
the Virgin Mary being mentioned in 
this chapter, her name was pitched 
upon for the title. 

t Except theverfe of Adoration. 

" See the Prelim. Dif. Sef. III. 
p. 78, &c. 

W See chap. 3. p. 61, &c. 

® I fear my nephews, &c.] Thefe 
were his brother’s fons, who were 
very wicked men; and Zacharias was 
apprehenfive left, after his death, in- 
ftead of confirming the people in the 
true religion, they fhould {educe them 


(1) Al Berpawr, JALLALO’DDIN, 


to idolatry (1). And fome commen. 
tators imagine that he made this prayer 
in private, left his nephews bould 
overhear him. 

Y And may be anheir of the fami- 
ly of Jacob.}] Viz. in holinefs and 
knowledge; or in the government 
and fuperintendance of the Ifraelites. 
There are fome who fuppofe it is not 
the patriarch who is here meant, but 
another Jacob, the brother of Zacha- 
rias ; or of Imran Ebn Mathan, of the 
race of Solomon (2). 


(2) Idem. 
not 
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not caufed any to bear the fame name before him*. 
Zacuarias faid, orp, how fhall I have a fon, 
feeing my wife is barren, and I am now arrived at a 
great age", and am decrepit? The angel faid, So fhall 
it be: Thy Lorp faith, This is eafy with me; fince I 
created thee heretofore, when thou waft nothing. Za- 
cHarias anfwered, O Lorn, give mea fign. The 
angel replied, Thy fign fhall be, that thou fhalt not 
{peak to men for three nights, although thou be in per- 
fet health. And he went forth unto his people, from the 
chamber, and he made figns unto them’, as ifhe fhould 
fay, Praife ye GOD inthe morning and inthe evening. 
And we faid unto his fon, O Joun, receive the book 
of the law, with a refolution to ftudy and obferve it. 
And we beftowed on him wifdom, when he was yet a 
child, and mercy from us, and purity of life‘; and he 
was a devout perfon, and dutiful towards his parents, 
and was not proud or rebellious. Peace be on him 
the day whereon he was born, and the day whereon 
he fhall die, and the day whereon he fhall be raifed 
.to life. And remember in the book of the Koran 
the ftory of Mary; when fhe retired from her 
family to a place towards the eaft*, and took a 

veil 


8 We have not caufed any to bear 
that name before him.] For he was 
the firft who bore the name of John, 
or Yahya,(as the Arabs pronounce it;) 
which fancy feems to be occafioned 
by the words of St. Luke mifunder- 
ftood, that none of Zacharias’s kindred 
was called by that name (1): for other- 
wife John, or, as it is written in 
Hebrew, Johanan, was a common 
name among the Jews. 

Some expofitors avoid this objec- 
tion, by obferving, that the original 
word Samiyyan fignifies, not only one 
who is aétually called by the fame 
name, but alfo one who, by reafon of 


his poffeffing the like qualities and pri- - 


Vileges, deferves, or may pretend to, 
the fame name. 

* I am arrived at a great age, &c. ] 
Vou, Il. 


(3) Lukei. 63, 


The Mohammedan traditions greatly 
differ as to the age of Zacharias at this 
time: we have mentioned onealready 
(2): Jallalo’ddin fays, hewas an hun 
dred and twenty, and his wife ninety- 
eight; and the Sonna takes notice of 
feveral other opinions. 

> He made hens unto them.] Some 
fay he wrote the following words on 
the ground. 

© And purity of life.} Or, as the 
word alfo fignifies, The love of alms 
deeds. ' 

4 To a place towards the eaft.J 
viz. To the eaftern part of the tem- 

le; or to a private chamber in the 
Poute, which opened to the calt; 
whence, fays al Beidawi, the Chrife 
tians pray towards that quarter. 


I There 


(2) Chap. iii. p. 62, not, 7. 


130 AL KORAN. 


veil to conceal herfelf from them; and we fent our 
fpirit Gasrrex unto her, and he appeared unto her 
in the fhape of a perfe&t man‘. She faid, I fly for 
refuge unto the merciful GOD, that he may defend 
me from thee: if thou feareft him, thou will not ap- 
proach me. He anfwered, Verily I am the mef- 
fenger of thy Lorp, and am fent to give thee a holy 
fon. She faid, How fhall I have a fon, feeing a 
man hath not touched me, and I am no harlot? 
Gasrizx replied, So fhall it be: Thy Lorn faith, 
This is eafy with me; and we will perform it, that 
we may ordain him for a fign unto men, and a 
mercy from us: for it is a thing which is decreed. 
Wherefore fhe conceived him": and fhe retired afide 
with him in her womb to a diftant place*; and the 
pains of child-birth came upon her near the trunk 


Guap. 19. 


of a palm-tree". 


There is a tradition, that when the 
virgin was grown to years of puberty, 
fhe ufed to leave her apartment in the 
temple, and retire to Zacharias’s houfe 
to her aunt, when her courfes came 
upon her; and fo foon as fhe was 
clean, fhe returned again to the tem- 
ple; and that at the time of the angel’s 
vifiting her, fhe was at her aunt’s on 
the like occafion, and was fitting to 
wath herfelf, in an open place, behind 
aveil, to prevent her being feen (:). 
But others more prudently fuppole 
the defign of her retirement was to 
pray (2). 

© In the fhape of aman.] Likea 
full-grown but beardlefs youth. Al 
Beidawi, not contented with having 
given one good reafon why he ap- 
aie in that form, viz. to moderate 

er furprife, that fhe might hear his 
meffage with Iefs fhynefs, adds, that 
perhaps it might be to raife an emo- 
tion in her, and affift her concep- 
tion. 


# She conceived. ] For Gabriel blew 


(1) Yanya. Al Brrpaws. 
ALLALO’DDIN, Al BEIDAWI. 
dem, Al ZAMAKN,. 


She faid, Would to Gop I had 


died 


into the bofom of her fhift, which he 
opened with his fingers (3), and his 
breath reaching her womb, caufed the 
conception (4). The age of the virgin 
Mary at the time of her conception 
was thirteen, or, as others fay, ten; 
and fhe went fix, feven, eight, or nine 
months with him, according to dif- 
ferent traditions: though fome fay the 
child was conceived at its full growth 
of nine months, and that fhe was 
delivered of him within an hour after 


5). 

® Toa diftant place.] To conceal 
her delivery, fhe went out of the city 
by night to a certain mountain, 

» Her pains came upon her near 
the trunk of a palm-tree.] The palm 
to which fhe fled, that fhe might lean 
on it in her travail, was a withered 
trunk, without any head or verdure, 
and this happened in the winter {cas 
fon; notwithftanding which, it mira- 
eager fupplied her with fruits for 
her refrefhment (6); as is mentioned 
immediately. 

It 


(2) Al Zamaxu. 3) YAHYA 
(6) Al Berpaws, Yauya 


Crap. 19. AL KORAN. 131 


died before this, and had become a thing forgotten, 
and loft in oblivion! And he who was beneath her 
called to her’, faying, Be not grieved; now hath Gop 
provided a rivulet under thee; and do thou fhake 
the body of the palm-tree, and it fhall let fall ripe 
dates upon thee, ready gathered*. And eat, and 
drink, and calm thy mind’. Moreover, if thou fee 
any man, and he queftion thee, fay, Verily I have 
vowed a faft unto the Merciful; wherefore I will b 

no means {peak to a man this day ™. So fhe brought 
the child to her people, carrying him in her arms. 
And they faid unto her, O Mary, now haft thou 
done a ftrange thing. O fifterof Aaron’, thy father 
was not a bad man, neither was thy mother a harlot. 


It has been obferved, that the Mo- 

ammedan account of the delivery 
of the virgin Mary, very much re- 
fembles that of Latona, as defcribed 
by the poets (1), not only in this 
circumftance of their laying hold 
on a palm-tree (2), (though fome 
fay Latona embraced an olive-tree, 
or an olive and a palm, or elfe 
two laurels,) but alfo in that of 
their infants {peaking ; which Apollo 
is fabled to have done in the wor’ (3)- 

! He who was beneath age This 
fome imagine to have been the child 
himfelf; but others fuppofe it was 
Gabriel, who ftood fomewhat lower 
than fhe did (4). According to a 
different reading, this paflage may be 
rendered, And he called to her froin 
beneath her, &c. And fome refer 
the pronoun, tranflated, her, to the 
palm-tree ; and then it fhould be, be. 
neath it, &c. 

K Shake the palm-tree, and it fhall 
let fall ripe dates, &c.] And accord- 
ingly fhe had no fvoner fpoken it, 
than the dry trunk revived, and fhot 
forth green leaves, and a head loaded 
With ripe fruit. 


(1) V. Sixsr not. in Evang. Infant. p.g, 21, &c. 
Hymn. in Apoll. Catirimacu. Hymn. im, Delum. 


ibid. See Kor. chap. 3, p. 63. 
(5) See chap. 3. p. 59 
Lo’ppin, Yauya, &c. 


I 2 


e 

! Calm thy mind.] Literally, thine 
eye. 

Ym I have vowed a faft, &c.] Dur- 

ing which fhe was not to fpeak to 
any body, unlefs to acquaint them 
with the reafon of her filence: and 
fome fuppofe fhe did that by figns. 

" O fiiter of Aaron.] Several 
Chriftian writers think the Koran 
ftands conviéted of a manifeft falie- 
hood in this particular, but I am 
afraid the Mohammedans may avoid 
the charge (g); as they do by feveral 
an{fwers. Some fay the virgin Mary 
had really a brother, named Aaron, 
who had the fame father, but a dif- 
ferent mother. Others fuppofe Aaron, 
the brother of Mofes, is here meant; 
but fay Mary is called his fifter, ei- 
ther becaufe the was of the Levitical 
race, (as by her being related to Fli- 
gabeth, it fhould feem fhe wy or Ly 
way of comparifon. Others fay that 
it was a different perfon of that name 
who was contemporary with her, and 
con{picuous fot his good or bad ea 
lities, and that they likened her to him 
cither by way of commendation, or of 
repioach (6), &c. 


(2) Homer. 
(3) CauLimacn. 
EIDAWI, JALLALO’DDIN. 


(4) Al 3B 


(6) AlZamaxu Al Berpaws, Jarta- 


But 
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But fhe made figns unto the child toanfwer them; and 
they faid, How fhall we fpeak to him who is an infant 
in the cradle? Whereupon the child faid, Verily Iam 
the fervant of Gon’; he hath given me the book of 
the gofpel, and hath appointed mea prophet. And he - 
hath made me bleffed, wherefoever I fhall be; and hath 
commanded me to obferve prayer, and'to givealms, fo 
long as I fhall live; and he hath made me dutiful to- 
wards my mother, and hath not made me proud, or 
unhappy. And peace be on me the day whereon I was 
born, and the day whereon I fhall die, and the day 
whereon I fhall be raifed to life. This was Jesus the 
fon of Mary; the Word of truth®, concerning whom 
they doubt. Itisnet meet for Gop, that he fhould have 
any fon:,Gop forbid! When he decreeth a thing, he 
only faith unto it, Be; and itis. And verily Gopis 
my Lorp, and your Lorp; wherefore ferve him: this 
is the right way. Yet the feétaries differ among 
themfelves concerning Jzsus; but woe be unto thofe 
who are unbelievers, becaufe of their appearance at 
the great day. Do thou caufe them to hear, and do 
thou caufe them to fee’, on the day whereon they 
fhall come unto us to be judged; but the ungodly 
are this day in a manifeft error. And do thou fore- 
warn them of the day of fighing, when the’ matter 
fhall be determined, while they are now funk in neg- 
hgence, and do not believe. Verily we will inherit 


Cuap. 1g. 


© Whereupon the child faid, 1 
am the fervant of Gop.] Thefe were 
the firft words which were put into 
the mouth of Jrsus, to obviate the 
imagination of his partaking of the 
divine nature, or having a right to the 
worthip of mankind, on account of 
his miraculous {peaking fo foon after 
his birth (1). 

P The word of truth.) This exe 
preffion may either be referred to Je- 
sus, as the Word of Gop; or to the 
account juft given of him. . 

4 Do thou caufe them to hear, and 


to fee, &c.] Thefe words are vari- 
oufly expounded : fome taking them 
to exprefs admiration (2) at the quick~ 
nefs of thofe fenfes in the wicked, at 
the day of judginent, when they {hall 

lainly perceive the torments prepared 
or them, though they have been deat 
and blind in this life; and others ps 
pofe the wdrds contain a threat to the 
unbelievers, of what they fhall then 
hear and fee; or elfe a command to 
Mohammed to lay before them the 
terrors of that day (3). 


(1) Al Berpawz, &c. (2) Sec chap. xviii. p.115. (3) Al Beapawt. 


the 
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the earth, and whatever creatures are therein’; and- 
unto us fhall they all return. And remember Asra- 
HAM in the book of the Koran; for he was one of 
great veracity, and a prophet. When he faid unto 
his father*, O my father, why doft thou worfhip that 
which heareth not, neither feeth, nor profiteth thee 
at all? O my father, verily a degree of knowledge 
hath been beftowed on me, which hath not been be- 
ftowed on thee: wherefore follow me; I will lead 
thee into aneven way. O my father, ferve not Sa- 
TAN; for Satan was rebellious unto the Merciful. 
O my father, verily I fear, left a punifhment be in- 
fli€ted on thee from the Merciful, and thou become 
a companion of Satan. His father anfwered, Doft 
thou reje€t my gods, O Asranam? If thou forbear 
not, I will furely ftone thee: wherefore leave me for 
along time. Asrauam replied, Peace be on thee: 
I will afk pardon for thee of my Lorn: for he is 
gracious unto me. And I will feparate myfelf from 
you, and from the idols which ye invoke befides 
Gop; and I will call upon my Lorp: it may be that 
I fhall not be unfuccefsful in calling on my.Lorp, 
as ye are in calling upon them. And when he had fe- ° 
parated himfelf from them, and from the idols which 
they worfhipped befides Gop‘, we gave him Isaac 
and Jacos; and we made each of them a prophet; 
and we beftowed on them, through our mercy, the 
eift of prophecy, and children, and wealth; and we 
caufed them to deferve the higheft commendations’. 
And remember Moses in the book of the Koran: for 
he was fincerely upright, and was an apoitle and a 
prophet. And we called unto him from the right 
fide of mount S1naz1, and caufed him to draw near, 
and to difcourfe privately with us”. And we gave 

him, 


ran, and thence to Palcftine. 


_ * We will inherit the earth, &c.] 
i.e. Alone furviving, when all creae 
tures fhall be dead and annihilated. 
See chap. 15. p. 70, 71. 

* See chap. 6. p. 168, &c. 

* When he had feparated him- 
lf from them.] By flying to Hare 


us.] Or, as fome expound at, And 


uWre cauled them to deferve the 
higheft commendations.] Literally, 
We granted them a lolty tongue of 
truth. 

Ww And to difcourfe privately with 


we 
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‘him, through our mercy, his brother Aaron, a 
prophet, for his affiftant. Remember alfo Ismaex in 
the fame book: for he was true to his promife*%; and 
was an apoftle, and a prophet. And he commanded 
his family to abferve prayer, and to givealms; and he 
was acceptable unto his Lorn. And remember Epris* 
in the fame book ; for he was a juft perfon, anda pro- 
phet: and we exalted him toa high place’. Thefe are 
they unto whom Gop hath been bounteous, of the pro- 
phets of the pofterity of Apam, and of thofe whom we 
carried in the ark with Noau; and of the pofterity 
of Asrauam, and of IsrazeL, and of thofe whom 
_we have direéted and chofen. When the figns of the 

Merciful were read unto them, they fell down wor- 
fhipping, and wept: but a fucceeding generation 
have come after them, who negleé& prayer, and fol- 
low their lufts; and they fhall furely fall into evil: 
except him who repenteth, and believeth, and doth 
that which is right: thefe fhall enter paradife, and 
they fhall not in the leaft be wronged: gardens of per- 
petual abode fhall be their reward, which the Merci- 
_ful hath promifed unto his fervants, as an objet of 

faith; for his promife will furcly come to be fulfilled. 
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we yaifed him on high; for, fay they, 
he was raifed to fo great an elevation, 
that he heard the creaking of the pen 
writing on the table of Gon’s de- 
crees (1). 

* He was true to his promife.] 
Being celebrated on that account; 
and particularly for his behaving 
with that refignation and conftancy 
which he had promifed his father, 
on his receiving Gop’s command to 
facrifice him (2): for the Moham- 
medans fay it was Ifnmael, and not 
Ifaac, whom de was commanded to 
offer, 

Y Edris.] | Or Enoch, the great- 
randfather of Noah, who had that 
urname from his great knowledge: 
for he was favoured with no lefs 

than thirty books of divine revela- 
tions, and was the firft who wrote 


(1) Al Bearpaw. 2) Idem. 


4) Baxtov. Bibl. Rabb. part. 2. p. 845. 


with a pen, and ftudied the fciences 
of aftronomy and arithmetic, &c. (3.) 

The learned Bartolocci endeavours 
to fhew, from the teftimonies of the 
ancient Jews, that Enoch, surnamed 
Edris, was a very different perfon 
from the Enoch of Mofes, and many 
ages younger (4). 

2 And we exalted him to a high 
aa Some underitand by this the 
ionour of the prophetic office, and 
his familiarity with Gov: but others 
{uppofe his tranflation is here meant ; 
for they fay that he was taken up 
by Gop into heaven at the age o 
three hundred and fifty, having firft 
fuffered death, and becn reftored to 
life; and that he is now alive in 
one of the feven heavens, or in para- 
dife (5) 


(3) Idem, JALLALO’ppin, &c. 
(5) Idem, . 


Therein 
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Therein fhall they hear no vain difcourfe, but peace’; 
and their provifion fhall be prepared for them therein 
morning andevening. This isparadife, which we will 
give for an inheritance unto fuch of our fervants as 
fhall be pious. Wedefcend not from heaven, unlefs 
by the command of thy Lorn: unto him belongeth 
whatfoever is before us, and whatfoever is behind us, 
and whatfoever is in the intermediate fpace; neither 
is thy Lorn forgetful of thee’. He is the Lorn of 
heaven and earth, and of whatfoever is between 
them: wherefore worfhip him, and be conftant in 
his worfhip. Doft thou know any named like him‘? 
Man faith’, After I fhall have been dead, fhall I 
really be brought forth alive from the grave? Doth 
not man remember that we created him heretofore, 
when he was nothing? But by thy Lorp we will 
furely affemble them and the devils tojudgment*; then 
will we fet them round about hell on their knees: 
afterwards we will draw forth from every fect fuch of 
them as fhall have beenamore obftinate rebel againft 
the Merciful‘; and we beft know which of them are 


* Peace.} i, e, Words of peace and 
comfort; or, the falutations of the 
angels (1), &c. 

- We defcend not from heaven, un- 
Jefs at the command of thy Lor, &c. ] 
Thefe are generally fuppofed to have 
been the words of the angel Gabriel, 
ain an{wer to Mohammed’s complaint 
for his long delay of fifteen, or, ac- 
cording to another tradition, of forty 
days, before he brought him inftruc- 
tions what folution he fhould give to 
the queftions which had been afked 
him concerning the fleepers, Dhu'lkar- 
nein, and the {pirit (2). 

Others, however,are of opinion, that 
they are the words which the godly will 
ufc at their entrance into paradife; and 
thattheir meaning is, We take up our 
* abode here at the command anthrough 
the mercy of Gap alone, who ruleth 
all things, paft, future, and prefent; 
and who is not forgetful of the works 


(3) See chap, 
BerDawi. 


14 


of his fervants (3). 

© Doft thou know any named like 
him?] That is, Deferving, or having a 
right to the name and attributes of 
Gop. 

4 Man faith.] Some fuppofe a par- 
ticular perfon is here meant, namely, 
Obba Ebn Khalf (4). 

£€ We will aifemble them and the 
devils.] It is faid that every infidel 
will appear at the day of judgment, 
chained to the devil who feduced him 


(3 We will feparate from every fet 
him who fhall have been a more ob- 
flinate rebel againft the Merciful. ] 
Hence, fays al Beiddwi, it appears, 
that Gop will pardon fome of the re- 
bellious people. But perhaps the dif 
tinguifhing the unbelievers snto dif. 
ferent claffes, in order to confign them 
to different places and degrees uf tore 
ment, is here meant. 


\ 


X. p. 2. 2) See before, chap. xviii, p. 115s 116. = (3) Al 
(4) See chap. xvi. p. 76. not.*. 


(5; Al Brrpawt. 


more 
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more worthy to be burned therein *. There fhall be 
none of you but fhall approach near the fame *: this 
is an eftablifhed decree with thy Lorn. Afterwards 
we will deliver thofe who fhall have been pious, but 
we will leave the ungodly therein on their knees. 
When our manifeft figns are read unto them, the in- 
fidels fay unto the true believers, Which of the two 
parties isin the more eligible condition, and formeth 
the more excellent aflembly *? But how many gene- 
rations have we deftroyed before them, which excel- 
led them in wealth, and in outward appearance? Say, 
Whofoever is in-error, the Merciful will grant him 
a long and profperous life; until they fee that with 
which they are threatened, whether it be the punifh- 
ment of this life, or that of the Jaft hour; and here- 
after they fhall know who is in the worfe condition, 
and the weaker in forces. Gop fhall more fully di- 
reQt thofe who receive dire&tion ; and the good works 
which remain for ever, are better in the fight of thy 
Lorpthanworldly poffeffions,in refpe& to the reward, 
and more eligible in refpeé to the future recompenfe. 
Haft thou feen him who believeth not in our figns, 
and faith, I fhall furely have riches and children be- 
ftowed on me“? Is he acquainted with the fecrets of 


CuHap. 19. 


® We beft know which are more  compofitionto equal the Koran, they 


worthy to Fe burned in hell.] Viz. 
The more obftinate and perverle, and 
efpecially the heads of feéts, who will 
fuffer a double punifhment for their 
ownerrors,and their feducing of others. 
h There is none of you but fhall 
approach the fame.} For the true be- 
Jievers muft alfo pafs by or through 
hell, but the fire will be damped, and 
the flames abated, fo as not to hurt 
them, though it will lay hold on the 
others. Some, however, fuppofe, that 
the words intend no more than the 
affage over the narrow bridge which 
is laid over hell (3). 
* Which of the two parties, &c ] 
Viz. of us, or of you. - When the 
Koreifh were unable to produce a 


(1) Al Berpawr. See the Prelim. 


JALLALO’DDIN. 


began to glory m their wealth and no- 
bility, valuing themfelves highly on 
that account, and defpifing the fol- 
lowers of Mohammed. 

k Haft thou feen him who believeth 
not, &c.] This paflage was revealed on 
account of al As Ebn Wayel, who he- 
ing indebted to Khabbab, when he de- 
manded the money, refufed to pay it, 
unlefs he would deny Mohammed; to 
which propofal Khabbab anf{wered, 
that he would never deny that prophet, 
neither alive nor dead, nor when he 
fhould be raifed to life at the laft-day. 
Therefore, (replicd al As,) when thou 
art raifed again, come to me, for I fhall 
then have abundance of riches, and 
children, and I will pay you (2). 


Dif. Sc&. IV. p. 120. (2) Idem, 


futurity ; 
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futurity; or hath he received a covenant from the 
Merciful] that it fhall be fo? By no means. W’e will 
furely write down that which he faith; and increafing 
we will increafe his punifhment: and we will be his 
heir as to that which he fpeaketh of', andon the laft 
day he fhall appear before us alone and naked. They 
have taken other gods, befides Gon, that they may 
be a glory untothem. By no means. Hereafter 
fhall they deny their worfhip™ ; and they fhall become 
adverfaries" unto them. Doft thou not fee that we 
fend the devils againft the infidels to incite them to 
fin by their inftigations? Wherefore be not in hafte 
to call down deftru@tion upon them; for we number 
unto them a determined number of daysof refpite. 
On a certain day we will aflemble the pious before 
the Merciful in an honourable manner, as ambafla- 
dors come into the prefence of a prince; but we will 
drive the wicked into hell, as cattle are driven to 
water; they fhall obtain no interceffion, except he 
only who hath received a covenant from the Merci- 
ful®. They fay, The Merciful hath begotten iffue. 
Now have ye uttered an impious thing: it wanteth 
little but that on occafion thereof the heavens be 
rent, and the earth cleave in funder, and the moun- 
tains be overthrown and fall, for that they attribute 
children unto the Merciful; whereas it becometh 


} Wewill inherit what he fpeaketh 
of.] i.e. He fhall be obliged to leave 
all his wealth and his children behind 
him at his death. 


is, except he who fhall bea fubje& 
properly difpofed to receive that fa- 
vour, by having profeffed Iam. Or 
the words may alfo be tranflated, ac- 


™ Hereafter fhall they deny their 
worfhip, &c.] Viz. Atthe refurrec- 
tion; when the idolaters fhall difclaim 
their idols, and the idols their wor- 
Shippers, and fhall mutually acca‘e 
que another (1). 

® Adverfaries.| Or, the contrary; 
that isto fay, a difgrace inftead of an 
honour. 

© They thall obtain no interceffion, 
except he only who hath received a 
covenant from the Merciful.] That 


(1) See chap. vi. p. 10a. chap. x. p. 5, &c. 


Sec chap, ii. p. 47, &c. 


cording to another expofition, They 
fhall not obtain the interceffion of any, 
except the interceflion of him, &c. 
Or elfe, None fhall be able to make 
interceffion for others, except he who 
fhall have received a covenant (or pes- 
miffion) from Gop; i.e. who hall be 
qualified tor that office by faith and 
good works, according to Gop’s pro~ 
mife ; or fhall have fpecial leave giver 
him by Gop for that purpofe (2). 


(2) Al Brrpawa. 


not 
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not Gop to beget children. Verily there is none in 
heaven or on earth, but fhall approach the Merciful 
as his fervant. He encompaffeth them by his know- 
ledge and power, and numbereth them with an exaét 
computation: and they fhall all come unto him on 
the day of refurrettion, deftitute both of helpers and 
followers. But as for thofe who believe, anddo good 
works, the Merciful will beftow on them love’. 
Verily we have rendered the Koran eafy for thy 
tongue, that thou mayeft thereby declare our pro- 
mifes unto the pious, and mayeft thereby denounce 
threats unto contentious people. And how many ge- 
nerations have we deftroyed before them? Doft thou 
find one of them remaining? Or doft thou hear fo 
much as a whifper concerning them? 


Crap. 20. 


P Love.} Viz. the love of Gon, 
and all the inhabitants of heaven. 
Some fuppofe this verfe was revealed 
to comfort the Moflems, who were 


hated and defpifed at Mecca, on ac- 
count of their faith, bythe promife of 
their gaining the love and efteem of 
mankind ina fhort time. 


CHAP, XxX, 


Intitled, T. H+; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


H. We have not fent down the Koran unto 

e thee, that thou fhouldeft be unhappy '; but for 

an admonition unto him who feareth GOD: being 
fent 


ftood on one foot only, but was here- 
by commanded to sate himfelf by fet- 


@ The fignification of thefe letters, 
which being prefixed to the chapter, 


are therefore taken for the title, is un- 
certain (3). Some, however, imagine 
they ftand for Ya rajol, i. e. O man! 
which interpretation, feeming not cafi- 
ly to be accounted for from the Ara- 
bic, is by acertain tradition deduced 
from the Ethiopic (2): or for Ta, i.e. 
Tread ; telling us that Mohammed, be- 
ing eaplayed in watching and prayer 
the night this paffage was revealed, 


(1) See the Prelim. Dif. fe&. III. p. 78, &c. 


ting both feet to the ground, Others 
fancy the firft letter ftands for Tuba, 
Beatitude; and the latter for Haiwiyat, 
the name of the lower apartment of 
hell, Tah is alfoan interjeGtion, com- 
manding filence, and may properly 
enough be ufed in this place. 

© We have not fent down the Ko- 
ran unto thee that thou fhouldeft be 
unhappy.] Either by reafon of thy 


(2) Mouam. Ean Asp 


gl Baxs, ex trad. Acremz Ebn Abi Sofian. 


Cd 


7,calous 
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fent down from him who created the earth, and the 
lofty heavens. The Merciful fitteth on his throne: un- 
to him belongeth whatfoever isin heaven and onearth, 
and whatfoever is between them, and whatfoever is un- 
der the earth. If thou pronounce thy prayerswith aloud 
voice, knowthatit isnot neceflaryin refpe€t to GOD ; 
for he knoweth that which is fecret, and whatis yet 
more hidden. Gop! there is no god but he: he 
hath moft excellent names*. Haft thou been informed 
of the hiftory of Moszs'? When he faw fire, and 
faid unto his family, Tarry ye here; for I perceive 
fire: peradventure I may bring you a brand there- 
out, or may find a direétion inour way by the fire’. 
And when he was come near unto it, a voice called 
unto him, faying, O Mosss! verily Iam thy Lorp: 
wherefore put off thy fhoes”; for thou art in the 
facred valley Towa. And I havechofen thee; there- 
fore hearken. with attention unto that which is re- 
vealed unto thee. Verily I am Gop; there is no god 
befide me: wherefore worfhip me, and perform thy 
prayer in remembrance of me. Verily the hour 
cometh: I will furely manifeft the fame, that every 
foul may receive its reward for that which it hath 


zealous folicitude forthe converfion of 
the infidels, or thy fatiguing thyfelf 
by watching and other religious exer- 
cifes: for, it feems, the Koreifh urged 
the extraordinary fatigues he under- 
went in thofe refpeéts as the confe- 
ee of his having left their religion 
1 


* See chap. vii, p. 218. and chap. 
Xvi. p. 211. 

* The relation of the ftory of Mofes, 
which takes up the greateft part of this 
chapter, was defigned to encourage 
Mahanimed, by his example, to dil- 
charge the prophetic office with firm- 
nefs of mind, as being affured of re- 
feiving the like affiftance from Gop : 
for it is faid this chapter was one of 
the firft that were revealed (2), 

® When he faw fire, ue 4 The com- 


(4) AlBripaws. 


fa) Idem, 


mentators fay, that Mofes, having ob- 
tained leave of Shoaib, or Jethro, his 
father-in-law, to vifit his mother, de- 
parted with his family from Midian 
towards Egypt; but coming to the 
valley of Towa, wherein mount Sinai 
ftands, his wife fell in labour, and 
was delivered of afon, in a very dark 
and fnowy night : he had alfo loft his 
way, and his cattle were fcattered from 
him; when on a fudden he faw a fire 
by the fide of a mountain, which, on 
his nearer approach, he found burning 
in a green buh (3). 

w Put off thy fhoes.] This wasa 
mark of humility and refpeét : though 
fome fancy there was fome unclean- 
nefs in the fhoes thenrfelves, becaufe 
they were made of the {kin of an als 
not dreffled (4). 


(3) Idem. (4) Idem. 


deliberately 
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deliberately done. Let not him who believeth not 
therein, and who followeth his luft, prevent thee from 
believing in the fame, left thou perifh. Now what is 
that in thy right hand, O Moses? He anfwered, It 
is my rod whereon I lean, and with which I beat 
down leaves for my flock ; and I have other ufes for 
it*» GOD {aid unto him, Caft it down, O Mosss. 
And he caft itdown, and behold it became a ferpent ’, 
which ran about. GOD faid, Take hold on it, and 
fear not*: we will reduce it to its former condition. 
And put thy right hand under thy left arm: it fhall 
come forth white*, without any hurt. This fhall be 
another fign: that we may fhew thee fome of our 
greateft figns. Gounto PHaraon: for he is ex- 
ceedingly impious. Mosrs anfwered, Lorn, en- 
large my breaft, and make what thou haft com- 
manded me eafy unto me: and loofe the knot of my 
tongue, that they may underftand my fpeech®. And 
give me a counfellor ‘of my family;namely, Aaron, 
my brother. Gird up my loins by him, and make 
him my colleague inthe bufinefs; that we may praife 
thee greatly,and may remembcr thee often: for thou 


* And I have other ufes for it.] 
Asto drive away wild beafts from 
wy flock, to carry my bottle of water 
on, to ftick up and hang my upper 
garment on to fhade me from the fun; 
and feveral other ufes enumerated by 
the commentators. 

Y It became a ferpent.] Which was 
at firft no bigger than the rod, but af- 
terwards {welled to a prodigious fize 


3). 

( \ Take hold on it, and fear not. ] 
When Mofes faw the ferpent move 
about with great nimblenefs, and 
fwallow ftones and trees, he was great- 
ly terrified, and fled from it; but re- 
covering his courage at thefe words of 
Gop, he had the boldnefs to take the 
ferpent by the jaws (2). 

® See chap. vii. p. 205. 

> Loofe the knot of my tongue, &c. } 
For Mofes had an impediment in his 


(3) Al Berpawt. 


(2) Idem. 


fpeech, which was occafioned by the 
following accident. Pharaohonce day 
carrying him in his arms, when a 
child, he fuddenly laid hold of his 
beard, and plucked it ina very rough 
manner, which put Pharaoh into fuch 
a paffion, that he ordered him to be 
put te death: but Afia, his wife, re- 
prefenting to him that he was but a 
child, who could not diftinguifh be- 
tween a burning coal and a ruby, he 
ordered the experiment to be made ; 
and a live coal anda ruby being fet 
before Mofes, he took the coal, and 
put it into his mouth, and burnt his 
tongue; and thereupon he was par- 
doned. This isa Jewith ftory, a little 
altered (3). 

¢ Acounfellor.] The Arabic word 
is Wazir, which fignifies one who has 
the chief adminiftration of atfairs under 
a prince. 


(3) V. Shalfh, Hakkab. p. 11. 


regardeft 
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regardeft us. GOD replied, Now haft thou obtained 
thy requeft, O Mosss: and we have heretofore been 
gracious unto thee, anothcr time, when we revealed 
unto thy mother that which was revealed unto her’, 
faying, Put him into the ark, and caft him into the 
river, and the river fhall throw him on the fhore; 
and my enemy and hisenemy fhall take him and bring 
him up‘: and I beftowed on thee love from me‘; 
that thou mighteft be bred up under my eye. When 
thy fifter went and faid, Shall I bring you unto one 
who will nurfe the child? So we returned thee unto 
thy mother, that her mind might be fet at eafe, and 
that fhe might not be affli€ted. And thou fleweft a 
foul, and we delivered thee from trouble’; and we 
proved thee by feveral trials’: and afterwards thou 


@ When we revealed unto thy mo- 
ther, &c.] The commentators are not 
agreed by what means this revelation 
was made; whether by private in- 
{piration, by a dream, i a prophet, 
or by an angel. 

¢ Put him into the ark, &c.] 
The commentators fay, that his mo- 
ther accordingly made an ark of the 
papyrus, and pitched it, and put in 
fome cotton; and having laid the 
child therein, committed it to the 
river, a branch of which went into 
Pharaoh's garden: that the ftream 
carricd the ark thither into a fifh- 
pond, at the head of which Pharaoh 
was then fitting, with his wife Afia, 
the daughter of Mozahem; and 
that the king, having commanded 
it to be taken up a opened, and 
finding in it a beautiful child, took 
a a to it, and ordered it to be 
brought up (1). 

Some writers mention a miracu- 
lous prefervation of Mofes before he 
was put into the ark; and tell us, 
that his mother having hid him from 
Pharaoh’s officers in an oven, his 
filter, in her mother’s abfence, kin- 
dled a large fire in the oven to heat 
it, not knowing the child was there, 


(3) Al Berpawt. (2) 
(4) Idem. 


Arnu'LFepa, &c, 
(5) Shalih. Hakkab. p. 21. 


but that he was afterwards taken out 
unhurt (2). 

f I beftowed on thee love from 
me.} That is, I infpired the love of 
thee into the hearts of thofe who faw 
thee, and particularly into the heart 
of Pharaoh. 

® When thy fifter went, &c.] 
The Mohammedans pretend that {e- 
veral nurfes were brought, but the 
child refufed to take the breaft of 
any, till his fifter Miriam, who went 
to learn news of him, told them fhe 
would find a nurfe, and brought his 
mother (3). 

h Thou flewe& a foul, and we de- 
livered thee from trouble.}] Moles 
killed an Epyptian, in defence of an 
I{raelite, and efcaped the danger of 
being punifhed for it, by flying to 
Midian, which was eight days jour- 
ney diftant from Mefr. (4): 

The Jews pretend he was attu- 
ally imprifoned for the fact, and con- 
demned to be beheaded; but that, 
when he fhould have fuffered, his 
neck became as hard as ivory, and 
the {word rebounded on the exccu- 
tioner (5). : 

i We proved thee by various tri- 
als.] For he was obliged to pre 

ov 


(3) Al 
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didft dwell fome years* among the inhabitants of 
Manian. Then thou cameft hither according to 
our decree, O Moses; and I have chofen thee for 
myfelf: wherefore go thou and thy brother’ with my 
figns; and be not negligent in remembering me. 
Go ye unto Puaraon, for he is exceffively impious : 
and fpeak mildly unto him; peradventure he will 
confider, or will fear our threats. They anfwered, 
O Lorn, verily we fear left he be precipitately vio- 
lent againft us, or left he tranfgrefs more exorbitantly. 
GOD replied, Fear not; for I am with you: I will 
hear and will fee. Go ye therefore unto him, and 
fay, Verily we are the meffengers of thy Lorp: 
wherefore fend the children of Israz. with us, and do 
not afflié&t them. Now are we come unto thee with 
a fign from thy Lorp: and peace be upon him who 
fhall follow the true dire€&tion. Verily it hath been 
revealed unto us, that a punifhment fhall be infli€ted 
on him who fhall charge us with impofture, and fhall 
turn back. And when they had delivered their mefflage, 
Puaraon faid, Who is your Lorp, O Moses? He 
anfwered, Our Lorp is he who giveth all things: he 
hath created them, and direéteth them by his provi- 
dence. Puaraon faid, What therefore is the condi. 
tion of the former generations"? Mosss anf{wered, 
The knowledge thereof is with my Lorp, in the 
book of his decrees: my Lorperreth not, neither 
doth he forget. It is he who hath fpread the earth 
as a bed for you, and hath made you paths therein ; 
and who fendeth down rain from heaven, whereby 
we caufe various kinds of vegetables to {pring forth; 


don his country and his friends, 
and to travel fevera]l days, in great 
terror and want of neceffary piovi- 
fions, to feck a refuge among ftrang- 
ers; and was afterwards forced 
to ferve for hire to gain a livelie 
hood. 
* Some years.} i. e. Ten (1). 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


1 Go thou and thy brother.] Aaron 
being by this time come out to meet 
his brother, either by divine infpi- 
ration, or having notice of his dive 
to return to Egypt (2). 

™ What is the condition of the for- 
mer generations?] Viz. as to hap 
pinefs or mifery after death. 


(2) Idem. 
faying, 


CHAP. 20.. AL KORAN. 143. 


faying, Eat of part, and feed your cattle with other part 
thereof. Verily herein are figns unto thofe who are 
endued with underftanding. Out of the ground have 
we created you ; and to the fame will we caufe you to 
return, and we will bring you forth from thence ano- 
ther time. And we fhewed Puaraoun all our figns 
which we had empowered Mosss to perform: but he 
accufed him of impofture, and refufed to believe ; and 
he faid, Art thou come unto us, that thou mayeft dif- 
poffefs us of our land by thy enchantments, O Moszs? 
Verily we will meet thee with the hike enchantments : 
wherefore fix an appointment between us and thee; we 
will not fail it, neither fhalt thou, in an equal place. 
Mosss anf{fwered, Let your appointment be on the day 
of your folemn feaft"; and let the people be affembled 
in open day. And Puaraon turned away from Mo- 
sEs,and gathered together the moft expert magicians,to 
execute his ftratagem; and then came to the appoint- 
ment. Moszs faid unto them, Woe be unto you! 
Do not devife a lie againft Gop’, left he utterly 
deftroy you by fome judgment: for he fhall not 
profper who devifeth lies. And the magicians dif- 
puted concerning their affair among themf{elves, and 
difcourfed in private: and they faid, Thefe two are 
certainly magicians: they feek to difpoffefs you of 
your land by their forcery: and to lead away with 
them your chiefeft and moft confiderable men. Where- 
fore colle& all your cunning, and then come in or- 
der: for he fhall profper this day, who {hall be fu- 
perior, They faid, O Moses, whether wilt thou 
caft down thy rod firft, or fhall we be the firft who 
caft down our rods? He anfwered, Do ye caft down 
your rods firft. And behold, their cords and their 
rods appeared unto him, by their enchantment, to 
tun aboutlike ferpents’ : wherefore Mosgs sean 

ear 


® The day of the folemn feaft. his name are the effeéts of magic 
Which was probably the fill day o P Their cords and their rods feemed 
their new year. unto him, by their enchantments, to 

° Do not devife alice againt Gop.] run about like ferpents.] They rubbed 
@y faying the miracles performed in thems 
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fear in his heart. But we faid unto him, Fear not; for 
thou fhalt be fuperior: therefore caft down the rod 
which is in thy right hand; and it fhall fwallow up 
the feeming ferpents which they have made: for what 
they have made Is only the deceit of an enchanter ; 
and an enchanter fhall not profper, whitherfoever he 
cometh. And the magicians, when they faw the mi- 
racle which Moses performed, fell down and wor- 
fhipped, faying, We believe in the Lorp of Aaron 
and of Moses. Puaraou faid unto them, Do ye 
believe in him before I give you permiffion? Verily 
this is your mafter, who hath taught you magic. But 
J will furely cut off your hands and your feet on the 
oppofite fides; and I will crucify you on trunks of 
palm-trees*: and ye fhall know which of us is more 
fevere in punifhing, and can longer protra& your 
pains. They anfwered, We will by no means have 
greater regard unto thee, than unto thofe evident 
miracles which have been fhewn us, or than unto 
him who hath created us. Pronounce therefore that 
fentence againft us which thou art about to pronounce: 
for thou canft only give fentence as to this prefent 
life. Verily we believe in our Lorp, that he may 
forgive us our fins, and the forcery which thou hatft 
forced ustoexercife: for Gop is better toreward, and 
more able to prolong punifhment, than thou. Verily 
whofoever fhall appear before his Lonp-on the day of 
judgment, polluted with crimes, fhall have hell for his 
reward ; he fhall not die therein, neither fhall he live. 
But whoever fhall appear before him, having been a 
true believer, and fhall have worked righteoufnefs ; 
for thefe are prepared the higheft degrees ofhappinefs ; 
namely, gardens of perpetual abode’, which fhall be 
watered by rivers; they fhall remain therein for ever: 
and this fhall be the reward of him who fhall be pure. 


them over with quickfilver, which 9 See ibid. p. 207. 

being wrought upon by the heat of * Gardens of perpetual abode. } 
the fun, caufed them to move(1). See Literally, gardens of Eden, See chap. 
chap. 7. g. p. 206, 


(:) Al Berpaws, 


And 
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And we fpake by revelation unto Moszs, faying, 
Go forth with my fervants out of Ecypr by night; 
and {mite the waters with thy rod, and make them a 
dry path through the fea*: be not apprehenfive of 
Puaraoun’s overtaking thee; neither be thou afraid. 
And when Mosss had done fo, PHaraon followed 
them with his forces; and the waters of the fea 
which overwhelmed them, overwhelmed them. And 
Piaraou caufed his people to err, neither did he 
dirc& them aright. Thus, O children of IsrazL, we 
delivered you from your enemy; and we appointed 
you the right fide of mount S1nai to difcourfe with 
Mosgs, and to give him the law: and we caufed man- 
na and quails to defcend upon you‘, faying, Eat of 
the good things which we have given you for food; 
and tranfgrefs not therein”, left my indignation fall 
on you: and on whomfover my indignation fhall fall, 
he fhall go down headlonginto perdition. But I will 
be gracious unto him who fhall repent and believe, 
and fhall do that which is right; and who fhall be 
rightly dire€ted. What hath caufed thee to haften 
from thy people, O Moszs, to receive the law”? 
He anfwered, Thefe follow clofe on my footfteps ; 
but I have haftened unto thee, O Lorp, that thou 
mighteft be well pleafed with me. GOD faid, We 
have already made a trial of thy people, fince thy de- 
parture*; and at Sameri’ hath feduced them to 

idolatry. 


* A dry path throughthe fea.] The 


Gop, while they were at fome, though 


Cerne add, that the fea was di- 
vided into twelve feparate paths, one 
for cach tribe (1): a fable borrowed 
from the Jews Bt 

* See chap. ii. p. 11. 

“ Tranfgrefs not thercin.] By ingra- 
titude, excefs, or infolent behaviour. 

w What hath caufed thee to haften 
from thy people, &c.] For Mofes, it 
{eems, outwent the feventy elders, who 
had been chofen, in obedience to the 
divine command, to accompany him 
to the mount (3), and appeared before 


no great diftance behind him. 

* Since thy departure.] They con- 
tinued in the worfhip of the true Gop 
for the firft twenty days of Motes’s 
abfence, which, by taking the nights 
alfo into their reckoning, they com- 
puted to be forty, and at their expira- 
tion concluded they had ftaid the full 
time which Mofes had commanded 
them, and fo fell into the worthip of 
the golden calf (4). 

¥ Al a 
proper name; 


This was not his 
ut he had this ap- 


(1) Al Berpawt, ABULFED. jn Hift. (2) V. R. Evtezer, Pirke, c. 42. 


(3) See chap. ii. p, 12. chap. vii. p, a Se: 


VOL. U1. 


Al Bripawt. 
(4) pellation 
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idolatry. Wherefore Moszs returned unto his people’ 
in great wrath, and exceedingly afflicted. And he 
faid, O my people, had not your Lorp promifcd 
you a moft excellent promife*? Did the time of my 
abfence feem long unto you? Or did ye defire that 
indignation from your Lorp fhould fallon you,and 
therefore failed to keep the promife which ye made 
me? They anfwered, We have not failed in what we 
promifed thee of our own authority; but we were 
made to carry in feveral loads of gold and filvcr, of 
the ornaments of the people”, and we caft them into 
the fire; and in like manner av Samenri alfo caft in 
what he had colle&ted, and he produced unto them a 
corporeal calf*, which lowed. And at Samer andhis 


pellation, becaufe he was of a certain 
tribe, among the Jews, called Sa- 
maritans, (whercin the Mohammedans 
ftrangcly betray their ignorance in 
hiftory;) though fome fay he was a 
profelyte, but a hypocritical one, and 
orig:nally of Kirman. or fome other 
country. His true name was Molics, 
or Mifa, Ebn Dhafar (1). 

Selden is of opinion that this perfon 
was no other than Aaron himielf, 
(who wasrcally the maker of the calf,) 
and that he is here called al Sameri, 
from the Hebrew verb, Shamar, to keep 
(2); becaufe he was the keeper or 
guardian of the children of Ifrael 
during his brother’s abfence in the 
mount; which is a very ingenious con- 
jefture, not abfolutely inconfiftent 
with the text of the Koran, (though 
Mohammed feems to have miftaken al 
Sameri for thename of a different per- 
fon,) and offers amuch more probable 
origin of that appellation, than to de- 
vive it, as the Mohammedans do, 
from the Samaritans, who were not 
formed imtea people, nor bore that 
name till many ages after. 

5 Mofes retumed unto his people. ] 
Viz. after he had completed hie forty 
days ftay in the mount, and had re- 


ccived the law (3). 

2 A moft excellent promife.} i. e. 
The law, containing a light and cer 
tain direétion to guide you inthe right 
way. 

* The ornaments of the people. } 
Thefe ornaments were rings, bracelets, 
and the like, which the Ifraclites had 
borrowed of the Egyptians, under 
pretence of decking theinfelves out tor 
fome feaft, and had not returned to 
them; or, as fome think, what they 
had itripped from the dead bodies of 
the Egyptians, caft on fhoreby the fea; 
and al Sameri, conceiving them un- 
lawful to be kept, and the occafion of 
much wickednefs, perfuaded Aaron 
to let him colle& them from the 
people; which being done, he threw 
them all into the fire, to melt them 
down into one mais (4 

It it obfervable that the Moham- 
medans generally {uppofe the caft me- 
tal’s coming forth inthe fhape of a calf, 
was befide the expeétation of al Sa- 
meri, who had not made a mould of 
that figure; and that when Aaron cx- 
cufes himfelf to his brother, in the 
Penta euch, he feems as if he would 
perfuade him it was an accident (5). 

* See chap. vii. p. 212. note®. 


(1) AlBerpaws. (2) Seupen. de DiisSyris, Synt. 1. c. 4. (3) Al Berpawr. 
(4) Idem. V. D’Hergec. Bibl. Orient. p. 650. and Kor. chap ii p. 10. not.¥, 


(5) See Exod. xxxii. 24. 


companions 
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companions faid, This is your god, and the god of 
Moses; but he hath forgotten him, and is gonc to 
feek fome other. Did thcy not therefore fee that their 
ido] returned them no anfwer, and was not able to 
caufe them either hurt or profit? And Aaron had 
faid untothem bcfore,O my people, verily ye are only 
proved by this calf; for your Lorp is the Merciful : 
wherefore follow me, and obey my command. They 
anfwered, We will by no means ceafe to be devoted 
to its worfhip, until Moszs return unto us. And 
when Mosss was returned, he faid, O Aaron, what 
hindered thee, when thou faweft that they wentaftray, 
that thou didft not follow me‘? Haft thou there- 
fore been difobedient to my command? Aaron an- 
fwercd, O fon of my mother, drag me not by my 
beard, nor by the hair of my head. Verily I feared 
left thou fhouldeft fay, Thou haft made a divifion 
among the children of Israzx, and thou haft not ob- 
ferved my faying’. Moses faid unto at SameRi, 
What was thy defign, O Sameri? He anfwered, I 
faw that which they faw not‘; wherefore I took a 
handful of duft from the footfteps of the meffenger of 
GOD, and I caft it into the molten calf®; for fo did 
my mind dire&t me. Moses faid, Get thee gone ; 
for thy punifhment in this life fhall be, that thou fhalt 


¢ That thou didft not follow me. ] 
By thefe words Moies reprehends 
Aaron for not feconding his zeal in 
taking arms againfi the idolaters; or 
for not coming after him to the moun- 
tain, to acquaint him with their re- 
bellion. 

© Left thou fhouldeft fay, Thou 
haft made a divifion among the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, and haft not kept my 
laying. ] i. e. Left if J had taken arms 
againil the worfhippers of the calf, thou 
fhouldeft {ay that I had raifed a fedi- 
tion; or if I had gone after thee, thou 
fhouldeft blame me for abandoning 
my charge, and not waiting thy return 


to rectify what was amifs, 

f I faw that which they faw not. ] 
Or, I knew that which they knew 
not; viz. that the meffenger fent to 
thee from Gop, was a pure {pirit, 
and that his foot{teps gave life to what- 
ever they touched ; being no other 
than the angel Gabriel, mounted on 
the horie of life; and therefore I made 
ufe of the duft of his feet to animate 
the molten calf. It is taid, al Sameri 
knew the angel, becaufe he had faved 
and taken care of him when a child, 
and expofed by his mother for fear ot 
Pharaoh (1). 

8 See chap. ii. p. 10. not. § 


(1) AlBzrpaw1, JALLavo'ppIN, 
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fay unto thofe who fhall meet thee, Touch me not”: 
and a threat isdenounced againft thee of more terrible 
pains, in the life tocome,which thou fhalt by nomcans 
efcape. And behold now thy god, to whofe worfhip 
thou haft continued affiduoufly devoted: verily we 
will burn it'; and we will reduce it to powder, and 
{catter it in the fea. Your Gop is the true Gop, be- 
fides whom therc is no other god: he comprchendeth 
all things by his knowledge. Thus do we recite unto 
thee, O Mouammep, relations of what hath paffed 
heretofore; andwe havc givcn thee an admonition from 
us. He who fhall turn afide from it, fhall furely carry 
a load of guilt on the day of refurreétion: they fhall 
continue thereunder for ever; and a grievous burthen 
fhallit be untothem onthe day ofrefurreétion*. Onthat 
day the trumpet fhall be founded; and we will gather 
the wicked together on that day, having grey eyes’. 
They fhall fpeak with a low voice to one another, 
faying, Ye have not tarried™ above ten days. We 
well know what they will fay; when the mofl con- 
{picuous among thcm for behaviour fhall fay, Ye 
have not tarried above one day. They will afk thee 


Crap. 20 


h Thou fhalt fay to thofe who 
fhall meet thee, Touch me not.] Left 
they infe& thee with a burning fe- 


ver: for that was the confequence of 


have any commerce with them, or any 
other ftrangers (3). 

! We will burn ee Or, as the 
word may alfo be tranflated, We will 


any man’s touching him, and the fame 
happened to the perfons he touched ; 
for which reafon he was obliged to 
avoid al] communication with others, 
and was alfo fhunned by them, 
wandering in the defart like a wild 
beaft (1). 

Hence jt is concluded that a tribe 
of Samaritan Jews, faid to inhabit 
a certain ifle in the Red Sea, are the 
defcendants of our al Sameri; be- 
caufe it is their peculiar mark of dif- 
tinétion, at this day, to ufe the fame 
words, viz. La mefas, i. e. Touch 
me not, to thofe they meet (2) It 
1s not improbable that this ftory may 
owe its rife to the known hatred 
borne by the Samaritans to the Jews, 
and their fuperftiuous avoiding to 


41) AlBerpawi, &c.(2) V. Geogr. Nub. p. 45. 
(4) Al Bexspawi, Jawuart. in Lex. 


file it down; but the other is the more 
received interpretation. 

k See chap. vi. p. 159, 160. 

! Having grey ceyes.] For this, 
with the Arabs, is one mark of an cne- 
my, ora ge they abominate; to 
fay a man has a black liver, (though I 
think we exprefs our averfion by the 
term white-livered,) reddith whifkers, 
and grey eyes, being a periphrafis for 
a foc, and particularly a Greek, which 
nation were the moft inveterate enc 
mics of the Arabs, and have ufually 
hair and eyes of thofe colours (4). 
The original word, however, figni- 
fies alfo thole who are fquint-eyed, or 
even blind of a fuffufion. 

™ Ye have not tarricd.} viz. In 
the world; os, in the grave. 


(3) V. Se_pen. ubi fup. 


concerning 
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concerning the mountains: Anfwer, My Lorp will 
reduce them to duft, and {catter them abroad"; and 
he will leave them a plain equally extended: thou 
fhalt fee no part of them higher or lower than another. 
On that day mankind fhall follow the angel who will 
call them to judgment’, none fhall have power to 
turn afide from him; and their voices fhall be low 
before the Merciful, neither fhalt thou hear any 
more than the hollow found of their feet. On that 
day the interceffion of.none fhall be of advantage 
unto another, except the interceffion of him to 
whom the Merciful fhall grant permiffion ’, and who 
fhall be acceptable unto him in what he faith, GOD 
knoweth that which is before them, and that which 
is behind them; but they comprehend not the fame 
by their knowledge: and their faces fhall be hum- 
bled * before the living, the felf-fubfifting GOD; and 
he fhall be wretched who fhall bear his iniquity. 
But whofoever fhall do good works, being a true 
believer, fhall not fear any injuftice, or any dimi- 
nution of his reward from GOD. and thus have 
we fent down this book, being a Koran in the 
Arabic tonguc ; and we havcinferted various threats 
and promifes therein, that nen may fear GOD, or 
that it may awaken fome confideration in them; 
wherefore Iet Gop be highly exalted, the King, the 
Truth ? Benot over-hafty in receiving or repeating the 
Koran, before the revelation thereof be completed 
unto thee’; and fay, Lorn, increafe my knowledge. 
We heretofore gave a command unto Apam; but 


© Sce the Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV, 
p- 108, 109. 

° See ibid. p. 111. 

P Except the interceflion of him. ] 
Or, Except unto him, &c. See chap. 
XIX. p. 137. 

4 Their faces fhall be humbled. ] 
The original word properly expreffes 
the humility and deje&ed looks of 
Captives in the prefence of their con- 
qucror, 


* Be not aver-hafty in receiving or 
repeating the Koran, &c.] Mohain- 
med is here commanded notto be am- 
patient at any delay in Gabriel’s bring- 
ing the divine revelations, or not to 
repeat it too faft after the angel, fo as 
to overtake him before he had finfhed 
the pailage. But fome fuppole the 
prohibition relates to the publifhing 
any verfe before the fame was perfectly 
explained to him (a). 


(3) Al Berpawt, JALLALO’DDIN. 


K 3 


he 
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he forgot the fame‘, and eat of the forbidden fruit ; 
and we found not in him a firmrefolution. And re- 
member when we faid untothe angels, Worfhip ye 
Apam; and they worfhipped him: but Esxis re- 
fufed'. And we faid, O Apvam, verily this is an 
enemy unto thee, and thy wife: wherefore beware 
left he turn you out of paradife; for then fhalt thou 
be miferable, Verily we have made a provifion for 
thee, that thou fhalt not hunger therein, neither fhalt 
thou be naked; and there is alfoa provifion made for 
thee, that thou fhalt not thirft therein, neither fhalt 
thou be incommoded by heat. But Saran _ whil- 
pered evil fuggeitions unto him, faying, O Anam, 
fhall I guide thee to the tree of eternity, anda king- 
dom which faileth not? And they both eat thereof: 
and their nakednefs appeared unto them; and they 
began to few together the leaves of paradife, to co- 
ver themfelves*. And thus Anam became difobedi- 
ent unto his Lorn, and was feduced. Afterwards his 
Lorp accepted him, on his repentance, and was 
turned unto him, and dire€&ted him. And GOD faid, 
Get ye down hence, all of you: the one of you fhall 
be an enemy unto the other. But hereafter fhall a 
dire&lion come unto you from me™: and whofoever 
fhall follow my direétion, fhall not err, ncither fhall 
he be unhappy; but whofoever fhall turn afide from 
my admonition, verily he fhall lead a miferable lifc, 
and we will caufe him to appear before us on the day 
of refurreélion blind*. .And he fhall fay, O Lorn, 
Why haft thou brought me before thee blind, whereas 
before I faw clearly? GOD fhall anfwer, Thus have 
we done, becaufe our figns came untothce, and thou 
didit forget them ; and in the fame manner fhalt thou 


* He forgot. ] Adam fo foon forget- 
ting the divine command, has occa- 
fioned fome Arab etymologifts to de- 
rive the word Insan, i. e. man, from 
Nafiya, to forget; and has alfo given 
rife to the following proverbial fay- 
ing, Awwalo nafin awwalo’nnafi; that 


is, The firft forgetful perfon was the 


firft of men; alluding to the like found 
of the words. 

* Sec chap. ii p. 7, &c. and chap, 
vil. p. 187, &c. 

» See chap. vii. p. 188, 189. 

W See chap. ii. p. 8. 

* See the Prelim. Dif. Seét. IV. 
p- 312. 


be 
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be forgotten this day. And thus will we reward him 
who fhall be negligent, and fhall not believe in the 
figns of his Lorn: and the punifhment of the life to 
come fhall be more fevere, and more lafting, than 
the punifhment of this life. Are not the Meccans 
therefore acquainted how many generations we have 
deftroyed before them; in whofe dwellings they 
walk’? Verily herein are figns unto thofe who are 
enducd with underftanding. And unlefs a decree had 
previoufly gone forth from thy Lor» for their refpite, 
verily their deftru€tion had neceffarily followed; but 
there is a certain time determined by GOD for their 
punifhment. Wherefore do thou, O Monammen, 
patiently bear that which they fay ; and celebrate the 
praife of thy Lorp before the rifing of the fun, and 
before the fetting thereof, and praife him in the hours 
of the night, and in the extremities of the day’; that 
thou mayeft be well pleafed with the profpett of re- 
ceiving favour from GOD. And caft not thine eyeson 
that which we have granted divers of the unbelievers 
to enjoy, namely, the {plendor of this prefent life*, 
that we may prove them thereby: for the provifion of 
thy Lorn’? is better and more permanent. Command 
thy family to obferve prayer; and do thou perfevere 
thercin. We require not of thee that thou labour to 
gain neceflary provifions for thy felfand family:we will 
provide for thec; for the profperous iffue fhall attend 
on piety *. The unbelievers fay, Unlefs he come unto 


Y In whofe dwellings they walk.] joy, &c.] That is, Do not envy or 


Seeing the footfteps of their deftruc- 
tion; as of the tribes of Ad and 
Thamid. 

* The extremities of the day.] i.e. 
Evening and moming; which times 
are repeated as the principal hours of 
prayer. But fome fuppote thele words 
intend the prayer of noon; the firit 
half of the an ending, and the tecond 
half beginning, at that time (1). 

* Cait not thine eyes on that which 
we have granted divers of them to en- 


covet their pomp and prolperity in 
this world (2°. 

b The provifion of thy Lorn } 
viz. the reward laid up for thee in 
the next life; or the gift of prophecy, 
and the revelations with which Goo 
has favoured thee. 

© Itis faid that when Mohammed's 
family were in any ftrait or afiliction, 
he ufed to order them to go to pray- 
ers, and to repeat this verie (3). 


(1) Al Berpawi, &c. (2) Seechap.xv. p. 74. n0t.%. (3) Al Brrpawr, 
K 4 us 
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us with a fign from his Lorp, we will not believe on 
him. Hath not a plain declaration come unto them, 
of that which is contained in the former volumes of 
{cripture, by the revelation of the Koran? If we had 
deftroyed them by a judgment before the fame had 
been revealed, they would have faid, at the refur- 
re€lion, O Lorp, how could we believe fince thou 
didft not fend unto us an apoftle, that we might fol- 
low thy figns, before we were humbled and covered 
with fhame? Say, Each of us wait the iffue: wait 
therefore; for ye fhall furely know hereafter who 
have been the followers of the even way, and who 
hath been rightly direéted. 


CHAP. XXL. 
Intitled, The Prophets’; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Goo. 


XVIL "T HE time of giving up their account draweth 
nigh unto the people of Mecca; while they 

are funk in negligence, turning afide from the confide - 
ration thereof. No admonition cometh unto them 
from their Lorn, being lately revealed in the Koran, 
but when they hear it, they turn it to fport: their 
hearts are taken up with delights. And they who 
aft unjuftly, difcourfe privately together, faying, Is 
this MouAmMED any more than a man like your- 
felves? Will ye therefore come to hear a piece of 
forcery, when ye plainly perceive itto befo? Say, My 
Lorp knoweth whatever is fpoken jn heaven and on 
earth: it is he who heareth and knoweth. But they 
fay, The Koran is a confufed heap of dreams: nay, 
he hath forged it; nay, he is a poet: let him come 
unto us therefore with fome miracle, in like manner 
as the former prophets were fent. None of the cities 


“The chapter bears this title, feveral of the ancient prophets are 
becaufe fome particulars relating to _ here recited. 


which 
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which we have deftroyed, believed the miracles which 
they faw performed before them: will thefe therefore 
believe if they fee a miracle? We fent none as our 
apoftles before thee, other than men, unto whom we 
revealed our will. Afk thofe who are acquainted 
with the f{cripture, if ye know not this. We gave 
them not a body which could be fupported without 
their eating food; neither were they immortal. But 
we made good our promife unto them: wherefore 
we delivered them, and thofe whom we pleafed; but 
we deftroyed the exorbitant tranfgreffors. Now have 
we fent down unto you, O Korzisn, the book of 
the Koran; wherein there is honourable mention of 
you: will ye not therefore underftand? And how 
many cities have we overthrown, which were un- 
goldly; and caufed other nations to rife up after 
them? And when they felt our fevere vengeance, be- 
hold, they fled fwiftly from thofe cities. And the an- 
gels faid, {coffingly, untothem, Do not fly; but re- 
turn to that wherein ye delighted, and to your habi- 
tations: peradventure ye will be afked*. They an- 
{wered, Alas for us! Verily we have been unjuft’*. 
And this their lamentation ceafed not, until we had 
rendered them like corn which is mowed down, and 
utterly extin&. We created not the heavens and the 
earth, and that which is between them, by way of 
{fport*. If we had pleafed to take diverfion, verily 


* Peradventure ye will be afked.]} 
i.e. Concerning the prefent pofture 
of affairs, by way of confultation; 
or, that ye may be examined as to 
your decds, that ye may receive the 
reward thereof (1). 

f They anfwered Woe unto us, &c. ] 
It is related that a prophet was fent 
to the inhabitants of certain towns 
in Yaman, but, inftead of hearken- 
ing to his remonftrances, they killed 
him: upon which Gop delivered 
them into the hands of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who put them to the fword; 


a voice at the fame time crying from 
heaven, Vengeance for the blood of 
the prophets! Upon which they re- 
pented, and ufed the words of this 
patllage. 

® We have not created the heavens 
and earth by way of fport.} But for 
the manifeftation of our power and 
wildom to people of uaderiandiigs 
that they may ferioufly confider the 
wonders of the creation, and dircé 
their actions to the attainment of future 
happinefs, negle&ting the vain pom 
gan decting pleafures of this world, . 


(1) Al Barpaws, JALLALO’DDIN, a ZAMAKHe 


we 
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we had taken it with that which befeemeth us’; if we 
had refolved to have done this. But we will oppofe 
truth to vanity, and it fhall confound the fame; and 
behold, it fhall vanifh away. Woe be unto you, for 
that which yeimpioufly utter concerning GOD! fince 
whoever is in heaven and on earth is fubjeét unto 
him; and the angels who are in his prefence do not 
infolently difdain his fervice, neither are they tired 
therewith. They praife him night and day: they 
faint not. Have they taken gods from the earth? 
Shall they raife the dead to life? If there were either 
in heaven or on earth gods befides Gop, verily both 
would be corrupted‘. But far be that which they 
utter from Gop, the Lorp of the throne! No ac- 
count fhall be demanded of him for what he fhall 
do; but an account fhall be demanded of them. 
Have they taken other gods befides him? Say, Pro- 
duce your proof thereof. This is the admonition of 
thofe who are contemporary with me, and the admo- 
nition of thofe who have been before me“: but 
the greater part of them know not the truth, and 
turn afide from the fame. We have fent no apoftle 
before thee, but we revealed unto him that there is 
no god befides myfelf: wherefore ferve me. They 
fay, the Merciful hath begotten iffue; and the angels 
are his daughters’. Gop forbid! They are his ho- 


* With that which befeemeth us.] 
Viz. we had fought our pleafure 
in our own perfeétions; or, in the 
{piritual beings which are in our im- 
mediate prefence; and not in raifin 
of material buildings, with painted 
roofs, and fine floors, which is the 
diverfion of man. 

Some think the original word tranf- 
Jated diverhon, fignifies, in this place, 
a wife, or a child; and that the 
paffage is particularly levelled againft 
the Chriftians { 13 

4 Both would be cprrupted.] That 
is, the whole creation would necef- 
farily fall into confufion, and be 


overturned, by the competition of 
fuch mighty antagonifts, 

¥ This is the admonition of thofe 
who are contemporary with me, and 
of thofe who have been before me.] 
i.e. This is the conftant doérine 
of all the facred books; not only of 


’ the Koran, but of thofe which were 


revealed in former ages; all of them 
bearing witnels to the great and 
fundamental truth of the unity of 


OD. 
! This pafflage was revealed on 
account of the Khozaites, who held 
Pe angels to be the daughters of 
OD. : 


(1) Al Berpawi, &c. 


noured 
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noured fervants: they prevent him not in any thing 
which they fay”; and they execute his command. 
He knoweth that which ts before them, and that 
which is behind them: they fhall not intercede for 
any, except for whom it fhall pleafe him; and they 
tremble for fear of him. Whoever of them fhall 
fay, I am a god befides him; that angel will we re- 
ward with hell: for fo will we reward the unjuft. Do 
not the unbelievers therefore know, that the heavens 
and the earth were folid, and we clave the fame in 
funder’; and made every living thing of water? 
Will they not therefore believe? And we placed {table 
mountains on the earth, left it fhould move with 
them°; and we made broad paffages between them 
for paths, that they might be direéted in their jour- 
nies: and we made the heaven a roof well fupported. 
Yet they turn afide from the figns thereof, not confi- 
dering that they are the workmanfhip of GOD. It is 
he who hath created the night, and the day, and the 
fun, and the moon ; all the celeftial bodies move {wift- 
ly, each in its refpe&tive orb. We have not granted 
unto any man before thee, eternal permanency in this 
world; if thou die therefore, will they be immortal ?? 
Every foul fhall tafte of death: and we will prove 
you with evil, and with good, fora trial of you; and 
unto us fhall ye return. When the unbelievers fee 
thee, they receive thee only with {coffing, faying, Is 
this he who mentioneth your gods with contempt? 


™ They prevent him not in any 
thing which they fay.] i. e. They pre- 
fume not to fay any thing until he 
hath ipoken it; behaving as fervants 
who know their duty. 

" The heavens and the earth were 
folid, and we clave the fame in fun- 
der,} That is, They were one con- 
tinued mais of matter, till we fepa- 
Tated them, and divided the heaven 
into feven heavens, and the earth into 
as many ftories; and diftinguifhed 
the various orbs of the one, and the 
different climates of the other, &c. 


Or, as fome chufe to tranflate the 
words, The heavens and the earth 
were fhut up, and we opened the 
fame; their meaning being, that the 


‘heavens did not rain, nor the earth 


produce vegetables, till Gop intere 
poled his aiibd (1). 

© See chap. xvi. p. 77. 

P If thou die therefore, will they 
be immortal?] This paffage was re- 
vealed when the infidels faid, We ex. 
pcét to fee Mohammed die, like the 
reft of mankind. 


(3) Al Berpawt, JALLALQ’DDIN. 
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Yet themfelves believe not what is mentioned to them 
of the Merciful’. Man is created of precipitation’. 
Hereafter will I fhew you my figns, fo that ye fhall 
not wilh them to be haftened. They fay, When will 
this threat be accomplifhed, if ye fpeak truth? If they 
who belicve not, knew that the time will furely come, 
when they fhall not be able to drive back the fire of 
hell from their faces, nor from their backs, neither 
fhall they be helped, they would not haften it. But 
the day of vengeance fhall come upon them fuddenly, 
and fhall ftrike them with aftonifhment: they fhall not 
be able to avert it; neither fhall they be refpited. 
Other apoftles have been mocked before thec: but the 
punifhment which they fcoffed at, fell upon fuch of 
them as mocked. Say unto the f{coffers, Who fhall 
fave you by night and by day from the Merciful? 
Yet they utterly negle& the remembrance of their 
Lorp. Have they gods who will defend them, befides 
us? They are not able to help themfelves; neither 
fhall they be affifted againft us by their companions. 
But we have permitted thefe men and their fathers to 
enjoy worldly profperity,fo long as life was continued 
unto them. Do they not perceive that we come unto 
the land of the unbelievers, and ftraiten the borders 
thereof? Shall they therefore be the conquerors? 
Say, I only preach unto you the revelation of GOD: 
but the deaf will not hear thy call, whenever they are 
preached unto. Yet if the leaft breath of the punifh- 
ment of thy Lorp touch them, thcy will furcly fay, 
Alas for us! verily we have been unjuft. We will 
appoint juft balances for the day of refurrcétion ; nei- 
ther fhall any foul be injured at all: Although the 
merit or guilt of an aétion be of the weight of a grain 
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@ Yet they believe not what is 
mentioned to them of the Merciful. ] 
Denying his unity; or rejecting his 
apottles, and the {criptures, which were 
given for their inftru€ion, and parti- 
cularly the Koran. 

* Man is created of precipitation. } 


(2) See chap, xvii. p. 97, &c. 


Being hafty and inconfiderate (1). 
It is iaid this paffage was revealed 
on account of al Nodar Ebn al Ha- 
reth, when he defired Mohammed to 
haften the divine vengeance with which 
he threatened the unbelievers (2). 


(¢) Al Berpawi. 


of 
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of muftard-feed only, we will produce it publicly ; and 
there will be fufficient accomptants with us. We for- 
merly gave unto Moses and Aaron the Law, being 
a diftin¢tion* between good and evil, anda light and 
admonition unto the pious, who fear their Lorp in 
fecret, and who dread the hour of judgment. And 
this book alfo is a bleffed admonition, which we have 
fent down from heaven: will ye therefore deny it? 
And we gave unto Asranan his dire€tion hereto- 
fore, and we knew him to be worthy of the revelations 
wherewith he was favoured. Remember when he faid 
unto his father, and his people, What are thefe 
images to which ye are fo entirely devoted*? They 
anfwered, We found our fathers worfhipping them. 
He faid, Verily both ye and your fathers have been 
in a manifeft error. They faid, Doft thou ferioufly 
tell us the truth; or art thou one who jefteft with 
us? He replied, Verily your Lorp is the Lorp 
of the heavens and the earth; it is he who hath 
created them: and I am one of thofe who bear 
witnefs thereof. By Gop, I will furely devife a 
plot againft your idols, after ye fhall have retired 
from them, and fhall have turned your backs. And 
in the peoples’ abfence he went into the temple where 
the idols ftood, and he brake them all in pieces, ex- 
cept the biggeft of them; that they might lay the 
blame upon that”. And when they were returned, and 

faw 


the temple: and when he had ac- 
complifhed his defign, that he might 
the more evidently convince them 
of their folly in worhipping them, 
he hung the axe with which he had 


* The diflin@ion.}] Arab. al For- 
kan. See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. III. 


P- 75- 
* His dire€&tion ] Viz. The Ten 
hooks of divine revelations which 


were given him (1). 

" See chap. 6. p. 169, 170, &c. 
chap. 19 p. 133. and chap. 3. p. 48. 

w And he brake them all in pieces, 
except the biggeft of them, &c.] 
Abraham took his opportunity to do 
this while the Chaldeans were abroad 
in the fields, celebrating a great fefti- 
val; and fome fay he hid himlelf in 


(1) See the Prelim. Dife. Set. IV. p. 97 
2 Meee a 


hewn and broken down the images 
on the neck of the chief idol, named, 
by fome writers, Baal; as if he had 
been the author of all the mif- 
chief (2). For this ftory, which, 
tho’ it be falfe, is not ill invented, 
Mohammed ftands indebted to the 
Jews, who tell it with a little vari- 
ation: for they fay Abraham per- 

formed 


(2) Al Berpaw:. JALLA- 


P Wenner de Rel. vet, Perf. c. 2. 
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faw the havock which had been made, they faid, 
Who hath done this to our gods? He Is certainly 
an impious perfon. And certain of them anfwered, 
We heard a young man fpeak reproachfully of 
them: he is named Asranam. They faid, Bring 
him therefore before the eyes of the people, that 
they may bear witnefs againft him. And when he 
was brought before the affembly, they faid unto 
him, Haft thou done this unto our gods, O Azra- 
HaMP He anfwered, Nay, that biggeft of them hath 
done it: But afk them, if they can fpeak. And they 
returned unto themfelves*, and -faid the one to the 
other, Verily ye are the impious perfons. Afterwards 
they relapfed into their former obftinacy ’, and faid, 
Verily thou knoweft that thefe fpeak not. ABRAHAM 
anfwered, Do ye therefore worfhip, befides Gon, that 
which cannot profit you at all, neither can it hurt 
you? Fie on you; and upon that which ye worfhip 
befides Gop! Do ye not underftand? They faid, 
Burn him, and avenge your gods: if ye do this, it 
will be well’. And when Asranam was caft into the 


formed this exploit in his father’s 
fhop, during his abfence; that Tcrah, 
on his return, demanding the occafion 
of the diforder, his fon told him that 
the idols had quarrelled, and fallen 
together by the ears, about an offer- 
ing of fine flour, which had been 
brought them by an old woman; and 
that the father, finding he could not 
infift on the impoffibility of what 
Abraham pretended, without con- 
fefling the impotence of his gods, fell 
into a violent paffion, and carried 
him to Nimrod, that he might be 
exemplarily punifhed for his info- 
lence (1). 

x They returned unto themfelves. ] 


(1) R. Gepau. in Shalfhel hakkab. 
(2) V. D’Herset. Bibl. Orient. Art. Dhokak. & ScuuL- 


c. 1. de idol. 


TENS, Indic. Geogr. in vit. Saladini, voce Curdi. 


p. 115. 


That is, they became fenfible of 
their folly. 

Y Afterwards they relapfed into their 
former obftinacy.| Literally, they 
were turned down upon their heads. 

2 They faid, Burn him, &c.] Per 
aiving the could not prevail againft 
Abraham by dint of argument, fays 
al Beid&wi, they had recourfe to per- 
{ecution and torments. The fone 
commentator tells us, the perfon who 
gave this counfel, was a Perfian Curd 
(2), named Heyyin, and that the 
earth opened and fwallowed him up 
alive. Some, however, fay it was 
Andefhan, a Magian prieft (3}; and 
others, that it was Nimrod himfelf, 


.8. V. Marmon. Yad. hazzaka. 
(3) V. D’Hexser. 


burning 
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burning pile, wefaid, O fire, bethoucold, and a pre- 
fervation unto AsrAHAM*. And they fought to lay 
a plot againft him: but we caufed them to be the 
fufferers*. And we delivered him and Lor, by 


® We faid, O fire, be thou cold, 
&c.] The commentators relate that, 
by Nimrod’s order, a large {pace was 
enclofed at Cutha, and filled with a 
vaft quantity of wood, which being 
{ct on fire, burned fo fiercely, that 
none dared to venture near it: then 
they hound Abraham, and putting 
him into an engine, (which fome {upe 
pofe to have been of the devil’s inven- 
tidn,) fhot him into the midft of the 
fire, from which he was preferved by 
the angel Gabriel, who was fent to 
his affiltance; the fire burning only the 
cords with which he was bound (1). 
They add, that the fire having mira- 
culoufly loft its heat, in re{pect to 
Abraham, became an odoriferous air, 
and that the pile changed to a pleafant 
meadow: though it raged fo furiaufly 
otherwife, that, according to fome 
writers, about two thoufand of the 
idolaters were confumed by it ( zt 

This ftory feems to have had no 
other foundation than that paffage of 
Mofes, where Gop is faid to have 
brought Abraham out of Ur of thee 
Chaldees (3) mifunderftood: which 
words the Jews, the moft trifling in- 
terpreters of fcripture, and fome mo- 
derns, who have followed them, have 
tranflated out of the fire of the Chal- 
dees; taking the word Ur, not for the 
po name of a city, as it really is, 

ut for an appellative, fignifying fire 
(4). However, it is a fable of fome 


bringing 


Chriftians; the twenty-fifth of the 
fecond Canin, or January, being fee 
apart in the Syrian calendar, for the 
commemoration of Abraham's being 
caft into the fire (5). 

The Jews alfo mention fome other 
perfecutions which Abraham under- 
went on account of his religion, pars 
ticularly aten years imprifonment (6): 
fome faying he was imprifoned by 
Nimrod (7); and others, by his fa- 
ther Terah (8). 

* We caufed them to be the lofers. } 
Some tell us that Nimrod, on feeing 
this miraculous deliverance from his 
palace, cried out, that he would make 
an offering to the Gop of Abraham ; 
and that he accordingly facrificed four 
thoufand kine (9). But, if he ever re- 
lented, he foon relap{ed into his for- 
mer infidelity; for he built a tower, 
that he might afcend to heaven to fee 
Abraham's Gon; which being overs 
thrown (10), ftill perfifting in his de- 
fign, he would be carried to heaven in 
a cheft, borne by four monftrous birds: 
but, after wandering for {ome time 
through the air, he fell down ona 
mountain with juch a force, that he 
made it fhake, whereto (as iome fan- 
cy) a pafflage in the Koran (11) al- 
ludes, which may be tranflated, Al- 
though their contrivances be fuch as 
to make the mountains tremble. 

Nimrod, difappointed in his de- 
fign of making war with Gop, turned 


his arms againft Abraham, who being 


antiquity, and credited not only by 
a great prince, raifed forces to defend 


the Jews, but by feveral of the caitern 


(1! Al Brrpawi, JAtzALo’ppin, &c. V. Moxcay’s Mahometifin 
expl. v.1. chap. iv. (2) The MS. Gofpel of Bamabas, ch, xxviii. (3) Genef. 
xv. 9. (4)V. Targ. Jonatu, & Hierofol. in Genef.c. xi. & xv. & Hynes, 
de Rel. vet. Pen. p. 74, &c. (5) V. Hype ibid. p. 73. (6) R. Exsez. 
Pirke, c. xxvi, &c. V. Matm. More Nev. 1. 3. ¢. xxix. (7) Glofla Talmud. 
in Gemar, Bava bathia, 91.1. (8) In Aggada. (9) Al Barpaw1. (10) Ses 
chap. xvi, p. 78, (11) Chap. xiv. p. 68. 


himlelf 
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bringing them into the land wherein we have bleffed 
all creatures*. And we beftowed on him Isaac, and 
Jacos, as an additional gift: and we made all of 
them righteous perfons. We alfo made them models 
of religion’, that they might direét others by our 
command: and we infpired into them the doing of 
good works, and the obfervance of prayer, and the 
giving of alms; and they ferved us. And unto Lor 
we gave wifdom and knowledge, and we dclivercd 
him out of the city which committed filthy crimes; 
for they were a wicked and infolent people*: and we 
led him into our mercy; for he was an upright per- 
fon. And remember Noauy, when he called for de- 
ftru€tion on his people‘, before the prophets above- 
mentioned; and we heard him, and delivered him and 
his family from a great ftrait: and we proteéted him 
from the people who accufed our figns of falfehood ; 
for they were a wicked people, wherefore we drowned 
them all. And remember Davin, and SoLtomon, 
when they pronounced judgment concerning a field, 
when the fheep of certain people had fed therein by 
night, having no fhepherd; and we were witnefles 
of their judgment: and we gave the underftanding 
thereof unto Sotomon ®, And on all of them we be- 


ftowed 


himfelf; but Gop dividing Nim- 
yod’s{ubjeéts, and confounding their 
language, deprived him of the greater 
part of his people, and plagued thofe 
who adhered to him by iwarms of 
gnats, which deftroyed almoft all of 
them: and one of thofe gnats having 
entered into the noftril, or ear, of 
Nimrod, penetrated to one of the 
membranes of his brain, where, grow- 
ing bigger every day, it gave him fuch 
intolerable pain, that he was obliged 
to caufe his head to be beaten with a 
mallet, in order to procure {ome eafe, 
which torture he fuffered four hun- 
dred years; Gop being willing to 
punifh, by one of the {malleft of his 


(s) V. D’Hersev. Bibl. Orient. 
(2; V. Hype, ibid. p. 74. 


creatures, him who infolently boafted 
himfelf to be lord of all (1). A Syrian 
calendar places the death of Nim- 
rod, as if the time were well known, 
( the eighth of Thamiz, or July, 
2). 
© The land wherein we have blef- 
fed all creatures.] i.e. Paleftine; in 
which country the greater past of the 
prophets appeared. 
@ See chap. fi. p. 24. 
© See chap. vii. p. 199, 200, and 
chap. xi. p. 27, 28. 
f See a viii, p, 235. not. 1. 
® When they pronounced judg- 
ment concerninga field, &c.] Some 
fheep, in their fhepherd’s abfence, 


Art. Nemrod. Hypsz, abi fupra. 


having 
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ftowed wifdom and knowledge. And we compelled 
the mountains to praife us with Davin; and. the 
birds alfo": and we did this. And we taught him 
the art of making coats of mail for you', that tliey : 
may defend you in your wars: will ye therefore-be 
thankful? And unto Sotomon we fubjeéted a ftrong 
wind *; it ran at his command! to the land’ whereon 
we had beftowed oyr bleffing: and we knew all 
things. And we alfo fubje&ed unto his command di- 
vers of the devils, who might dive to get pearls for 
him, and perform other work befides this"; and we 


having broken into another man’s field, 
(or vineyard, {ay -others,) by night, 
and eat up the corn, a difpute arofe 
thereupon ; and the caufe being par 
before David and Solomon, the for- 
mer faid, that the owner of the land 
fhould take the fheep, in compenfa- 
tion of the damage which he had fuf- 
tained; but Solomon, who was then 
but eleven years old, was of opinion 
that it would be more juft for the 
owner of the field to take only the pro- 
fit of the fheep, viz. their milk, limbs, 
and wool, till the fhepherd fhould, 
by his own labour, and at his own 
expence, put the field into as good 
condition as when the fheep entered 
it; after which the fheep might be 
Teturned to their mafter. And this 
judgment of Solomon was approved 

y David himfelf, as better than his 
own (1), 

bh We sti el the mountains to 
praife us with David, and the birds 
alfo.] Mohammed, it feems, taking 
the vifions of the Talmudifts for truth, 
believed that when David was fx 
tigued with finging p{falms, the moun- 
tains, birds, and other parts of the 
creation, both animate and inanimate, 
relieved him in chanting the divine 

raifes, This confequence the Jews 
ar from the words of the Pfalmift, 


(1) Al Berpaws, JALLALo’pnin, &c. 
(3) Tarikh Montakkab. V. D’Naazszt. p. 284. 


VOL. Il. 


when he callson the feveral parts of 
nature to join with him in celebratinz 
the praifeof Gop (2); it being their 

erverfe cuftom to expound paiffages 
in the moft literal manner, which 
cannot bear a literal fenfe without a 
manifeft abfurdity; and, on the con- 
trary, to turn the plaineft paflages 
into allegorical fancies. 

1 The art of making costs of mail. ] 
Men, before his inventing them, 
ufing to arm themfelves with broad 
plates of metal. Left this fable fhould 
want fomething of the marvellous, 
one writer tells us, that theiron which 
David uled, became foft in his hands 
like wax (3). 

k A ftrong wind.] Which tran- 
fported his throne with prodigious 
{wiftnefs, Some fay, this wind was 
violent or gentle, juft as Solomon 
pleafed (4). 

' To the land whereon we had be- 
ftowed our bleffing.] Viz. Paleftine; 
whither the wind Brought back Solo- 
mon’s throne in the evening, after hav- 
ing carried it to a diftant country in. 
the morning. 

™ And perform other work.] Such 
as the build of cities and palaces, 
the fetching mr rare pieces of art from 
foreign countries, and the like. 


(2) See Pfalm cxlviii. 
(4) See chap. xxvis. 
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iéa. “ * - AL. KORAN. 


Crap. 21. 


watched over them*. . And remember. Jos°; when 
he cried unto his Loan, faying, Verily evil hath 
afflied me: but thou art the moft merciful of 
thofe who fhew mercy. Wherefore we heard him, 
and relieved him from the evil which was upon him: 
and we reftored unto him his family, and as many 
more with them, through our mercy, and for an ad- 
monition unto thofe who ferve GOD. And remember 
Ismagt, and Epris’, and Duu’txzerL’. All thefe 


2 And we watched over them.} 
Left they fhould {werve from his or- 
ders, or do mifchief, according to 
their natural inclinations. Jallalo’d- 
din fays, that when they had finifhed 
any piece of ae they pulled it 
down before night, if they were not 
employed in fomething new. 

© The Mohammedan writers tell 
us, that Job was of the race of Efau, 
and was bleffed with a numerous 
family, and abundant riches; but 
that Gop proved him, by taking 
away all that he had, even his chil- 
dren, who were killed by the fall 
of a houfe; notwithftanding which, 
he continued to ferve Gop, and to 
return him thanks, as ufual: that 
he was then ftruck with a filthy dif- 
cafe, his body being full of worms, 
and fo offenfive, that, as he lay on 
the dunghill, none could bear to 
come near him: that his wife, how- 
ever, (whom fome call Rahmat, the 
daughter of Ephraim, the fon of Jo- 
ieph ; and others, Makhir, the daugh- 
ter of Menaffes,) attended him with 
great patience, fupporting him with 
what fhe earned by her labour; 
but that the devil appearing to her 
one day, after having reminded her 
of ker paft profperity, promifed 
hg, thet if fhe would worfhip him, 
he would reftore all they had loft; 

whereupon fhe afked her hufband’s 

who was fo angry at the 
propofaj, that he fwore, if he re- 
covered, “to give his wife an hun- 


were 


dred ftripes: that Job having pro- 
nounced the prayer recorded in this 
pallage, Gop fent Gabriel, who tak- 
ing him by the hand, raifed him 
ap; and at the fame time a fountain 
fprang up at his feet, of which hav- 
ing drank, the worms fell off his 
body, and wafhing therein, he reco- 
vered his former health and beau- 
ty: that Gop then reftored all to 
him menses str alfo becom- 
ing young an me again, and 
bearing ‘him twenty-fix Sati and 
that Job, to fatisfy his oath, was 
direfted by Gon to ftrike her one 
blow with a palm-branch, having a 
hundred leaves (1). Some, to exprefs 
the great riches which were beftowed. 
on Fob after his fufferings, fay he 
had two thrething-floors, one for 
Wheat, and the other for barley; and 
that Gop fent two clouds, which 
Yained gold on the one, and filver on 
the other, till they ran over (3). The 
traditions differ as to the continuance 
of ee calamities; one Peleg have it 
to De eighteen years, another thirteen, 
another three, and another exatily 
ra years, {even months, and feven 
rs. 


P See chap. xix. p. 194. 

4 Dhul’kefl.] Who this prophet 
was is very uncertain. One com- 
mentator will have him to be Elias, 
or Jofhua, or Zacharias (3); ano- 
ther fuppofes him to have the 
fon of fob, and to have dwelt in 
Syria;'to which fome add, that he 


(2) Al Berpaws, JALLALO’DDIN, Asu'Lespa, &c. See D’Herpes. 
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(8) JALLALO’DDIN. (3) Al 
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were patient perfons: wherefore we led them into our 
mercy ; forthey were righteous doers. And remember 
Duu’LNun’, when he departed in wrath’, and thought 
that we could not exercife our power over him. 
And he cried out in the darknefs'‘, faying, There is 
no Gop, befides thee: praife be unto thee! verily 
I have been one of the unjuft. Wherefore wé heard 
him, and delivered him from affliftion": for fo do we 
deliver the true believers. And remember ZACHARIAS, 
when he called upon his Lorn, faying, O Lorp, 
leave me not childlefs: yet thou art the beft heir. 
Wherefore we heard him, and we gave pac bee ; 
and we rendered his wife fit for bearing a child unto 
him. Thefe ftrove to excel in good works, and 
called upon us with love, and with fear; and hum- 
bled themfelves before us. And remember her who 
preferved her virginity “, and into whom we breathed 
of our fpirit; ordaining her and her fon for a fign 
unto all creatures. Verily this your religion is one 
religion*, and I am your Lorp; wherefore ferve 
me. But the Jews and Chriftians have made {chifms 
in the affair of their religion among themfelves: but 
all of them fhall appear before us. Whofoever fhall 


was firft a very wicked man, but atime, and greatly difgufted at their . 
afterwards repenting, died; upon obftinacy and ill ufage of him; 
which thefe words appeared mira- but others, more agreeably to f{crip- 
culoufly written over his door, Now ture, fay, the pealon of his ill hu- 
hath Gop been merciful unto Dhu’l- mour was Gon's pardoning of that 
kefl (1): and a third tells us he people on their repentance, and 
was a ges of great ftri€nels of averting the judgment which Jonas 
life, and one who ufed to decide had threatened them with, fo that 
caufes to the fatisfa@ion of all par- he thought he had been made a 
ties, becaufe he was never in a paf- liar (3). 
fion; and that he was called Dhu’l- t In the darknefs.} i.e. Out of 
kefl from his continual fafting, and the belly of the fith. 
other religious exercifes (2). " See chap. xxxvii. 

7 Dhu’inin. } This is the furname _ Her who preferved her virgini- 
of Jonas; which was given him be- ty) Namely, Virgin Mary. 
caule he was fwallowed by the fith. This your religion is one reli- 


See an x, P: 13. gion.] Being the fame which was 
. e departed in wrath.]} rofelfed by all the prophets, and 
Some fuppofe Jonas’s anger was holy men and women, without any 


againft the Ninevites, being tired | fundamental difference or variation. 
with preaching to them for {fo long 


(1) Aav’zr. (8) Janrao’poin. (9) Al Brrpawi. 


L2 do 
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do good works, being a true believer, there fhall be 
rio-denial of the reward due to his endeavours; and 
we will furely write itdown unto him. An inviola- 
ble prohibition is laid on every city which we {hall 
have deftroyed; for that they fhall not return any 
more into the world, until Goc and Macoc bhall 
have a paflage opened for them’, and they fhall 
haften from every high hill*; and the certain pro- 
mife fhall draw near to be fulfilled: and behold, the 
eyes of the infidels fhall be fixed with aftonifhment, 
and they fhall fay, Alas for us! we were formerly re- 
gardlefs of this day; yea, we were wicked doers. 
Verily both ye, O men of Mecca, and the idols 
which ye worfhip befides Gon, {hall be caft as fuel 
into hell-fire: ye fhall go down into the fame. If 
thefe were really gods, they would not go down into 
the fame: and all of them fhall remain therein for 
ever. In that place fhall they groan for anguifh: 
and they fhall not hear aught therein*. As for thofe 
unto whom the moft excellent reward of paradife hath 
been predeftinated by us, they fhall be tranfported 
far off from the fame’; they fhall not hear the leaft 
found thereof: and they fhall continue for ever in 
the felicity which their fouls defire. The greateft 


Y Until Gog and Magog fhall 
have a paflage opened for them.] 
i. ec. Pntil the refyrre€tion; one 
fign of the approach whereof will 
be the irruption of thofe barbarians 


1). 

® They fhall haften from every high 
hill.] In this paflage fome copies, 
inflead of Hadabin, i. e. an elevated 
past of the earth, have Jadathin, 
which fignifies a grave; and if we 
follow the latter reading, the pronoun, 
they, muft not refer to Gog and Ma- 
gog, but to mankind in general. 

@ They fhall not hear aught there- 
in.] Becaufe of their aftonifhment 
and the infupportable torments oy 
fhall endure; or, a8 others expou 


(1) See the Prelim. Dif. Seft. IV. p. 107 


LALO’ DUIN, 


the words, They fhall not hear there- 
in any thing which may give them 
the leaft comfort. 

» As for thofe unto whom paradife 
hath been ‘Perens, &c.}] One 
Ebn al Zabari objefted to the pre- 
ceding words. Both ye, and that 
which ye worfhip befides Gop, fhall 
be caft into hell; becaufe, being ge- 
neral, they afferted an ablolute falle- 
hood; fome of the objeés of idola- 
trous worfhip being {o far from any 

r of damnation, that they were 
in the higheft favour with Gon, as 
beta Ezra, and the angels: where- 

te this paffage was revealed, ex- 
cepting thofe who were predeftinated 
to lalvation (2), ‘ 


(2) Al Berpawt, Jat- 


terror 
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terrror fhall not trouble them: and the angels fhall 
meet them to congratulate them, faying, Thisis your 
day which ye were promifed. Onthat day we will roll 
up the heavens, as the angel at S1yit‘rolleth up the 
book wherein every man’s a€tions are recorded. As 
we made the firft creature out of nothing, fo we will 
alfo re-produce it at the refurre€tion, This 1s a pro- 
mife which it lieth on us to fulfil: we will furely per- 
formit. And now have we written in the pfalms, after 
the promulgation of the law, that my fervants,the righ- 
teous, fhall inherit the earth*. Verily in this book 
are contained fufficient means of falvation, unto 
people who ferve GOD. We have not fent thee, 
O Monamomen, but as amercy unto all creatures. 
Say, No other hath been revealed unto me, than 
that your Gop isone Gon: will ye therefore be re- 
figned unto him? But if they turn their backs to the 
confeffion of GOD’s unity, fay, I proclaim war 
again{ft you all equally‘: but I know not whether 
that which ye are threatened with‘ be nigh, or whe- 
ther it be far diftant. Verily GOD knoweth the 
difcourfe which is fpoken in public; and he allo 
knoweth that which ye hold in private. I know not 
but peradventure the refpite granted you is for a 
trial of you; and that ye may enjoy the profperity 
of this world for a time. Say, Lorn, judge between 
me and my adverfaries with truth. Our Lorp is the 
Merciful; whofe affiftance is to be implored againtt 
the blafphemics and calumnics which ye utter. 


© The angel al Sijil.] Whofe office 4 Thefe words are taken from 
it is to write down the aétions of every = Pfalim 37. v. 29. 
man’s life, which, at his death, he rolls € I proclaim war againft you, &c. J 
up, as completed. Some pretendone Or I have publicly declared unto you 
of Mohammed ’s {cribes is here meant; 9 what I wascommanded. 
and others take the word Sijil, or, as f ‘That which ye are threatened 
it is alfo written, Sijjill, for an ap-  with.] Viz. the loffes and diflgraces 
pellative, fignifying a book or written = which ye fhall fuffer by the tuture 
{croll; ant accordingly render the fucceffes of the Moflems; or the day 
paffage, Asa written {croll is rolled up of judginent. 

1). 


(1) ALBripawi, JaLLaLo’ppin, &c. 
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CH AP. 
Intitled, The Pilgrimage‘; revealed at Mecca‘. 


XXII. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Men of Mecca, fearyour Lorp. Verily the 

fhock of the laft hour ‘ will be a terrible thing. 
On the day whereon ye fhall fee it, every woman 
who giveth fuck fhall forget the infant which fhe 
fuckleth* ; and every female that is with young, fhall 
caft her burthen; and thou fhalt fee men feemingly 
drunk, yet they fhall not be really drunk: but the 
punifhment of Gop will be fevere. There ts a man 
who difputeth concerning Gop without knowledge’, 
and followeth every rebellious devil; againft whom 
it is written, that whoever fhall take him for his 
patron, he fhall furely feduce him, and fhall lead 
him into the torment of hell. O men, if ye be 
in doubt concerning the refurreétion, confider that 
we firft created you of the duft of the ground; 
afterwards, of feed; afterwards, of a little coagu- 
lated blood"; afterwards, of a piece of flefh, 
perfectly formed in part, and in part imperfeétly 
formed; that we might make our power manifcft 
unto you: and we caufe that which we pleafe to reft 


© Some ceremonies ufed atthe pile fromthe weft; one fign of the near 
qrimage of Mecca being pieauoned in approach of the day of judgment (3). 
this chapter, gave occai:on to the in- Sec the Prelim. Difc. fe& IV. 
feription. p. 309. 


h Some /1) except two verfes, be- 
ginning at thefe words, There are 
fome men who ferve Gop in a waver- 
ing manner, &c. And others (2) fix 
verfes, beginning at, Thele are two 
oppofite parties, &c. 

i Thefhock of the laf{ hour ] Or, 
the earthyuake which, fome fay, is to 
happen a little belore the fun riles 


(1) JALLato’ppin. 


(2) Al 
Dif. Sect. 1V. p. 105, &e. 


1 There is a man who difputeth 
concerning Gop, &c.] This paffago 
was revealed on account of al Nodar 
Eba al Harcth, who maintained that 
the angels were the daughters of Gop, 
that the Koran wasa fardel of old 
fables, and denied the refurreétion (4). 

™ See chap. xcvi. 


Bripawt!. 


(3) See the Prelim. 


(4, Al Berpawi. 


in 
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in the wombs until the appointed time of delivery. 
Then we bring you forth infants; and afterwards 
we permit you to attain your age of full ftrength; 
and one of you dieth in his youth, and another of 
you is poftponed to a decrepit age, fo that he forget- 
teth whatever he knew. Thou feeft the earth fome- 
times dried up and barren: but when we fend down 
rain thereon, it is put in motion, and fwelleth, and 
produceth every kind of luxuriant vegetables. This 
fheweth that Gop is the truth, and that he raifeth 
the dead to life, and that he is almighty; and that 
the hour of judgment will furely come, there is no 
doubt thereof; and that Gop will raife again thofe 
who are in the graves. There is a man who dif- 
puteth concerning Gop, without either knowledge, 
or a direftion, or an enlightening book", proudly 
turning his fide, that he may feduce men from the 
way of Gop. Ignominy fhall attend him in this 
world; and on the day of refurre&tion we will make 
him tafte the torment of burning, when it fhall be {aid 
unto him, This thou fuffereft becaufe of that which 
thy hands have formerly committed; for Gop is not 
unjuft towards mankind, There are fame men who 
ferve Gon in a wavering manner, ftanding, as it were, 
on the verge® of the truc religion. If good befall one 

of 


" There is a man who difputeth 
conceming Gop, &c ] The perfon 
here meant, it is faid, was Abu Jahl 
(2), @ principal man among the Ko- 
reifh, and a moft inveterate enemy of 
Mohammed and his religion. His 
true name was Amru Ebn Hefhim, 
of the family of Makhzim; and he 
was furnamed Abu’lhocm, i.e. the 
Father of Wifdom, which was after- 
wards changed into Abu Jahl, or the 
Father of Folly. He was flain in the 
battle of Bedr (2). 

© There are fome men who ferve 
Gop waveringly, ftanding onthe verge, 
&c.] This expreffion alludes to one 
who being pofted in the fkirts of an 
army, if he {ees the victory inclining 


(1) JALLALO’DDIN 


to his own fide, ftands his ground ; 
but if the enemy is likely to prevail, 
takes to his heels. 

The paffage, they fay, was revealed 
on account of certam Arabs of the de- 
fart, who came to Medina. and hav- 
ing profeffled Mohamineditm, were 
well enough pleafed with it fo long as 
their affairs profpered ; but if they met 
with any adverfity. were fire to lay the 
blame on their new religion. A trae 
dition of Abu Said inentions another 
accident as the occafion of this paflave, 
viz. thatacertain Jew embraced Iflam, 
but afterwards taking a diflike to it, on 
account of fome misfortunes which 
had befallen him, went to Moham- 
med, and delired he might renounce 


L 4 it, 


(2) See chap. viii. p. 232. not. * 
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of them, he refteth fatisfied therein ; but if any tribula- 
tion befal him, he turneth himfelf round, with the lofs 
both of this world, and of the life to come. This ts 
manifeft perdition. He will call upon that, befides 
Gop, which can neither hurt him, nor profithim. This 
is an error remote from truth. He will invoke him 
who will fooner be of hurt to his worfhipper than of 
advantage. Such is furely a miferable patron, anda 
miferable companion. But Gop will introduce thofe 
who fhall believe, and do righteous works,intogardens 
through which rivers flow : for Gop doth that which 
he pleafeth. Whofo thinketh that Gop will not affift 
his apoftle in this world, and in the world tocome, let 
him ftrain a rope towards heaven, then let him put an 
end to his life, and fee whether his devices can render 
that ineffe@tual for which he was angry ’. Thusdo we 
fend down the Koran, being evident figns; for Gop 
dire€teth whom he pleafeth. As to the true believers, 
and thofe who judaize, and the Sabians, and the Chrif- 
tians, and the Magians, and the idolaters ; verily 
Gop {hall judge between them on the day of refur- 
re€tion; for Gon 1s witnefs of all things. Doft thou 
not perceive that all creatures, both in heaven and 
on earth, adore Gop"; and the fun, and the moon, 
and the ftars, and the mountains, and the trees, and 
the beafts, and many men? But many are worthy of 
chaftifement; and whomfoever Gop fhal] render 
defpicable, there fhall be none to honaur; for Gop 
doth that which he pleafeth. Thefe are two oppofite 


it, and be freed from the obligations 
of it; but the prophet tojd him that 
no fuch thing was allowed in his reli- 
gion (1). 

P Let him ftrain a rope towards 
heaven, &c.] Or, let him tie a rope 
to the roof of his houfe, and hang him- 
felf; that 1s, let him carry his anger 


(3) Al Berpawi. 


and refentment to ever fo preat an 
height, even to be driven to the moft 
defperate extremities, and {ce whether 
with all his endeavours he will be able 
to intercept the divine affiftance (2). 

9 Adore Gop.]  Confeffing his 
power, and obeying his fupreme com- 
mand. 


(2) Idem, 


partics, 
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parties, who difpute concerning their Lorn". And 
they who believe not, fhall have garments of fire fitted 
unto them: boiling water fhall be poured on their 
heads; their bowels fhall be diffolved thereby, and 
alfo their fkins; and they fhall be beaten with 
maces of iron. So often as they fhall endeavour to 
get out of hell, becaufe of the anguifh of their tor- 
ments, they fhall be dragged back into the fame; 
and their tormentors fhall fay unto them, Tafte ye the 
pain of burning. Gop will introduce thofe who 
fhall believe, and aét righteoufly, into gardens 
through which rivers flow: they fhall be adorned 
therein with bracelets of gold, and pearls; and their 
veftures therein fhall be filk. They are dire&ted 
unto a good faying’; and are direéted into the ho- 
nourable way. But they who fhall difbelieve, and 
obftruét the way of Gop, and hinder men from vifit. 
ing the holy temple of Mecca, which we have ap- 
pointed for a place of worfhip unto all men: the in- 
habitant thereof, and the ftranger, have an equal 
right to vifitit: and whofoever fhall feek impioufly to 
profane it, we will caufe him to tafte a grievous tor- 
ment. Call to mind when we gave the fite of the 
houfe of the Caazsa for an abode unto ABRAHAM‘, 
faying, Do notaffociate any thing with me; and 
cleanfe my houfe for thofe who compafs it, and 
who ftand up, and who bow down to worfhip. 


° Thefe are two oppofite parties, 
é&c.] Viz. The true believers, and 
the infidels, The paffage is faid to 
have been revealed on occafion of a 
difpute between the Jews and the 
Mohammedans: the former infifting 
that they were in greater favour with 
Gop, their prophet and revelations 
being prior to thofe of the latter ; and 
thefe replying, that they were more 
in Gop's favour, for that they be- 
lieved not only in Motes, but alfo in 
Mohammed, and in all the feriptures 
without exception; whereas the Jews 
reyeCted Mohamcd: though they 


knew him to be a prophet, out of 
envy (1). 

* Unto a good faying.] Viz. The 
profeffion of Gon’s unity; or thefe 
words, which they fhall ufe at their 
entrance into paradife, Praife be unto 
Gop, who hath fulfilled his promife 
unto us (2). 

t When we gave unto Abraham 
the fite of the Caaba for an abode.] 
i. e. For a place of religious wor- 
fhip; fhewing him the {pot where 
it had ftood, and alfo the model of 
the old building, which had been 
taken up to heaven at the flood (3) 


(1) Al Berpawr, (2) Idem. (3) See the Prelim. Dif, Se€t. IV. p. 155- 


And 
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And'prociaim unto the people a folemn pilgrimage’: 
let them come unto thee on foot, and on every lean 
camel, arriving from every diftant road; that they 
tmay be witneffes of the advantages which accrue to 
them from the vifiting this holy place”, and may com- 
memorate the name of Gop on the appointed days’*, 
in gratitude for the brute cattle which he hath beftow- 
ed onthem. Wherefore eat thereof, and feed the 
needy and the poor. Afterwards let them put an 
end to the negle& of their perfons’, and let them 
pay their vows‘; and compafs the ancient houfe’. 
This let them do. And whoever fhall regard the fa- 
cred ordinances of Gop’; this will be better for him 


* Proclaim unto the people a fo- 
Jemn prilgrimage.] It is related that 
Abraham, in obedience to this com- 
mand, went up to mount Abu Kobeis, 
near Mecca, and cried from thence, 
O men, perform the pilgrimage to the 
houfe of your Lorp; and that Gop 
caufed thofe who were then in the 
Joins of their fathers, and the wombs 
of their mothers, from eaft to weft, 
and who, he knew beforehand, 
would perform the pilgrimage, to 
hear his voice. Some fay, however, 
that thefe words were direfted to 
Mohammed, commanding him to 
proclaim the pilgrimage of valedic- 
tion (Ye according to which expo- 
fition the paflage muft have been re- 
vealed at Medina. 

¥ The advantages which accrue to 
them from the vifiting this place. ] 
Viz. the temporal advantage made by 
the great trade driven at Mecca dur- 
ing, the pilgrimage, and the fpiritual 
advantage of having performed fo 
meritorious a work. 


Sel grey days.] Namely, 
The ten fir days of Shoe bs 
the tenth day of the fame month on 
which they flay the facrifices, and 
the three following days (2). 

Y Let them put an end to the neg- 
\c& of their perfoas.] By fhaving 


(1) Al Berpawr. 


(2) Idem, JALLALO’ppIN. 


their heads, and other parts of their 
bodies, and cutting their beards and 
nails in the valley of Mina; which 
the pilgrims are not allowed to do 
from the time they become Mohrims, 
and have folemnly dedicated them- 
felves to the performance of the pil- 
grimage, till they have .finifhed the 
ceremonies, and flain their viétims 


3). 

7 Let them pay their pate By 
doing the good works which they 
have vowed to do in their pilgri- 
mage. Some underftand the words 
only of the performance of the requi- 
{ite ceremonies, 

® And compafs the ancient houfe.] 
ji. e. The Caaha; which the Mo- 
hammedans_ pretend was the firft 
edifice built and appointed for the 
worfhip of Gop (4). The going 
round this chapel is a principal cere- 
mony of the pilgrimage, and is 
often repeated ; bat the laft time of 
their doing it, when they take their 
farewell of the temple, feems to be 
more particularly meant in this 
place. 

» Whoever fhall regard the facred 
ordinances of Gop.] By obferving 
what he has commanded, and avoid- 
ing what he has forbidden; or, as 
the words alfo fignify, bilatic 

all 


(3) Idem. Sec 


chap. 8. p. 35, 36. chap. 5. p.151. and Bosov. de Peregr. Mcccana, p. 15, &c. 


(4) Sea 


p:'g. p. 73. aud the Prelim. Dif. Set. IV. p. 155. 
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in the fight of his Lorn. All forts of cattle are al- 
lowed you to eat, except what hath been read unto 
you, in former paffages of the Koran, to be forbid- 
den. But depart from the abomination of idols, and 
avoid {peaking that which is falfe*; being orthodox in 
refpe& to Gon, affociating no other god with him; 
for whoever affociateth any other with Gop, islike 
that which falleth from heaven, and which the birds 
fnatch away, or the wind bloweth to a far diftant 
place*. Thisisfo. And whofo maketh valuable 
offerings unto Gop‘; verily they proceed from the 
piety of mens’ hearts. Ye receive various advantages 
from the cattle defigned for facrifices, until a determi- 
ned time for flaying them: then the place of facrificing 
them is at the ancient houfe. Unto the profeffors of 
every religion’ have we appointed certain rites, that 
they may commemorate the name of Gop on flaying 
the brute cattle which he hath provided for them. 
Your Gop is one Gop: wherefore refign yourfelves 
wholly unto him. And do thou bear good tidings 
unto thofe who humble themfelves; whofe hearts, 
when mention is made of Gop, are ftruck with fear; 
and unto thofe who patiently endure that which be- 


fhall honour what Gon hath fan@i- fay Mohammed once offered a hun- 


fied, orcommanded not to be pro- 
faned; as the temple and territory of 
Mecca, and the facred months, &c. 

© Avoid {peaking that which is falfe. ] 
Either by afferting wrong and impious 
things of the Deity; or by bearing falle 
witnefs againft your neighbours. 

4 Like that which falleth from 
heaven, &c.] Becaufe he who falls 
into idolatry, finketh from the height 
of faith intothe depth of infidelity, 
has his thoughts diftraéted by wicked 
Jufts, and is hurried by the devil into 
the moft abfurd errors (1). 

© Wholo maketh valuable offerings 
unto eon By chufing a well- 
favoured and coftly viétim, in honour 
of him to whom it is deitined. They 


(1) Al Bgspawi, 


dred fat camels, and among them one 
which had belonged to Abu Jahl, 
having inhis nofe aring of gold: and 
that Omar offered a noble camel, for 
which he had been bid three hundred 
dinars (2). 

The original may alfo be tranflated 
generally, Whofo regardeth the rites 
of the pilgrimage, &c. But the viétims 
feem to be more particularly intended 
in this place. 

f Unto the profeffors of every reli- 
gion.| Jallalo’ddin underftands this 

aflage in a reitrained ienfe, of the 
Ormer nations who were true believ~ 
ers; to whom Gop appointed a facri- 
fice, and a fixed place, and proper cee 
temonies for the offering of it. 


(2) Idem. 


falleth 
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falleth them ; and who duly perform their prayers, and 
give alms out of what we have beftowedonthem. The 
camels flain for facrifice have we appointed for you as 
fymbols of your obedience unto Gop: ye alfo receive 
other advantages from them. Wherefore commemo- 
rate the name of Gop over them, when ye flay them, 
ftanding on their feet, difpofed in right order®: and 
when they are fallen down dead, eat of them; and 
give to eat thereof both unto him whois content with 
what is given him, without afking,and untohim who 
afketh®. Thus have we given you dominion over them, 
that ye might return us thanks. Their flefh is not ac- 
cepted of Gop, neither their blood; but your piety is 
acceptedofhim. Thus have we given you dominion 
over them, that ye might magnify Gop, for the re- 
velations whereby he hath dire&ted you. And bear 
good tidings unto the righteous, that Gop will repel 
the ill defigns of the infidels from the true believers ; 
for Gop loveth not every perfidious unbeliever. 
Permiffion is granted unto thofe who take arms 
againft the unbelievers, for that they have been un- 
jultly perfecuted by them: (and Gopiscertainly able 
to affift them:) who have been turned out of their 
habitations injurioufly, and for no other reafon than 
becaufe they fay, Our Lorn is Gop’. And if Gop 
did not repel the violence of fome men by others, 


& Standing on their feet, difpofed in 
right order.] That is, as fome ex- 
ound the word, ftanding on three 
cet, having one of their fore feet tied 
up, which is the manner of tying ca- 
mels to prevent their moving from the 
place. Some copies, inftead of Sa- 
waffa, read Sawaffena, from rd ya 
gfana, which properly fignifies the 
aired of a hone hen he ftands on 
three feet, the edge of the fourth only 
touching the ground. 
® Unto him who is content without 
afking, and unto him who afketh. 
Or, as the words may alfo be rendered, 


Unto him who afketh in a modeft and 
humble manner, and unto him who 
wanteth, but dareth not afk. 

' Permiffion is granted unto thofe 
who take arms, aa This was the 
firft paflage of the Koran which al- 
lowed Mohammed and his followers. 
to defend themielves againft their ene- 
mies by force, and was revealed a little 
before the flight to Medina; till which 
time the prophet had exhorted his 
Moillems to {uffer the injuries offered 
them with patience, which is allo 
commandcd in above feventy different 
places of the Koran (1). 


(1) Al Berpawa, &c. V. the Prelim. Difc. Se&. II. p. 63, &c. 


verily 
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verily monafteries, and churches, and fynagogues, 
and the temples of the Moflems, wherein the name of 
Gop is frequently commemorated, would be utterly 
demolifhed*. And Gop will certainly affift him 
who fhall be on his fide: for Gop is ftrong and 
mighty. And he will affift thofe who, if we eftablith 
them in the earth, will obferve prayer, and give 
alms, and command that which is juft, and forbid 
that which is unjuft. And unto Gop {hal} be the end 
of allthings. If they accufe thee, OQ Mouammep, 
of impofture ; confider that, before them, the people 
of Noan, and the tribes of Ap and Txamup, and 
the people of Anranam, and the people of Lor, 
and the inhabitants of Map1an, accufed their pro- 
phets of impofture : and Moses was alfo charged 
with falfehood. And I granted a long refpite unto 
the unbelievers: but afterwards I chaftifed them: 
and how different was the change I made in their 
condition! How many cities have we deftroyed, 
which were ungodly, and which are now fallen to 
ruin on their roofs? And how many wells have been 
abandoned’, and lofty caftles? Do they not there- 
fore journey through the land? And have they not 
hearts to underftand with, or ears to hear with? 
Surely as to thefe things their eyes are not blind, 
but the hearts are blind which are in their breafts. 
They will urge thee to haften the threatened punifh- 
ment: but Gop will not fail to perform what he hath 


in thofe 
emolifhed 


of fuch a deferted dwellin 
parts, as ruins are of a 
town. 


k If Gop did not repel the violence 
of fome men by others, verily monaf- 
teries, and churches, &c. would be 


demolifhed.] That is, The public 
exercife of any religion, whether true 
or falfe, is fupported only by force ; 
and therefore, as Mohammed would 
argue, the true religion muft be efta- 
blifhed by the fame means. 

1 How many wells have been aban- 
doned, &c.] That is, How many 
{pots in the defarts, which were for- 


Some imagine that this paflage in- 
tends more particularly a well at the 
foot of a certain hill in the province 
of Hadramaut, and a caftle built on 
the top of the {ame hill, both belong- 
ing to the people of Handha Ebn 
Safwan, a remnant of the Thamudites, 
who having killed their prophet, were 
utterly deflroyed by Gon, and their 


merly inhabited, are now abandoned? dwelling abandoned (1) 
a nezleéted well being the proper fign 
(1) Idem. 


threatened : 
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threatened: and verily one day with thy Lorp is as 
a thoufand years of thofe which ye compute ™. 
Unto how many cities have I granted refpite, though 

were wicked? yet afterwards I chaftifed them ; 
and unto me fhall they come to be judged at the laft 
day. Say, O men, verily I am only a public preacher 
unto you. And they who believe, and do good 
works, fhall obtain forgivenefs and an honourable 
provifion. But thofe who endeavour to make our 
figns of none effe&, fhall be the inhabitants of hell. 
We have fent no apoftle, or prophet, before thee, 
but, when he read, Satan fuggefted fome error in 
his reading’. But Gop fhall make-void that which 
Satan hath fuggefted: then fhall Gop confirm his 
figns; for Gop is knowing and wife. But this he 
permitteth, that he may make that which Satan 
hath fuggefted, a temptation unto thofe in whofe 
hearts there 1s an infirmity, and whofe hearts are 
hardened: (for the ungodly are certainly in a wide 
difagreement from the truth :) and that they on whom 
knowledge hath been beftowed, may know that this 
book is the truth from thy Lorn, and may believe 
thercin; and that their hearts may acquiefce in the 


m See 2 Pet. iii. 8. 

» We have fent no apoftle, or pro- 
phet, but when he read, Satan fug- 
gefted fome error in his reading, &c.] 
The occafion of the paffage is thus 
Saute ae ra — read- 
3 chapter of the Koran, 
sts I A tegs this verfe, What 
think ye of Allat, and al Uzza, and 
of Manéh, the other third goddefs? 
the devil put the following words 
ime his mouth, which he pronounced 
through inadvertence, or, as fome tell 
us, becaufe he was then half afleep (1), 
Thefe are the moft high and beauteous 
damfels, witofe interceffion is to be 
hoped for. The Koreith, who were 


al oe ties tad a ad 


(1) Yauya. 
See chap. xvi. p. 89. 


when he had finifhed the chapter, 
joined with him and his followers in 
making their adoration: but the pro- 
phet, being acquainted by the angel 
Gabriel with the reafon rd their com- 
pliance, and with what he had ute 
tered, was deeply concemed at his 
miftake, till this verfe was revealed 
for his confolation (2). 

We are told, however, by al Bei« 
diéwi, that the more intelligent and 
accurate perfons reje& the aforefaid 
pe and the verb, here tranfla 
read, fignifying alio to with fora 
thing, interpret the paffage of the fug- 
geftions of the devil to debauch the. 
affe&tions of thofe holy perfons, or to 
rv ae their minds in vain withes and 
defires. 


(2) Al Bsrpaws, JaLuaLo'ppin, Yanya, &c. 
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fame: for Gop is furely the dire@or of thofe who | 
believe into the right way. But the infidels will 
not ceafe to doubt concerning it, until the hour of 
judgment cometh fuddenly upon them; or until the 
punifhment of a grievous day° overtake them. On 
that day the kingdom fhall be Gon’s: he fhall judge 
between them. And they who fhall have believed, and 
fhall have wrought righteoufnefs, fhall be in gardens 
of pleafure: but they who fhall have difbelieved, and 
fhall have charged our figns with falfehood, thofe 
fhall fuffera fhameful punifhment. Andas to thofe 
who fhall have fled their country for the fake of Gon’s 
true religion, and afterwards fhall have been flain, 
or fhall have died; on them will Gop beftow an 
excellent provifion; and Gon is the beft provider. 
He will furely introduce them with an introdu@ion 
with which they fhall be well pleafed: for Gop is 
knowing and gracious. This isfo. Whoever fhall 
take a vengeance equal to the injury which hath been 
done him ?, and fhall afterwards be unjuftly treated? ; 
verily Gop will affift him: for Gopis merciful, and 
ready toforgive. This fhall bedone, for that Gop 
caufeth the night to fucceed the day, and he caufeth 
the day to fucceed the night; and for that Gop both 
heareth and feeth. This, becaufe Gop is truth, and 
becaufe what they invoke befides him, is vanity: 
and for that Gop is the high, the mighty. Doft 
thou not fee that Gop fendeth down water from 
heaven, and the earth becometh green? for Gop is 
gracious and wife. Unto him belongcth whatfoever is 
in heaven and on earth: and Gop is felf-fufficient, 
worthy to be praifed.. Doft thou not fee that Gop 


° A grievous dey.] Or a da @ And fhall afterwards be unjuftly 
which maketh childlefs; by which  treated.] By the aggreffor's fecking 
fome t misfortune in war is ex- to revenge himfelf again of the per- 
preffed ; as the overthrow the infidels fon injured, by offering him fome 
received at Bedr. Some fuppofe the further violence. 
refurreCtion is here intended. The paffage feems to relate to the 

P Whoever fhall take a vengeance vengeance which the Moflems fhould 

ual te the injury.] And fhall not take of the infidels, for their unjuit 
take a more fevere revenge than the — perfecution of them. 
fact deferves. 


hath 
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hath {ubjefted whatever is in-the earth to your fer- 
vice, ahd alfo the fhips which fail in the fea; by his 
command? And he with-holdeth the heaven that it 
fall not on the earth, untlefs by his permiffion': fot 
Gop is gracious unto mankind, and merciful. It is 
he who hath given you life, and will hereafter caufe 
-you to die ; afterwards he will again raife you to life, 
at the refurre€tion: but man is furely ungrateful. 
Unto the profeffors of every religion have we ap- 
pointed certain rites, which they obferve. Let them 
not therefore difpute with thee concerning this mat- 
ter; but invite them unto thy Lorp: for thou fol- 
loweft the right direGtion. But if they enter into de- 
bate with thee, anfwer, Gop well knoweth that 
which ye do: Gop will judge between you, on the 
day of refurreétion, concerning that wherein ye now 
difagree. Doft thou not know that Gop knoweth 
whatever is in heaven and on earth? Verily this is 
written in the book of his decrees: this is eafy with 
Gop. They worfhip, befides Gon, that concerning 
which he hath fent down no convincing proof, and 
concerning which they have no knowledge: but the 
unjuft doers fhall have none to affift them. And 
when our evident figns are rehearfed unto them, thou 
mayeft perceive, in the countenances of the unbe- 
lievers, a difdain thereof: it wanteth little but that 
they rufh with violence on thofe who rehearfe our 
figns unto them. Say, Shall I declare unto you a 
worfe thing than this? The fire of hell, which Gop 
hath threatened unto thofe who believe not, is worfe; 
and an unhappy journey fhall it be thither. O men, 
a parableis propounded unto you; wherefore hearken 
unto it. Verily the idols which ye invoke, befides 
Gop, can never create a fingle fly, although they 
were ‘all affembled for that purpofe; and if the fly 
{natch any thing from them, they cannot recover the 
fame from it’, Weak is the petitioner, and the 

petitioned. 


* That it fall not, &c.] Which it * If the fly {natch any thing from 
WALI do at the laft day. them, &c.] The commentators iy, 
: that 
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petitioned. They judge not of Gop according to 
his due eftimation: for Gop is powerful and mighty. 
Gop chooféeth mefferigers from among'the angels‘, 
and from among mén: for Gop is he who heareth 
and feeth. He knoweth that which is before them, 
and that which is behipd them; and unto Gon fhall 
all things return. O true believers, bow down, and 
proftrate yourfelves, and worfhip your Lorn; and 
work righteoufnefs, -that-ye may be happy Said 
fightin defence of Gon’s truereligion, as it behoveth 
you to fight for the fame. He hath chofen you, and 
ath not impofed on you any difficulty in the reli- 
gion which he hath given you, the religion of your 
father Asranam. He hath named ‘you Mollems 
heretofore, and in this book; that our apoftle may 
be a witnefs againft you at the day of judgment, and 
that ye may be witneffes againft the reft of mankisd. 
Wherefore be ye conftant at prayer; and give alms: 
and adhere firmly unto Gop. He is your matter ; 
and he is the beft mafter, and the beft proteétar. 





true Go D, were never by 
flies (1); whereas {warms of thofe in- 
fe&ts infefted the heathen temples, be- 


that the Arabs ufed to anoint the 
images of their gods with fome odo- 
riferouscompofition, and with honey, 


which the flies ate, though the doors 
of the temple werc earefully fhut, 
oe at the windows or crevices. 
Perhaps Mohammed took this ar- 
gument from the Jews, who pre- 
tend that the temple of Jerufalem, 
and the facrifices share offered to the 


-(1) Pirke Aboth, Ce 5 fect. 6, 7. 
Synt. 8. ¢. 6. 


VOL, LI. M 


ing drawn thither by the fteam of the 
facrifices (2). 

* Gop choofeth meffengers’€rom 
among the angels. ] 0 are the 


bearers of the divine rev: to the 
prophets; but ought not the ob- 
jes of worhhip. * 


(2) ¥. SELDEN. de Diis Syris. 


CHAP, 
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able to deprive you of the fanie; And we caufe gar. 
dens of palm-trees, and vineyards, to faving forth 
for you by means thereof; wherein yegneve many 
fruits, and whereof yeeat. And we alfo raife for 





you atree {pringing fregy mount Sinar*; which* 


produceth oil, anda fagces for thofe who eat. Ye 
have likewife an inftruétion in the cattle: we-give 
you to drink of the milk which is in their bellies, and 


ye receive many advantages fi ‘them; and of them 


a 


do ye eat: and on'them, and‘n fhips, are ye car- 
ried *., We fent Noau heretofore unto his people, 
and he faid, O my people, ferve Gon: ye have no 
Gop befides him; will ye not therefore fear the con- 
fequence of your worfhipping other gods? And the 
chiefs of his people, who believed not, faid, This is 
no*other than a man, as ye are: he feeketh to raife 
himfelfto a fuperiority over you. If Gop had pleafed 
to have fent a meffenger unto you, he would furely 
have fent angels: we have notheard this of our fore- 
fathers. Verily he is no other than a man difturbed 
with frenzy: wherefore wait congerning him for a 
time. Noan faid, O Lorn, dothou proteé me; 
for that they accufe me of falfehood. And we re- 
vealed our orders unto him, faying, Make the ark 
in our fight ; and according to our revelation. And 
when our decree cometh to be executcd, andthe oven 
fhall boil and pour forth water, carry into it of every 
{pecies of animals one pair ; and alfo thy family, ex- 
cept fuch of them on whom a previous fentence of 
deftruétion hath paffed’: and {peak not unto me in 
behalf of thofe who have been unjuit; for they fhall 
be drowned. And whén thou,and they who fhall be 
with thee, fhall go up into the ark, fay, Praife be 


® A tree {pringing from mount Si- meant in this place, is the camel, 
nai.] Viz. the olive. The-gardens which is chiefly ufed for carriage in 
near this mountain are yet famous for the eaft; being called, by the Arabs, 
the excellent fruit-trees of almoft all the land-fhip, on whith they pats 
forts which grow there (1) thofe feas of fand, the detarts. 

* On them, and on fhips, are ye b See chap. xi, p. 20. dc. 
carried.] The beaft more particularly 


: (1) V. Voyages de Tuevenort, liv. 2, ch, ix. 


/ 
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tinto Gép, who hath‘delivered us from the ungodly 
people! And fay, O Lorn, caufe me to corte 
down from this ark‘with a bleffed defcent; for thou 
art beft able to bring me down from the fame with 
Mafety. Verily herein were figns of our omnipotence; 
and we proved mankind thereby. Afterwards we 
raifed up another generation‘ after them; and we 
fent unto them an apoftle from among them‘, who 
faid, Worfhip Gop: ye have no Gop befides him: 
will ye not therefore fear his vengeance? ‘And the 
chiefs of his people, who believed not, and who de- 
nied the meeting of the life to come, and on whom 
we had beftowed affluence in this prefent life, faid, 
This is no other thanaman, as ye are ; he eateth of 
that whereof ye eat, and he drinketh of that whereof 
ye drink: nt if ye obey a man like unto yourfelv¥es, 
ve will furely be fufferers. Dothhe threaten you that 
after ye fhall be dead, and fhall become duft and 
bones, ye fhall be brought forth alive from your 
graves? Away, away with that ye are threatened 
with! There is no other life befides our prefentlife: 
we die, and we live; and we fhall not be raifed 
again. This is no other than a man, who devifeth 
a lie concerning Gop: but we will not believe him. 
Their apoftle faid, O Lorn, defend me; for that 
they have accufed me of impofture. GOD anfwer- 
ed, After a little while they fhall furely repent their 
obftinacy. Wherefore a fevere punifhment wasjuftly 
infliéted on them, and we rendered them likethe re- 
fufe which is carried down by a ftream. Away there- 
fore with the ungodly people! Afterwards we raifed 
up other generations‘ after them. No nation fhall 
be punifhed before their determined time: neither 
{hall they be refpited after. Afterwards we fent our 
apoftles, one after another.’ So often as their apottle 
came unto any nation, they charged him with im- 
pofture:” and we caufed them fucceffively to follow 


© Another generation.] Namely, * Hud, or Saleh. 
the tribe of Ad, or of Thamid. © Other scene | As the So- 
6 An apoiltle.] Viz. the prophet domites, Midianites, &c 


Citar.-23. AL KORAN. 19f 


one another to deftru€tion; and we made them only 
fubjeéts of traditional ftories. Away therefore with 
the unbelieving nations! Afterwards we fent Mosss, 
and Aaron his brother, ‘with our figns and manifetft 
power, unto Puaraon and his princes: but they 
proudly refufed to believe on him; for they were a 
haughty people. And they faid, Shall we believe 
on two men like unto ourfelves; whofe people are 
our fervants? And they accufed them of impofture: 
wherefore they became of the number of thofc who 
were deftroyed. And we heretofore gave the book 
of the law unto Mosss, that the children of Israrr 
might be dire&ted thereby. And we appointed the 
fon of Mary, and his mother, for a fign: and we 
prepared an abode for them in an elevated part of 
the earth‘, being a place of quiet and fecurity, and 
watered with running {prings. O apoftles, eat of thofe 
things which are good*; and work righteoufnefs: for 
I well know that which yedo. This your religion is 
one religion"; and I am your Lonrp; wherefore fear 
me. But men have rent the affair of their religion 
into various feéts: every party rejoiccth in that 
which they follow. Whercfore leave them in their 
confufion, util acertain time’. Do they think that 
we haften unto them the wealth and children which 
we have abundantly beltowed on them, for their 


time of their refpedtive miffions 


f An clevated part of the carth.] 
The commentators tell us the place 
here intended is  ibbeeaare or Da- 
maicus, or Ramlah, or Paleitine, or 
Egypt. (1). 

But perhaps the paffage means the 
hill to which the Virgin Mary retired 
to be delivered, according to the Mo- 
hammedan tradition (2). 

© O apoftles, cat of thofe things 
which are good, &c.] Thefe words 
are addrefled to the apoftles in gene- 
ral, to whom it was permitted to eat 
of all clean and wholelome food ; and 
were {fpoken to them feverally at the 


(1) Al Berpawi, JALLALO’DDIN. 


(3) ALT 


NA 


Some, however, think them diretted 
particularly to the Virgin Mary and 
Jefus, or fingly to the latter, (in which 
cafe the plural number mut be uled 
out of relpeé only,) propofing the 
pra@tice of the prophets for ther 
imitation. Mohammed probably des 
figned, in this paffage, to condemn the 
abftinence obferved by the Chriftian 
monks (9). 

» See chap. 21. p. 163. 

i Until a certain time.} i.e. Tl 
they thal] be flain, ar fhall die a na- 
tural death. 


(2° See chap. 19 p. 230. 


a can|? 


kA fevere punifhment.] By which 
is intended either the overthrow at 
Bedr, where feveral of the chief 
Koreifhites loft their lives; or the 
famine with which the Meccans were 
affliGed at the prayer of the prophet, 
conceived in thefe words, O bon 
fet thy foot ftrongly on Modar, (an 
anceftor of the Koreifh,) and give 
them ycars like the years of Jofeph; 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


whereupon fo great a dearth enfued, 
that they were obliged to feed on 
dogs, carrion, and burnt bones (1). 

1 1f the truth had followed their 
defires, &c.] That is, If there had 
been a plurality of gods, as the ido- 
laters contend (2); or, if the doétrifte 
taught hy Mohammed had been agree- 
able to their inclinations, &c. 


(2) Sce chap. 91, p, 154. 
them 


Cuap. 99. AL RORAN. 189 


them their admonition ; and they turn afide from their 
admonition. Doft thou afk of them any maintenance 
for thy preaching ? fince the maintenance of thy Lorn 
is better ; for he is the moft bounteous provider. Thou 
certainly invitgt them to the right way: and they who 
believe not in the life to come, do furely deviate from 
that way. If wehad had compaffion on them, and had 
taken off from them thecalamity which had befallen 
them™, they would furely have more obftinately per- 
fifted in their error, wandering in confufion. We 
formerly chaftifed them with a punifhment”: yet they 
did not humble themfelves before their Lorp, neither 
did they make fupplications unto him; until, when 
we have opened upon them a door, from which a {e- 
tere punifhment? hath iffued, behold, they are driven 
to defpair thereat. It 1s GOD who hath created in 
you the fenfes of hearing and of fight, that ye may per- 
ceive our judgments ; and hearts, that ye may ferioufly 
confider them: yet how few of you give thanks! It is 
he who hath produced you in the earth; and before 
him fhall ye be aflembled. It is he who giveth life, 
and putteth to death; and to him is to be attributed 
the viciffitude of night and day: Do ye not therefore 
underftand? But the unbelieving Meccans fay as 
their predeceffors faid: they fay, When we fhall be 
dead, and fhal]l have become duft and bones, fhall we 
really be raifed to life? We have already been 
threatened with this, and our fathers alfo herctofore: 


fword, and the children with hun- 


™ The calamity wich had befallen 
ger (1)? 


them.] Viz. the famine It is faid 


that the Meccans being reduced to 
eat ilhiz, which is a fort of miferable 
food made of blood and camels hair, 
ufed by the Arabs in time of {carcity, 
Abu Sofian came to Mohammed, 
and faid, Tell me, I adjure thee by 
Gop and the relation that is between 
us, doft thou think thou art fent as 
a mercy unto all creatures; fince 


thou hait flain the fathers with the 


(1) Al Bespawt. 


af 


® We formerly chaftifed them with 
a punifhment.] Namely, the flaughter 
at Bedr. 

© A fevere punifhment.] Viz. Fa- 
mine; which is more terrible than 
the calarftities of war (2). ee 

According to thele explications, 
the paffage muft have been’ revealed 
at Medina; unlefs it be taken in a 
prophetical fenfe. 


(2) Idem. 


this 
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this is nothing but fables of the ancients. Say, Whofe 
is the earth, and whoever therein is; if ye know? 
They will anfwer, Gop’s. Say, Will ye not there- 
fore confider? Say, Who is the Lorp of the feven 
heavens, and the Lorp of the magnificent throne? 
They willanfwer, They are Gon’s. Say, Will ye 
not therefore fear him? Say, In whofe hand is the 
kingdom of all things; who protef&teth whom he 
pleafeth, but is himfelf proteéted of none; if ye 
know? They will anfwer, In Gon’s. Say, How 
therefore are ye betwitched? Yea, we have brought 
them the truth; and they are certainly liars in deny- 
ing the fame. Gop hath not begotten iffue; neither 
is there any other god with him: otherwife every 
god had furely taken away that which he had cre- 
ated’; and fome of them had exalted themfelves 
above the others‘. Far be that from Gop,which they 
afirm of him! He knoweth that which is conceaied, 
and that which is made public: wherefore far be it 
from him to have thofe fharers in his honour, which 
they attribute to him! Say, O Lorp, if thou wilt 
furely caufe me to fee the vengeance with which they 
have been threatened; O Lorn, fet me not among 
the ungodly people: for we are furely able to make 
thee to fee that with which we have threatened them. 
Turn afide evil with that which is better’: we well 
know the calumnies which they utter againft thee. 
And fay, O Lorp, I fly unto thee for refuge, againft 
the fuggeftions of the devils; and I have recourfe 
unto thee, O Lorp, to drivethem away, that they be 
not prefent with me*. The gainfaying of the unbe- 
lievers ceafeth not until, when death overtaketh any 


P Every god had taken 7 that them; which rule is to be qualified, 
which he had created.] Amd fetup however, with this provifo ; that the 
a diftinét creation and kingdom of his true religion receive no prejudice 
own. by fuch mildnefs and clemency (1). : 

9 See chap. xvii. p. 101. * That they be not prefent with 

* Turn afide evil with that which mej To behege me: or, as it may 
6 better.] That is, by forgiving  alfo be tranflated, That they hun 
snjurics, aud returning of good for me not. 


‘;) Al Bripawt. 
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of them, he faith, O Lorn, fuffer me to return to 
life, that I may do that which is right; in profeffing 
the true faith which I have negletted'. By no 
means. Verily thefe are the words which he fhall 
fpeak: but behind them there fhall be a bar“, until 
the day of refurre€tion. When therefore the trum- 
pet fhall be founded, there fhall be no relation be- 
tween them which fhall be regarded on that day ; nel- 
ther fhall they afk affiftance of each other. They 
whofe balances fhall be heavy with good, works, fhall 
be happy: but they whofe balances fhall be light, 
are thofe who fhall lofe their fouls, and fhall remain 
in-hell for ever”. The fire fhall fcorch their faces, 
and they fhall writhe their mouths therein for anguifh : 
and it fhall be faid unto them, Were not my figns re- 
hearfed unto you; and did ye not charge them with 
falfehood ? ‘They fhall anfwer, O Loxp, our unhap- 
pinefs prevailed over us, and we were people who 
went aftray. O Lorp, take us forth from this fire: 
if we return to our former wickednefs, we fhall furely 


® In profeffing the true faith which 
I have negle€ted.] Or, as the words 
may alfo import, in the world which 
J haye left; that is, during the fur- 
ther term of life which fhall be grants 
ed me, and from which J have been 
cut off (1). 

w Behind them there fhall be a 
bar.] The original word, Barzakh, 
here tranflated bar, primarily fignifies 
any partition, or interftice, which di- 
vides one thing from another; but is 
ufed by the Arabs not always in the 
fame, and fometimes in an obfcure 
fente. They feem generally to ex- 
prefs by it what the Greeks ap by the 
word fades; one while ufing it for 
the place of the dead, another while 
for the time of their continuance in 
that ftate, and another while tor the 
flate itfelf. It is defined by their en- 
tics to be the interval or fpace be- 
tween this world and the next, or 


(1) Al Berpawt, 
the Prelim. Dif, Set. IV. p. 102. 
Arab. col. 25}. 


between death and the refurre@ions 
every perfon who dies, being faid to 
enter into al Barzakh; or, as the 
Greek expreffes it, xalaCnvas ius 208 
(2), One lexicographer (3) tells us, 
that in the Koran it denotes the 
grave: but the commentators on this 
pailaye expound it a bar, or invineible 
obitacle, cutting off all poffibility 
of return into the world after death, 
See chap. 25. where the word again 
occurs. 

Some interpreters underftand the 
words we have rendered, Bel.+ 
them, to mean, Before them, (it beityg 
one of thofe words, of which there 
are feveral in the Arabic tongue, that 
have direct contrary fignifications.) 
eonfidering al Barzakh as a future 
pace, and lying betore, and not be- 
hind them. 

W See the Prelim, Ditc. Se&. IV. 
p--318. 


(2) V. Pocock. nat. in Port. Mofis, p. 248, &c. and 


wy) Esx Markus, apad Gol. Lex. 


be 
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be unjuft. GOD will fay unto them, Be ye driven 
away with ignominy thereinto: and {peak not unto me 
to deliver you. Verily there were a party of my fer- 
vants, who faid, O Lorn, we believe: wherefore for- 
give us, and be merciful unto us; for thou art the beft 
of thofe who fhew mercy. But ye received them with 
{coffs, fo that they fuffered you to forget my admo- 
nition”, and ye laughed them to fcorn. I have this 
day rewarded them, for that they fuffcred the injuries 
ye offered them with patience: verily they enjoy 
great felicity. GOD willfay, What number of years 
have ye continued on earth? They will anfwer, We 
have continued there a day, or part of aday’: but 
afk thofe who keep account’. GOD will fay, Ye 
have tarried but a little, ifye knewit. Did ye think 
that we had creatcd you in fport, and that ye fhould 
not be brought again before us? Wherefore let Gop 
be exalted, the King, the Truth! There is no Gop 
befides him, the Lorp of the honourable throne. 
Whoever, together with the true Gop, fhall invoke 
another god, concerning whom he hath no demonttra- 
tive proof, fhall furely be brought to an account for 
the fame before his Lorn. Verily the infidels fhall 
not profper. Say, O Lorn, pardon, and fhew mercy ; 
for thou art the beft of thédfe who fhew mercy. 


Cuap. 23. 


* They fuffered you to forget my 
admonition.} Being unable to pre- 
vail on you by their remonftrances, 
becaufe of the contempt wherein yc 
held them. 

Y A day or part of aday.] The 
time will feem thus fhort to them 
in comparifon to the eteinal duration 
of their torments, or becaufe the time 
of their living in the world was the 
time of their joy and pleafure; it 


being ufual for the Arabs to defcrihe 
what they like as of fhort, and what 
they diflike, as of long continuance. 

* Afk thofe who keep account. ] 
That is, the angels, who keep ace 
count of the leagth of mens’ lives, 
and of their works, or any other who 
may hgye leifure to compute; and 
not usy whofe torments diltraé our 
thoughts and attention. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 
Intitled, Light*; revealed at Mepina. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 
HIS Sura have we fent down from heaven; 
and have ratified the fame: and we have re- 

vealed therein evident figns, that ye may be warned. 
The whore, and the whoremonger, fhall ye fcourge 
with and hundred ftripes®. And let not compaffion 
towards them prevent you from executing the judg- 
ment of Gop‘; if ye believe in Gop and the laft 
day: and let fome of the true believers be witneffes 
of. their punifhment*. The whoremonger fhall not 
marry any other than a harlot, or an idolatrefs. And 
a harlot fhall no man take in marriage, except a 
whoremonger, oran idolater. And this kind of mar- 


riage is forbidden the true believers‘. 


® This title is taken from an allego- 
rical comparifon made between light 
and Gop, or faith in him, about the 
middle of the chapter. 

b The whore and the whoremonger 
fhall ye fcourge with an hundred 
ftripes, &c.] This law is not to be 
underftood to relate to married peo- 
ple, who are of free condition; be- 
caufe adultery in fuch, according to 
the Sonna, is to be punifhed by iton- 
ing (1). 

© Let not compaffion prevent you, 
&c.] i.e. Be not moved by pity, 
cither to forgive the offenders, or to 
mitigate their punifhment. Moham- 
med was for fo. {trict and impaitial an 
execution of the laws, that he is re- 
ported to have faid, If Fatema, the 
daughter of Mohammed, fteal, let her 
hand be ftruck off (2). 

4 Let fome of the true, believers be 
witnelles of their punifhment.] That 
is, Let the punifhment be inflidted 


(1) See chap. iv. p. 95, 96, and 98. 


But as to 
e thofe 


in public, and notin private; becaufe 
the ignominy of it 1s more intolcra- 
ble than the fmart, and more likely 
to work a reformation on the off ne 
der. Some fay there ought to be thice 
perfons prefent at the leait; but others 
think two, or even one, to be tuth- 
cient /3). 
¢ And this kind of marriage is for- 
bidden the true believers.] “The pre- 
ceding pailaze was revealed on ac- 
count of the meaner and more i- 
digent Mohajerins, or retugees, who 
fought to marry the whores of the 
ufidels taken captives in war, for 
the fake of the gain which they 
mad by proftituting themlelves, Some 
think the prohibition was {pecial, 
and regarded only the Mohaje- 
tins before-mgntioned ; and others 
are of opinion it was general; but 
it is agreed to have been abrogated 
by the words which follow in this 
chapter. Marry the fingle women 
anong 


(2) Af Berpaws. (3) Idem. 
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pom sweeaccufe women of reputation of whoredom‘, 
ug Pracuee. not four.witnefles of the fa&', {courge 
thera, with fourfcore ftripes, and receive not their 
teRtiniony for ever; for {uch are infamous prevari- 
cators: excepting thofe who fhall afterwards repent, 
and amend ; for unto fuch will Gop be gracious and 
merciful, .¢@ They who fhall accufe their wives of 
adultery, and fhall have no witneffes thereof befides 
themfelves; the teftimony which fhall be required’ of 
one of them fhall be, that he {wear four times by 
Gop that he fpeaketh the truth: and the fifth time 
that he imprecate the curfe of Gop on him, if he be 
aliar. And it fhall avert the punifhment from the 
wife, if fhe fwear four times by Gop that he is a 
liar; and if the fifth time fhe imprecate the wrath of 
Gop on her, if he fpcaketh the truth’. If it were 
not for the indulgence of Gop towards you, and his 
mercy, and that Gop is eafy to be reconciled, and 
wife; he wouldimmediately difcover your crimes. As 
to the party among you who have publifhed the 
falfehood congerning Ayes#a’, think it not to be an 
. evil 







among you; harlots being comprifed 
under the appellation of fingle women 


a). 
It is fuppofed by fome, that not 
marrizge, but unlawful commerce, 
with fuch women is here forbidden. 
€ Women of reputation.}] The 
Arabic word, Mohfinat, properly fig- 
nifies women of unblamable conduét ; 
but to bring the chaftilement after- 
mentioned on the calumniator, it is 
alfo requilite that they be free women, 
of ripe age, having their underftand- 
ings perfeét, and of the Moham- 
medan religion. Though the word 
be of the feminine gender, yet men 
are alfo fuppofed to be comprifed in 
this Jaw. F 
Abu Hanifa was of opinion, that 
the flanderer ought tu be fcourged in 
ublic, as well as the fornicator ; 
Put the generality are againfl him 


(2). 


(1) Al Bri paws. Jaf aro'posy. 


© See chap. 4. p. 95. 

B In cafe’ woth {wear, the man’s 
oath difcharges him trom the impu- 
tation and penalty of flander, and the 
woman’s oath frees her from the im- 
pa and penalty of adultery: 
nut though the woman do fwear to 
her innocence, yet the marriage is 
aCtually void, or ought to he declared 
void by the judge; becaufe it is not 
fit they fhould continue together 
after they have come to thefe extre- 
mities (3). * 

‘As to the party among you who 
have publifhed the falichood concern- 
ing Ayefha, &c.] For the under.® 
ftanding of this pailage. it is neceffary 
to relate the following flory. 

Mohammed having undertaken an 
expedition againit the tribe of Mo- 
ftalek, in the fixth year of the Hejra, 
took his wife Ayefha with him, to 
accompany him. In their return, 

when 


(2) Idem. (3) Idem. 


Craps’ 
evil unt® 
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Bis Gn the contrary, it is better for you". 


fig 


Every man‘of thens fhall be punifhed according to the 
injuftice oF which he hath been guilty’; and he 
among’ them who fiatlt ufidertaken to aggravate the 
fame", fhall fuffer a grievous punifhment. Did not 





when they were not far from Medina, 
the army removing by night, Ayetha, 
on the road, alighted from her camel, 
and ftepped afide on a private occa- 
fion: buton her return, perceiving fhe 
had dropped her necklace, which was 
of onyxes of Dhafar, fhe went back 
to look for it; and in the mean time 
her attendants, taking it for granted 
that fhe was got into her pavilion, (or 
little tent, furrounded with curtains, 
wherein women are carried in the 
eaft), fet it again on the camel, and 
led itaway. When fhe came back to 
the road, and {aw hercamel was gone, 
fhe fat down there, cxpetting that 
when fhe was miffed, fome would be 
fent back to fetch her; and ina little 
time fhe fell afleep. Early in the 
Morning Safwin Ebn al Moattel, who 
had ftaid behind to reft himfelf, com- 
ing by, and perceiving fomebody 
afleep, went to fee who it was, and 
knew her to be Ayefha; upon which 
he waked her, by twice pronouncing 
with a low voice thefe words, We 
are Gop's, and unto him mut we re- 
turn. Then Ayefha immediately co- 
vered herfelf with her veil; and Saf. 
wan fet heron his own camel. and led 
her after the army, which’ they over- 
took by noon, asthey were relting. 
This accident had like to have ruin- 
ed Ayefha, whofe reputation was pub- 
licly called in queftion, as if fhe had 
been guilty of-adultery with Safwan: 
and Mohammed himlelf knew not 
what to think, when he refleed on 
the circumftances of the affair, which 
were improved by fome malicious 
people very much to Ayefha’s difho- 
nour; and, notwithftanding his wife's 


“ 


proteftations of her innocence, he 
could not get rid of his lexity, 
nor ftop the months of the cenforious, 
till about a month after, when this 
paflage was revealed, declaring the ac- 
cufation to be unjuft (1). 

k Think it not to be an evil unto 
you; on the contrary, it is better for 
isa | The words are dire&ted to the 
prophet, ‘and to Ebu Becr, Avetha, 
and Safwan, the perfons concerned in 
this falfe report; fince, befides the 
amends they might expeé& in the next 
world, Gop had dong them the ho- 
nour to clear their reputations, by re. 
vealing eighteen veries exprefsly for 
that purpote (2). 

! Every man of them fhall be pu- 
nifhed, according to the injuftice of 
which he hath heen guilty.) The 
perfons concerned in tpreading the 
f{candal, were Abd'allah Ebn Obba, 
(who firft raifed it, and inflamed the 
matter to the utmolt, out of hatred to 
Mohammed,) Zeid Ebn Refaa, Hal- 
fan Ebn Thabet, Meftah Ebn Otha- 
tha, a great grandfon of Abd’almotal- 
leb’s, and Hamna Bint Jahafh: and 
every one of them received fourtcore 
ftripes, puriuant to the law ordained 
in this chapter, except only Abd’al- 
lah, who was exempted, being aman 
of great confideration (3). 

It is faid that, as a farther punifh- 
ment, Haffan and Meltah became 
blind, and that the former of them alfo 
lott the ufe of both his hands (4). 

m™ He who hath undertaken to ag- 
gravate the fame.] Viz. Abd'allah 
Ebn Obba, who had not the grace to 
become a true believer, but died aa 
infidel (5). 


(a) Al Boxnart in Sonna, Al Bripawt, Jariaré'pnrsy, &e | OV. 


Asu'.r. vit. Moh. 
(2) Al Berpawi. 


p. 82, &e. & Grvevirr, Viede Mahomet. lib. 4 vii. 
(3) Artrtrna, vit. Moh. p. 83. 


(g' Al Berpaws. 


(5) See’chap. ix. p. 255 not.4.p 256. not? 


the 
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the faithful men, and the faithful womenjswhen ye 
heard this, judge in their own minds for the beit; 
and fay, This is a manifeft falfehood? Have they 
produced four witneffes thereof? Wherefore fince 
they have not produced the witneffes, they are fure- 
ly liars in the fight of Gop. Had it not been for the 
indulgence of Gop towards you, and his mercy, in 
this world, andin that which is to come, verily a 
grievous punifhment had been infli€ted on you, for 
the calumny which ye have fpread: when ye pub- 
lifhed that with your tongues, and {poke that with 
your mouths, of which ye had no knowledge; and 
cftecmed it to be ‘light, whereas it was a matter of 
importance in the fight of Gop. When ye heard it, 
did ye fay, It belongeth not unto us, that we fhould 
talk of this matter: Gop forbid! this is a grievous 
calumny ? Gop warneth you, that ye return not to 
the like crime for ever; if ye be true believers. And 
Gop declareth unto you his figns; for Gop is know- 
ing and wife. Verily they who love that fcandal be 
publifhed of thofe who believe, fhall receive a fe- 
vere pygnifhment both in this world, and in the next. 
Gop knowcth, but ye know not. Had it not been 
forthe indulgence of Gop towards you, and his 
mercy, and that Gop is gracious and merciful, ye 
had felt his vengeance. O true believers, follow 
not the fteps of the devil: for whofoever fhall fol- 
low the fteps of the devil, he will command him filthy 
crimes, and that which is unlawful. If it were not 
for the indulgence of Gop, and his mercy towards 
you, there had not -been fo much as one of you 
cleanfed from his guilt for ever: but Gon cleanfeth 
whom he pleafeth; for Gop both hearethand know- 
eth. Let not thofe among you who poffefs abund- 
anee of wealth, and have ability, {wear that they 
will not give unto their kindred, and the poor, and 
thofe who have fled their country for the fake of 
Gon’s true religion: but let them forgive, and a& 
with benevolence towards them. Do ye not defire 

that 
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that Gop fhould pardonyou"? And Gop is gracious 
and merciful. Moreover, they who falfely accufe 
modeft women, who behave ina negligent manner’, 
-and are true believers, fhall be curfed in this world,’ 
and in the world to come; and they fhall fuffer a 
fevere punifhment’. One day their own tongues 
fhall bear witnefs againft them, and their hands, 
and their feet, concerning that which they have 
done. On that day fhall Gop render unto them 
their juft due; and they fhalf know that Gop 1s the 
evident truth. The wicked women fhould be join- 
ed to the wicked men, and the wicked men to the 
wicked women; but the good women fhould be 
married to the good men, and the good men to the 
good women., Thefe fhall be cleared from the ca- 
lumnies which flanderers fpeak of them™: they fhall 
obtain pardon, and an honourable provifion. O 
true believers, enter not any houfes, befides your 
own houfes, until ye have afked leave, and have 
faluted the family thereof": this is better for you; 

perad- 


® Let not thofe among you who 
have ability, fwear that they will not 
give unto their kindred, &c.| This 
pallage was revealed on account of 
Abu Becr; who {wore that he would 
not for the future beftow any thing on 
Meftah, though he was his mother's 
fifter’s fon, and a poor MohAajer, or 
refugee, becaufe he had joined in 
icandalizing his daughter Ayefha. But 
on Mohammed’s reading this vere to 
him, hecontinued Melia penfion (1). 

° Who behave ina f€gligent man- 
sa i.e, Who may be lefs careful 
in their conduét, and more free in 
their behaviour, as being confcious of 
no ill, 

P Though the words be gencral, vet 
they principally regard thofe who 
fhould calumniate the prophet’s wives 
According to a faying of Ebn Abbas, 
if the threats contained in the whole 
Koran be examined, there are none {o 


(2) Al Bernawr, JArLaro’pnry. 
(4. See chap. ia. p. ia, not,* and chap. x «xin. 


chap. xii. p. 38, 39. 
(5: Seechap. xin p gp. 


fevere as thofe occafioned by the falfe 
accufation of Ayefha; wherefore he 
thought even repentance would ftand 
her flanderers in no ftead (2). 

4 Thefe fhall be cleared. &c.] Al 
Beidawi oblerves, on this paifage, 
that Gon cleared four peifons by 
four extraordinary teftimonies : for 
he cleared Joleph by the tellimony 
of a child in his miftrefs’s family 
(3): Moles, by means of the ftone 
which fled away with his garments 
(4i: Mary, bythe teftimony of het 
intant 5); and Ayefha, by thefe verles 
of the Koran. 

* Enter not any houtes befides your 
own, till ve have afked leave, &e. | 
To enter fuddenly or abruptly into 
any man's houle or apartment, 18 
reckoned a great incivility in the 
calt; becaufe a perfon may poffibly 
be furprifed in an indecent aétion 
or pofture, or may have fomething 


(2) Al Berpawt. (33 Sce 
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peradventure ye will: be admonifhed.-. And if ye 
flvall find no perfon in the houfes, yet do not enter 
‘them, until leave be granted you: and if it be faid 
unto you, Return back ; do you return back. This 
will be more decent for you'; and Gop knoweth 
that which ye do. It fhall be no crime in you, that 
ye enter uninhabited houfes‘; wherein ye may ‘meet 
with a convenience. Gop knoweth that which ye 
difcever, and that which ye conceal. Speak unto 
the true believers, that they reftrain their eyes, and 
keep themfelves ffom immodeft ations: this will be 
more pure for them; for Gop 1s, well acquainted 
with that which they do. And {peak unto the be- 
lieving women, that they reftrain their eyes, and pre- 
ferve their modefty, and difcover not their oma- 
ments", except what neceflarily appeareth thereof”: 
and let them throw their veils over their bofoms*, 
and not fhew their ornaments, unlefs to their huf- 
bands’, or thcir fathers, or their hufbands’ fathers, 
or their fons, or their hufbands’ fons, or their bro- 
thers, or their brothers’ fons, or their fifters’ fons’, 

or 


difcovered which he would conceal. 
It is faid that a mancame to Mo- 
hammed, and waited to know whce- 
ther he muft afk leave to go in to 
Bis fifter; which being anfwered in 
the affirmative, he told the prophet 
that his fifter had nobody elfe to 
‘attend upon her, and it would he 
troublefome to afk leave every time 
‘he went in to her. What, replied 
‘Mohammed, wouldeft thou fee her 
__ naked, (1)? 
+>, © This will be more dgcent.} Than 
4,0 be importunate for admiffon, or 
‘fo. wit at the door. 

£ Dninbabited houfes.] i, e. Which 
are ‘wot the private habitation of a 
family; fuch as public inns, thops, 

& es 


re 
. 4. And: difeover not their oma- |: 
aa ' becaule they cannot - avoid’ 
_ them frequently, and ~ there is no 


mente] As their clothes, jewels, and 
ye en of their toilets. mniach lefs 


~ Except what neceffarily appear- 
eth.] Some think theiroutward gar- 
ments are here meant; and others, 
their hands and faces, It is generally 
held, however, that’# free woman 
ought not to difcover even thofe 
parts, unlefs to the perfons after ex- 
cepted, or on fome unavoidable oc- 
calion, as their giving evidence in 
public, taking advice or medicines in 
cafe of ficknedhec. 

e* Let thett throw their veils over 
their bofoms.] Taking care to cover 
their heads, necks, and breafts. 

Y Unlefs to their hufbands.] For 
whole fake it is that they adorn them- 
felyes, and who alone havethe privilege 
to fee their whole bédy,: * 

* Or their fathers, &c.] Thefe 
near relations are alfo excepted, 
ing 





fuch parts of their bodies as ought ot great danger to be apprehended 
to fe cee: ° 8 from then: They are "~~~ 7 
(1) Al Berawr. 


therefore, 
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or their women*, or the captives which their right. 
hands fhall poffefs’, or unto fuch men as attend 
them, and have no need of women‘, or unto chil- 
dren, who diftinguifh not the nakednefs of women. 
And let them not make a noife with their feet, that 
their ornaments which they hide may thereby be dif- 
covered", And be ye all turned unto Gop, O true 
believers, that ye may be happy. Marry thofe who 
are fingle*‘ among you, and fuch as are honeft of 
your men-fervants, and your maid-fervants: if they 
be poor, Gop will enrich them of ‘his abundance; 


therefore, to fee what cannot well be 
concealed in fo familiar an intercourfe 
(1), but no other part of their body, 
particularly whatever is between the 
Naval and the knees (2). 

Uncles not being here particularly 
mentioned, it is adoubt whether they 
may be admitted to fee their nieces. 
Some think they are included under 
the appellation of brothers : but others 
are of opinion that they are not com- 
prifed in this exception; and give 
this reafon for it, viz. left they fhould 
defcribe the perfons of their nieces to 
their fons (3). 

* Or their women.] That is, fuch 
as are of the Mohammedan religion; 
it being reckoned by fome unlawful, 
or, at leaft, indecent, for a woman, 
who is a true believer, to uncover 
herfelf before one who is an infidel, 
becaufe fhe will hardly refrain de- 
{cribing her to the men: but others 
{uppofe all women in general are 
here ses or for, in this particular, 
dottors differ (4). 

® Or the captives, é&c.} Slaves of 
either fex are included in this excep- 
tion, and, as fome think, domeftic 
fervants who are not flaves ; as thofe of 
a different nation. It is related, that 
Mohammed once made a prefent of a 
man flave to his daughter Fatema ; and 
‘when he brought him to her, fhe had 


on a garment which was fo {canty, 
that fhe was obliged to leave either 
her head or her feet uncovered : and 
that the prophet, feeing her in great 
confufion on that account, told her, 
fhe nced be under no concern, for 
that there was none prefcnt befides 
her father and her flave (5). 

© And have no need of women. ] 
Or have no defire to enjoy them; 
fuch as decript old men, and de- 
formed or filly perfons, who follow 
people as hangers-on, for their {pare 
vidtuals, being too defpicable to raife 
either a woman’s paffion, or a man’s 
Jealoufy. Whether eunuchs are com- 
prehended under this general defig- 
nation, is a queftion among the 
learned (6). 

4 Let them not make a noife with 
their feet, &c.] By fhaking the rings 
which the women in the caft wear 
about their ancles, and are ufually 
of gold or filver (7). The pride 
which the Jewith ladies of old took 
in making a tinkling with thefe orna- 
ments of their feet, is (among other 
things of that nature) fevercly reproved 
by the prophet Ifaial. (8). 

* Thole who are a yee i. ¢. 
Thole who are unmarried of either 
fex ; whether they have been married 
before or not. 


(1) Al Berpawr. (2) JALLALO’pDIN. (3) Al Beapawt. 
(4) Idem. JanLato’ppin, 5) Idem. (6) Idem, JALLALO’DDIN, 
Yauya. (7) Idem, (8) Ifaiah iii. 26, 28. 
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for Gop is bounteous and wife. And let thofe who 
find not a match, keep themfelves from fornication, 
until Gop fhall enrich them of his abundance. And 
unto fuch of your flaves‘ as defire a written inftru- 
ment, allowing them to redeem themfelves on paying a 
certain fum*, write one, if ye know good in them", 
and give them of the riches of Gop, which he hath 
given you'. And compel not your maid-fervants to 
proftitute themfelves, if they be willing to live chaft- 
ly; that ye may feek the cafual advantage of this 
prefent life‘: but whoever fhall compel them there- 
to, verily Gop will be gracious and merciful unto 
fuch women after their compulfion. And now have 
we revealed unto you evident figns, and a hiftory like 
unto fome of the hiftories of thofe who have gone be- 
fore you', and an admonition unto the pious. Gop 
is the light of heaven and earth: the fimilitude of 
his light is as a niche in a wall, wherein a lamp 1s 
placed, and the lamp enclofed in a cafe of glafs; the 
glafs appears as it were a fhining ftar. It is lighted 
with the oil of a bleffed tree, an olive neither of the 
eaft, nor of the weft™: it wanteth little but that the 


f Your flaves.] Of either fex. 

€ A written inftrument, eet 
Whereby the mafter obliges himfe 
to {et his flave at liberty, on receiv- 
ing a certain {um of money, which 
the flave undertakes to pay. 

bh If ye know zon in them. ] 
That is, If ye have found them faith- 
ful, and have reafon to believe they 
will perform their engagement. 

i Give them of the riches which 
Gon hath given you.] Either by he- 
ftowing fomething on them of your 
own fubftance, or by abating them a 
part of their ranfom. Some fuppofe 
thefe words are dire€ted, not to the 
matters only, but to all Moflems in 
general; recommending it to them 
to affift thofe who have obtained 
their freedom, and paid their ranfom, 
either out of their own ftock, or by 
admitting them to have a fhare in the 
public alins (1). 


(1) Al Brrpawz, 
(4) Idem. 


(2) Idem, JALLALO’DDIN. 


* Compel not your maid-fervants 
to proftitute themfelves, &c.] It feems 
Abda’llah Ebn Obba had fix women 
flaves, on whom he laid a certain tax, 
which he obliged them to eam by the 
proftitution af their bodies: and one 
of them made her complaint to Mo- 
hammed, which occafioned the see 
velation of this paffage (2). 

1 A hiftory like unto fome of the 
hiftories of thofe who have gone be- 
fore you.] i.e. The ftory of the 
falie acculation of Ayclha, which re- 
fembles thofe of Jofeph and the Vir- 
gin Mary (3). 

™ Neither of the eaft, nor of the 
weft.] But of a more excellent kind. 
Some think the meaning to be, that 
the tree grows neither in the caftern 
nor the weftern parts, but in the 
midft of the world, namely, in Syria, 
where the beft olives grow (4). 


(3) Idem. 


oi 
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oil thereof would give light, although no fire touched 
it. This is light added unto light": Gop will dire 
unto his light whom he pleafeth. Gop propoundeth 
parables unto men; for Gop knoweth all things. 
In the houfes which Gop hath permitted to be raifed°, 
and that his name be commemorated therein, men 
celebrate his praife in the fame morning and even- 
ing, whom neithcr merchandifing, nor felling, di- 
verteth from the remembering of Gon, and the ob- 
fervance of prayer, and the giving of alms; fearing 
the day whereon mens’ hearts and eyes fhall be trou- 
bled; that Gop may recompenfe them according to 
the utmoft merit of what they fhall have wrought, 
and may add unto them of his abundance a more ex- 
cellent reward; for Gop beftoweth on whom he 
pleafeth without meafure. But as to the unbelievers, 
their works are like the vapour ina plain’, which 
the thirfty traveller thinketh to be water, until when 
he cometh.thereto, he findeth it to be nothing; but 
he findeth Gop with him‘, and he will fully pay 


" This is light added unto light. ] 
Or a light whofe brightnefs is doubly 
increafed by the circumftances above- 
mentioned. 

The commentators explain this al- 
legory, and every particular of it, 
with great fubtility; interpreting the 
light here defcribed, to be the light 
revealed in the Koran, or Gon’s en- 
lightening grace in the heartof man; 
and in divers other manners. 

° In the houfes, &c.] The con- 
ne€tion of thefe words is not very 
obvious. Some fuppofe they ought 
to be joined with the preceding 
words, Like a niche, or, It is lighted, 
in the houfes, &c. and that the com- 
panioe is more {trong and jult, by 

cing made to the lamps in mofques, 
which are larger than thofe in pri- 
vate houfes. Some think they are 
rather to be connected with the fol- 
lowing words, Men praife, &c. And 
Others are of opinion, they are an im- 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


perfe&t beginning of a fentence, and 
that the words, Praife ye Gop, or 
the like, are to be underftood. 
However, the houfes here intended, 
are thofe fet apart for divine wor- 
fhip; or particularly the three prin- 
cipal temples of Mecca, Medina, and 
Jerufalem (1). 

P The vapour in a aie The 
Arabic word Serab fignifies that falfe 
appearance which, in the  eaftern 
countries, is often feen in fandy 
eae about noon, refembling a large 
ake of water in motion, and is occa- 
fioned by the reverberation of the 
fun-beams. It {ometimes tempts 
thirfty travellers out of their way, but 
deceives them when they come near, 
either going forward, (for it always 
appears at the jame diftance,) or quite 
vanifhing (2). 

@ He findeth Gon with him ] 
That is, He will not efcape the notice 
or vengeance of Gop. 


(2) V. Q. Curt. de rebus Alex. lib. 7. & Got. 


in Alfrag. p. 121, & in Adag. Arab. ad calcem Gram. Erp. p. 93. 
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him his account; and Gop is fwift in taking an ac- 
count: or as the darknefs in a deep fea, covered 
by waves riding on waves, above which are clouds, 
being additions of darknefs one over the other; when 
one ftretcheth forth his hand, he is far from feeing it. 
And unto whomfoever Gop fhall not grant his light, 
he fhall enjoy no light at all. Doft thou not per- 
ceive that all creatures both in heaven and earth 
praife Gop; and the birds alfo, extending their 
wings? Every one knoweth his prayer, and his 
praife: and Gop knoweth that which they do. 
Unto Gop belongeth the kingdom of heaven and 
earth; and unto Gop fhall be the return at the laft 
day. Doft thou not fee that Gop gently driveth for- 
ward the clouds, and gathereth them together, and 
then layeth them on heaps? Thou alfo feeft the rain, 
which falleth from the midft thereof; and GOD 
fendeth down from heaven as it were mountains, 
wherein there is hail; he ftriketh therewith whom he 
pleafeth, and turneth the fame away from whom he 
pleafeth: the brightnefs of his lightning wanteth 
but litle of taking away the fight. Gop fhifteth 
the night, and the day; verily herein is an inftruc- 
tion unto thofe who have fight. And Gop hath 
created every animal of water’; one of them goeth 
on his belly, and another of them walketh upon two 
feet, and another of them walketh upon four feet: 
Gop createth that which he pleafeth; for Gop is 
almighty. Now have we fent down evident figns: 
and Gop direéteth whom he pleafeth into the right 
way. The hypocrites fay, We believe in Gop, and 
on his apoftle; and we obey them: yet a part of 
them turneth back, after this; but thefe are not 
really believers. And when they are fummoned be- 


* Of water.] This affertion, which mentioned only as the chief caufe of 
has already occurred in another place, the growth of animals, and a con- 
(1) being not true in friGinel,, the fiderable and neceffary conftituent pare 
commentators fuppofe, that by water of their bodies. : 
is meant feed; or elfe that water is 


(1) Chap. xxi. p. 155. 
fare 
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fore Gop and his apoftle, that he may judge between 
them; behold, a part of them retire: but if the right 
had been on their fide, they would have come and 
fubmitted themfelves unto him. Is there an infirmity 
in their hearts? Do they doubt? Ordo they fear left 
Gop and his apoftle a unjuftly towards them? But 
themfelves are the unjuft doers*. The faying of the 
true believers, when thcy are fummoned before Gop 
and his apoftle, that he may judge between them, is no 
other than that they fay, We have heard, and do obey: 
and thefe are they who fhall profper. Whoever fhall 
obey Gop and his apoftle, and fhall fear Gop, and 
{hall be devout towards him; thefe fhall enjoy great 
felicity. They {wear by Gop, with a moft folemn 
oath, that if thou commandeft them, they will go forth 
from their houfes and poffeffions. Say, Swear not to 
afalfehood: obedience is more requifite : and Gop is 
well acquainted with that which ye do. Say, Obey 
Gop, andobey the apoftle: but if ye turn back, verily 
it is expected of him that he perform his duty, and of 
you that ye perform your duty ; and if ye obey him, 
ye fhall be dire€&ted: but the duty of our apoftle is 
only public preaching. Gop promifeth unto fuch of 
you as belicve, and do good works, that he will 
caufe them to fucceed the unbelievers in the earth, as 
he caufed thofe who were before you to fucceed the 
infidels of their time‘, and that he will eftablifh for 
them their religion which pleafeth them, and will 
change their fear into fecurity. They fhall worfhip 
me; and fhall not affociate any other with me. But 
whoever fhall difbelieve after this, they will be the 


© The hypocrites fay, We believe fufed to fubmit a difpute he had with 
in Gop and his apoftles, &c.] This Ali tothe prophet’s decifion (2). 

affage was occafioned by Bafhir the * As he caufed thofe who were 
bpgenits, who having acontroverfy before you, to fuccced the infidels of 
with a Jew, appealed to Caab Ebn al their time.] i.e, As he caufed the 
Athraf, whereas the Jew appealed to —_Hiraelites to difpoffels the Canaanites, 
Mohammed (1); or, as others tell us,  &c. 
by Mogheira Ebn Wayel, who re- 


(1) See chap. iv. p. 106. not. © (2) Al Berpaws. 
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wicked doers. Obferve prayer, and give alms, and 
obey the apoftle; that ye may obtain mercy. Think 
not that the unbelievers fhall fruftrate the defigns of 
GOD on earth: and their abode hereafter fhall be 
hell-fire; a miferable journey fhall it be thither! O 
true believers, let your flaves, and thofe among you 
who fhall not have attained the age of puberty, afk 
leaveofyou,before they come into your prefence,three 
times in the day", namely, before the morning prayer", 
and when ye lay afide your garments at noon”, and 
after the evening prayer’. Thefe are the three times 
for you to be private: it fhall be no crime in you, or 
‘ in them, if they go into you without afking permiffion 
after thefe times, while ye are in frequent attendance, 
the one of you on the other. Thus Gop declareth 
his figns unto you; for Gop is knowing and wife. 
And when your children attain the age of puberty, 
let them afk Icave to come into your prefence at all 
times, in the fame manner as thofe who have attained 
that age before them, afk leave. Thus Gon de- 
clareth his figns unto you; and Gop is knowing and 
wife. As to fuch women as are paft child-bearing, 
who hope not to marry again, becaufe of their ad- 
vanced age; it fhall be no crime in them, if they lay 


\V Let your flaves, and thofe who 
fhall not have attained the age of pu- 
berty, afk leave before they come into 
your prefence, &c.] Becaule there 
are certain times when it is not conve- 
nient, even fora domeftic, or a child, 
to come in to one without notice. It 
is faid this paflage was revealed on 
account of A{ma Bint Morthed, whofe 
fervant entered fuddenly upon her at 
an improper time: but others fay, it 
was occafioned by Modraj Ebn Am- 
ru, then a boy, who being fent by 
Mohammed to call Omar to him, 
went dire€tly into the room where he 
was, without giving notice, and found 
him taking his noon’s nap, and in no 
very decent pofture; at which Omar 
was {fo ruffled, that he wifhed Gop 


would forbid even their fathers, and 
children, to come in to them abruptly, 
at fuch times (1). 

~ Before the morning prayer. | 
Which is the time of people's rifing 
from their beds, and dreiling them- 
{elves for the day. 

* When ye lay afide your garments 
at noon,| That is, when ye take off 
your upper garments to flcep at noon; 
which isa common cuitom in the eaft, 
and all warm countries, 

Y And after evening prayer ] When 
ye undrefs yourlelves to prepare for 

ed. Al Beidawi adds a fourth fea- 
fon, when permiffion to enter muft 
he afked, viz. at night; but this fol- 
lows of courle. 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


afide 
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afide their outer garments, not fhewing their orna- 
ments’; butif they abftain from this, it will be better 
for them. Gop both heareth and knoweth. It fhall 
be no crime in the blind, nor fhal! it be any crime in 
the lame, neither fhall it be any crime in the fick, or 
in yourfelves, that yeeat in your houfes*, or in the 
houfes of your fathers, or the hcufes of your mothers, 
or in the houfes of your brothers, or the houfes of 
your fifters, or the houfes of your uncles on the fa- 
ther’s fide, or the houfes of your aunts on the father’s 
fide, or the houfes of your uncles on the mother’s 
fide, or the houfes of your aunts on the mother’s fide, 
or in thofe houfes the keys whereof ye have in your 
poffeifion, or in the houfe of your friend. It fhall 
not be any crime in you whether ye eat together, or 
feparately’. And when ye enter any houfes, falute 
onc another‘ on the part of Gop, witha bleffed and 
a welcome falutation. Thus Gop declareth his figns 
unto you, that ye may underftand. Verily they only 
are true believers, who believe in Gop andhis apoftle, 


@ See before, p. 193. 

® That ye cat in your houfes, i. e. 
Where your wives or families are; or 
in the houfes of your fons, which may 
be looked on as your own, 

This paflage was defigned to re- 
move fome fcruples or fuperftitions 
of the Arabs in Mohaimnmed’s time; 
fome of whom thought their cating 
with maimed or fick people defiled 
them, Others imagined they ought 
not to cat in the houfe of another, 
though ever fo nearly related to them, 
er though they were intrufted with 
the key and care of the houfe in the 
mafter’s ablence, and might therefore 
conclude it would be no offence; and 
others declined cating with their 
friends, though invited, left they 
fhould be burdenfome (1). The whole 
paffage feems to be no more than a 
declaration that the things {crupled, 
were perfeétly innocent : however, the 
commentators fay it is now abrogated, 


(1) Idem, JaLLato’ppIn. 


N 4 


and that it related only to the old 
Arabs, in the infancy of Mohamme- 
difin. 

6 It fhall be no crime, whether ye 
eat together or {eparate.] As the tribe 
of Leith thought it unlawful for a man 
to eat alone; and fome of the Ansars, 
if they had a gueft with them, never 
ate but in hiscompany; fo there were 
others who refufed to eat with any, 
Out of a fuperflitious caution, leit 
they fhould be defiled, or out of a 
hogeifh greedineis (2). 

© Salute one another.] — Literally, 
yourlelves ; that is, according to al 
Beidawi, the people of the houle, to 
whom ye are united by the tes of 
blood, and by the common bond 
of religion, And if there be nobody 
in the houfe, fays Jallalo’ddin, falute 
yourlelves, and fay, Peace on us, and 
on the righteous fervants of Gon: 
for the angels will return your faluta- 
tion, 


(2) Idem. 


and 
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and when they are affembled with him on any affair", 
depart not until they have obtained leave of him. 
Verily they who afk leave of thee, are thofe who be- 
lieve in Gop and hisapoftle. When therefore we 
afk leave of thee to depart, on account of any bufinef's 
of their own, grant leave unto fuch of them as thou 
fhalt think fit, and afk pardon for them of Gop‘, for 
Gop is gracious and merciful. Let not the calling of 
the apoitle be efteemed among you, as your calling the 
one to the other’. Gop knoweth fuch of you as pri- 
vately withdraw themfelves from the affembly, tak- 
ing fhelter behind one another. But let thofe who 
withftand his command, take heed, left fome cala- 
mity befal them in this world, or a grievous punifh- 
ment be infli€ted on them in the lifeto come. Doth 
not whatever is in heaven and on earth belong unto 
Gop? He well knoweth what ye are about: and on 
a certain day they fhall be affembled before him ; and 
he fhall declare unto them that which they have 
done; for Gop knoweth all things. 


© On any affair.] As at public 
prayers, or a folemn feaft, oy at coun- 
cil, or on a military expedition. 

© Afk pardon for them of ee 
Becaufe fuch departure, though wit 
leave, and on a reafonable excufe, is 
a kind of failure in the exaét perform- 
ance of their duty; feeing they prefer 
their temporal affairs to the advance- 
ment of the true religion (1). 

f Let not the calling of the apoftle 
of Gon be efteemed among you as 
your calling the one to the other.] 
Thefe words are varioufly interpet- 
ed: for their meaning may be, ei- 
ther, Make not light of the apoftle’s 
fummons, as ye would of another per- 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


fon’s of equal condition with your. 
felves, by not obeying it, or by dee 
parting out of, or coming into, his 
prefence without leave firft obtained ; 
or, Think not that when the apoitle 
calls upon Gop in prayer, it is with 
him, as with you, when ye prefer a 
petition to a fuperior, who fometimes 
grants, but as often denies your {uit ; 
or, Cal] not to the apoftle as ye do 
to one another, that is, by name, or 
familiarly and with a loud voice; but 
make ufe of fome honourable com. 
pellation, as, O apoftle of Gon, or, 
O prophet of Gop ; and {peak in an 
humble modeft manner (2). 


(2) Idem, JArLALo’ppDIN, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXV. 
Intitled, AL ForKAN; revealed at MEcca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


¥T) LESSED be he who hath revealed the For- 

KAN® unto his fervant, that he may be a 
preacher untoall creatures: unto whom belongeth the 
kingdom of heaven and of earth: who hath begot- 
ten no iffue; and hath no partner in his kingdom: 
who hath created all things; and difpofed the fame 
according to his determinate will. Yet have they 
taken other gods befides him, which have created 
nothing, but are themfelves created"; and are able 
neither to avert evil from, nor to procure good unto 
themfelves; and have not the power of death, or of 
life, or of raifing the dead. And the unbelievers 
fay, This Koran is no other than a forgery which 
he hath contrived: and other people have affifted 
him therein’: but they utter an unjuft thing, and a 
falfehood. They alfo fay, Thefe are fables of the 
ancients, which he hath caufed to be written down; 
and they are diétated unto him morning and even- 
ing. Say, He hath revealed it, who knoweth the 
fecrets in heaven and earth: verily he is gracious and 
merciful. And they fay, What kind of apoftle is 
this? He eateth food, and walketh in the {treets*, 


© The Forkan.] Which is one of 
the names of the Koran. See the 
Prelim. Dif. Se&. III. p. 75. 

» But are themiclves created. ] Being 
either the heavenly bodies, or idols, 
the works of mens’ hands. 

i See chap. xvi. p. 89. It is fup- 
pofed the Jews are particularly in- 
tended in this place; becaufe they 
ufed to repeat paffages of ancient 
hiftory to Mohammed, on which 
he ufed to difcourfe, and make obf{ere 
vations (1). 


k He eateth food, and walketh jn 
the oe Being fubjeé& to the fame 
wants and infirmities of nature, and 
obliged to fubmit to the fame low 
means of fupporting himfelf and his 
family with ourfelves. The Mece 
cans were acquainted with Mohame- 
med, and with his circumftances and 
way of life, too well to change 
their old familiarity into the reverence 
duc to the meffenger of God; fora 
prophet hath no honour in his owp 
country. 


(s) Al Brrpawt. 


as 
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as we do: unlefs an angel be fent down unto him, 
and become a fellow-preacher with him; or unlefs a 
treafure be caft down unto him; or he have a gar- 
den, of the fruit whereof he may eat; we will not 
believe. The ungodly alfo fay, Ye follow no other 
than a man who is diltraéted. Behold, what they 
liken thee unto. But they are deceived; ncither can 
they find a juft occafion to reproach thee. Bleffed be 
he, who, if he pleafeth, will make for thee a better 
provifion than this which they {peak of; namely, gar- 
dens through which rivers flow: and he will provide 
thee palaces. But they rejeét the belief of the hour 
of judgment as a falfchood: and we have prepared 
for him, who fhall reye€t the belief of that hour, 
burning fire; when it fhall fee them from a diftant 
place, they fhall hear it furioufly raging and roar- 
ing. And when they fhall be caft bound together 
into a ftrait place thereof, they fhall there call for 
death: but it fhall be anfwered them, Call not this day 
for one death, but call for many deaths. Say, Is 
this better, or a garden of eternal duration, which is 
promifed unto the pious? It fhall be given unto 
them for a reward, and a retreat: therein fhall they 
have whatever they pleafe; continuing in the fame 
for ever. This is a promife to be demanded at the 
hands of thy Lorp. Ona certain day he fhall af- 
femble them, and whatever they worfhip, befides 
Gop; and fhall fay unto the worfhipped, Did ye fe- 
duce thefe my fervants ; or did they wander of them- 
felves from the right way? They fhall anfwer, Gop 
forbid! It was not fitting for us, that we fhould 
take any protectors befides thee: but thou didft per- 
mit them and their fathers to enjoy abundance; fo 
that they forgat thy admonition, and became loft 
people. And GOD fhall fay unto their worfhippers, 
Now have thefe convinced you of falfehood, in that 
which ye fay : they can neither avert your punifhment, 
nor give you any affiftance. And whoever of you 
fhall be guilty of injuftice, him will we caufc to tafte 
a gricvoys-torment, We have fent no meffengers 

before 
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before thee, but they ate food, and walked through 
the ftreets: and we make fome of you an occafion of 
trial unto others’. Will ye perfevere with patience? 
fince your Lorp regardcth your perfeverance. *They 
who hope not to mect us at the refurrettion, fay, 
Unlefs the angels be fentdown unto us, or we fee our 
Lorp himfelf, we will not belicve. Verily they be- 
have themfelves arrogantly; and have transgrefled 
with an enormous transgreffion. The day whereon 
they fhall fee the angels”, there fhall be no glad 
tidings on that day for the wicked; and they fhall 
fay, Be this removed far from us! and we will come 
unto the work which they fhall have wrought, and 
we will make it as duft fcattered abroad. On that 
day fhall they who are deftined to paradife be more 
happy in an abode, and have a preferable place of 
repofe at noon". On that day the heaven fhall be 
cloven in funder by the clouds, and the angels fhall 
be fent down, defcending vifibly thercin®. On that 
day the kingdom fhall of right belong wholly unto 
the Merciful; and that day fhall be gricvous for the 
unbelievers. On that day, the unjuft perfon ? fhall 

bite 


1 We have made fome of you an 
occalion of trial unto others. ] Giving 
occafion of envy, repining, and malice; 
to the poor, mean, and fick, for ex- 
ample, when they compare their own 
condition with that of the rich, the 
noble, and thofe who arein health : and 
trying the people to whom prophets 
are fent, by thofe prophets (1). 

m '~he day whereon they fhall fee 
the angels viz, At their death, or at 
the refurre¢tion. 

© A preferable place of repofe at 
noon. ] For the buiinefs of the day of 
judgment will be over by that time; 
and the bleffed will pafs their noon in 
paradife, and the damned in hell (2). 

® The heavens fhall be cloven in 
funder, &c.] i,¢. They fhall part, aud 
make way for the clouds which fhall 


(1) AlBerpwar, JALLALO'DDIN. 


defcend with the angels, bearing the 
books wherein every man’s actions are 
recorded. 

P The unjuft perfon.] It is fup- 
poled by fome that thefe words par- 
ticularly relate to Okba Ebn Abi 
Moait,who ufed to be muchin Mohaine 
med’s company, and having once in- 
vited him to an entertainment, the 
prophet refuied to talte of his meat, 
unlefs he would profels Mim; which 
accordingly he did. Soonatter, Okba 
mecting Obba Ebn Khalf, his intimate 
friend, and being reproached by him 
for changing his religion, aifured him 
that ke had not, but had only pro- 
nounced the profeffion of faith to en- 
gage Mohammed to eat with him, be- 
caule he could not for fhame let him 
go out of his houle without cating. 


(9) Idem. 


However 


XIX. 
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bite his hands for anguifh and defpair, and fhall fay, 
O that I had taken the way of truth with the apoftle ! 
Alas for me! O that I had not taken fuch a one? 
for my friend! He fedyced me from the admonition 
of GOD, after it had come unto me: for the devil is 
the betrayer ofman. And the apoftle fhall fay,O Lorn, 
verily my people efteemed this Koran to bea vain 
compofition. Inlike manner did we ordain untoevery 
prophet an enemy from among the wicked: but thy 
Lorpisafufficient director, and defender. The unbe- 
lievers fay, Unlefs the Koran is {ent down unto him 
entire at once’, we will not believe. Butin this man- 
ner have we revealed it,that we might confirm thy heart 
thereby ‘, and we have dictated it gradually, by dif- 
tin& parcels. They fhall not come unto thee with 
any Itrange qucflion; but we will bring thee the 
truth in anfwer, and a moft excellent interpretation. 


Crap. 25, 


However, Obba protcficd that he 
would not be fatisfied, unlefs he went 
to Mohammed, and {et his toot on his 
neck, and fpit in his face: which 
Okba, rather than break with his 
friend, performed in the public hall, 
where he found Mohamnied {fitting ; 
whereupon the prophet told him, 
that if ever he met him out of Mecca, 
he would cut of his head And he 
was as ood as his word; for Okba, 
being afterwards taken prifoner at the 
battle of Bedr, had his bead ftruck 
off hy Al, at Mohammed’s com- 
mand. As for Obha, he received a 
wound from the prophet’s own hand, 
atthe battle of Ohod, of which he 
died at his return to Mecca (1). 

9 Such a ae According tothe pre- 
ceding note, this was Obba Ebn 
Khalf. 

’ Unlefs the Koran be revealed at 
once. ] As were the Pentateuch, Pialms, 
and Gofpel, according to the Moham- 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


fg) sec the Prelim. Dif. Se&. III. p. 84, &c. 


medan notion ; whereas it was twenty- 
three years before the Koran was com- 
pletely revealed (2), 

* That we might confirm thy heart. ] 
Both to infufe courage and conftancy 
into thy mind, and to ftrengthen thy 
memory and underftanding. For, fay 
the commentators, the prophet’s re- 
ceiving the divine direétion, from time 
to time, how to behave, and to {peak 

1 any emergency, and the frequent 

hts of the angel Gabriel, greatly en- 

aiaged and {upported him under all 

s difhcultics: and the revealing of 
the Koran by degrees, was a great, 

‘, to him, a neceffary help for his 

‘taining and underftanding it; which 
would have been impoflible for him 
have done, with any exaétnels, had 
been revealed at once; Mohammed’s 

calc being entirely different from that 
of Mofes, David, and Jefus, who 
could all read and write, whereas he 
was perfectly illiterate (3). 


V. Gacnrier, Vic de Mahom. vol. 1. p. 362. 


(3) Al Berpawi, &c. 


They 
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They who fhall be dragged on their faces into hell, 
fhall be in the worfe condition, and fhall {tray moft 
widely from the way of falvation. We heretofore 
delivered unto Masses the book of the law; and we 
appointed him Aaron his brother for a counfellor. 
And we faid unto them, Go ye to the people who 
charge our figns with falfehood. And we deftroyed 
them with a fignal deftruction. And remember the 
people of Noan, when they accufed our apoftles of 
impofture: we drowned them, and made thema 
fign unto mankind. And we have prepared for the 
unjuft a painful torment. Remember alfo Ap, and 
Tuamup, and thofe who dwelt at at Rass‘; and 
many other generations, within this period. Unto 
each of them did we propound examples for their ad- 
monition; and each of them did we deftroy with an 
utter deftru€tion. The Korgisy have paffed fre- 
quently near the city which was rained on by a fatal 
rain“: have they not feen where it once ftood? Yet 
have they not dreaded the refurrettion. When they 
fee thee, they will receive thee only with {coffing, 


© Thofe who dwelt at al Rafs.] 
The commentators are at a lofs where 
to place al Rafs. According to one 
Opinion, it was the name of a well (as 
the word fignifies) near Midian, about 
which fome idolaters having fixed their 
habitations, the prophet Shoab was 
fent to preach to them; but they not 
believing on him, the well fell in, and 
they and their houfes were all {wal- 
Jowed up. Another fuppofes it to 
have been a town in Yamaina, where 
aremnant of the Thamudites fettled, 
to whom a prophet was alfo fent; but 
they flaying him, were utterly deftroy- 
ed. Another thinks it was a well near 
Antioch, where Habib al Najjar 
(whofe tomb is flillto be feen there, 
being trequently vifited by the Mo- 
hammedans) was martyred (4) 9 And 
a fourthtakes al Rafs to be a well in 


Al Bripaw:, JALLALO'DDIN. 


(3 


Hadramaut, by which dwelt fome 
idolatrous Thamudites, whofe pro- 

het was Hancdha, or Khantala, (tor I 

nd the name written both ways.) Ebn 
Safwan (2). Thefe people were tirft 
annoyed by certain monftrous birds, 
called Anka, which lodyed in the 
mountain above them, and ufed to 
fnatch away their children, when they 
wanted other prey: but this calamity 
was fo far from humbling them, that on 
their prophet’s calling down a judg- 
ment upon them, they kiuled him, 
and were all deftroyed (3). 

& The city which was rained on 
by a fatal rain.] viz. Sodom; for 
the Koreifh often paffed by the place 
where it once ftood, in the jourmies 
they took to Syua for the fake of 
trade. 


(1) Anu’. Geog. V. Vit Saladini, p. 86. (2) See chap. xxii. p. 173. not '. 
) 


faying, 
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faying, Is this he whom Gop hath fent as his apoftle? 
Verily he had almoft drawn us afide from the wor- 
fhip of our gods; if we had not firmly perfevered in 
our devotion towards them. But they fhall know 
hereafter, when they fhall fee the punifhment pre- 
pared for them, who hath ftrayed more widely from 
the right path. What thinkeft thou? He who taketh 
his luft for his god; canft thou be his guardian*? 
Doft thou imaginc that the greater part of them 
hear or under{tand? They are no other than like 
the brute cattle; yea, they {tray more widely from 
the truc path. Doft thou not confider the works of 
thy Lorp, how he ftretcheth forth the fhadow before 
fun-rife ? If he had pleafed, he would have made it 
immoveable for ever. Then we caufe the fun to rife, 
and to fhew the fame; and afterwards we contra& it 
by an cafy and gradual contraétion. It is he who 
hath ordained the night to cover you as a garment; 
and fleep to give you reft; and hath ordained the 
day for waking. It is he who fendeth the winds 
driving abroad the pregnant clouds, as the forerun- 
ners of his mercy*: and we fend down pure water’ 
from heaven, that we may thercby revive a dead 
country, and give to drink thereof unto what we 
have created, both of cattle and men, in great num- 
bers*; and we diftribute the fame among them at 
various times, that they may confider; but the 
greater part of men refufc to confider, only out of 
ingratitude*, If we had pleafed, we had fent a 
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w Canft thou be his guardian ?] i.e. 
Dok thou ex peét to reclaim {uch a one 
from idolatry and infidelity ? 

x See chap. vii. p. 195. There is 
the fame various reading here, as is 
mentioned in the notes to that paffage. 

y Purewater.] Properly, purifying 
water; which epithet may perhaps 
refer to the cleanfing quality of that 
element, of fo great ule buth on reli- 
gious aud on cominon occafions. 


(1) See the Prelim 


2 To cattle and to men in great 
numbers.] That is, To fuch as live 
in the dry defarts, and are obliged to 
drink rain-water; which the inhabi- 
tants of towns, and places well waters 
ed, have no occajfion to do. 

® Out of ingratitude.] Or, out of 
infidelity: for the old Arabs ufed to 
think themfelves indebted for their 
rains, notto Gop, butto the influence 
of fome particular ftars (1). 


. Dif, Sef. I. p. 4a. 


preacher 
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preacher unto every city”: wherefore do not thou 
obey the unbelievers; but oppofe them herewith, 
with a ftrong oppofition. It is he who hath Ict loofe 
the two feas; this frefh and fweet, and that falt and 
bitter: and hath placed between them a bar‘, and a 
bound which cannot be paffed. It is he who hath 
created man of water’; and hath made him to bear 
the double relation of confanguinity and affinity ; for 
thy Lorp is powerful. They worfhip, befides Gop, 
that which can neither profit them nor hurt them: 
and the unbeliever is an affiftant of the devil againft 
his Lorp*. We have fent thee to be no other than 
a bearer of good tidings, anda denouncer of threats. 
Say, I afk not of you any reward for this my preach- 
ing: befides the converfion of him who fhall defire 
to take the way unto his Lorp*. And do thou truft 
in him who liveth, and dieth not; and celebrate his 
praife: (he is fufficiently acquainted with the faults 
of his fervants:) who hath created the heavens and 
the earth, and whatever is between them, in fix 
days: and then afcended his throne; the Merciful. 
Afk now the knowing concerning him. When it is 
faid unto the unbelievers, Adore the Merciful; they 
reply, And who is the Merciful? Shall we adore 
that which thou commandeift us? And this precept 


6 Wehad fent a preacher unto every 
city.] And had not given thee, O Mo- 
hammed, the honour and trouble of 
being a preacher to the whole world 
in gencral, 

© A bar.]tokeep them afunder, and 
prevent their mixing with each other. 
The original word is Barzakh; which 
has been already explained (1). 

¢ Of water.] With which Adam’s 
primitive clay was mixed; or of 
feed. See chap. xxiv. p. 16g. not.'. 

© An affiftant of the devil againft 
his Lorp.] Joining with him in his 
rebellion and infidelity. Some think 
Abu Jahl is particularly ftruck at in 


(2) See chap. xxiu p. 185 not.® 


this pafflage. The words may alfo be 
tranilated, The unbeliever is con- 
temptible in the fight of his Lorn. 

f Belides the converfion of him who 
fhall take the way unto his Lorp.] 
Seeking to draw near unto him, by 
embracing the religion taught by me 
his apoftle; which as the beft return I 
expeét from you for iny labours (¢). 
The paflage, however, 1s capable of 
another meaning, viz. That Moham- 
med defires none to give, but hun 
who thall contribute freely, aud vo- 
luntarily, towards the advancement of 
Gop’s true religion. 

© Sce chap. xvii. p. 2112. 


(2) Al Berpawi. 


caufeth 
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caufeth them to fly the fafter from the faith. Bleffed 
be he who hath placed the twelve figns in the hea- 
vens ; and hath placed therein a lamp * by day, and 
the moon which fhineth by night! Itis he who hath 
ordained the night and the day to fucceed each other, 
for the obfervation of him who will confider, or 
defireth to fhew his gratitude. The fervants of the 
Merciful, are thofe who walk meekly on the earth; 
and when the ignorant fpeak unto them, anfwer, 
Peace': and who pafs the night adoring their Lorn, 
and f{tanding up to pray unto him; and whofay, O 
Lorp, avert from us the torment of hell, for the 
torment thereof is perpetual ; verily the fame is a 
miferable abode, and a wretched f{tation: and who, 
when they beftow, are neither profufe, nor niggard- 
ly, but obferve a juft medium between thefe*; and 
who invoke not another god together with the true 
Gop; neither flay the foul, which Gop hath for- 
bidden to be flain, unlefs for a juft caufe: and who 
are not guilty of fornication. But he who fhall do 
this, fhall meet the reward of his wickednefs: his 
punifhment fhall be doubled unto him on the day of 
refurre€tion ; and he fhall remain therein, covered 
with ignominy, for ever: except him who fhall re- 
pent, and believe, and fhall work a righteous work; 
unto them will Gop change their former evils into 
good'; for Gop is ready to forgive, and merciful. 
And whoever repenteth, and doth that which is 
right; verily he turneth unto Gop with an acceptable 
converfion. And they who do not bear falfe witnefs ; 
and when they pafs by vain difcourfe, pafs by the 
fame with decency: and who, when thcy are admo- 
nifhed by the figns of their Lorn, fall not down as 


bh Alamp }_ i.e. The fun. 1 Gon will change their former 

b Peace.}] This is intended here evils into good.}] Blotting out their 
not as a falutation, but as a waving former rebellion, on their repentance, 
all farther difcourfe and communica- and confirming and increafing their 
tion with the idolaters. faith and obedience (1). 

K See chap. xvii. p. 100. 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


‘if 
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if they were deaf and blind, but ftand up, and are at- 
tentive thereto: and who fay, O Lorp, grant us of 
our wives and our offspring fuch as may be the fatif- 
fa&tion of our eyes; and make us patterns unto thofe 
who fear thee. Thefe fhall be rewarded with the 
higheft apartments in paradife, becaufe they have 

erfevered with conftancy ; and they fhall meet there- 
in with greeting and falutation; they fhall remain in 
the fame for ever: it fhall be an excellent abode, and 
a delightful ftation. Say, My Lorn is not folicitous 
on your account, if ye do not invoke him: ye have 
already charged hisapoftle with impolture ; but here- 
after fhall there be a lafting punifhment inflicted 
on you. 


CHAP. XXVI. 
Intitled, The Poets"; revealed at Mecca’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


S.M.° Thefe are the figns of the perfpicu- 

e ous boqk. Peradventure thou afflitteft thy- 

felf unto death, left the Meccans become not true 
believers. If we pleafed, we could fend down unto 
them a convincing fign from heaven, unto whichtheir 
necks would humbly fubmit. But there cometh un- 
to them no admonition from the Merciful, being 
newly revealed as occafions require,but they turnafide 
from the fame; and they have charged it with falfe- 
hood; but a meffage fhall come unto them, which 
they fhall not laugh to fcorn. Do they not behold 
the earth, how many vegetables we caufe to {pring up 
therein, of every noble fpecies? Verily herein is a 


™ The chapter bears this infSip- at thefe words, And thofe who err 
tion, becaufe at the conclufion of it, follow the poets, &c. fome take to have 
the Arabian poets are feverely cen- been revealed at Medina. 
fured. °Scethe Prelim. Dif. Sect. IIT. 
™ The five laft verfes, beginning op. 78, &c. 


VOL. If. O fign: 


AL KORAN. Crap. 26, 


fign: but the greater part of them do not believe. 
Verily thy Lorp is the mighty, the merciful Gop. 
Remember when thy Lorp called Mosss, faying, Go 
to the unjuft people, the people of Puaraon: will 
they not dread me? Mosszs anfwered, O Lorp, 
verily I fear Icft they accufe me of falfehood, and 
left my breaft become ftraitened, and my tongue be 
not ready in fpeaking?: fend therefore unto Aaron, 
to be my affiftant. Alfo they have a crime to objet 
againft me‘; and I fear they will put me to death. 
GOD faid, They fhall by no means put thee to death: 
wherefore go ye with our figns; for we will be with 
you, and will hear what paffes between you and them. 
Go ye therefore unto PHaraon, and fay, Verily we 
are the apoftle’ of the Lorn of all creatures: Send 
away with us the children of Israzt. And when they 
had delivered their mcflage, Poaraon anfwered,Have 
we not brought thee up amongus, whena child; and 
haft thou not dwelt among us for feveral years of thy 
lite’? Yet haft thou done thy deed which thou haft 
done: and thou art an ungrateful perfon. Moses 
replied, I did it indeed, and I was one of thofe 
who erred‘; wherefore I fled from you, becaufe 
I feared you: but my Lorp hath beftowed on me 
wifdom, and hath appointed me one Of his apoftles. 
And this is the favour which thou haft beftowed on 
me, that thou haft enflaved the children of Israzt. 
Puaraonw faid, And who is the Lorp of all crea- 
tures? Moses anfwered, The Lorp of heaven and 
earth, and of whatever is between them: if ye are men 
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® See chap. xx. p. 140. 

@ A crime.] Viz. The having 
killed an Egyptian (1). 

® The apoftle.] The word is in 
the fingular number in the original, for 
which the commentators give feveral 
peafons. 

* For feveral years.] It is faid 
that Mofes dwelt among the Egyp-. 
tans thirty ycars, and went to 


. P é 
(3) See chap. xxviii. 


Midian, where he ftaid ten years; 
after which he returned to Egypt, 
and fpent thirty years in endcavourin 
to convert them; and that he lived 
after the drowning of Pharaoh fifty 
years (2). 

* I was one of thofe who erred.} 
Having killed the Egyptian unde- 


fignedly, 


= (2) Al Brrpaws, 


of 
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of fagacity. Puaraon faid unto thofe who were 
about him, Do ye not hear? Moses faid, Your 
Lorp, and the Lorp of your forefathers. PHaraon 
faid unto thofe who were prefent, Your apoftle, who 
is fent unto you, Is certainly diftrafted ". Mosss faid, 
The Lorp of the eaft, and of the weft, and of what- 
everis between them; if ye are men of underftand- 
ing. PHaraou faid unto him, Verily if thou take 
any god befides me”, I will make thee one of thofe 
who are imprifoned*. Moses anfwered, What, al- 
though I come unto you with a convincing miracle? 
Puaraou replied, Produce it therefore, if thou 
{peakeft truth. And he caft down his rod, and be- 
hold, it became a vifible ferpent: and he drew forth 
his hand out of his bofom; and behold it appeared 
white unto the fpeétators. Puaraon faid unto the 
princes who were about him, Verily this man isa 
fkilful magician: he feeketh to difpoffefs you of 
your land by his forcery; what therefore do ye di- 
reét? They anfwered, Delay him, and his brother, by 
good words for a time; and fend through the cities 
men to affemble and bring unto thee every fkilful 
magician. So the magicians were aflembled at an 
appointed time, on a folemn day. And it was faid 
unto the people, Are ye affembled together? Per- 
haps we may follow the magicians, if they do get 


% Your apoitle is diftraéted.] Pha- 
raoh, it feems, thought Moles had 
given but wild an{wers to his quel- 
tion; for he wanted to know the per- 
fon and true nature of the Gop whofe 
meflenger Mofes pretended to be; 
whereas he {poke of his works only. 
And becaufe this anfwer gave fo little 
fatisfa€tion to the king, he is therefore 
{uppofed by fome to have been a 
Dahrite, or one who believed the 
eternity of the world (1). 

If thou take any god befides me. ] 
From this and a parallel expreffion in 


the 28th chapter, it is inferred, that 
Pharaoh claimed the worfhip of his 
f{ubjets, as due to his fupreme power. 

x I will make thee one of thofe who 
are imprifoned.] hele words, fays 
al Beidawi, were a more terrible me- 
nace than it he had faid, I will impri- 
fon thee; and gave Mofes to under 
ftand, that he muft expect to keep 
company with thofe wictches whom 
the tyrant had thrown, as was his 
cuftom, into a deep dungeon, where 
they remained till they died. 


(1) Al Berpaw:. 


O 2 


the 
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the vidtory. And whcn the magicians were come, 
they faidunto Puaraon, Shall we certainly reccive 
a reward, if we do get the vitory? Ile anfwered, 
Yca; and ye fhall furely be of thofe who approach 
my perfon. Mossrs faid unto them, Caft down what 
ye are about to caft down. Wherefore they catft 
down their ropes and their rods, and faid, By the 
might of Puaraon, verily we fhall be the con- 
qucrors. And Mosss caft down his rod, and behold, 
it {wallowed up that which they had caufed falfcly to 
appear changed into ferpents. Whercupon the ma- 
gicians proftratcd them{clves, worfhipping, and faid, 
We belicve in the Lorp of all creatures, the oan 
of Moses and of Aaron. Pnuaraon faid unto them, 
Have yc believed on him, before I have given you 
permiffion: > Verily he is your chicf, who hath taught 
you magic’: but hereafter ye fall furely know 
my power. I will cut off your hands and your feet, 
on the oppofite fides, and I will crucify you ail. 
They anfwered, It will be no harm unto us: for 
we fhal] return unto our Lorp. We hopethat our 
Lorp will forgive us our fins, fince we are the firft 
who have believed’. And we fpake by revelation 
unto Moses, faying, March forth with my fervants 
by night; for ye will be purfued. And Puaraon 
fent officers through the citics toaffemble forces, fay- 
ing, Vcrily thefe are a {mall company; and thcy are 
enraged againft us: but we are a multitude well pro- 
vided. So we caufed them to quit their gardens, 
and fountains, and treafures, and fair dwellings: 
thus did we do; and we made the children of Israer 
toinherit the famc*. And they purfucd them at 


Y Who hath taught you magic ] But — of Pharaoit and his hofl, returned to 
has referved the moft eflicacious feciets Egypt, and poffelfed themfelves of the 
to himiclf (1). riches of that country (2), But others 

% Sce chap. vil. p. 204, &c. are of opinion, that the meaning is no 

* We made the children of Ifraelto = more than that Gop gave them the 
inherit the fame.] Hence fome iup- like pofleffions and dwellings in ano- 
pole the Hiraclites, afterthe deftruétion — ther country (3). 


(:) Al Bripawr. (2) JALLALO’DDIN, Yanya. (3) Al Zamakn. 
Sec chap. vu, p. 20g. 


fun-rife, 
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fun-rife. And when the two armies were come in fight 
of cach othcr, the companions of Moses faid, We 
fhall furcly be overtaken. Moses anfwered, By no 
means: for my Lorp is with me, who will furely 
dire&t me. And we commanded Mostss, by revela- 
tion, faying, Smite the fea with thy rod. And when 
he had {mitten it, it became divided into twelve 
parts, betwecn which were as many paths, and every 
part was like a vaft mountain. And we drew thither 
the others; and we delivered Moses andall thofe who 
were with him: then we drowncd the others. Verily 
herein was a fign; but the greater part of them did 
not believe. Verily thy Loxp is the mighty, and the 
merciful. And rehcarfe unto them the ftory of Apra- 
HAM: when he faid unto his father, and his people, 
What do ye worfhip? They anfwered, We worfhip 
idols; and we conftantly {erve them all the day long. 
Asramam faid, Do they hear you, when ye invoke 
them? Or do they either profit you, or hurt you? 
They anfwered, But we found our fathers do the fame. 
He faid, What think ye? he gods which ye wor- 
fhip, and your forefathers worfhipped, are my ene- 
mies: except only the Lorp of all creatures, who 
hath created me, and diretteth me; and who giveth 
mc to cat, andto drink; and when I am fick, heal- 
cth me; and who will caufe me to die, and will af- 
terwards reftorc mc to life; and who, I hope, will 
forgive my fins on the day of judgment. O Lorp, 
grant me wifdom; and join me with the righteous: 
and grant that I may be fpoken of with honour’ among 
the lateft pofterity ; and make me an hcir of the gar- 
den of delight: and forgive my father, for that he 
hath been one of thofe who goaftray*®. And cover 


fuppole Abraham pronounced this 


6 Grant that I may be fpoken of 
} prayer after his father’s death, think- 


with honour. ] Literally, Grant me a 


tongue of truth; that ‘s, a high enco- 
mium, ‘The fame ex oreffion is uled 
in chap. xix. p. 133, mot.4, 

_ © And forgive my father, &c.] By 
difpofing F tance, and the 
feceiving of the true faith, Some 


ing that poffibly he might have been 
mwardly a true believer, but have con- 
cealed his converfion tor fear of Nime 
rod, and before he was forbidden tg 
pray for him (1). 


(1) See chap, ix. p. 262. and chap. xiv. p. 67, 68. 
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me not with fhame on the day of refurreétion; on 
the day in which neither riches nor children fhall 
avail, unlefs unto him who fhall come unto Gop with 
a fincere heart: when paradife fhall be brought near 
to the view of the pious, and hell fhall appear plain- 
ly to thofe who fhall have erred; and it fhall be faid 
unto them, Where are your deities which ye ferved : 
befides Gop? will they deliver you from punifhment, 
or will they deliver themfelves? And they fhall be 
caft into the fame, both they’, and thofe who have 
been {cduced to their worfhip; and all the hoft of 
F.sxis. The feduced fhall difpute therein with their 
falfe gods, faying, By Gop, we were ina manifeft 
error, when we equalled you with the Lorp of all 
creatures: and none feduced us but the wicked. We 
have now no interceffors, nor any friend who careth 
forus. If we were allowed to return once more into 
the world, we would certainly become true believers. 
Verily herein was a fign: but the greater part of them 
believed not. Thy Lorp isthe mighty, the merciful. 
The people of Noan accufed GOD’s meffengers of 
impofture: when their brother Noan faid unto 
them, Will ye not fear GOD? Verily I am a 
faithful meffenger unto you: wherefore fear Gon, 
and obey me. I afk no reward of you for my 
preaching unto you; I expe& my reward from 
no other than the Lorp of all creatures: where- 
fore fear Gop, and obey me. They anfwered, 
Shall we believe on thee, when only the molt abjeé& 
perfons have followed thee? Noan faid, I have 
no knowledge of that which they did‘; it ap- 
pertaineth unto my Lorp alone to bring them to 
account, if ye underftand; wherefore I will not 
drive away the believers‘: I am no more than a 
public preacher. They replied, Affuredly, unlefs 
thou defift, O Noan, thou fhalt be ftoned. He 


“ See chap. xxi. p. 164. reached, out of the fincerity of their 
* I have no knowledge of that hone or in profpeé& of fome world- 
which they did.] i. e. Whether they ly advantage. 
have embraced the faith which I have f See chap. xi. p. 19. 


faid. 
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faid, O Lorn, verily my people take me fora liar: 
wherefore judge publicly between me and them; and 
deliver me and the true believers who are with me. 
Wherefore we delivered him, and thofe who were with 
him, in the ark filled with men and animals; and after- 
wards we drowned the reft. Verily hercin wasa fign: 
but the greater part of them believed not. Thy Lorp 
is the mighty, the merciful. The tribe of Ap charged 
GOD ’s meflengers with falfehood : when their brother 
Hup faid unto them, Will ye not fear GOD? Verily 
I am a faithful meffenger unto you: wherefore fear 
Gop, and obey me. I demand not of you any reward 
for my preaching unto you: I expeét my reward from 
no othcrthanthe Lorpof allcreatures. Do ye build 
aland-mark onevery high place, to divert yourfelves*? 
And do yeere& magnificent works, hoping that ye may 
continue in their poffeffion for ever? And when ye 
exercife your power, do ye exercifcit with cruelty and 
rigour"? Fear Gop, by leaving thefe things; and 
obey me. And fear him who hath beftowed on you 
that which ye know: he hath beftowed on you cat- 
tle, and children, and gardens, and f{prings of water. 
Verily I fear for you the punifhment of a grievous 
day. They anfwered, It is equal unto us whether 
thou admonifh us, or doft not admonifh us: this 
which thou preacheft is only a device of the an- 
cients: neither fhall we be punifhed for what we have 
done. And they accufed him of impofture: wherc- 
fore we deftroyed them. Verily herein was a fign: 
but the greater part of them believed not. Thy 
Lorp is the mighty, the merciful. The tribe of 
Tuamup alfo charged the meffengers of GOD with 
falfehood. When their brother Saten faid unto 


© Do ye build a land-mark on every h Do ye exercife it with cruelty 
high place, to divert yourlelves?] Or and rigour ?] Putting to death, and 
to mock the paffengers; who direct — infli¢ting other corporeal punifhments 
themfelves in their journeys by the without mercy, and rather for tha 
ftars, and have no need of fuch build- _fatisfa€tion of your paffion, than the 
wigs (1) ? amendment of the fufferer (2). 


(1) Al Berpawt. (3) Idem. 
O4 them, 
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them, Will ye not fear GOD? Verily I ama faith- 
ful meffenger unto you: wherefore fear Gop, and 
obey mc. I demand no reward of you for my preach- 
ing unto you; I expeé my reward from no other than 
the Lorp of all crcatures. Shall ye be left for ever 
fecure in the poffeffion of the things which are here ; 
among gardens, and fountains, and corn, and palm., 
trees, whofe branches fheathe their flowers? And 
will ye continue to cut habitations for yourfelves out 
of the mountains, behaving with infolence'? Fear 
Gop, and obey me; and obcy not the command of 
the tranfgreffors, who a& corruptly in the earth, 
and reform not the fame. They anfwered, Verily 
thou art diftraéted; thou art no other than a man 
like unto us: Produce now fome fign, if thou 
fpeakeft truth. Saven faid, This fhe-camel fhall be 
a fign unto you: fhe fhall have her portion of water, 
and ye fhall have your portion of water alternatcly, 
ona feveral day appointed for you “; and do her no 
hurt, left the punifhment of a terrible day be in- 
flied on you. But they flew her; and were made 
to repent of thcirimpicty: forthe punifhment which 
had been threatened overtook them. Verily herein 
was a fign: but the greater part of them did not be- 
lieve. Thy Lorp is the mighty, the merciful. 
The people of Lor hkewife accufed GOD’s meffen- 
gers of impofture. When their brother Lor faid 
unto them, Will ye not fear GOD? Verily I am a 
faithful mcffenger unto you: wherefore fear Gon, 
and obcy me. I demand no reward of you for my 
preaching: I expceét my reward from no other than 
the Lor» of all creatures. Do ye approach unto 
the males among mankind, and lcave your wives 


? Behaving with ifolence.] Or, 


as the original word may alfo be ren- 
dered, fhewing art and ingenuity in 
your work. 

* She fhall have her portion of 
water, and ye fhal] have your portion 
of water alternately, ona feveral day 


appointed for you.] That is, they 


were to have the ufe of the water by 
turns, the cainel drinking one day, 
and the Thamudites drawing the other 
day; for when this camel diank, 
fhe emptied the wells or brooks 
for that day. See chap. vil. p. 19g. 
not. &, 


which 
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which your Lorp hath created for you? Surely ye are 
people who tranfgrefs. They anfwered, Unlefs thou 
defift, O Lot, thou fhalt certainly be expelled our city. 
He faid, Verily I am one of thofe who abhor your 
doings: O Lorp, deliver mc, and my family, from 
that which they a€t. Wherefore we delivered him, 
andall his family ; except an old woman, his wife,who 
‘perifhed among thofe who remaincd behind: then we 
deftroycd the reft ; and we rained on them a fhower of 
ftones; and terrible was the fhowcr which fell on thofe 
who had becn warned in vain. Verily herein was a 
fign; but the greater part of them didnot believe. Thy 
Lorp is the mighty, the merciful. The inhabitants of 
the wood' alfoaccufed Gon’s meffengcrs of impofture. 
When Suoarsfaid untothem, Will yenot fear GOD? 
Verily Tama faithful meffenger unto you: wherefore 
fear Gop, andobey me. I afk no reward of you for 
my preaching: I expect my reward from no other 
than the Lorp of all creatures. Give juft meafure, 
and be not defrauders; and weigh with an equal ba- 
Jance; and diminifh not unto men aught of their 
matters; neithcr commit violence in the carth, acting 
corruptly. And fear him who hath created you, 
and alfo the former generations. They anfwered, 
Certainly thou art diftraéted: thou art no more than 
aman, like unto us; and we do furely efteem thee 
to be a liar. Caufe now a part of the heaven to fall 
upon us, if thou fpcakelt truth. Soars faid, My 
Lorn beft knoweth that which ye do. And they 
charged him with falfehood: wherefore the punifhment 
of the day of the fhadowing cloud™ overtook them; 


1 See chap. xv. p. 73. Shoab being ™ The fhadowing cloud ] Goo 


not called the brother of thefe people, 
which would have preferved the con- 
formity between this paffaee and the 
preceding, it has been thought they 
were not Midiamites, but of another 
race: however, we find the prophet 
taxes them with the fame crimes 
as he did thofe of Midian (1). 


{1} See chap. vas, p ace. 


firft plagued them with fuch intole- 
table heat for feven days, that all 
their waters were dricd up; and then 
bronsht a cloud over them, under 
whofe thade they ran, and were all 
deltioyed by a hot wind and fire 
which proceeded from it (2). 


(2) Al Berpawt. 
and 
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and this was the punifhment of a grievous day. Ve- 
rily herein was a fign; but the greater part of them 
did not believe. Thy Lorp is the mighty, the 
merciful. This book is certainly a revelation from 
the Lorn of all creatures, which the faithful {pirit” 
hath caufed to defcend upon thy heart, that thou 
mighteft be a preacher to thy people, in the perfpi- 
cuous Arabic tongue: and it is borne witnefs to in 
the fcriptures of former ages. Was it not a fign 
unto them, that the wife men among the thildren of 
Israzt knew it? Had we revealed it unto any of 
the foreigners, and he had read the fame unto them, 
yet they would not have believed therein. Thus 
have we caufed obftinate infidelity to enter the hearts 
of the wicked: they fhall not believe therein, until 
they fee a painful punifhment. It fhall come fud- 
denly upon them, and they fhall not forefee it: and 
they fhall fay, Shall we be refpited? Do they there- 
fore defire our punifhment to be haftened®? What 
thinkeft thou ? If we fuffer them to enjoy the advan- 
tage of this life for feveral years, and afterwards that 
with which they are threatened come uponthem; what 
will that which they have enjoyed profit them? We 
have deftroycd no city, but preachers were firit fent 
unto it, to admonifh the inhabitants thereof; neither 
did we treat them unjufily. The devils did not de- 
{cend with the Koran, as the infidels give out: it is 
not for their purpofe, neither are they able to produce 
fuch a book; for they are far removed from hear- 
ing the difcourfe of the angels in heaven ’. Invoke no 
other god with the true Gop, left thou become one 
of thofe who are doomed to punifhment. And ad- 


monifh thy more near relations?, And behave thy- 
felf 


® The faithful f irit. ] i. c. Gabriels 
who is sateiifted: with the divine 
fecrets and revelations. 

© Do they defire our punifhment 
to he haftened?] The infidels were 
continually defying Mohammed to 
bring fome fignal and miraculous 


deftruétion on them, as a fhower of 
flones, &c. 
P See chap. xv. p. 70. 

*d Preach to thy near relations. ] 

The commentators fuppofe the fame 

command to have been virtual! 

contained in tho feveruy-fourth 
: chapter, 
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{elf with meeknefs * towards the true believers who 
follow thee: and if they be difobedient unto thee, 
fay, Verily I am clear of that which ye do. And 
truftin the moft mighty, the merciful GOD; who 
feeth thee when thou rifeft up, and thy behaviour 
among thofe who worfhip'; for he both heareth and 
kaoweth, Shall I declare unto you upon whom the 
devils defcend? They defcend upon every lying and 
wicked perfon': they learn what is heard*; but the 
greater part of them arc liars. And thofe who err 
follow the fteps of the pocts: doft thou not fee that 
they rove as bereft of their fenfes through every valley; 


chapter, which is prior to this in point 
of time (rt), It is faid that Moham- 
med, on receiving the pafflage before 
us, went up immediately to mount 
Safa, and having called the feveral fa- 
milies to him, one by one, when they 
were all affembled, afked them, whe- 
ther ifhe fhould tell them, that moun- 
tain would bring forth a {maller 
mountain, they would believe him; 
to which they anfwering in the af- 
firmative, Verily, fays he, I am a 
warner fent unto you, before a fevere 
chaftifement (2). 

® Behave thyfelf with meeknefs. ] 
Literally, Lower thy wing, 

* Who fecth thee when thou rifeft 
up, and thy behaviour among thofe 
who worfhip.] i.e. Who feeth thee 
when thou rifeft up to watch and 
{pend the night in religious exercifes, 
and obferveth thy anxious care for the 
Moflems exa& performance of their 
duty. It is faid that the night on 
which the precept of watching was 
abrogated, Mohammed went private- 
ly from one honfe to another, to {ce 
how his companions fpent the time; 
and that he found them {o intent in 
reading the Koran, and repeating their 
prayers, that theirhoufes, by reafon of 
the humming noile they made, feemed 


to be fo many nefts of hornets (9). 
Some commentators, however, iup- 
pofe that by the prophet’s behaviour, in 
this placc,are meant the various poftures 
he ufed in praying at the head of his 
companions; as ftanding, bowing, 
proftration, and fitting (4). 

t The devils defcend uponevery lye 
ing and wicked perfon.] The prophet 
having vindicated himlel{f from the 
charge of having communication with 
the devils, by the oppofition between 
his doétrine and their defigns, and their 
inability to compofe foconfiftent a book 
as the Koran, proceeds to fhew, that 
the perfons moft likely to hoid a corre- 
fpondence with thofe evil {pirits, were 
liars and flanderers; that is, his ene» 
mies and oppofers. 

4 They leam what is heard.] i e. 
They are taught by the fecret infpira- 
tion of the devils, and receive their 
idle and inconfiftent fuggeftions for 
truth. It being uncertain whether the 
flanderets or the devils be the nomina- 
tive cale to the verb, the words may 
alfo he rendered, They impart what 
they hear; thatis, The devils acquaint 
their correlpondents on earth with 
{uch incoherent {craps of the angels? 
difcourfe as they can hear by ftealth 


(5). 


(1) See the notes thereon, and the Prelim. Dif. Set. IT. p. 57. {2) Al Bur 


DAWI., 


(3) Idem. (4) Idem, Jaruato’ppin, (5) Idem. 


and 
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and that they fay that which they do not“? except 
thofe who believe, anddo good works, and remem- 
ber Gop frequently; and who defend themfelves, 


220 Crap. 27. 


after they have been unjuftly treated*. 


And they 


who aét unjultly, fhall know hereafter, with what 
treatment they fhall be treated. 


Ww They rove as bereft of their fenfes 
through every valley, &c.] Their 
compofitions being as wild as the ac- 
tions of a diftra&ed man: for moft 
of the ancient poetry was ‘full of vain 
imaginations: as fabulous ftories and 
defctiptions, love-verfes, flattery, ex- 
ceflive commendations of their pa- 
trons, and as exceffive reproac hes of 
ther enemies, icitements to vicious 
ations, vain-glorious vauntings, and 
the like (2). 

* Exccpt thofe who believe, esd 
That is, Such poets as had embrace 
Mohammedi{m; whole works, free 
from the prophanenefs of the former, 
run chiefly onthe prailes of Gon, and 
the eftablifhing his unity, and con- 
tain exhortations to obedience, and 


¢ 


other religious and moral virtues ; 
without any fatirical inveélives, unlefs 
agam{t fuch as have given jult provo- 
cations, by having firit attacked them, 
orfome others of the true believers, 
with the fame weapons. In this lait 
cale Mohammed faw it was neceflary 
for him to boriow affiftance from the 
poets of his party, to defend himfelf 
and religion from the infults and rie 
dicule of the others: for which pur- 
pofe he emploved the pens of Labid 
Ebn Rabia (2), Abda’llah Ebn Ra- 
waha, Haffan Ebnu Vhabet, and the 
two Caabs. It is related that Mo- 
hammed once faid to Caab Ebn 
Malec, Ply them with fatires; for, 
by him in whole hand my foul 1s, they 
wound more deeply than ar.ows (3). 


(1) A) Bernawy, Jariaro’nnry. 


(2) See the Prelim. Dif. 
ect. II]. p. 80. (3) Al Beipawi, 


CHAP. XXVII, 
Intitled, The Ant’; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


S. Thefe are the figns of the Koran, and 

e of the perfpicuous book: a direttion, and 
good tidings unto the true believers; who regularly 
perform their prayer, and give alms, and firmly be- 
lieve in the life to come. As to thofe who believe 
not in the life to come, we have prepared their 


Y Inthis chapter is related, among the ant, which has therefore been 
other flrange things, an odd flory of pitched on for the title. 


works 
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works for them’; and they fhall be ftruck with 
aftonifhment at their difappointment, when they {hall 
beraifedagain: Thefe are they whom an evil punifh- 
ment awaiteth in this life; and in that which is to 
come they fhall be the greateft lofers. ‘Thou halt 
certainly received the Koran from the prefence of 
a wife, a knowing GOD. Remember when Moses 
{aid unto his family, Verily I perceive fire: I will 
bring you tidings thereof, or I will bring you a 
lighted brand, that ye may be warmed*. And 
when he was come near unto it, a voice cricd unto 
him, faying, Bleflcd be he who is in the fire, and 
whoever is about it”; and praife bc unto Gon, the 
Lorp of all creatures! O Mosss, verily I am Gop, 
the mighty, the wife: Caft down now thy rod. And 
when he faw it, that it moved, as though it had been 
a ferpent, he retreated and fled, and returned not. 
And GOD faid, O Moszs, fear not; for my mef- 
{engers are not dilturbed with fear in my fight; ex- 
cept he who fhall have donc amifs, and fhall have 
afterwards fubftituted good in licu of evil; for Iam 
gracious and merciful®. Morcover put thy hand 
into thy bofom; it fhall come forth white, without 
hurt: this fhall be one among the nine figns* unto 
Puaraou and his people: for they are a wicked 
people. And when our vifible figns had come unto 
them, they faid, This is manifeft forcery. And they 
denied them, although their fouls certainly knew 


2 We have prepared their works for 
them,] By rendering them pleafinz 
and agreeable to their colrupt natures 
and inclinations, 

* See chap. xx. p. 199. 


amifs, &c.] This exception was de- 
figned to qualify the preceding al- 
fertion, which feemed too genctal 
for feveral of the prophets have been 
fubjeét to fins, though not great ones, 


> Blefled be he who is in the fire, 
and about it.]| Some fuppole Gon 
tu be intended by the former words ; 
and by the latter, the angels who were 
prefent (1): others think Motes and 
the angels are here meant, or all per- 
lons in general in this holy plain, and 
the country round it (2). 

© Except he who fhall have done 


(1) Yauy. 


fo, Jartaro’poiy, Al Berpawt. 


hefore their miffion; for which they 
had reafon to apprehend Gon’s angerz 
though they are here aflured that their 
dubfequent merits intitle them to his 
pardon. It is fuppofed that Motes's 
killing the Egyptian undeliguedly is 
hinted at (33). 
@ Sce chap. aval. p. 120. not, ¥. 


(3) Idem. 
them 
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them to be from GOD, out of iniquity and pride: 
But behold what was the end of the corrupt doers. 
We heretofore beftowed knowledge on Davin and 
Sortomon; and they faid, Praife be unto Gop, who 
hath made us more excellent than many of his faith- 
ful fervants! And Soromon was Davip’s heir‘; 
and he faid, O men, we have been taught the {peech 
of birds‘, and have had all things beftowed on us: 
this is manifeft excellence. And his armies were 
gathered together unto SoLomon, confifting of genii*, 
and men, and birds; and they were led in diftiné 
bands, until they camc into the valley of ants’. 
Andanant, {ceing the holfts approaching, faid, O ants, 
entcr ye into your habitations, left Sotomon and his 
army tread you under foot, and perceive it not. 
And Sotomon fmiled, laughing at her words, and 
faid, O Lory, excite me that I may be thankful for 
thy favour, wherewith thou haft favoured me, and 
my parents; and that I may do that which is right, 
and well-pleafing unto thce; and introduce me, 
through thy mercy, into paradife, among thy fer- 
vants, the righteous. And he viewcd the birds, and 
faid, What is the reafon that I fee not the lap- 
wing'? Is fhe abfent? Verily I will chaftife her 

With 
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© Solomon was David’s heir.] In- 
heriting not only his kingdom, but 
alfo the prophetical office, aa 
to his other fons, who were no leis 
than nineteen (1), 

f We have been taught the fpeech 
of birds.] That is, the meaning of 
their feveral voices, though not arti- 
culate; of Solomon's interpretation 
whereof the commentators give feveral 
inftances (2). 

8 His army confifting of genii, &c. ] 
For this fancy, as well as the former, 
Mohammed was obliged to the Tal- 
mudists (3), who, according to their 
manner, have interpreted the Hebrew 
words of Solomon (4), which the 


(1‘ Idem. 


(2) See MARRACC. Not. in. loc. p. 511. 


Englifh verfion renders, I gat mene 
fingers, and women-fingers ; as if that 
prince had forced demons or fpirits 
to ferve him at his table, and in other 
capacities; and particularly in his vait 
and magnificent buildings, which 
they could not conceive he could othecre 
wile have performed. 

h The valley of me The valley 
feems to be fo called from the great 
numbers of ants which are found 
there. Some place it in Syria, and 
others in Tayct (5). 

/ And he viewed the birds, &c.] 
The Arab hiflorians tell us, that So- 
lomon, having finifhed the temple 

of 


(3) V. Mid- 


rafh, Yalkut Shemum, p. 1a, f. 29. & Mitxti1um de Mohammedifmo ante 


Mohammed, p. 232. 
JALLALO’DDIN. 


(4) Ecclef. ii. 8. 


(5) Al Bespawt 
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with a fevere chaftifement*; or I will put her to 
death; unlefs fhe bring me a juftexcufe. And fhe 
tarried not long before fhe prefented herfelf untoSoxo- 
mon, and faid, I have viewed a country which thou 
haft not viewed; and I come unto thee from Sasa, 
with a certain piece of news. I found a woman’ to 
reign over them, who is provided with every thing 
requifite for a prince, and hath a magnificent throne”. 
I found her and her people to worfhip the fun, be- 
fides Gop: and Saran hath prepared their works 
for them, and hath turned them afide from the way 
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of Jerufalem, went in pilgrimage to 
Mecca, where having ftaid as long 
as he pleafed, he proceeded towards 
Yaman; and leaving Mecca in the 
morning, he arrived by noon at 
Sanaa, and being extremely delighted 
with the country, refted there; but 
wanting water to make the ablution, 
he looked among the birds for the 
lapwing, called, by the Arabs, al Hud- 
hud, whofe bufinefs it was to find 
it; for it is pretended fhe was faga- 
cious or fharp-fighted enough to dif- 
cover water under ground, which the 
devils ufed to draw, after fhe had 
marked the place by digging with 
her bill. They add, that this bird 
‘was then taking a tour in the air, 
Whence, feeing one of her compa- 
Nions alighting, fhe defcended allfo, 
and having had a defcription given 
her by the other of the city of Saba, 
whence fhe was juft arrived, they 
both went together to take a view 
of the place, and returned foon after 
Solomon had made the inquiry, which 
occafioned what follows (1). 

It may be proper to mention here 
what the eaftern writers fable of 
the manner of Solomon’s travelling. 
They fay that he had a carpet of 
green filk, on which his throne was 
placed, being of a prodigious length 
and breadth, and fufficient for all 
his forces to f{tand on, the men placing 


(1) Idem. 
BiipaAwt, JALLALO'DDIN. 


Biipaws, &c. V. D'Heasat. Bibl. Orient. p. 182. 


themfeves on his right-hand, and the 
{pirits on his left; and that when al} 
were in order, the wind, at his com. 
mand, took up the carpet, and tran{- 
ported it, with all that were upon it, 
wherever he pleafed (2); the army of 
birds at the fame time flying over 
their heads, and forming a kind of 
rine to fhade them from the 
un. 

k I will chaftife her, &c.] By 
plucking off her feathers, and {ctting 
her in the {un, to be tormented by the 
infects ; or by fhutting her up ina 
cage (3). 

I found a woman to reign over 
them.}] This queen the Arabs name 
Balkis. Some make her the daughter 
of al Hodhad Ebn_ Sharhabi! (4), 
and others of Sharahil Ebn Malec 
(5); but they all agree fhe was a 
defcendant of Yarab kbn Kahtan, 
She is placed the twenty-fecond in 
Dr. Pocock’s lift of the kings of 
Yaman (6). 

™ A magnificent throne.] Which 
the commentators fay was made of 
gold and filver, and crowned with 
precious ftones. But they differ as 
to the fize of it; one making it four- 
{core cubits long, forty broad, and 
thirty high; while fome fay it was four- 
fcore, and others, thirty, cubits every 
way. 


2) Vid. cap. xxi. p. 261. & not in loc. (3) AI 
4 ae V. Pocock. Spec. p. 59. (5) Al 
(6) Ubi fup. 


of 
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of truth, (wherefore they are not rightly direéted,) 
left they fhould worfhip Gon, who bringeth to light 
that which is hidden in heaven and earth, and know- 
eth whatever they conceal, and whatever they difco- 
ver. Gon! there is no Gop but hc; the Lorn of 
the magnificent throne. Soromon faid, We fhall 
fee whether thou haft fpoken the truth, or whether 
‘thou art a liar. Go with this my letter, and caft it 
down unto them; then turn afide from them, and 
wait to know what anfwer they will return. And 
when the qucen of Sasa had received the letter”, fhe 
faid, O nobles, verily an honourable letter hath 
been delivered unto me; it 1s from SoLtomon, and 
this is the tenor thereof: In the name of the moft 
merciful Gop. Rufe not up againft me: but come, 
and furrender yourfelves unto me*®. She faid, O 
nobles, advife me in my bufinefs: I will not refolve 
on any thing, until ye be witneffes, and approve 
thereof. The nobles anfwered, We arecnducd with 
ftrength, and are endued with great prowefs in war; 
but the command appertaincth unto thee: {ec there- 
fore what thou wilt command’. She faid, Verily 
kings, when they entcr a city by force, wafte the fame, 
and abafe the moft powerful of the inhabitants there- 
of: and fo will thefe do with us. But I will fend 
gifts unto them; and will wait for what farther in- 
formation thofe who fhall be fent fhall bring back. 
And when the quecn’s ambaflador came unto Soto- 


Cuar. 27, 


™ And when fhe had received the 
Jetter, &c. | Jallalo’ddin fays, that the 
queen was furiounded by her army 
when the lapwing threw the letter into 
her bofom; but al Beidawi fuppofes 
fhe was sn an apartment of her palace, 
the doors of which were fhut, and that 
the bird flew in at the window. ‘The 
former commentator gives a copy of 
the epiftle fomewhat more full than 
that in the text; viz. From the fervant 
of Gon. Sulomon the fon of David, 
unto Balkis, queen of Saba. In the 
mame of the moft merciful Gop. 
Peace be on him who followeth the 


true dirc&tion. Rife not up againft 
me, but come and furrender your- 
{clves unto me. He adds, that Solo- 
mon perfumed this letter with mufk, 
and fealed it with his fignet. 

° Come and furrender yourfelves 
unto me.] Or, Come unto me, and 
refign youriclves unto the divine di- 
re€tion, and profefs the true religion, 
which I preach. 

P What thou wilt command.] i. e. 
Whether thou wilt obey the fummons 
of Solomon, or give us orders to make 
head againft him. 


MON, 
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mon‘, that prince faid, Will ye prefent me with 
riches? Verily that which Gop hath given me, is 
better than what he hath given you: but ye do glory 
in your gifts. Return unto the people of Sasa. We 
will furely come unto them with forces, which they 
fhall not be able to withftand; and we will drive 
them out from their city, humbled; and they fhall 
“become contemptible. And Sotomon faid, O nobles, 
which of you will bring unto me her throne, before 
they come and furrender themfelves unto me? A 
terrible genius’ anfwered, I will bring it unto thee, 
before thou arife from thy place*: for I am able to 
perform it, and may be trufted. And one with whom 
was the knowledge of the fcriptures‘ faid, I will 
bring it unto thee in the twinkling of aneye". And 
when So.omon faw the throne placed before him, he 
faid, This is a favour of my Lorp, that he may 


4 When the embaffador came unto 
Solomon.] Bearing the prefents, 
which they fay were five hundred 

oung flaves of each fex, all habited 
in the fame manner, five hundred 
bricks of gold, a crown eariched 
with precious ftones, befides a large 
quantity of mufk, amber, and other 
things of value (1). Some add, that 
Balkis, to try whether Solomon was 
a prophet or no, dreft the boys 
like girls, and the girls like boys, 
and fent him,.in a cafket, a pearl 
not drilled, and an onyx drilled 
with a crooked hole; and that Solo- 
mon diftinguifhed the boys from the 
girls by the different manner of their 
taking water, and ordered one worm 
to fore the pearl, and another to 

afs a thread through the onyx (a). 

hey alfo tell us, that Solomon, 
having notice of this embafly, by 
means of the lapwing, even before 
they fet out, ordered a large fquare 
to be enclofed with a wall built of 
gold and filver bricks, wherein he 
ranged his forces and attendants to 
receive them (g). 


ts | ee aa 
4) Idem Iaterp. 


VOL, Il. 


(a) Al Bripawt. 
(g) JALLALO’DDIN. 


T A terrible genius.] This was an 
Ifrit, or one of the wicked and re- 
bellious genii; and his name, fays al 
Beidawi, was Dhacwan, or Sakhr. 

* Before thou arife from thy place. } 
ise, From thy feat of juftice. For 
Solomon ufed to fit in judgment 
every day till noon (4). 

* One with whom was the know- 

ledge ‘of the {criptures.] This per- 
fon, as is generally fuppofed, was 
Afaf, the fon of Barachia, Solomon’s 
wazir (or vilir), who knew the great 
or ineffable name of Gon, by pro- 
nouncing of which he performed this 
wonderful exploit (5). Others, how- 
ever, fuppofe it was al Khedr, or elfe 
Gabriel, or fome other angel; and 
fome imagine it to have been Solomon 
himfelf (°). 
“ In the twinkling of ar eye.] The 
original is, Before thou canft look 
at any obje@, and take thy eye off it. 
It is faid that Solomon, at Afaf’s de- 
fire, looked up to heaven, and before 
he caft his eye downwards, the throne 
made its way under ground, and ap- 
peared before him 


(3) JaLLALO’DDIN. 
(6) Ad Burpawi. 
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make trial of me, whether I will be grateful, or 
whether I will be ungrateful: and he who is grate- 
ful, is grateful to his own advantage; but if any 
fhall be ungrateful, verily my Loro is felf-fufficient 
and munificent. And Soromon faid unto his fer- 
vants, Alter her throne, that fhe may not know it, to 
the end we may fee whether fhe be rightly dire&ed, or, 
whether fhe be one of thofe who are not rightly di- 
refted. And when fhe was come unto SoLomon”, 
it was faid unto her, Is thy throne like this? She an- 
{wered, As though it were the fame. And we have 
had knowledge beftowed on us before this, and have 
been refigned unto GOD*. But that which fhe wor- 
fhipped befides Gon, had turned her afide from the 
truth; for fhe was of an unbelieving people. It was 
faid unto her, Enter the palace’. And when fhe 
faw it, fhe imagined it to be a great water ; and fhe 
difcovered her legs, by lifting up her robe to pafs 
through it‘. Whereupon Sotomon faid unto her, 
Verily this is a palace evenly floored with glafs. 
Then faid the queen, O Loro, verily I have dealt un- 
juftly with my own foul; and I refign myfelf, toge- 
ther with Soromon, unto Gop, the Lorp of all 
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~ When fhe was come unto Solo- 
mon.] For, on the return -of her 
embaifador, fhe determined to go 
and fubmit herfelf to that prince; 
but, before her departure, fhe {e- 
laa ee throne, as re thought, 
ing itup im a itr e, 
and fetting a suird to defend it; after 
which the {et out, attended by a vat 
army (1). 
® We have had knowledge befiow- 
ed on us before this, &c.} It is an- 
certain whether thefe be the words 
of Balkis, acknowledging her con- 
vidtion by the wonders fhe had al- 
one Ag : Make fading ie te ee 
people, ac ing avour 
Gon, in calling them to the true faith 
before her. 


(1) JALLALo’ppin. 


¥ Enter the palace.] Or, as fome 
underftand the word, the court be- 
fore the palace, which Solomon had 
commanded to be built againft the 
arrival of Balkis; the floor or pave- 
ment being of tran{parent glafs, laid 
over running water, in which fifh 
were {wimming. Fronting this pave- 
ment was placed the royal thfone, 
on which Solomon fat to receive the 
queen {3). 
® She difcovered her legs, &c.] 
Some Arab writers tell us, Solomon 
had been informed that Balkis's legs 
and feet were covered with hair, like 
thofe of an afs, of the truth of which 
he had oy an Opportunity of be- 
ing fatised by ocular demonitration. 


(9) Idem, Al Berpaw:. 


creatures. 
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creatures*. Alfo we heretofore fent unto the tribe of 
Tuamup their brother Sate; who faid unto them, 
Serve ye Gop. And behold, they were divided in- 
to two parties, who difputed among themfelves?. 
Sa.eH faid, O my people, why do ye haften evil 
rather than good‘? Unlefs ye afk pardon of Gon, 
that ye may obtain mercy, ye are loft. They an- 
fwered, We prefage evil from thee, and from thofe 
who are withthee. Saxen replied, The evil which 
ye prefage is with Gon‘: but ye are a people who 
are proved by a viciffitude of profperity and adverfity. 
And there were nine men in the city, who a€ted cor- 
ruptly in the earth, and behaved not with integrity. 
And they faid unto one another, Swear ye reciprocally 
by Gop, that we will fall upon Sarex and his fa- 
mily by night: and afterwards we will fay unto him 
who hath right to avenge his blood, We were not 
fo much as prefent at the deftru@ion of his family ; 
and we certainly fpeak the truth. And they devifed 
a plot againft him: but we devifed a plot againft 
them; and they perceived it not. And fee what was 
the iffue of their plot‘: we utterly deftroyed them 


which ye are threatened, inftead of 
averting it by repentance ? 

@ We prefage evil from thee, &c.] 
See chap. vii. p. 208, where the 
tians in the fame manner ac- 


® I refign myfelf unto Gop.] The 
queen of Saba having by thefe words 
aang Iflam, and renounced ido- 
atry, Solomon had thoughts of mak- 
ing her his wife; but could not re E 


folve to do it, till the devils had, by 
a depilatory, taken off the hair from 
her legs (1). Some &*) however will 
have it that fhe did not marry So- 
lomon, but a prince of the tribe of 
Hamdan. | 

b Who difputed arnong themfelves. } 
Concerning the doétrine preached by 
Saleh; one party believing on him, 
and the otler treating him as an im- 
poftor. 

c in ye why ie rather 
than good 7] i. e. ° urge 
and defy tte divine voineaes with 


(1) JaLLALo’pptN. 
ehap. vii. p 900. net, |, 


(s) Apud Al Barpaws. 


P 2 


cule Mofes as the caufe of- their ca- 
lamities. 

© See what was the iflue of their 
plot.] It is related that Saleh, and 
thofe who believed on him, ufually 


craig, oe pray in a certain narrow 
place ween the mountains, the 
infidels {faid, He thinks to make an 
end of us after three days (9), but 
we will be before-hand with him; 
and that a of them went di- 
reGly to .the ftraits above-mention- 
ed, thinking to execute their de- 
fign, but were terribly ubproene ; 

 ] 


(3) See 


and 


XX. 
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and their whole people; and thefe their habitations 
remain empty, becaufe of the injuftice which they 
committed. Verily herein is a fign, unto people 
who underftand. And we delivered thofe who: be- 
lieved, and feared GOD. And remember Lor; 
when he faid unto his people, Do ye commit a 
wickednefs, though ye fee the heinou{nefs thereof? Do , 
yeapproach luftfully unto men, leaving the women? 
Ye are furely an ignorant people.* But the anfwer 
of his people was no other than that they faid, Caft 
the family of Lor out of your city; for they are 
men who preferve themfelves pure from the crimes of 
which ye are guilty. Wherefore we delivered him and 
his family, except his wife, whom we decreed to be 
one of thofe who remained behind to be deftroyed. 
And we rained on them a fhower of ftones: and 
dreadful was the fhower which fell on thofe who had 
been warned in vain’? Say, Praife be unto Gop; 
and peace be upon his fervants whom he hath chofen! 
Is Gop more worthy, or the falfe gods which they 
affociate with him? Is not he to be preferred, who 
hath created the ‘heavens and the earth, and fendeth 
down rain for you from heaven, whereby we caufe 


- delicious groves to {pring up? It is not in your 


power to caule the trees thereof to fhoot forth. Is 
there any other god partner with the true Gop? Ve- 
rily thefe are a people who deviate from the truth. 
Isnot he more worthy to be adored, who hath eftablith- 
ed the earth, and hath caufed rivers to flow through 
the midft thereof, and placed thereon immoveable 
mountains, and fet a bar between the two feas*? Is 
there any other god equal with the true Gon? Yet 
the greater part of them know it not. Is not he more 


for, inftead of catching the prophet, f See chap. vii. p. 90g. and chap. 
they were caught themfelves, their xi. p. 29. 

retreat being cut off by a large piece ® See chap. xxv. p. 307. The word 
of rock, which fell down at the Barzakh is not ufed here, but another 
mouth of the ftraits, fo that they’ of equivalent import. 

perifhed there in a miferable manner. 


worthy 
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worthy who heareth the affli€ted”, when he calleth 
upon him, and taketh off the evil which diftreffed 
him; and who hath made you the fucceffors of your 
forefathers in the earth? Is there any other god who 
can be equalled with the true Gop? How few con- 
fider thefe things! Is not he more worthy who direét- 
eth you in the dark paths of the land and of the fea; 
and who fendeth the winds driving abroad the clouds, 
as the forerunners of his mercy‘? Is there any other 
god who can be equalled with the true Gon? Far be 
Gop from having thofe partners in his power which 
yeaflociate with him! Is not he more worthy, who 
produceth a creature, and afterit hath been dead, re- 
{toreth it to life; and who giveth you food from 
heaven and earth? Is there any other god with the 
true Gop, who doth this? Say, Produce your proof 
thereof, if ye {peak truth. Say, None either in hea- 
ven or earth knoweth that which is hidden, befides 
Gop: neither do they underftand when they fhall 
be raifed. However their knowledge attaineth fome 
notion of the life to come‘, yet they are in an un- 
certainty concerning the fame; yea, they are blind 
as to the real circumftances thereof. And the unbe- 
lievers fay, When we and our forefathers fhall have 
been reduced to duft, fhall we be taken forth from 
the grave? Verily we have been threatened with this, 
both we and our fathers, heretofore, This is no 
other than fables of the ancients. Say unto them, 
Pafs through the earth, and fee what hath been the 
end of the wicked. And be not thou grieved for 
them; neither be thou in any concern on account of 
the plots which they are contriving againit thee. 
And they fay, When will this threat be accomplifhed, 
if ye-fpeak true? Anfwer, Peradventure fome part 


* The affli&ed.] Literally, Him k However their knowledge attain- 
who is driven by diftrefs to implore eth fome notion of the life to come: 


Gop'saffiftance. , &c.] Or the words may be tran- 
* See pa vii. p. 195. and chap. fated thus: Yea, their knowledge fail- 
XXY. p. 200, eth as the lifeto come: yea, dc. 
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of that punifhment, which ye defire to be haftened, 
may follow clofe- behind you: verily thy Lorn is 
endued with indulgence towards mankind; but the 
gréater part of them are not thankful. Verily thy 
Lop knoweth what their breafts conceal, and what 
they difcover: andthere is nothing hidden in heaven 
or on earth, but it is written in a clear book. Verily 
this Koran declareth unto the children of Israr. 
moft of thofe points concerning whichthey difagree’: 
and it is certainly a dire€tion, and a mercy unto the 
true believers. Thy Lorn will decide the contro- 
verfy between them, by his definitive fentence: and 
he is the mighty, the wife. Therefore put thy truft 
in Gon; for thou art in the manifeft truth. Verily 
thou fhalt not make the dead to hear; neither fhalt 
thou make the deaf to hear thy call to the true faith, 
when they retire and turn their backs: neither fhalt 
thou direé& the blind to extricate themfelves out of 
their error. Thou fhalt make none to hear thee, 
except him who fhall believe in our figns; and the 

are wholly refigned unto us. When the fentence thall 
be ready to fall upon them, we will caufe a beaft™ to 
come forth unto them from out of the earth, which 
fhall fpeak unto them": verily men do not firmly 
believe in our figns. On the day of refurre&tion we 
will affemble, out of every nation, a company of 
thofe who fhall have charged our figns with falfe- 
hood; and they fhall.be prevented from mixing to- 
gether, until they fhall arrive at the place of judgment. 


1 Moft of thofe poingg concerning be one fign of the approach of the day 
which they difagree.] Such as the of judgment, al Jaffafa, or the Spy. 
comparing of Gop to fenfible things, J have given the defcription of her lie. 
or to created beings; the removing all where (2); to which fhould be added, 
imperfetions from the defcription of that the is to have two wings, 
the Divine Being; the ftate of paradife ® Which fhali fpeak unto them.]} 
and hejl; the ftories of Ezra at Jzsus Or, according to a different reading, 
Cuarst, &c. (1). (viz. Taclimohom inftead of Tocaili- 

™ A beaft.] The Mohammedans mohom) who fhall wound them (9). 
call this beaft, whofe appearance will 


(1) AlBzspaws. (6) Prelim. Difc. Se&. IV.p.105, &e. (3) V. ibid. 


And 
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And GOD fhall fay unto them, Have ye charged 
my figns with falfehood, although ye comprehended 
them not with your knowledge? Or what is it that 
ye were doing? And the fentence ofdamnation fhall 
fall on them, for that they have aéted unjuftly: and 
they fhall not fpeak in their own excufe. Do they 
not fee that we have ordained the night, that they 
” may reft therein, and the day giving open light? 
Verily herein are figns unto people who believe. 
On that day the trumpet fhall be founded ; and who- 
ever are in heaven and on earth, fhall be ftruck with 
terror, except thofe whom Gon fhall pleafe to ex- 
empt therefrom °: and all fhall come before him in 
humble guife. And thou fhalt fee the mountains, 
and fhalt think them firmly fixed; but they fhall pafs 
away, even as the clouds pafs away. This will be 
the work of Gop, who hath rightly difpofed all things ; 
and he is well: acquainted with that which ye do. 
Whoever fhall have wrought righteoufnefs, fhall re- 
ceive a reward beyond the defert thereof; and they 
fhall be fecure from the terrorof that day’: but who- 
ever fhall have wrought evil, fhall be thrown on 
their faces into hell fire. Shall ye receive the reward 
of any other than of that which ye fhall have wrought? 
Verily Iam commanded to worfhip the Lorp of 
this territory of Mecca, who hath fanétified the 
fame: unto him belong all things. And I am com- 
manded to be a Moflem, and to rehearfe the Koran: 
he who fhall be dire&ted thereby, will be dire€ted to 
his own advantage; and to him who fhall go aftray, 
fay, Verily lam awarneronly. And fay, Praife be 


. ering Prelim. Pada Se&. IV, 
p. 109, &c.] Some the perfone 
exempted Pom this senarsl foodies: 
nation, will be the angels Gabricl, 
Michael, Ifrafil, and Izraé]{3) : others 
poe oes to be the virgins of para- 
dife, and the angels who pes that 
place, and carry Gon’s throne (3); 


(1) Jauzazo’pnim, Al Rerpaws. 


P 4 


and others will have them te be the 


> They. 

® They fthall be‘fecure from the 
terror of that day.] That is, from the 
fear of damnation, and the other tere 
rors which will difturb the a 
not.frasp the general terror or coniter- 
nation kefore-mentioned. 


(2) Idem. = (9) Exy Apaas. 


unto 
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unto Gop! he will thew you his figns*, and ye fhall 
know them: and thy Lorn is not regardlefs of that 
which theydo. a 


: @ He will fhew 


ou his figns.] 
Viz. the fucceffes of 


againft the infidels; and particularly 
true believers 


e vidtory of Bedr. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 
Intitled, The Story’; revealed at Mecca’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


S.M.* Thefe are'the figns of the perfpicuous 

e book. We will di@ate unto thee, O Monam- 
MED, fome parts of the hiftory of Moszs and Pua- 
RAOH, With truth; for the fake of people who believe. 
Now Puaraou lifted himfelf up in the land of 
Ecypt; and hecaufed his fubjeéts to be divided into 
parties": he weakened one party of them”, by flay- 
ing their male-children, and preferving their females 
alive; for he was an oppreffor. And we were mind- 
ed to be gracious unto thofe who were weakened in 
the land, and to make them models of religion; 
and to make them the heirs of the wealth of Pua- 
RAOH and his people*, and to eftablifh a place for 
them in the earth; and to fhew Puaraon, and 
Haman’, and their forces, that deftru€tion of their 
kingdom 


* The title is taken from the 36th 
verfe, where Mofes is faid to have 
related the ftory of his adventures to 
Shoaib. 

* Some except'a verfe, towards the 
latter end, begirining with thefe words, 
He who hath given thee the Koran for 
a Tule of faith and praftice, é&c. 

© See the Prelim.. Difc. Ge. III. 


p- 78. ’ 

" He divided his fubjefs ‘ito par- 
ties. ] i. e. Either into companies, that 
they might the better attend Ris order, 


and perform the fervices he exa&ted of 
them; or into oppofite fa€tions, to 
prevent their attempting any thing 
againft him, to deliver themfelves 
{fom his tyranny (1). 

W One party of them.] Viz. the 
Ifraclites. 

* See chap. xxvi. p. 212. 

Y Haman.] This name is given 
to Pharaoh’s chief minifter; from 
whence it is generally inferred that 
Mohammed has here made Haman, 
the favourite of Ahafuerus, king of 


(1) Al Brrpaws. 


Perfia, 
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kingdom and nation by them, which they fought to 
avoid*, And we direéted the mother of Moszs by 
revelation, faying, Give him fuck: and if thou fear- 
eft for him, caft him into the river; and fear not, 
neither be afflifted; for we will reftore him unto 
thee, and will appoint him one of our apoftles*. 
And when fhe had put the child in the ack, and had 
caft it into the river, the family of PHaraon took 
him up; Providence defigning that he fhould be- 
come an enemy, and a forrow unto them. Verily 
Puaraon, and Haman, and their forces, were fin- 
ners. And the wife of Puaraon faid, This child 
is a delight of the eye to me, and to thee’: kill him 
not; peradventure it may happen that he may be 
ferviceable unto us; or we may adopt him for.our 
fon. And they perceived not the confequence of 
what they were doing. And the heart of the mo- 
ther of Moszs became opprefied with fear; and fhe 
had almoft difcovered him, had we not armed her 
heart with conftancy, that fhe might be one of thofe 


who believe the promifes 


Perfia, and who, indifputably, lived 
many ages after Mofes, to be that 
prophet’s contemporary But how 
probable fover this miftake may feem 
to us, it will be very hard, if not im- 
poMible, to convince a Mohammedan 
of it; for, as has been obferved ina 
parallel cafe (1), two very different 
perfons may bear the fame name (2): 
* That deftru&ion by them, which 
rae | fought to avoid.] For Pharaoh 
had either dreamed, or been told by 
fome diviners, that one of the He- 
brew nation fhould be the ruin of his 
.kingdom; which ae is fup- 
pofed to have been the occafion of his 
cruelty to them (3). This circumiftance 
is owing to the invention of the Jews 


4). . 
( ® It is related that the midwife ap- 


(1) See chap. iii. p. 59. not.™. 
3) ‘Is chap. wil p. 208. 

irke, c. 48. 
(6) Idem, JALLALO’DDIN. 


of GOD. And fhe faid 


pointed to attend the Hebrew women, 
terrified by a light which appeared 
between the eyes of Mofes at his birth, 
and touched with an extraordinary 
affe€tion for the child, did not difco- 
ver him to the officers, fo that his mo- 
ther kept him in her houfe, and nurfed 


- him three months; after which it was 


impoffible for her to conceal him any 
longer, the king then giving orders to 
make the fearches more ftriétly (5). 

> This child is a delight of our eye. ] 
This fudden atfe€tion or admiration, 
was raifed in them either by his un- 
common beauty, or by the light which 
fhone on his forehead; or becaufe, 
when they opened the ark, they found 
him fucking his thumb, which fup- 
plied him with milk (6). . 


e 


(2) V. Revanp. de Rel. Moham. p. 217. 
(4) V. Shalfhel. hakkab. p. 11. & R. Exrez. 
(5) Al Berpaw:. 


See the notes to chap. xx. p. 141. 


unto 
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unto his fifter, Follow him. And fhe watched him 
at a diftance; and. they perceived it not- And we 
fuffered him not to take the breafts of the nurfes 
who were provided before his fifter came up‘: and 
fhe faid, fhall 1 dire& you unto fome of his nation, 
who may nurie him for you, and will be careful of 
him? And, at their defire, fhe brought his mother to 
them. So we reftored him to his mother, that her’ 
mind might be fet at eafe, and that fhe might not be 
afflicted; and that fhe might know that the promife 
of Gop was true: but the greater part of mankind 
know not the truth. And when Moszs had attained 
his age of full ftrength, and was become a perfeé& 
man, we beftowed on him wifdom and knowledge: 
and thus do we reward the upright. And he went 
into the city, at atime, when the inhabitants thereof 
obferved not what paffed in the ftreets*: and he 
found therein two men fighting; the one being of 
his own party, and the other of his enemies*. And 
he who was of his party, begged his affiftance againft 
him who was of the contrary party; and Moszs 
ftruck him with his fift, and flew him: but being forry 
for what had happened, he faid, This is of the work 
of the devil‘; for he is a feducing and an open ene- 
my. And he faid, O Lorp, verily I have injured 
my own foul: wherefore forgive me. So GOD for- 
gave him; for he is ready to forgive, and merciful. 
He faid, O Lorp, by the favours with which thou 
haft favoured me, I will not be an affiftant to the 
wicked for the future. And the next morning he 
was afraid in the city, and looked about him, as one 
apprehenfive of danger; and behold, he whom he had 


© Seechep. xx. p. 141 

* When the inhabitants obferved 
not, &c.} Viz. atnoon; at which time 
it is ufual, in thofe countries, for 
people to retire to Mleep; or, as others 
rather fuppofe, a little within night. 

* The one being of his own party, 
and the other of his encmies.] i. ¢. 


The one being an I{raelite, of his own 
Yeligion and nation, and the other an 
idolatrous Egyptian. 
€ This is vu work of the devil. 
reg ais allows srr gon kille 
t tian wrongfully; but, to ex- 
cufe ia fes eee be ftruck him 
without defgning to kill him. 


affifted 
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affifted the day before, cried out unto him for help a 
fecond time. But Mosss faid unto him, Thou art 
plainly a quarrelfome fellow. And when he fought 
to lay hold on him who was an enemy unto them 
both, he faid, O Moses, doft thou intend to kill 
me, as thou killedft a man yefterday*? Thou feek- 
¢ft only to be an-oppreffor in theearth, and feekeft 
not to be a reconciler of quarrels, And a certain 
man * came from the farther part of the city, running 
haftily, and faid, O Mosss, verily the magiftrates 
are deliberating concerning thee, to put thee to 
death: depart therefore; I certainly advife thee well. 
Wherefore he departed out of the city in great fear, 
looking this way and that, left he fhould be purfued. 
And he faid, O Lorn, deliver me from the unjuft 
people. And when he was journeying towards 
Manian, he faid, Peradventure my Lorp will di- 
reét me in the right way’. And when he arrived at 
the water of Map1an, he found about the well a 
company of men, who were watering their flocks. 
And he found, befidesthem, two women, who kept 
off their fheep ata diftance. And he faid unto them, 
What is the matter with you? They anfwered, We 
fhall not water our flock, until the fhepherds fhall have 
driven away theirs; for our father is an old man, 
ftricken in years. So Moszs watered their fheep for 


® He faid, O Mofes, wilt thou kill done, and defigned to put him to 
me, &c.] Some fuppofe thefe words death, gave him immediate notice to 
to have been fpoken by the Ifraelite, provide for his fafety by flight 
who, becaufe Mofes had reprimanded 1 Peradventure my Loxp wil) di- 
him, pak he was going to ftrike re& me, &c.] For Mofes knew not 
him; and others, by the Egyptian, the way; and coming to aplace where 
who either knew or fufpeed that three roads met, committed himifelf to 
Mofeshad killed his countryman the the guidance of Gop, and took the 
day before. . middle road, which was the right; 
A certain man.] This perfon,fays Providence likewffe fo ordering it, 
the tradition, was an Egyptian, and that his purfuers took the other two 
Pharaoh’s uncle’s fon, but atrue be- roads, and miffed him (1). Some fay 
liever; who finding that the king had that he was led by an angel in the ap- 
been informed of what Mofes had pearance of a traveller (3). 


(1) Al Buipawt. (2) JALLALO’DDIN. 
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them"; and afterwards retired to the fhade, faying, 
O Lorp, verily I ftand in need of the good which 
thou fhalt fend down unto me. And one of the 
damfels'came unto him, walking bafhfully, and faid, 
My father calleth thee, that he may recompenfe thee 
for the trouble which thou haft taken in watering our 
fheep forus. And when he was come unto SxHoai3, 
and. had told him the ftory of his adventures, he faid 
unto him, Fear not; thou haft efcaped from unjuft 
people. Andone of the damfels faid, My father, 
hire him for certain wages: the beft fervant thou canft 
hire, is an able and trufty perfon™ And Suoais 
faid unto Mosss, Verily I will give thee one of thefe 
my two daughters in marriage, on condition that 
thou ferve me for hire eight years: and if thou fulfil 
ten years, it 1s in thine own dove for I feek not to 
impofe a hardfhip on thee: and thou fhalt find me, 
if Goppleafe, a manof probity. Moses an{wered, 
Let this bethe covenant between meand thee: which- 
foever of the two terms I fhall fulfil, let it be no 
crime in me if I then quit thy fervice; and Gop is 
witnefs of that which we fay. And when Mosss had 
fulfilled the term*, and was journeying with his 
family towards Ecypr, he faw fire on the fide of 


* Mofes watered their fheep for 
them.] By rolling away a ftone of a 
dlc weight, which had been 
aid over the mouth of the well by the 
fhepherds, and required no lefs than 
feven men (though fome name a much 
larger number) to remove it ( i). 

One of the damfels.] This was 
*Scfira (or Zipporah) the elder, or, as 
others uppole, the younger daughter 
of Shoaib, whom Mofes afterwards 
married, 

™ An able and trufty perfon.] The 

irl, being afked by her father how fhe 
Encw Mofes deferved this character, 
told him that he had removed the .vaft 
ftone above-mentioned, without any 


(1) JauLaxo’ppin, Inte 


. YAHYA. 


affiftance ; and that he looked not in 
her face, but held down his head till 
he had heard her meffage, and defired 
her to walk behind him, becaufe the 
wind ruffled her garments a little, and 
difcovered fome part of her legs{2). 

® When Mofes had fulfilled the 
term.] Viz. the longeft term, of ten 


years. The Mohammedans fay, after 


the Jews (3), that Mofes received from 
Shoaib the rod of the prophets (which 
was a branch of a myrtle of paradife,and 
had defcended tohim from Adam) to 
keep off the wild beafts from his 
fheep ; and that this was the rod with 
which.he performed all thofe wonders 
in Egypt. 


(2) Idem. (3) _‘V. Shalth. 


hakkab. p.12. R. Exizz. Pirke, c. 40, &c. 


mount 
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mount Sinar. And he faid unto his family, Tarry 
ye here; for I fee fire: peradventure I may bring 

ou thence fome tidings of the way°, or at leaft a 
bad out of the fire, that ye may be warmed. And 
when he was come thereto, a voice cried unto him 
from the right fide of the valley, in the facred bot- 
gom, from the tree, faying, O Mosss, verily I am 
Gop, the Lorp of all creatures: caft down now 
thyrod. And when he faw it thatit moved, as though 
it had been a ferpent, he retreated and fled, and re- 
turned not. And GOD faid unto him, O Mosss, 
draw near, and fear not; for thou art fafe. Put 
thy hand into thy bofom, and it fhall come forth 
white, without any hurt: anddraw back thy hand? 
unto thee which thou ftretcheft forth for fear. Thefe 
fhall be two evident figns from thy Lorp, unto 
Puaraon and his princes; for they are a wicked 
people. Moszs faid, O Lorn, verily I have flain 
one of them; and I fear they will put me to death: 
but my brother Aaron is of a more eloquent tongue 
than I am; wherefore fend him with me for an af- 
fiftant, that he may gain me credit; for I fear left 
they accufe me of impofture. GOD faid, We will 
{trengthen thine arm by thy brother, and we will 
give each of you extraordinary power, fo that they 
fhall not come up to you in our figns. Ye two, 
and whoever {hall follow you, fhall be the conque- 
rors. And when Mosss came unto them with our 
evident figns, they faid, This is no other than a de- 
ceitful piece of forcery: neither have we heard of 
any thing like this among our fore-fathers. And 
Mosss faid, My Lorn beft knoweth who cometh 
with a direction from him; and who fhall have fuc- 
cefs in this life, as well as the next: but the unjuft 


© See chap. xx. p. 139. firetch forth their wings to fl awty 

® Draw back thy hand.) Lite- when they are frighted, and fol 
rally, thy wing. Theexprefliom al- them together again when they think 
ludes to ‘the sHion of birds, which  themfelves fecure (1). 


t) Al Bsrpaws. 
7 fhall 
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fhall not profper. And Puasgaon faid, O princes, 
I did not know that ye had any other god befides 
me". Wherefore do: thou, O Haman, burn me 
clay into bricks; and build me.a high tower’, that I 
may afcend unto the Gop of Mosss: for I verily 
believe him to be a liar. And both he and his forces 
behaved themfelves infolently and unjuftly in the 
earth; and imagined that they fhould not be brought 
before us to be judged. Wherefore we took him and 
-his forces, | a caft them into the fea. Behold, 
therefore, what was the end of the unjuft. And we 
made them deceitful guides, inviting their followers to 
hell-fire; and on the day of refurre€tion they fhall 
not be {creened from punifhment. We purfued them 
with a curle in this life; and on the day of refurrec- 
tion they fhall be fhamefully reje&ted. And we gave 
the book of the law unto Mosss, after we had de- 
firoyed the former generations, to enlighten the 
minds of men, and for a dire€tion, and a mercy; 
that peradventure they might confider. Thou, O 
prophet, waft not on the weft fide of mount Sinal, 
wher we delivered Mosrs his commiffion: neither 
watt thou one of thofe who were prefent at his receiv- 
ing it: but we raifed up feveral generations after 
Moses; and l:fe was prolonged untothem. Neither 
did{ft thou dwell among the inhabitants of Manian, 
rehearfing unto them our figns; but we have fent 
thee fully inftru@ed in every particular. Nor waft thou 
prefent on the fide of the mount, when we called 
unto Moszs: but thou art fent as a mercy from thy 


@ See chap. 26. p. 211. 

TA high tower.] It is faid that 
Haman, having prepared bricks and 
other materials, employed no lefs 
than fifty thoufand men, befides 
labourers, in the building; which 
they carried to ‘fo immenfe an height, 
that the workmen could no longer 
fiand on it: that Pharaoh, afcend- 
ing this tower, threw @ javelin to- 


(1) Al Zamakusnart. 


wards heaven, which fell back again 


ftained with blood, whereu he 
impioufly boafted ‘that he had killed 
the Gon of Mofes; but at fun-fet 
Gop fent the 1 Gabriel, who 
with one firoke of his wing demo- 
lifhed the tower, a part whereof, 
falling on the king’s army, deftroyed 
a million of men (1). 


Lorp, 
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Lorn, that thou mighteft preach unto a people 
to whom no preacher hath come before thee’, that 
peradventure they may be warned; and left, if a ca- 
lamity had befallen them, for that which their hands 
had previoufly committed, they fhould have faid, O 
Lorp, fince thou haft not fent an apoftle unto us, 
ghat we might follow thy figns, and become true be- 
lievers, are we not excufable? Yet when the truth 
is come unto them from before us, they fay, Unlefs 
he receive the fame power to work miracles as Mosss 
received, we will not believe. Have they not like- 
wife reje€ted the revelation which was heretofore 
given unto MosgsP They fay, Two cunning im- 
poftures*, have mutually affifted one another: and 
they fay, Verily we rejye&t them both. Say, Pro- 
duce therefore a book from Gop, which is more 
right than thefe two, that I may follow it; if ye 
fpeak truth. But if they return thee no anfwer, 
know that they only follow their own defires: and 
who erreth more widely from the truth than he who 
followeth his own defire, without a dire&tion from 
Gop? verily Gon direfteth not the unjuft people. 
And now have we caufed our word to come unto 
them, that they may be admonifhed. They unto 
whom we have given the fcriptures which were re- 
vealed before it, believe in the fame; and when it is 
read unto them, fay, We believe therein; it is cer- 
tainly the truth from our Lorp: verily we were 
Moflems before this". They fhall receive their re- 
ward twice”, becaufe they have perfevered, and re- 
pel evil by good, and diftribute alms out of that 
which we have beltowed on them; and when they 


* Unto a people to whom no 
preacher hath come before thee.] That 
is, to the Arabians; to whom no 
prophet had been fent, at leaft fince 
I{mael. 

* Two cunning impoftures.] Viz. 
The Pentateuch and the Koran. Some 
copies read, Two impoftors, meaning 
Mofes and Mohammed. 

“ We were Moflems before this. } 
Holding the fame faith in fundamen- 


tals, before the revelation of the Ko- 
ran, which we receive becaule it is 
confonant to the {criptures, and at- 
tefted to by them. The paffage intends 
thofe Jews and Chriftians who had 
embraced Mohammedi{m. 

Ww Thefe fhall receive their reward 
twice.] Becaufe they have believed 
both in their own feriptures, and in 
the Koran. 


hear 


240 AL KORAN. Guar. 28. 


hear vain difcourfe, avoid the fame, faying, We 
have our works, and ye have your works: peace be 
on you*; we covet not the acquaintance of the ig- 
norant. Verily thou canft not dire& whom thou | 
wilt: but Gop direéteth whom he pleafeth; and he 
‘beft knoweth thofe who will fubmit to be directed. 
The Meccans fay, If we follow the fame direé&tion 
with thee, we fhall be forcibly expelled our land’. 
Have we not eftablifhed for them a fecure afylum’? 
to which fruits of every fort are brought, as a pro- 
vifion of our bounty; but the greater part of them 
do not underftand. How many cities have we de- 
ftroyed, whofe inhabitants lived in eafe and plenty ? 
and thefe their dwellings are not inhabited after 
them, unlefs for a little while*; and we were the 
inheritors of their wealth>. ‘But thy Lorp did not 
deftroy thofe cities, until he had fent unto their ca- 
pital an apoftle, to rehearfe our figns unto them: 
neither did we deftroy thofe cities, unlefs their inha- 
bitants were injurious to their apoftle. The things 
which are given you, are the provifions of this pre- 
fent life, and the pomp thereof; but that which is 
with Gop, is better and more durable: will ye not 
therefore underftand? Shall he then, unto whom we 
have promifed an excellent promife of future hap- 
pinefs, and who fhall attain the fame, be as he on 


® See chap. xxv. p. 208. not.!, 

Y If we follow thy direftion, we 
fhall be forcibly expelled our land. } 
This obje€tion was made by Al He- 


their habitation the facred territory of 
Mecca, a place proteéted by Gon, 
and reverenced by man. 

* Unlefs for a little while] That 


reth Ebn Othman Ebn Nawfal Ebn 
Abd'Menaf, who came to Moham- 
med, and told him that the Koreifh 
believed he preached the truth, but 
were claps that, if they made 
the Arabs their enemies by quittin 
their religion, they would Sbliged 
likewife to quit Mecca, being but a 
handful of men, in comparifon to the 
whole nation (1). 

* Have we not eftablifhed for them 
a fecure afylum?] By giving them for 


is, for a day, or a few hours only, 
while travellers flay there to reft 
and refrefh themfelves; or, as the 
original may alfo fignify, unlefs b 
a few inhabitants: fome of thofe 
ancient cities and dwellings being 
rae dae and others thinly ine 
ited, 


_ © We were the inheriters of theis 
wealth.] There being none left to ex 
Joy it after them. 


(1) Al Brrpawi. 


whom 


Guar. 8. = AL, KORAN. 242 
whom we have beftowed the provifion of this prefent 
‘life, and who,.on the day of refurre€tion, fhall be 
one of thofe who are delivered up to eternal punifh- 
ment ? On that day GOD fhall call unto them, and 
fhall fay, Where are my partners, which ye imagined 
to be fo? And they upon whom the fentence of dam- 
nation fhall be juftly pronounced, fhall anfwer, 
Thefe, O Lorp, are thofe whom we feduced: we 
feduced them.as we alfo had been feduced: but now 
we clearly quit them, and turn untothee. They did 
not worfhip us, but their own lufts®. And it fhall 
be faid unto the idolaters, Call now upon thofe whom 
ye affociated with GOD: and they fhall call upon 
them, but they fhallnot anfwer them ; and they fhall 
fee the punifhment prepared for them, and fhall 
wifh that they had fubmitted to be dire&ted. On that 
day GOD thall call unto them, and fhall fay, What 
anfwer did ye return to our meffengers? But they 
fhall not be able to give an account thereof on that 
day “; neither fhall they afk one another for informa- 
tion. Howbeit whofo fhall repent and believe, and 
fhall do that which is right, may expe& to be happy. 
Thy Lorp createth what he pleafeth; and choofeth 
freely: but they have no free choice. Praife be unto 
Gop; and far be he removed from the idols which 
they affociate with him! Thy Lorn knoweth both 
the fecret malice which their breafts conceal, and 
the open hatred which they difcover. Heis Gon; 
there is no Gop but he. Unto him is the praife 
due, both in this life and in that which is to come: 
unto him doth judgment belong; and before him 
fhall ye be affembled at ‘the laft day. Say, What 
think ye? If Gop fhould cover you with per- 
petual night until the day of refurre€tion ; what 
god, befides Gop, would bring you light? Will ye 
not therefore hearken? Say, What think ye? If 
Gop fhould give you continual day, until the day of 

€Seechap. x. p. 5 for the confternation they fhall then be 
' 4 They fhall nat beable to give an under, will render them ftupid, and 
account thereof.] Literlly, Theac- unableto return an an{wer. 


count thereof fhal] be dark unto them; 
VOL, 31. Q refur- 
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ref{yrreGtion; what god, befides Gop, would bring 
you night, that ye might teft therein? Will ye not 
therefore confider? Of his mercy he hath made for 
you the night and the day, that ye may reft in the 
one, and may feek to obtain provifion for yourfelves 
of his abundance, by your induftry, in the other; and 
that ye may give thanks. Ona certain day GOD, 
fhall call unto them, and fhall fay, Where are my. 
partners, which ye imagined to fhare the divine power 
withme? And we will producea witnefs out of every 
nation‘, and will fay, Bring hither your proof of 
what ye have afferted. And they fhall know that the 
right is Gon’s alone; and the-deities which they have 
devifed fhall abandon them. Karun was of the 
people of Moszs‘; but he behaved infolently to- 


© A witneis out of every nation. } 
viz. The eal sp who fhall have been 
fent to each nation. 

f Karin was of the people of 
Mofes.] The commentators fay, Ka- 
rin was the fon of Yefhar (or Izhar) 
the uncle of Mofes; and confe- 

uently make him the fame with 

e Korah of the fcriptures. This 
pertfon is reprefented by them as the 
mot beautiful of the Ifraelites, and 
fo far {urpaffing them all in opu- 
lency, that the riches of Karin have 
become a proverb, The Moham- 
medans are indebted to the Jews 
for this lait circumfiance, to which 
they have added feveral other fa- 
bles: for they tell us that he built 
a large palace overlaid with gold, 
the doors whereof were of maffly 

Id; that -he became fo infolent, 
Cae of his immenfe ricties, as 
to raife a {edition inft Mofes; 
though fome pretend the occafion of 
his rebellion to have been his un- 
willingnefs to give alms, as Mofes 
had commanded: that one day, when 
that props was preaching to the 
people, and, other laws which 
he publifhed, dec that adul- 
trers fhould be ftoned, Karin afked 


a 


wards 


him, what if he fhould be found 
guilty of the fame crime? to which 
Mofes anfwered, that in fuch cafe 
he would fuffer the fame punifh- 
ment; and thereupon Karin pro- 
duced a harlot, whom he had hired 
to fwear that Mofes had lain with 
her, and charged him publicly with 
it; but on Mofes’s adjuring the 
woman to fpeak the truth, her rea 
folution failed her, and fhe con- 
felled that fhe was f{uborned by 
Karin to accufe him wrongfully ; 
that then Gon dire&ted Mofes, who 
had complained to him of this ufage, 
to command the earth what he 
pleafed, and it fhould obey him; 
whereupon he faid, O earth, {wal- 
low them up! and that immediately 
the earth opened under Karin and 
his confederates, and {wallowed them 
up, with his palace and all his 
riches (1). There goes a tradition, 
that as Karin funk gradually into 
the ground, firft to his knees, then 
to his waift, then to his neck, 
he cried out four feveral times, O 
Moles, have mercy on me! but 
that Miofes continued to fay, O 
earth, {wallaw them up, till at laft 
be wholly difappeared: upon Ay 

OB 


(3) Anu’nrspa, Jauzato’paiy, Al Buipawi, &c. 
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wards them: for we had given hite fo much trea- 
fure, that his keys would have loaded feveral ftrong 


men®, When 


is people faid unto him, Rejoice 


+ not immoderately; for Gop loveth not thofe who re- 
joice in their riches immoderately : but feek to attain, 
by means of the wealth which Gop hath given thee, 


the future manfion of paradife'. 


And forget not 


thy portion in this world; but be thou bounteous 
unto others, as Gop hath been bounteous unto thee: 
and feek not to aét corruptly in the earth; for Gop 


loveth not the corrupt doers. 


He anfwered, J have 


received thefe riches, only becaufe of the knowledge 


which is with me’. 


Did he not know that Gop 


had already deftroyed, before him, feveral genera- 
tions, who were mightier than he in ftrength, and 


had amaffed more abundance of riches? 


And the 


wicked fhall not be afked to difcover their crimes. 
And Karun went forth unto his people, in his 


pomp *. 


And they who loved this prefent life: faid, 


Oh that we had the like wealth as had been 
given unto Karun! Verily he is mafter of a = 
n 


fortune. 


But thofe on whom knowledge had 


beftowed, anfwered, Alas for you! The reward of 
Gop in the next life, will be better unto him who 


Gop faid to Mofes, Thou hadft no 
mefcy on Karin, though he afked 
pardon of thee four times; but I 
would have had compaffion on him, 
if he had afked pardon of me but 
once (1), 

® Several men.] The original word 

roperly fignifies any number of per- 
ons from ten to forty. Some pretend 
thefe keys were a fufficient load for 
feventy men; end Abu’lfeda fays forty 
7g ufed to be employed to carry 
them. 

h This paffage is parallel to that in 
the NewTeftament, Make to yourfelves 
friends of the mammon of unrighteouf- 
nefs ; that when ye fail, they may re- 
ceive you into everlafting habi.ations(). 


XVi. Q. 
LALO’DDIN. Al Bzipawi. 


(1) Al Berpawsz, V. D’Hzaarc. Bibl. Orient. Art. Carun. 
3) V. R. Guzpau. Shalfh. hakkab. p. 13. 


Oe 


1 Becaufe of the knowledge which 
is with me.] For fome fay he was 
the moft learned of all the Ifraelites, 
and the beft verfed in the law, after 
Mofes and Aaron. Others pretend 
he was fkilled in chymiftry, or in 
merchandifing, or other arts of 
gain; and others {uppofe (as the 
Jews alfo fable (3), that he found 
out the treafures of Jofeph in Egypt 


ie In his pomp.] It is faid he rode 
on a white mule, adorned with trap- 

ings of gold; and that he was clothed 
in purple, and attended by four thou- 
fand men, all well mounted, and riche 
ly dreft. 


om 


fhall 


fhall have wrought. Verily he who hath given thee 
the Koran for a rule of faith and praétice, will cer- 
tainly bring thee back home unto Mecca’. Say, My 
Loxp beft knoweth who cometh with a true direftion, 
and who is ina manifeft error. Thou didft not ex- 
peét that the book of the Koran fhould be delivered 
unto thee: but thou haft received it through the 
mercy of thy Lorp. Be not therefore affifting to the 
unbelievers; neither let them turn thee afide from 
the figns of Gon, after they have been fent down 
unto thee: and invite men unto thy Lorn. And be 
not thou an idolater; neither invoke any other god, 
together with the.true Gop: there is no god but he. 
Every thing fhall perifh, except himfelf: unto him 
belongeth judgment; and before him fhall ye be 
aflembled at the laft day. ! 


- | He who hath given thee the Ko- Johfa, in his flight from Mecca to 


ran, will bring thee back unto Mecca. ina, to comfort him, and ftil! his 
This verfe, fome fay, was revea complaints. 
to Mohammed when 


arrived at 


CHAP. 


“CHAP... XXIX. 
Intitled, The Spider; revealed at Mecca’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


L..M.° Do men imagine that it fhall be fuf- 

e ficient for them? to fay, We believe; while 
they be not proved*? We heretofore proved thofe 
who were before them; for Gon will furely know 
them who are fincere, and he will furely know the 
liars. Do they who work evil think that they fhall 
revent us from taking vengeance on them? An ill 
judgment do they make. Whofo hopeth to meet 
Gop, verily Gon’s appointed time will certainly 
come; and he both heareth and knoweth. Whoever 
ftriveth to promote the true religion, ftriveth for the 
advantage of his own foul ; for Gop needeth not any - 
of his creatures; and as to thofe who believe and 
work righteoufnefs, we will expiate their evil deeds 
from them; and we will give them a reward accord- 
ing to the utmoft merit of their a€tions. We have 
commanded man to fhew kindnefs towards his pa- 
rents: but if they endeavour to prevail with thee to 
affociate with me that concerning which thou hatt 


™ Tranfient mention is made of 
this infe& towards the middle of 
the chapter. : 

® Some think the firft ten verfes, 
endi 
well knoweth the hypocrites, were 
revealed at Medina, and the reft at 
ol and others believe the re- 
verte, 


© See the Prelim. Dif. Se& III. 
P 


. 78, &c. 
P That it fhall be fufficient for 
them.] Literally, That they fhall 
be let alone, acc. 7 

9 While not proved. 
This pallge eprebends gta 


with thefe words, And he | 


tience of fome of the prophet’s com- 
panions, under the hardfhips which 

fuftained in defence of their re- 
ligion, and the loffes which they 
{uffered from the infidels; repre- 
fenting to them, that fuch trials and 
afliGions were neceffary to diftine 
guith the fincere perfon from the 
ypocrite, and the fteady from the 
wavering. .Some fuppofe it to have 
been occafioned by the death of 
Mahja, Omar’s flave, killed by an 
arrow at the battle of Bedr, which 
was deeply lamented, and laid tq 
heart by his wife and parents (1). 


(1) Al Berpawz, 


O 3 


no 
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no knowledge, obey them not’. Unto me fhall ye re- 
turn; and I will declare unto you what ye have done. 
Thofe who fhall believe, and fhall work righteouf- 
nefs, we will furely introduce into paradife, among 
the upright. There are fome men who fay, We be- 
lieve ia Gop; but when fuch a one is affli@ed for 
Gon’s fake, he efteemeth the perfecution of men to 
be as grievous as the punifhment of Gop. Yet if fuc- 
cefs cometh from thy Lorp, they fay, Verily we 
are with you. Doth not Gop well know that which 
is in the breafts of his creatures? Verily Gop well 
knoweth the true believers, and he well knoweth 
the hypocrites. The unbelievers fay unto thofe who 
believe, Follow our way; and we will bear your 
fins. Howbeit they fhall not bear any part of their 
fins; for they are liars: but they fhall furely bear 
their own burdens, and other burdens befides their 
own burdens’; and they fhall be examined, on the 
day of refurre&tion, concerning that which they have 
falfely devifed. ‘We heretofore fent Noau unto his 
people; and he tarried among them one thoufand 
years, fave fifty years‘: and the deluge took them 

away, 


¥ If they endeavour to prevail with® is true, if the whole life of Noah be 


thee to affociate with me that con- 
cerning which thou haft no know- 
ledge.| That is, if they endeavour 
to pervert thee to idolatry, The paf- 
fage is faid to have been revealed on 
account of Saad Ebn Abi Wakkas 
and his mother Hamna, who, when 
She heard that her fon had embraced 
Mohammedifm, {wore that fhe would 
neither eat nor drink till he returned 
to his old religion, and kept ber oath 
for three days (1). 

* Other burdens befides their own. ] 
Viz. The puilt of feducing others, 
which fhall be added to the guilt of 
their own obftinacy, without di- 
minifhing the guilt of fuchas fhall 
be feduced by them. 

* Noah tarried. among his people 
nine hundred and fifty years.] This 


(1) Al Berpawr. 


(2) Idem, ZAMAKH. 


reckoned; and accordingly Abu’t- 
feda fays he was fent to preach in 
his two hundred and fiftieth year, 
and that he lived in all nine hun- 
dred and fifty: but the text feemin 
to fpeak of thole years only, whic 
he {pent in preaching to the wicked 
Antediluvians, the commentators fup- 
pofe him to have lived much longer. 
Some fay the whole length of his 
life was a thoufand and fifty years ; 
that his miffion happened in the 
fortieth year of his age, and that 
he lived after the flood fixty years 
(2): and others give different num- 
rs; one, in particular, pretending 
that Noah lived near fixteen hundred 
years (3). ; 
This circumftance, fays Al Bei- 
dawi, was mentioned to encourage 
Mobammed, 


(3) Caas, apud Yahyam. 
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away, while they were afting unjuftly; but we de- 
livered him and thofe who were in the ark, and we 
made the fame“ a fign unto all creatures. We alfo 
fent AsrAnHAM; when he faid unto his people, Serve 
Gop, and fear him: this will be better for you; if 
yeunderftand. Ye only worfhip idols befides Gop, 
~and forge a lie. Verily thofe which ye worfhip, be- 
fides Gop, are not able to make any provifion for 
you: feek therefore your provifion from Gop; and 
ferve him, and give thanks unto him: unto him 
fhall ye return. If ye charge me with impofture, 
verily fundry nations before you likewife charged 
their prophets with impofture: but public preaching 
only is incumbent on an apoftle. Do they not fee how 
Gop produceth creatures, and afterwards reftoreth 
them"? Verilyttiis is eafy with Gop. Say, Go 
through the earth, and fee how he originally pro- 
duceth creatures; afterwards will Gop re-produce 
another produétion; for Gop is almighty. He will 
punifh whom he pleafeth, and he will have mercy on 
whom he pleafeth. Before him fhall ye be brought 
at the day of judgment: and ye fhall not efcape his 
reach, either in earth, or in heaven’; neither fhall 
ye have any patron or defender befides Gop. As for 
thofe who believe not in the figns of Gon, or that 
they fhall meet him at the refurre€tion, they fhall 
defpair of my mercy, and for them is a painful pu- 
nifhment prepared. And the anf{wer of his people 


Mohammed, and to affure him that 
Gop, who fupported Noah fo many 
years againft the oppofition and plots 
of the antediluvian infidels, would not 
fail to defend him againft all attempts 
of the idolatrous Meccans and their 
partifans, 

“ The fame.] .i. e. The ark. 

w If ye charge me with impofture, 
&c.] This feems to be part of Abra- 
ham’s fpeech to his people: but fome 
fuppofe that Gon here {peaks by way 
of apoftrophe, firft to the Koreifh, and 
afterwards to Mohammed; and that 
the parenthefis is continued to thefe 
words, And the an{wer of his people 


YO A 


was no other, é&c. In which cafe we 
fhould have faid, If ye charge Mo- 
rca your apoftle with impofture, 
c. 
* Do they not fee how Gon pro- 
duceth creatures, and aftewards re- 
ftoreth them ?] The infidels are bid to 
confider how Gop ‘caufeth the fruits 
of the earth to {pring forth, and ree 
neweth them every year, as in the pre- 
ceding; which is an argument of his 
power to raife man, whom he created 
at firft, to life again after death, at his 


‘awn appointed time. 


Y See Plalm cxxxix. 7, dc. 


was 
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was no other than that they faid, Slay him, or burn 
him. But Gop faved him from the fire*. Verily 
herein were figns unto people who believed. And 
AsranaM faid, Ye have taken idols, befides Gop, 
to cement affeftion between you in this life: but on 
the day of refurre&tion, the one of you fhall deny the 
other, and the one of you. fhall curfe the other; and 
your abode fhall be hell-fire, and there fhall be none 
todeliver you. And Lor believed on him. And 
Asranam faid, Verily I fly from my people, unto 
the place which my .Lorp hath commanded me; for 
he is the mighty, the wife. And we gave him Isaac, 
and Jacos; and we placed among his defcendants 
the gift of prophecy and the {criptures: and we gave 
him his reward in this world; and in the next he 
fhall be one of the righteous. We alfo fent Lot; 
when he faid unto his people, Do ye commit filthi- 
nefs which no creature hath committed before .you ? 
Do ye approach luftfully unto men, and lay wait in 
the highways*, and commit wickednefs in your af- 
fembly’? And the anfwer of his people was no other 
than that they faid, Bring down the vengeance of 
Gop upon us, if thou fpeakeft truth. Lor faid, O 
Lorn, defend me againft the corrupt people. And 
when our meffengers came unto ABRAHAM With 
good tidings‘, they faid, We will furely deftroy the 
inhabitants of this city; for the inhabitants thereof 
are unjuft doers. Asranam an{wered, Verily Lor 
dwelleth there. They replied, We well know who 
dwelleth therein: we will furely deliver him and his 
family, except his wife; fhe fhall be one of thofe 
who remain behind. And when our meffengers came 
unto Lot, he was troubled for them, and his arm 
was ftraitened concerning them‘. But they faid, 
Fear not, neither be grieved; for we will deliver 


® See chap. xxi. p. 158. > And commit wickednefs in your 
® And Jay wait in the highwa ] affembly.] Their meetings being 
Some fuppofe the Sodomites robb {fcenes of ob{cenity and riot. — 
and murdered the paffengers; others . peel xi. p. 26. 
oe they unnatuyally abufed their @ See ibid. p. 28, 
3¢3. i 


thee . 
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thee and thy family, except thy wife; for fhe thall 
be one of thofe who remain behind. We will furely 
bring down upon the inhabitants of this city ven- 
geance from heaven, for that they have been wicked 
doers: and we have left thereofa manifeft fign * unto 
people who underftand. And unto the inhabitants of 
eMapian we fent their brother SHoazs; and he faid 
unto them, O my people, ferve Gop, and expeét the 
laft day; andtranfgrefs not, a€ting corruptly in the 
earth. But they accufed him of impofture: where- 
fore a ftorm from heaven‘ affailed them, and in the 
morning they were found in their dwellings dead and 
proftrate. And we alfo deftroyed the tribes of Ap 
and Tuamup; and this is well known unto you 
from what yet remains of their dwellings. And Sa- 
TAN prepared their works for them, and turned 
them afide from the way of truth; although they 
were fagacious people. And we likewife deftroyed 
Karun, and Poaraon, and Haman. Moses came 
unto them with evident miracles; and they behaved 
themfelves infolently in the earth: but they could not 
efcape our vengeance. Every one of them did we de- 
{troy in his fin. Againft fome of them we fent a violent 
wind®: fome of them did aterrible noife from heaven 
deftroy *: fome of them did we caufe the earth to {wal- 
low up': and fome of them we drowned*. Neither 
was Gon difpofed to treat them unjuftly; but they dealt 
unjuftly with their own fouls. The likenefs of thofe 
who take other patrons befides Gon, is as the likenefs 


the gravel and {mall ftones before it; 


© We have left thereof a fign.] vis. 
by which the ftorm, or fhower of 


The ftory of its deftru@ion, handed 


down by common tradition; or elfe 
its Yuins, or fome other footfteps of 
this fignal judgment: it being pre- 
tended that feveral of the ftones, which 
fell from heaven on thofe -cities, are 
ftill to be feen, and that the ground 
where they ftood appears burnt and 
blackith. 

f See chap. vii. p. 20g: 

© Againit fome of them we fent a 
violent wind.] The original word 
properly fignifies a wind thas drives 


ftones, which deftroyed Sodom and - 
Gomorrah, feems to be intended. 

® Some of them did a terrible noife 
from heaven deftroy.] Which was the 
end of Ad and Thamud. 

1 Some of them did we caufe the 
earth to fwallow up.] As it did 
Karin, 

k Some of them we drowned.] As 
the unbelievers in Noah’s time, and 
Pharaoh and his army. | 

of 
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of the {pider, which maketh herfelf a houfe; but the 
weakeft of all houfes furely is the houfe of the {pi- 
der; if they knew this. Moreover Gop knoweth 
what things they invoke, befides him; and he is the 
mighty, the wife. Thefe fimilitudes do we pro- 
pound unto men: but none underftand them, ex- 
cept the wife. Gop hath created the heavens and, 
the earth in truth; verily herein is a fign unto the 
true believers. *Rehearfe that which hath been re- 
vealed unto thee of the book of the Koran; and be 
conftant at prayer; for prayer preferveth a man 
from filthy crimes, and from that which is blameable ; 
and the remembering of Goon is furely a moft im- 
portant duty. Gop knoweth that which ye do. 
Difpute not againft thofe who have received the 
{criptures, unlefs in the mildeft manner’; except 
againft fuch of them as behave injurioufly towards 
= and fay, We believe in the revelation which 

ath been fent down unto us, and alfo in that which 
hath been fent down unto you: our Gop and your 
Gop 1s one, and unto him are we refigned. Thus 
have we fent down the book of the Koran unto 
thee: and they unto whom we have given the former 
{criptures, believe therein; and of thefe Arabians alfo 
there is who believeth therein; and none rejeét our 
figns, except the obftinate infidels. Thou couldeft 
not read any book before this; neither couldeft thou 
write it with thy, right hand: then had the gainfayers 
juftly doubted of the divine original thereof. But 
the fame is evident figns in the breafts of thofe who 
have received underftanding: for none rejeft our 
figns, except the unjuft. They fay, Unlefs a fign 
be fent down unto him from his Lorp, we will not 
believe. Anfwer, Signs are in the power of Gop 
alone; and I am no more than a public preacher. Is 
it not fufficient for them that we have fent down unto 


1 In the mildeft manner,] i. e. {word; though fome think it relates 
Without ill language, or paffion. only to thofe who arc in alliance with 
This verfe is generally fuppofed to the Moflems, 
have been abrogated by that of the 


thee 
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thee the book of the Koran, to be read unto them? 
Verily herein is a mercy, and an admonition unto 
people who believe. Say, Gon isa fufficient wit- 
“nefs between me and you; he knoweth whatever is 
in heaven and earth; and thofe who believe in vain 
idols, and deny Gon, they fhall perifh. They will 
urge thee to haften the punifhment which they defy 
thee to bring down upon them™. If there had not 
been a determined time for their refpite, the punifh- 
ment had come upon them before this; but it fhall 
f{urely overtake them fuddenly, and they fhall not 
forefee it. They urge thee to bring down vengeance 
{wiftly upon them: but hell fhall furely encompafs 
the unbelievers. On a certain day their punifhment 
fhall fuddenly affail them, both from above them, 
and from under their feet; and GOD fhall fay, 
Tafte ye the reward of that which ye have wrought. 
O my fervants, who have believed, verily my earth 
is {pacious; wherefore ferve me". Every foul fhall 
tafte death; afterwards fhall ye return unto us: and 
as for thofe who fhall have believed, and wrought 
righteoufnefs, we fhall furely lodge them in the 
higher apartments of paradife: rivers fhall flow be- 
neath them, and they fhall continue therein for ever. 
How excellent will be the reward of the workers of 
righteoufnefs ; who perfevere with patience, and put 
their truft in their Lorp! How many beafts arc 
there which provide not their food? It isGop who 
provideth food for them, and for you; and he both 
heareth and knoweth. Verily, ifthou afk the Mec- 
cANS, who hath created the heavens and the earth, 
and hath obliged the fun and the moon. to ferve in 


™ See chap. vi. P: 65. _ places of refuge. Mohammed is faid 
® My earth is {pacious; wherefore to have declared, That whoever flies 
ferve me. ] That is, If ye cannot ferve for the fake of his religion, though he 
me in one city or country, fly unto ftir but the diftance of a {pan, merits 
another, where ye may profefs the paradife, and fhall be the companion 
true religion in fafety; forthe earth is | of Abraham and of himfelf (1) 
wide enough, and ye may eafily find 


(3) Al Bespawr. 


their 
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their courfes;, they will anfwer, Gop. How there- 
fore do they lie, in acknowledging of other gods? 
Gop maketh abundant provifion for fuch of his fer- 
vants ashe pleafeth; and is {paring unto him, if he 
pleafeth: for Gop knoweth all things®. Verily if 
thou afk them, who fendeth rain from heaven, and 
thereby quickeneth the earth, after it hath been: 
dead; they will anfwer, Gop. Say, Gop be praifed! 
But the greater part of them do not underftand. 
This prefent life is no other than a toy, anda play- 
thing ; but the future manfion of paradife is life in- 
deed: if they knew this, they would not prefer the 
former to the latter. When they fail in a fhip, 
they call upon Gop, fincerely exhibiting unto him 
the true religion: but when he bringeth them fafe to 
land, behold, they return to their idolatry ; to fhew 
themfelves ungrateful for that which we have be- 
ftowed on them, and that they may enjoy the de- 
lights of this life; but they fhall hereafter know the 
iffue. Do they not fee that we have made the ter- 
ritory of Mecca an inviolable and fecure afylum, 
when men are {poiled in the countries round about 
them? Do they therefore believe in that which is 
vain, and acknowledge not the goodnefs of Gop? 
But who is more unjuft than he who devifeth a lie 
againft Gop, or denieth the truth, when it hath 
come unto him? Is there not in hell an abode for 
the unbelievers? Whoever do their utmoft endea- 
vour to promote our true religion, we will dire& 
them in our ways; for Gop is with the righteous. 


© Gon knoweth all things.}_ And and who will make a bad ule of their 
particularly who will make agodd, riches, 
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CHAP. XXX. 


Intitled, The Greexs’; revealed at Macca‘. 


- 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. M.' 


The Greeks have been overcome by 


» the Perfians*, in the neareft part of the 


® The original word is al Rim; 
by which the later Greeks, or fubjeéts 
of the Conftantinopolitan empire, are 
here meant: though the Arabs give 
the fame name alfo to the Romans, 
and other Europeans. 

@ Some except the verfe begin- 
ning at thefe words, Praife be unto 
Gop. 

* See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. III. 

p: 78, &c. 
* The Greeks have been overcome 
oy the Perfians, &c.] The accom- 
plifhment of the prophecy contained 
in this paflage, whic is very famous 
among the Mohammedans, being in- 
frfted on by their doétors as a con- 
Maas. proof that the Koran really 
came down from heaven, it may be 
excufable to be a little particular. 

The paflage is {aid to have been 
revealed on occafion of a great vic- 
tory obtained by the Perfians over 
the Greeks, the news whereof com- 
ing to Mecca, the infidels became 
ftrangely elated, and began to abufe 
Mohammed and his followers, ima- 
gining that this fuccefs of the Per. 

ans, who, like themfelves, were 
idolaters, and fuppofed to have no 
{criptures, againft the Chriftians, who 
pretended, as well as Mohammed, to 
worfhip one Gop, and to have divine 
{criptures, was an cameft of their 
own future fucceffes againft the pro- 
phet and thofe of his religion: to 
check which vain hopes, it was fore- 
told, in the words of the text, that 


(1) JatLaro’ppin, &c. 


land; 


how improbable foever it might feem, 

et the fcale fhould be turned in a 
ew years, and the vanquifhed Greeks 
prevail as remarkably againft the 
Perfians. : z 

That this prophecy was exaétl 
fulfilled, the Label cared an fail ae 
to obferve, though they do not ex- 
a@ly agree in the accounts they give 
of its accomplifhment; the number 
of years between the two ations 
being not precifely determined. 
Some place the victory gained 
by the Perfians in the fifth year 
before the Hejra, and their defeat 
by the Greeks in the fecond year 
after it, when the battle of Bedr 
was fought (1): others place the 
former in the third or fourth year 
before the Hejra, and the latter in 
the end of the fixth, or beginning 
of the feventh year after it, when 
the expedition re al Hodeibiyah was 
undertaken (2), 

The date of the vitory gained by 
the Greeks, in the firft of thefe 
accounts, interferes with a ftory 
which the commentators tell, of a 
wager laid by Abu Becr with Obba 
Ebn Khalf, who turned this pro- 
phecy into ridicule. Abu Becr at 
firft laid ten young camels that the 
Perfians fhould receive an overthrow 
within three years; but on his ac- 
quainting Mohammed with what he 
had done, that prophet told him 
that the word, ‘bed’, made ufe of in 
this paffage, fignified no determi- 

Rate 


(2) Al Zamaxu. Al Berpwat. 
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land‘; but after their defeat, they fhall overcome the 
others in their turn, within a few years. Unto Gop 
belongeth the difpofal of this matter, both for whatis 
paft, and for what isto come: and on that day fhall 
the believers rejoice in the fuccefs granted by Gop; 
for he granteth fuccefs unto whom he pleafeth, and 


he is the mighty, the merciful, 


nate number of years, but any number 
from three to nine, (though fome fup- 

ofe the tenth year is included,) and 

erefore advifed him to prolong the 
time, and to raife the wager; which 
he accordingly propofed to Obba, and 
they agreed hae the time affigned fhould 
be nine years, and the wager an hun- 
dred camels. Before the time was 
elapfed, Obba died of a wound he 
had received at Ohod, in the third year 
ef the Hejra (1); but the event after- 
wards fhewing that Abu Becr had 
won, he received the camels of Ob- 
ba’s heirs, and brought them in tri- 
umph to Mohammed (2). 

Hiftory informs us, that the fuc- 
eeffes of Khofru Parviz, king of Perfia, 
who carried on a terrible war againft 
the Greek empire, to revenge the death 
of Maurice, his father-in-law, flain by 
Phocas, were very great, and continued 
in an uninterrupted courfe for two- 
and-twenty years., Particularly in the 
year of Curist 615, about the be- 
ginning of the fixth year before the 
Hejra, the Perfians, having the pre- 
ceding year conquered Syria, made 
themfelves mafters of Paleftine, and 
took Jerufalem; which feems to he 
that fignal advantage gained over the 
Greeks mentioned in is paflage, as 
agreeing beft with the terms here ufed, 
and moft likely to alarm the Arabs, 
by reafon of their vicinity to the {cene 
of aGion : and there was fo little pro- 
bability, at that time, of the Grecks 
being able to retrieve their loffes, 


This is the promife 


much lefs to diftrefs the Perfians, that 
in the following years the arms of the 
napa ae ma arther and more con~ 
iderable progreffes, and at lengthth 
laid Gee i: Confantinonle’ stele. 
Kut in the hee 625, in which the 
fourth year of the Hejra began, about 
ten years after the taking of Jerufa. 
lem, the Greeks, when it was leait 
expected, gained a remarkable vidtory 
over the Perfians, and not only obliged 
them to quit the territories of the em- 
pire, by carrying the war into their 
own country, but drove them to the 
laft extremity, and fpoiled the capital 
city al Madayen; Heraclius enjoying, 
thenceforward, a continued feries of 
good fortune, to the depofition and 
death of Khoiru. For more exaét 
information in thefe matters, and more 
nicely fixing the dates, either fo as to 
correfpond with, or to overturn, this 
pretended prophecy, (neither of which 
is my bufinefs here,) the reader ma 
have recourfe to the hiftorians ‘nd 
chronologers (3). 

t In the neareft part of the land.] 
Some interpreters, fuppofing that the 
land here meant is the land of Arabia, 
or elfe that of the Greeks, place the 
fcene of a€tion in the confines of Ara- 
biaand Syria, near Boftra and Adh- 
raat (4); others imagine the land of 
Perfia is intended, and lay the {cene in 
Mefopotamia, on the frontiers of that 
kingdom (5): but Ebn Abbas, with 
more probability, thinks it was in Pa- 
lefline. 


(1) See chap. xxv. p. 203. not.P, (2) Al Berpawr, JALLALO’ppIn, &c. 


(3) V. etiam Asseman. Bibl. Orient. t. 3. Part. I. p 
(4) Yauya, Al Berpaws. 


ie de Mahom. p. 333, &c. 
apud ZAMAKH. JALLALO’DDIN. 


. 411, &c. & BouLainv. 
(5) MoyauED, 


of 
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of Gop: Gop will not a& contrary to his promife: 
but the greater part of men know not the veracity of’ 
GOD. ay know the outward appearance of this 
prefent life; but they are carelefs as to the life to 
come. Do they not confider within themfelves, that 
Gop hath not created the heavens and the earth, and 
«whatever is between them, otherwife than in truth, 
and hath fet them a determined period? Verily a great 
number of men rejeét the belief of their future meet- 
ing their Lorp at the refurre@tion. Do they not pafs 
through the earth, and fee what hath been the end 
of thofe who were before them? They excelled the 
Meccans in ftrength, and broke up the earth’, 
and inhabited it in greater affluence and profperity 
than they inhabit the fame: and their apoftles came 
unto them with evident miracles; and Gop was not 
difpofed to treat them unjuftly, but they injured their 
own fouls by their obftinate infidelity ; and theend of 
thofe who had done evil, was evil; becaufe they 
charged the figns of Gop with falfehood, and laugh- 
ed the fame to fcorn. Gop produceth creatures, and 
will hereafter reftore them to lifc: then fhall ye re- 
turn unto him. And on the day whereon the hour 
fhall come, the wicked fhall be {truck dumb for de- 
{pair : and they fhall have nointerceflors from among 
the idols which they affociated with Gon; and they 
fhall deny the falfe gods which they affociated with 
him. On the day whereon the hour fhall come, on 
that day fhall the true believers and the infidels be 
feparated: and they who {hall have believed, and 
wrought righteoufnefs, fhall take their pleafure ina 
delightful meadow; but as for thofe who fhall have 
difbelieved, and rejeéted our figns, and the meeting 
of the next life, they fhall be delivered up to punifh- 
ment. Wherefore glorify Gop, when the evening 


* And broke up the earth.} To to till the ground for feed. &c. 
dig for water and minerals, an (1) 


(1) Al Berpawz. 


overtaketh 
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overtaketh you, and when ye rife in the morning: 
and unto him be praife in heaven and earth; and at 
fun-fet, and when ye reft at noon”. He bringeth 
forth the living out of the dead, and he bringeth 
forth the dead out of the living*; and he quickeneth 
the earth after it hath been dead: and in like man- 
ner fhall ye be brought forth from your graves. OF 
his figns one is, that he hath created you of duft; 
and behold, ye are become men, fpread over the face 
of the earth. And of his figns another is, that he 
hath created for you, out of yourfelves, wives, that 
ye may cohabit with them; and hath put love and 
compaffion between you: verily herein are figns un- 
to people who confider. And of his figns are alfo 
the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the 
variety of your languages, and of your complexions’ : 
verily herein are figns unto men of underftanding. 
And of his figns are your fleeping by night and by 
day, and your feeking to provide for yourfelves of his 
abundance: verily herein are figns unto people who 
hearken. Of his figns others are, that he fheweth 
you the lightning, to ftrike terror, and to give hope 
of rain, and that he fendeth down water from hea- 
ven, and quickeneth thereby the earth, after it hath 
been dead: verily herein are figns unto people who 
underftand. And of his figns this alfo is one, namely, 
that the heaven and the earth ftand firm at his com- 
mand: hereafter, when he fhall call you out of the 
earth at one fummons, behold, ye fhall come forth. 
Unto him are fubje& whofoever are in the heavens 
and on earth: all are obedient unto him. It is he 


* See chap. iii. p. 59. 
Y The variety of a languages 
and complexions. hich are cer= 


~ Glorify Gop in the evening, 
&c.] Some are of opinion, that the 


five times of prayer are intended in 
this paflage; the evening including 
the time both of the prayer of fun- 
fet, and of the evening prayer pro- 
perly fo called ; and the word I have 
rendered at fun-fet, marking the hour 
of afternoon prayer, fince it may be 
applied al{o to the time a little before 
fun-Tet. 


tainly moft wonderful, and, as I 
conceive, very hard to be accounted 
for, if we allow the feveral nations 
in the world to be all the offspring 
of one man, as we are affured by 
{cripture they are, without having 
recourfe to the immediate omnipo- 
tency of Gop. 


who 
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who originally produceth a creature, and afterwards 
reftoreth the fame to life: and this is moft eafy with 
him. He juftly challengeth the moft exalted compa- 
rifon in heaven and earth’; and he is the mighty, 
the wife. He propoundeth unto you a comparifon 
taken from yourfelves. Have ye, among the flaves 
whom your right hands poffefs, any partner in the 
fubftance which we have beftowed on you, fo that ye 
become equal fharers therein with them, or that ye 
fear them as ye fear one another“? Thus do we 
diftinétly explain our figns unto people who under- 
ftand. But thofe who a& unjuftly, by attributing com- 
panions unto GOD, follow their own lufts, without 
knowledge: and who fhall dire& him whom Gop 
fhall caufe to err? They fhall have none to help 
them. Wherefore be thou orthodox, and fet thy face 
towards the true religion, the inftitution of Gop, 
‘to which he hath created mankind difpofed: there 
is no change in what Gop hath created’. This is 
the right religion: but the greater part of men 
know it not. And be ye turned unto him, and fear 
him, and be conftant at prayer, and be not idolaters. 
Of thofe who have made a {chifm in their religion, 
and are divided into various feéts, every feé rejoice 
in their own opinion. When adverfity befalleth men, 
they call upon their Lorp, turning unto him: af- 
terwards, when he hath caufed them to tafte of his 
mercy, behold, a part of them affociate other dei- 
ties with their Lorn; to fhew themfelves ungrateful 
for the favours which we have beftowed on them. 
Enjoy therefore the vain pleafures of this life; but 


® He juftly challengeth the moft 
exalted comparifon, &c.] Thatis, In 
{peaking of him, we ought to make ufe 
of the moft noble and magnificent ex- 
preffions we can poflibly devife. 

*® See chap. xvi. p. 84. 

b The inftitution of Ggp, to which 


he hath created mankind difpofed, - 


&c.] .i.¢. The immutable ‘lew, ,or 
rule, to which man is natufally dif- 


VOL. Il. 


pofed to conform, and which every 
one would embrace, as moft fit fora 
rational creature, if it were not for 
the prejudices of education. The Mo- 
hammedans have a tradition, that their 

ophet ufed to fay, That every per- 
fon is born naturally difpofed to be- 
come a Moflem ; but that a man’s pa- 
rents make him a Jew, a Chriftian, or 
a Magian, 


bereafter 


258 AL KORAN. Cap. 90. 


hereafter fhall ye know the confequence. Have we 
fent down unto them any authority, which {peaketh 
of the falfe gods which they affociate with him‘? 
When we caufe men to tafte mercy, they rejoice 
therein; but if evil befalleth them, for that which 
their hands have before committed, behold, they 
defpair*. Dothey not fee that Gop beftoweth pro-, 
vifion abundantly on whom he pleafeth, and is fpar- 
ing unto whom he pleafeth? Verily herein are figns 
unto people who believe. Give unto him who is of 
kin to thee his reafonable due; and alfo to the poor, 
and the ftranger: this is better for thofe who feek 
the face of Gop; and they fhall profper. Whatever 
ye fhall give in ufury‘, to be an increafe of mens’ 
fubftance, fhall not be increafed by the bleffing of 
GOD: but for whatever ye fhall give in alms, for 
Gon’s fake, ye fhall receive a twofold reward. It is 
Gop who hath created you, and hath provided food 
for you: hereafter will he caufe you to die; and af- 
ter that will he raife you again to life. Is there any of 
your falfe gods, who is able to do the leaft of thefe 
things? .Praife be unto him; and far be he removed 
from what they affociate with him! Corruption‘ 
hath appeared by land and by fea, for the crimes 
which mens’ hands have committed; that it might 
make them to tafte* a part of the fruits of that 
which they have wrought, that peradventure they 
might turn from their evil ways. Say, Go through 
the earth, and fee what hath been the end of thofe 
who have been before you: the greater part of them 
were idolaters. Sct thy face therefore towards the 


© Have we fent down unto them 


The word may include any fort of ex- 
any authority, {peaking of the falfe 


tortion or illicit gain. 


ds, &c.] That is, Have we, either 

y the mouth of any prophet, or by 

any written revelation, commanded or 

encouraged the worfhip of more gods 
then one ? 

¢ They defpair.] And feck not to 

regain the favour of Gop by timely 
repentance, 


€ Corruption.| viz. Mifchief and 
public calamities; {uch as famine, pel- 
tilence, droughts, fhipwrecks, &c. Or 
erroneous doftrines, or a general de~ 
pravity of manners. 

& That it might make them to tafte, 
) Some copies read, in the firft 
perion plural, That we might caule 


¢ Inufury.] Or by way of bribe. thém-to tafte, &c. 


at 


woe 
s 


ee right 
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right religion, before the day cometh, which none 
can put back from Gop. On that day fhall they be 
feparated into two companies: whoever fhall have 
been an unbeliever, on him fhall his unbelief be 
charged; and whoever fhall have done that which is 
right, fhall {pread themfelves couches of repofe in pa- 
radife; that he may reward thofe who fhall believe, 
and work righteoufnefs, of his abundant liberality : 
for he loveth not the unbelievers. Of his figns one 
is, that he fendeth the winds, bearing welcome tid- 
ings of rain, that he may caufe you to tafte of his 
mercy; and that fhips may fail at his command, 
that ye may feck to enrich yourfelves of his abundance 
by commerce; and that ye may give thanks, We 
fent apoftles, before thee, unto their ref{peétive peo- 
ple, and they came unto them with evident proofs: 
and we took vengeance on thofe who did wickcdly ; 
and it wasincumbent on us to af_lift the true believers. 
It is Gop who fendeth the winds, and raifeth the 
clouds, and fpreadeth the fame in the heaven, as he 
pleafeth; and afterwards difperfeth the fame: and 
thou mayeft fee the rain iffuing from the midft 
thereof; and when he poureth the fame down on 
fuch of his fervants as he pleafeth, behold, they are 
filled with joy; although before it was fent down 
unto them, before fuch relicf, they were defpairing. 
Confider therefore the traces of Gop’s mercy; how 
he quickeneth the earth, after its ftate of death: 
verily the fame will raife the dead; for he is almighty. 
Yetif we fhould fend a blafting wind, and they fhould 
fee their corn yellow and burnt up, they would furely 
become ungrateful, after our formcr favours. Thou 
canft not make the dead to hear, neither canft thou 
make the deaf to hear thy call, when they retire and 
turn their backs; neither canft thou direét the blind 
out of their error: thou fhalt make none to hear, 
except him who fhall bclieve in our figns; for they 
are refigned untous. It is Gop who created you in 
weaknefs, and after weakncefs hath given you ftrength ; 
and after ftrength, he will again reduce you to weak- 

R 2 nefs, 
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nefs, and grey hairs: he createth that which he 
pleafeth; and he is the wife, the powerful. On the 
day whereon the laft hour fhall come, the wicked 
will {wear that they have not tarried" above an hour: 
in like manner did they utter lies in their life-time. 
But thofe on whom knowledge hath been beftowed, 
and faith, will fay, Ye have tarried, according to the 
book of Gon’, until the day of refurreétion: for 
this is the day of refurre€tion; but ye knew it not. 
On that day their excufe fhall not avail thofe who 
have afted unjuftly; neither fhall they be invited 
any more to make themfelves acceptable unto GOD. 
And now have we propounded unto men, in this 
Koran, parables of every kind: yet if thou bring 
them a verfe thereof, the unbelievers will furely 
fay, Ye are no other than publifhers of vain falfe- 
hoods. Thus hath Gop fealed up the hearts of 
thofe who believe not. But do thou, O Mounam- 
MED, perfevere with conftancy, for the promife of 
Gopistrue; and let not thofe induce thee to waver, 
who have no certain knowledge. 


e 


ferved Table; or according to what 


® That they have not tarried.] Viz. 
is faid in the Koran, where the fate 


In the world, or intheir graves, See 
chap. xxiii, p. 186, 

! According to the book of Gop. ] 
That is, According to his fore- 
knowledge and decree in the pre- 


(1) Chap, xxiii, p. 185. 


of the dead is expreffed by thefe 
words (1), Behind them there fhall 
be a bar until the day of refurrec- 
tion (2). 


(2) Al Berpawt. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 
Intitled, Loxman'‘; revealed at Mecca’, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. M.™ Thefe are the figns of the wife book, 

e adire€tion and a mercy unto the righteous; 
who obferve the appointed times of prayer, and 
give alms, and have firm affurance in the life to 
come: thefe are diretted by their Lorn, and they 
fhall profper. There isaman who purchafeth a 
ludicrous ftory*, that he may feduce men from the 
way of Gop, without knowledge, and may laugh 
the fame to fcorn: thefe fhall fuffer a fhameful pu- 
nifhment. And when our figns are rehcarfed unto 
him, he difdainfully turneth his back, as though he 
heard them not, as though there were a deafnnefs in 
his ears: wherefore denounce unto him a grievous 
punifhment. But they who fhall believe, and work 
righteoufnefs, fhall enjoy gardens of pleafure; they 
fhall continue therein for ever: this is the certain 
promife of Gop; and he is the mighty, the wife. 
He hath created the heavens without vifible pillars 


* The chapter is fo entitled from a 
perfon of this name mentioned therein, 
of whom more immediately. 

' Some except the fourth verfe, be- 
ginning at thefe words, Who obferve 
the appointed times of prayer, and 
give alms, &c. And others, threeverfes, 
beginning at thele words, If all the 
trecs in the carth were pens, é&c. 

™ Secthe Prelim. Difc. Sedt. ITT. 
p. 78, &c. 

® A ludicrous ftory.] i.e. Vainand 
filly fables. The paflage was revealed, 
it is faid, on occafion of al Nodar Ebn 


al Hareth, who having brought from 
Perfia, the romance of Roflam and Is- 
fandiar, the two heroes of that coun- 
try, recited it ia the alfemblies of the 
Korcifh, highly extolling the power 
and {plendor of the ancient Perfian 
kings. and preferring their {tories to 
thofe of Ad and Thamud, David and 
Solomon, and the reft which are told 
in the Koran. Some fay that al Nodar 
bought finzing girls, and carried them 
to thofe who wele inclined to become 
Moflems, to divert them from their 
purpoie by {ongs and tales (1). 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


R 3 to 
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to fuftain them, and hath thrown on the earth moun- 
tains firmly rooted, left it fhould move with you’; 
and he hath replenifhed the fame with all kinds of 
beafts: and we fend down rain from heaven, and 
caufe every kind of noble vegetable to {pring forth’ 
therein. This is the creation of Gon: fhew me now 
what they have created, who are worfhipped befides 
him? verily the ungodly are in a manifeft crror. 
We heretofore beltowcd wifdom on Loxman ?, and 


© He hath thrown on the earth 
mountains firmly rooted, &c. Sce 
chap. xvi. p.77. A leamed wri- 
ter (1), in his notes on this paf- 
fage, fays the original word Rawa- 
fiya, which the commentators in 
general will have to figmfy ftable 
mountains. feems properly to ex- 
prefs the Hebrew word Mechonim, 
». €. bafes, or foundations; and 
therefore he thinks the Koran has 
here tranflated that paflage of the 
Pialms, He laid the foundations of 
the earth, that it fhould not be moved 
for ever (2). This is not the only 
inftance which might be given, that 
the Mohammedan doé€ors are not 
always the beft interpreters of their 
own {criptures. 

P Lokman.] The Arab writers 
fay, that Lokman was the fon of 
Baira, who was the fon or grand- 
fon of a filter or aunt of Job; and 
that he lived feveral centuries, and 
to the time of David, with whom 
he was converfant in Paleftine. Ac- 
cording to the deicription they give 
of his perfon, he muft have been 
deformed enough; for they fay he 
was of a black complexion, (whence 
fome call him an Ethiopian,) with 
thick lips and {play feet: but, in 
return, he received from Goo wif- 
dom and eloquence in a great de- 
gree; which fome pretend were given 
him in a vifion, on his making 
choice of wildom preferably to the 


(1) Got. in Append. ad Erpemi Gram. p. 187. 


‘perfon, 


commanded 


gift of prophecy, either of which 
were offered him. The generality 
of the Mohammedans therefore hold 
him to have been no prophet, but 
ouly a wife man. As to his con- 
dition, they fay he was a flave, 
but obtained his liberty on the fol- 
lowing occafion. His mafter having 
one day given him a bitter melon 
to eat, he paid him fuch exaét 
obedience as to eat it all; at which 
his mafter being furprifed, afked 
him how he could eat fo naufeous 
a fruit? To which he replied, it 
was no wonder that he fhould for 
once accept a bitter fruit from the 
fame hand from which he had re- 
ceived jo many favours (3). The 
commentators mention feveral quick 
repartees of Lokman, which, toge- 
ther with the circumftances above- 
mentioned, agrce fo well with what 
Maximus Planudes has written of 
Lfop, that from thence, and from 
the fables attributed to Lokman, 
by the orientals, the latter has been 
generally thought to have been no 
other than the Efop at the Grecks. 
However that be, (for I think the 
matter will bear a difpute,) I am 
of opinion that Planndes borrow. 
ed great part of his life of Efop 
from the traditions he met with in 
the eaft concerning Lekmin, con. 
cluding them to have been the fame 
hecaufe they were both 
flaves, and fuppofed to be the wri- 

ters 


(2) Pfal. civ. 5, 


(3) AlZamaxkn. Al Beipawi, &. V. D'Hexser. Bibl. Orient. p. 516, 


& Marracc. in Alc. p. 547, 
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commanded him, faying, Be thou thankful unto Gop: 
for whoever is thankful, fhall be thankful to the 
advantage of his own foul; and if any fhall be un- 
thankful, verily Gon is felf fufficient, and worthy 
to be praifed. And remember when Loxman faid 
unto his fon’, as he admonifhed him, O my fon, 
_ Give not a partner unto Gop; for polytheifm is a 
great impiety. We have commanded man concern- 
ing his parents", (his mother carrieth him in her 
womb with weaknefs and faintnefs, and he is weaned 
in two years,) faying, Be grateful unto me, and to 
thy parents. Unto me fhall all come to be judged. 
But if thy parents endeavour to prevail on thee to 
affociate with me that concerning which thou haft no 
knowledge, obey them not; bear them company in 
this world in what fhall be reafonable’; but follow 
the way of him who fincerely turneth unto me‘. 
Hereafter unto me fhall ye return, and then will I 
declare unto you that which ye have done. O my 
fon, verily every matter, whether good or bad, though 
it be of the weight of a grain of muftard-feed, and 
be hidden in a rock, orinthe heavens, orinthe earth, 


ters of thofe fables which go under 
their refpeétiye names, and beara great 
refemblance to one another; for it has 
Jong fince been obferved by learned 
men, that the greater part of that 
monk’s performance is an abfurd ro- 
mance, and {upported by no evidence 
of the ancient writers (1). 

4 His fon.] Whom fome name 
Anim, etenay comes pretty near the 
Ennus of Planudes,) fomeAfhcam, and 
others Mathan. 

* We have commanded man con- 
cerning his parents, 1 The two 
verfes which begin at thefe words, 
and end with the following, viz. 
And then will I declare unto you that 
which ye have donc, are no part of 
Lokmian’s adviceto his fon, but are 


inferted by way of parenthefis, as 
very pertinent and proper to be re- 
peated here, to fhew the heinouinels 
of idolatry: they are to be read 
(excepting {ome additions) in the 
twenty-ninth chapter, and were ori- 
ginally revealed on account of Saad 
Ebn Abi Wakkas, as has been already 
oblerved (2). 

* Bear them company in what fhall 
he reafonable.] ‘That is, Shew them 
all deference and obedience fo far as 
may be confiftent with thy duty to- 
wards Gop. 

t Follow the way of him who is 
fincerely turned unto me.] The pers 
fon particularly meant here was Abu 
Beer, at whole perfuafion Saad had 
become a Moflem. 


(1) V.lavie d’Efope, par Mr. de Mezirtac, & Bayze, Did. Hift. 


Art, Elope, Rem. B. 


R4 


(2) See chap. xxix. p. 246, and the notes thereon 


Gop 
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Gop will bring the fame to light: for Gop 1s clear- 
fighted and knowing. O my fon, be conftant at 
prayer, and command that whichis juft, and forbid 
that which is evil: and be patient under the affliétions 
which fhall befal thee; for this is a duty abfolutely 
incumbent on all men. Diftort not thy face out of 
contempt to men, neither walk in the earth with in- 
folence; for Gop loveth no arrogant, vain-glorious 
perfon. And be moderate in thy pace: and lower 
thy voice; for the moft ungrateful of all voices 
furely is the voice of affes*. Do ye not fee that 
Gop hath fubjeéted whatever is in heaven and on 
earth to your fervice, and hath abundantly poured 
on you his favours, both outwardly and inwardly” ? 
There are fome men who difpute concerning Gop 
without knowledge, and without a direftion, and 
without an enlightening book. And when it is faid 
unto them, Follow that which Gop hath revealed, 
they anfwer, Nay, we will follow that which we 
found our fathers to praétife. What, though the 
devil invite them to the torment of hell? Whoever 
refigneth himfelf unto Gop, being a worker of 
righteoufnefs, taketh hold on a ftrong handle; and 
unto Gop belongeth the iffue ofall things. But who- 
ever fhall be an unbeliever, let not his unbelief grieve 
thee: unto us fhall they return; then will we de- 
clare unto them that which they have done, for Gop 
knoweth the innermoft parts of the breafts of men, 
We will fuffer them to enjoy this world for a little 
while: afterwards we will drive them to a fevere 
punifhment. If thou afk them who hath created the 
heavens and the earth, they will furely anfwer, Gop. 
Say, Gop be praifed! But the greater part of them 
do not under{ftand. Unto Gop belongeth whatever is 
in heaven and earth: for Gon is the felf-fufficient, 
the praife-worthy. If whatever trees are in the earth 
were pens, and he fhould after that {well the fea into 


¥ The voice of affes.] To the bray- ~ Both outwardly and inwardly ] 
mg of which animal the Arabs liken i. €. All kinds of bleffings, segarding 
a joud and difagrecable voice, as well the mind as the body. 


feven 
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feven feas of ink, the words of Gop would not be 
exhaufted *; for Gop is mighty, and wife. Your cre- 
ation and your refufcitation are but as the creation 
and refufcitation of one foul’: verily Gop both 
heareth and feeth. Doft thou not fee that Gop 
caufeth the night to fucceed the day, and caufeth 
the day to fucceed the night, and compelleth the 
fun and the moon to ferve you? Each of thofe lu- 
minaries hafteneth in its courfe to a determined pe- 
riod: and Gop is well acquainted with that which 
ye do. This is declared concerning the divine know- 
ledge and power, for that Gop is the true Being, 
and for that whatever ye invoke, befides him, is 
vanity; and for that Gop is the high, the great 
GOD. Doft thou not fee that the fhips run in the 
fea, through the favour of Gop, that he may fhew 
you of his figns? Verily herein are figns unto 
every patient, grateful perfon. When waves cover 
them like overfhadowing clouds, they call upon 
Gop, exhibiting the pure religion unto him; but 
when he bringeth them fafe to land, there is of them 
who halteth between the true faith and idolatry. 
Howbeit, none reje€teth our figns, except every 
perfidious, ungrateful perfon. O men, fear your 
Lorp, and dread the day whereon a father fhall not 
make fatisfaétion for his fon, neither fhall a fon 
make fatisfaction for his father at all: the promife 
of Gop is affuredly true. Let not this prefent life, 
therefore, deceive you; neither let the deceiver’ de- 
ceive you concerning Gop. ‘Verily the knowledge of 
the hour of judgment is with Gop: and he caufeth 
the rain to defcend at his own appointed time; and 
he knoweth what is in the wombs of females. No 


x If whatever trees are inthe earth of one foul.] Gop being able to pro- 
were pens, &c.] This paffage is faid | ducea million of worlds by the fingle 
to have been revealed inanfwer tothe word Kun, t.¢. Be; and to raife the 
Jews, who inlifted that all knowledge = dead in general by the fingle word 
was contained in the law (1). Kum. i. e. Arife. 

Y As the creation and refufcitation * The deceiver.] i.e. The devil. 


(1) Al Berpawt1, 


foul 
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foul knoweth what it shall gain on the morrow; 
neither doth any foul know in what land it fhall 
die*: but Gop is knowing, and fully acquainted 


Cuap. 32, 


with all things. 


® In this paflage five things are enu- 
merated, which are known to Gop 
alone, viz. The time of the day of 
judgment; the time of rain; what is 
forming in the womb, as whether it 
be male or female, &c. what fhall hap- 
pen on the morrow; and where any 
perfon fhall die. Thefe the Arabs, 
according to a tradition of their pro- 
phet, call the five keys of {ecret know- 
ledge. The paffage, it is faid, was 
occafioned by al Hareth Ebn Amru, 


relates the following ftory. The angel 
of death paffing once by Solomon in 
a vifible fhape, and looking at one 
who was fitting with him, the man 
afked who he was, and, upon Solo- 
mon’s acquainting him that it was the 
angel of death, faid, He feems to want 
me; wherefore order the wind to 
carry me from hence into India: which 
being accordingly done, the angel faid 
toSolomon, I looked {o earneftly at 
the man out of wonder; becaufe I was 


commanded to take his foul in India, 


who propounded a of this 
and found him withthee in Paleftine. 


nature to Mohammed, 
As to the laft particular, al Beidawi 


C HAP. XXXIL 
Intitled, Adoration’; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. M.° The revelation of this book, there 

e is no doubt thereof, is from the Lorp of all 
creatures. Wall they fay, Monammen hath forged 
it? Nay, itis the truth from thy Lorp, that thou 
mayeift preach to a people, unto whom no preacher 
hath come before thee"; peradventure they will be 
dire€ted. It is Gop who hath created the heavens 
and the earth, and whatever is between them, in fix 
days; and then afcended his throne. Ye have no 
patron or interceffor befides him. Will ye not there- 
fore confider? He governcth all things from heaven: 
even to the earth: hereafter fhall they return unto 


© See the Prelim. Difc. Seét. III. 


p. 78. 
@ See chap, xxviii. p. 411. 


bThetitle is taken from the middle 
of the chapter, where the believers are 
faid to fall down adoring. 


him, 
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him, on the day whofe length fhall bea thoufand 

ears‘, of thofe which ye compute. This is he who 
emit the future, and the prefent; the mighty, the 
merciful. Itis hewho hath made every thing which 
he hath created exceeding good; and firft created 
\ man of clay, and afterwards made his pofterity of 

n extra€t of defpicable water‘; and then formed 
him into proper fhape, and breathed of his fpirit into 
him; and hath given you the fenfes of hearing and 
feeing, and hearts to underftand. How {mall thanks 
do ye return! And they fay, When we fhall lie 
hidden in the earth, fhall we be raifed thence a new 
creature? Yea, they deny the meeting of their Lorp 
at the refurreftion. Say, The angel of death*, who 
is fet over you, fhall caufe you to die: then fhall ye 
be brought back unto your Lorn. If thou couldeft 
fee, when the wicked fhall bow down their heads 
before their Lorn, faying, O Lorn, we have feen, 
and have heard: fuffer us therefore to return into 
the world, and we will work that which is right; 
fince we are now certain of the truth of what hath 
been preached to us: thou wouldft fee an amazing 
fight. If we had pleafed, we had certainly given unto 
every foul its direction: but the word which hath 


© A thoufand years.] As to the re- 
conciliation of this paflage with another 
(1), which feems contradictory, fee 
the Prelim. Difc. Seét. 1V. p. 110, 
11, 

Some, however, do not interpret 
the paflage before us of the refurrec- 
tion, but {uppofe that the words here 
deicribe the making and executing of 
the decrees of Gop, which are fent 
down from heaven to earth, and are 
returned (or afcend, as the verb pro- 

erly fignifies) back to him, after they 
bint been put in execution, and pre- 
fent themfelves, as it were, foexecuted, 
to his knowledge, in the {pace of a 
day with Gop, but with man, of a 


(1} Chap. 70. 


thoufand years. Others imagine this 
{pace to be the time which the an- 
gels, who carry the divine decrees, 
and bring them back executed, take in 
defcending and re-afcending, becaufe 
the diftance from heaven to earth isa 
Journey of five hundred years: and 
others fancy that the angels brin 
down at once decrees fora thoufand 
years to come, which being expired, 
ay return back for frefh orders, &c. 
2). 
f An extra&t of defpicable water. ] 
i. e. Seed. 

® See the Prelim. Difc. Sett. IV. 
P- 94: 


(2) Al Berpawt. 


proceeded 
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prdceeded from me, muft neceffarily be fulfilled,when 
Ifaid, Verily I will fill hell with genii and men al- 
together". Taifte therefore the torment prepared for 
you, becaufe ye have forgotten the coming of this 
your day: we alfo have forgotten you; tafte there- 
fore a punifhment of eternal duration, for that which 
ye have wrought. Verily they only believe in ou 

figns, who, when they are warned thereby, fall down 
adoring, and celebrate the praife of their Lorp, and 
are not elated with pride: their fides are raifed from 
their beds, calling on their Lorp with fear and with 
hope ; and they diftribute alms out of what we have 
beftowed on them. No foul’ knoweth the complete 
fatisfa€tion “which is fecretly prepared for them, as 
a reward for that which they have wrought. Shall 
he, therefore, who is a true believer, be as he who is 
an impious tranfgreflor? They fhall not be held 
equal. As to thofe who believe, and do that which 
is right, they fhall have gardens of perpetual abode, 
an ample recompenfe for that which they fhall have 
wrought: but as for thofe who impioully tranfgrefs, 
their abode fhall be hell-fire; fo often as they fhall 
endeavour to get thereout, they fhall be dragged 
back into the fame; and it fhall be faid unto 
them, Tafte ye the torment of hell-fire ; which ye 
rejetted as a falfehod. And we will caufe them to 
tafte the nearer punifhment of this world, befides 
the more grievous punifhment of the next; perad- 
venture they will repent. Who is more unjuft than 
he who is warned by the figns of his Lorn, and 
then turneth afide from the fame? We will furcly 
take vengeance on the wicked. We herctofore de- 


® Sce chap. vii. p. 188. and chap. commentators fail not, on occafion of 
i, Pp. 33- this paflage, to produce that faying of 
i No foul.] Not even an angel of ‘their prophet which was originally 
thofe who approach neareft Gon’s none of hisown: Gop faith, I have 
throne, nor any prophet who hath prepared for my righteous fervants, 
been fent by him (1). what eye hath not feen, nor hath ear 

k The complete fatisfa€tion.] Li- heard, nor hath enteied into the heart 
terally, The joy of the eyes. The of man to conceive, 


x 


(1) Al Berpawi. 
- livered 
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livered the book of the law unto Moses; wherefore 
be not thou in doubt as to the revelation thereof?: 
and we ordained the fame to be a dire€tion unto 
the children of IsrazL; and we appointed teachers 
from among them, who fhould direé the people at 
our command, when they had perfevered with pa- 
- tience, and had firmly believed inour figns. Verily thy 
Lorp will judge between them, on the day of refur- 
rection, concerning that wherein they have difagreed. 
Isit not known unto them how many generations we 
have deftroyed before them, through whofe dwellings 
they walk™? Verily herein are figns: will they not 
therefore hearken? Do they not fee that we drive 
rain unto a land bare of grafs and parched up, and 
thereby produce corn, of which their cattle eat, and 
themfelves alfo? Will they not therefore regard? 
The infidels fay to the true believers, When will this 
decifion be made between us, if ye {peak truth? An- 
{wer, On the day of that decifion", the faith of thofe 
who fhall have difbelieved fhall not avail them; 
neither fhall they be refpited any longer. Where- 
fore avoid them, and expeét the iffue: verily they 
expe to gain fome advantage over thee. 


2 Be not thou in doubt as to the 
revelation thereof.] Or, as fome 
interpret it, of the revelation of the 
Koran to thyfelf; fince the delivery 
of the law to Mofes proves that the 
revelation of the Kor&an to thee is not 
the firft inftance of the kind. Others 
think the words fhould be tranflated 
thus, Be not thou in doubt as to thy 
meeting of that prophet; fuppofing 
that the interview between Mofes 
and Mohammed in the fixth heaven, 
‘when the latter took his night-journcy 
thither, is here intended (1). 


(3) Al Berpaws. 


™ Through whofe dwellings t 
walk.] The Meccans frequently pai- 
fing by the places where the Adites, 
Thamudites, Midianites, Sodomites, 
&c. once dwelt. 

"On the day of that decifion.] 
That is, On the day of judgment : 
though fome fuppofe the day here 
intended to be that of the viétory at 
Bedr, or elfe that of the taking of 
Mecca, when feveral of thofe who 
had been profcribed were put to 
death without remiffion (2). 


(2) See the Prelim. Dif. Se&t. IT. p. 72. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXII 


Intitled, The Confederates’; revealed at 
MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. ys 


Prophet, fear Gop, and obey not the unbe- 

lievers and the hypocrites’: verily Gop is 
knowing and wife. But follow that which is re- 
vealed unto thee from thy Lorn; for Gop is well 
acquainted with that which yedo: and put thy truft 
in Gop; for Gop is a fufhcient proteftor, Gon 
hath not given a man two hearts within him: nei- 
ther hath he made your wives (fome of whom ye di- 
vorce, regarding them after as your mothers) your 
true mothers; nor hath he made your adopted fons 


your true fons‘. 


© Part of this chapter was reveal- 
ed on occafion of the war of the 
Ditch, which happened in the fifth 
year of the Hejra, when Mcdina was 
beficged, for above twenty days, by 
the joint and confederate forces of 
feveral Jewifh tribes, and of the in- 
habitants of Mecca, Najd, and 
Tchama, at the infligation of the 
pews of the tribe of Nadhir, who 
ad been driven out of their fettle- 
ment near Medina, by Mohammed, 
the year before ( i. 

P Obey not the unbelievers and 
hypocrites.] It is related that Abu 
Sofian, Acrema Ebn Abi ahi, and 
Abu’l A’war al Salami, having an 
amicable interview with Mohammed, 
at which were prefent alfo Abdallah 
Ebn Obba, Moatteb Ebn Kobheir, 
and Jaad Ebn Kais, they propofed to 
the prophet, that if he would leave 
off preaching againit the worfhip of 
their gods, and acknowledge them 
to be mediators, they would give him 
and his Loxp no farther difturbance ; 
upon which thefe words were re- 
vealed (2). 


This is your faying in your 


mouths: 


@ Gop hath not given aman two 
pia This paflage was revealed 
to abolifh two cuftoms among the old 
Arabs, The firft was their manner 
of divorcing their wives, when 
had no mind to let them go out of 
their houfc, or to marry again: and 
this the hufband did oy faying to 
the woman, Thou art henceforward 
to me, as the back of my mother; 
after which words pronounced he 
abitaincd from her bed, and re- 
garded her in all refpeé&s as his 
mother, and fhe became related te 
all his kindred in the fame degree 
as if fhe had been really fo, The 
other cuftom was the holding their 
adopted fons to be as nearly related 
to them as their natural fons, fo 
that the fame impediments of mar- 
riage arofe from that fuppofed rela- 
tion, in the prohibited degrees, as 
it would have done in the cafe of a 
genuine fon, The latter Mohame 
med had a particular reafon to abolith, 
viz. his marrying the divorced wife 
of his freed-man Zeid, whoa was 
alfo his adopted fon; of which more 

will 


(2)V. Anu’. reps Vit. Moh. p..73.& GAGNtER, Vie de Mahomet }. 4.¢. 1. 


is Al Beipawt. 
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mouths: but Gop fpeaketh the truth; and he di- 
reétcth the right way. Call fuch as are adopted, the 
fons of their natural fathers: this will be more juft 


in the fight of Gop. 


And if ye know not their fa- 


thers, let them be as your brethren in religion, and 
your companions: and it fhall be no crime in you, 
that ye err‘in this matter; but that fhall be criminal 
which your hearts purpofely defign; for Gop is gra- 
cious and merciful. The prophet is migher unto the 
true believers than their own fouls’; and his wives 
are their mothers'. Thofe who are related by con- 
{anguinity, are nigher of kin the one of them unto the 
others, according to the book of Gop, than the 
other true believers, and the Mohdajerin*: unlefs 
that ye do what is fitting and reafonable to your re- 


will be faid by and by. By the de- 
claration which introduces this pal- 
fage, that Gop has not givena man 
two hearts, is meant, that a man can- 
not have the fame affeétion for fup- 
pofed parents, and adopted children, 
as for thofe who are really fo. They 
tell us the Arabs ufed to fay, of a pru- 
dent and acute perfon, that he had two 
hearts; whence one Abu Mamer, or, 
as others write, Jemil Ebn Afad al 
Fihri, was furnamed Dhu’lkalbein, 
or the Man with two Hearts (1). 

* That ye err.] Through ignorance 
or miftake; or, That ye have erred 
tor the time pat. 

§ The prophet is nigher unto the 
true believers than their own fouls. ] 
Commanding them nothing but what 
is for their intereft and advantage, and 
being more folicitous for their prefent 
and future happinefs even than them- 
{elves; for which reafon he ought to 
be dear to them, and deferves their ut- 
moft love and refpeé&t. In fome co- 
pies thefe words are added, And he 


isa father unto them; every prophet 
being the {piritual father of his people, 
who are therefore brethren. It is faid 


(1) Al Berpawi, JaLtao’ppin, &e. ; 
(4) Seethe Prelim. Difc. Seft. VI p. 282, 


(3) Al Berpawt. 
chap. viii. p. 236. 


that this paflage was revealed, on fome 
of Mohammed’s followers telling him, 
when he fummoned them to attend him 
in the expedition of Tabiic (2), that 
they would afk leave of their fathers 
and mothers (3). 

© His wives are their mothers. ] 
Though the {piritual relation between 
Mohammed and his people, declared 
in the preceding words, cieated no im- 
pediment to pievent his taking to wile 
fuch women amoung themas he thought 
fit, yet the commentators are of opi- 
nion, that they are here forbidden ta 
marry any of his wives (4). 

" Thole who are related by con- 
fanguinity are nigher of kin unto one 
another, according to the book of 
Gon, than the true believers and the 
Mohajcrin.] Thefe words, which 
allo occur, excepting the latter part 
of the fentence, in the cighth chapter, 
abrogate that law concerning tnhe- 
ritances, publifhed in the fame chap. 
ter, whereby the Mohajerun and An- 
{ars were to be the heirs of one ano- 
ther, exclufive of thar nearer relations, 
who were infidels (5). 


(2) See chap. ix. p. 247 not.®, 
(5) See 


lations 
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Jations in general. This is written in the book of 
GOD”. Remember when we accepted their covenant 
from the prophets*, and from thee, O MouHammeD, 
and from Noan, and Asrauam, and Moses, and 
Jesus the fon of Mary, and received from them a 
firm covenant’, that GOD may examine the fpeak- 
ers of truth concerning their veracity*: and he hath 
prepared a painful torment for the unbelievers. O 
truc believers, remember the favour of Gop towards 
you, when armies of infidels came againft you", and 
we fent againft them a wind, and hofts of angels 
which ye faw not’: and Gop beheld that which ye 


w In the book of 7 i.e. In 
the preferved Table, or the Koran; 
or, as others fuppofe, in the Penta- 
tcuch. 

xX When we received their covenant 
from the prophets.] Jallalo’ddin 
fuppofes this covenant was made 
shee Adam’s pofterity were drawn 
forth from his Joins, and appeared 
before Gop like {mall ants ( 4p but 
Marracci conjectures that the cove- 
nant here meant, was the fame which 
the Talmudifts pretend all the pro- 
phets entered into with Gop on 
mount Sinai, where they were all af- 
fembled in perfon with Mofes (2). 

Y A firm covenant.] Whereby 
they undertook to execute their {e- 
veral commiffions, and promifed to 

reach the religion commanded them 

y Gon. 

* That Gop may examine the 
fpeakers of truth concerning their ve- 
oy | i.e. That he may at the 
day of judgment demand of the 
prophets in what manner they exe- 
cuted their feveral commiffions, and 
how they were received by their 
people: or, as the words may alfo 
import, that he may examine thofe 
who believed on them concerning 
their belief, and reward them accord- 
ingly. 

® When armies of infidels came a- 
gaint you.] Thefe were the forces 


(1) See chap. vii. p. 220. 


‘achar 


did, 


of the Koreifh and the tribe of Ghat. 
fan, confederated with the Jews of al 
Nadhir and Koreidha, who befieged 
Medina to the number of twelve 
thoufand men, in the expedition 
called the war of the Ditch 
> We fent againft them a wind 
and hofts of angels, &c.] On the 
enemies approach, Mohammed, hb 
the advice of Salman the Perfian, 
ordered a deep ditch or entrench- 
ment to be dug round Medina, for 
the fecurity of the city, and went out 
to defend it with three thoufand men. 
Both fides remained in their camps 
near a month, without any other atts 
of hoftility than fhooting of arrows, 
and flinging of ftoncs; till, in a 
winter’s night, Gop fent a piercin 
cold eaft-wind, which benumbe 
the limbs of the confederates, blew 
the duft in their faces, extinguifhed 
their fires, overturned their tents, 
and put their horfes in diforder, tht 
angels at the fame time crying, Allah 
round about their camp; 
whereupon Toleiha Ebn Khowailed, 
the Afadite, faid aloud, Mohammed 
is going to attack you with enchant- 
ments, wherefore provide for your 
fafety by Slight: ad accordingly the 
Koreifh firft, and afterwards the 
Ghatfanites, broke up the fiege, and 
returned home; which retreat was 
alfo not a little owing to the diffen- 
fions 


(2) See chap. iii, p. 71, 
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did. When they came againft you from above you, 
and from below you‘, and when your fight became 
troubled, and your hearts came even to your throats 
for fear, and ye imagined of Gop various imagina- 
tions’. There were the faithful tried, and made to 
tremble with a violent trembling. And when the 
hypocrites, and thofein whofe heart was an infirmity, 
faid, Gop and his apoftle have made you no other 
than a f@lacious promife’. Agad when a party of 
them‘ faid, O inhabitants of YatTures®, tHere is 
no place of fecurity for you here; wherefore return 
home. And a part of them afked leave of the pro- 
phet to depart, faying, Verily our houfes are defence- 
lefs, and expofed to the enemy : but they were not de- 
fencelefs; and their intentiog was no other than to 
fly. If the city had been entered upon them by the 
enemy from the parts adjacent,» and they had been 
_afked to defert the true believers, and to fight againft 
WRhem; they had furely confented thereto: but they 
had not, in fuch cafe, remained in the fame® but a 


fions among the confederate forces, . than a fallacious promi&.} The per- 
the raifing and fomenting whereof the {on who Heese thefe words, it is 


Mohammedans alfo aicribe tq Gon. 
It is related, that when Mohammed 
heard that his enemies were retired, 
he faid, I have obtained fuccefs by 
means of the eaft wind; and Ad pe- 
tifhed by the weft wind o 

© When they came againft you from 
above you, and from below you.] 
The Ghatfanitea pitched on the ealt 
fide of the town, on the higher part 
of the valley; and the Koreifh on the 
welt fide, on the lower part of the 
valley (2). 

¢ Ye imagined of Gop various 
imaginations.] The fincere, and thofe 
who were more firm of heart, fearing 
they fhould not be able to ftand the 
trial; and the weaker-hearted, and hy- 
pacrites, thinking themfelves delivered 
up to flaughter and deftru€tion. 

© When the hypggrites faid, Gon 
and his apoftle have made you no other 


(1) Al Bzrpawr, Asu’zy, vit. Moh. p. 77, &c. 
(3) Idem. V. Asu’tr. ubi fup. p. 76. 


See the Prelim. Dif. p. 6. 
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laid, was Moatteb Ebn Kofheir, who 
told his fellows that Mohammed 
had promifed them the fpoils of the 
Perfians and the Greeks, whereas now 
not one of them dared to ftir out of 
their entrenchment (3). 

f When a party of them faid, &c.] 
viz. Aws Ebn Keidhi, and his ad- 
herents. 

© Yathréb.] This was the ancient 
and proper name of Medina,,or of the 
territory wherein it ftands. Some {up- 
pofe the town was fo named from its 
founder, Yathreb, the fon of Kabiya, 
the 1. 0f Mahlayel, the fon of Aram, 
the fon of Sem, the fon of Noah; 
though others tell us it was built by 
the Amalekites (4). 

h In the sonia e. In the city; 
or, in their apoitacy and rebellion, 
becaufe the Moflems would {furely 
fucceed at laft. 


(2) Idem. 
(4) Aumzp Eun Yusor. 


little 
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ittle while. They had before made a covenant with 
Gop, that they would not turn their backs'; and 
the performance of their covenant with Gop fhall be 
examined into hereafter. Say, Flight fhall not pro- 
fit you, if ye fly from death or from flaughter: and 
if it would, yet fhall ye not enjoy this world but a 
little. Say, Who is he who fhall defend you againft 
Gop, if heis pleafed to bring evil on you, oris pleafed 
to fhew mercy towa@ls you? They fhall @nd none 
to patronife or proteé them, befides Gop. Gop al- 
ready knoweth thofe among you who hinder others 
from following his apoftle, and who fay unto their 
brethren, Come hither unto us; and who come not to 
battle, except a little‘; being covetous towards 
you’: but when fear,cometh on them, thou feeft 
them look unto thee for affiftance, their eyes rolling 
about, like the eyés of him who fainteth by reafon of 
the agonies of death: yet when their fear is paft, they. 
inveigh againft you with fharp tongues; being co: 
vetous of the beft and moft valuable part of the fpoils. 
Thefe believe not fincerely ; wherefore Gop hath ren- 
dered th@r works of no avail; and this is eafy with 
Gop. , They imagined that the confederates would 
not depart and raife the fiege: andif the confederates 
fhould come another time, they would wish to live in 
the defarts among the Arabs who dwell in tents”, 
and there to inquire after news concerning you: and 
although they were with you this time, yet they 
fought not, except a little. Ye have in the apoftle 


3 They had made a covenant with 
Gop, &c.} The perfons meant here 
were Banu Haretha, &c. who having 
behaved very ill, and run away on a 
certain occafion, promifed they would 
do {fo no more (1). 

k And who come not to battle, ex- 
cept a little.] Either coming to the 
army in fmall numbers; or ftaying 

- with them but a little while, and 
then returning on fome feigned ex- 
cule; or behaving il) in time of ac- 
tion, Some expofitors take thefe 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


words to be part of the f{peech of 
the hypocrites, refle&ting on Moham- 
med’s companions for lying idle in 
the trenches, and not attacking the 
enemy. 

1 Being covetous towards you. ] i. e. 
Sparing of their affiftance either in 
perfon or with their purfe; or being 
greedy after the booty. 

.™ They would with to live in the 
defarts, &c.] That they might be ab- 
fent, and not obliged to go to war. 
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of Gop anexcellent example”, unto him whohopeth 
in Gop and the Jaft day, and remembereth Gop 
frequently. When the true believers faw the confe- 
derates, they faid, This is what ob and his apoftle 
have foretold us°; and Gop and his apoftle have 
fpoken the truth: and it only increafed their faith 
@nd refignation. Of the true believers, fome men 
jultly performed what they had promifed unto Gop?, 
and fome of them have finifhed their courfe’, and 
fome of them wait the fame advantage’; and they 
changed not their promife, by deviating therefrom in 
the leaft: that Gop may reward the juft performers 
of their covenant for their fidelity; and may punifh 
the hypocritical, if he pleafeth, or may be turned 
unto them: for Gop is ready to forgive, and met- 
ciful. Gop hagit driven back the infidels in their 
wrath: they obtained no advantage; and Gop 
was a fufficient prote€tor unto the faithful in 
battle; for Gop is ftrong and mighty. And he 
hath caufed fuch of thofe who have received the 
{criptures, as affifted the confcderates, to come down 
out of their fortreffes‘, and he caft into their 


® Ye have in the apoftle of Gop an 
excellent example.} viz. Of firmneds 
in time of danger, of confidence in the 
divine affiftance, and of piety by fer- 
vent prayer for the fame, 

° This is what Gop and his apoftle 
have foretold us.] Namely, That we 
muft not expeé& to enter paradife, 
without undergoing fome trials and 
tribulations (1). There is a tradition 
that Mohammed aétually foretold this 
expedition of the confederate) fome 
time before, and the fuccefs of it (3). 

P Some men juftly performed what 
they had promiied unto Gov.] By 
ftlanding firm with the prophet, and 
ftrenuoufly oppofing the enemies of the 
true religion, according to their en- 
gagement. * 

@ Some of them have finihhed their 

S 


(1) See chap.. ii. p. g8. chap. iji, p. 80. chap. xxix. p. 246, &c. 


hearts 


courfe.] Or, as the words may be 
tranflated, Have fulfilled their vow, 
or paid their debt to nature, by fling 
martyrs in battle; as did Hamza, Mo- 
hammed’s uncle, Mafah Ebn Omair, 
and: Ans Ebn al Nadr (3), who 
were flain at the battle of Ohod. The 
martyrs at the war of the Ditch were 
fix, including Saad Ebn »Moadh, 
who died of his wound about a 
month after (4). 

r And fome wait for the fame ad- 
vantage.} As Othmin and Telha 


" Such of thofe who have received 
the fcriptures, as afifted the confe- 
derates. Thefe were the Jews of 
the tripe of Koreidha, who, though 
they were in league with Moham- 
med, had, at- the inceffant pelts 

on 


(2) Al 


Berpawi. (3) Idem. (4) Asu’sy, vit. Mob p.79. (5) Al Bripaws, 


¥., of Caab Ebn Afad, a principal , 


man among them, perfidioufly gone 
over to his encmies in this war of the 
Ditch, and were feverely punifhed 
for it. For the next morning, after the 
confederate forces had decamped, 
Mohammed and his men returned to 
Medina, and laying down their arms, 
began to refrefh themfelves after their 
fatigue; upon which Gabriel came to 
the prophet, and afked him whether 
he had fuffered his people to lay down 
their arms, when the angels had not 
laid downtheirs; and ordered him to 
£0 immediately againit the Koradhites, 
affuring him that himiel{ would lead 
the way. Mohammed, in obedience 
to the divine command, having caui- 
ed public proclamation to be made, 
that every one fhould pray that after- 
noon for fuccefs againft the fons of 
Koreidha, fet forward on the expe- 
dition without lofs of time; and be. 
ing arrived at the fortrefs of the Ko- 
radhites, befieged them for twenty- 
five days, at the end of which, thofe 
people, being in great terror and dif- 
tre{s, capitulated, and at length, not 
daring to truft to Mohammced’s mercy, 
Jurrendered at the diicretion of Saad 
Ebn Moadh (a) hoping that he, being 
the prince of the tribe of Aws, their 
old@friends and confederates, would 
have fome regard for them: but they 
were deccived ; for Saad being greatly 
incenfed at their breach of faith, bad 
begged of Gop that he mightnot die of 
the wound he had received at the Ditch, 
till he “faw vengeance taken on the 
Koradhites ; and therefore adjudged 
that the men fhould be put to the fword, 
the women and childicn made flaves, 


and their goods be divided among 


(1) See chap. viii. p. 227. not.®, 
p- 77, &c. 


(4) Al Bexrpawi, ‘ 


the Moflems; which fentence Mo- 
hammed had no fooner heard, than 
he cried out, That Saad had pro} 
nounced the fentence of Gop: and the 
fame was accordingly executed; the 
number of men who were {flain, 
amounting to fix hundred, or, as 
others fay, to feven hundred, or very 
near; among whom were Hoyai Eba 
Akhtab, a great enemy of Moham- 
med’s, and Caab Ebn Afad, who had 
been the chief occafion of the re®olt of 
their tribe; and foon after Saad, who 
had given judgment againft them, 
died, his wound, which had been 
fkinned over, opening again (2). 

f Andc to their hearts terrors 
and difmay.} This was the work. of 
Gabriel, who, according to his pro- 
mife, went before the army of Mof- 
lems. It is faid that Mohammed, a 
little before he came to the fettlement 
of the Koradhites, afking fome of his 
men@whether any body had pafled 
them, they anfwered, that Dohya Ebn 
Kholcifa, the Calbite, had juft paffed b 
them, mounted ona white mule, wit 
houfings of fatin: to Which he re- 
ae That perfon was the angel Ga- 

riel, who is fentto the fons of Ko- 
reidha, to fhake their caftles, and to 
ftrike their hearts with fear and con- 
fternation (3). : 

¥ And Gop hath caufed you td ine 
herit their land, &c.] Their im- 
moveable poffeffions Mohammed gave 
to the Mohajerin, faying, that the 
Anfars were in their own houfes, but 
that the others were deftitute of habi- 
tations. The moveables were divided 
among his followers ; but he remitted 
the fifth part, which was ufual to be 






* taken in other cafes (4). 


(2) Al Berpawr, Asu’ tr. Vit. Moh. 
V. GaGniser, Vie de Mab. 1, 4. ¢. 2. 


(3) Ean Isnak. 


» 


trodden 
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trodden”, for Gonis almighty. O prophet, fay un- 
to thy wives, If ye feek this prefent life, and the 
pomp thereof, come, I will make a handfome pro- 
vifion for you, and I will difmifs you with an ho- 
nourable difmiffion*: but if ye feek Gon and his 
apoftle, and the life to come, verily Gop hath pre- 
pared for fuch of you as work righteoufnefs, a great 
reward. O wives of the prophet, whofoever of you 
fhall commit a manifeft wickednefs, the punifhment 
thereof fhall be doubled unto her twofold’; and this 
is eafy with Gop: * bug whofoever of you fhall be X XII. 
obedient unto Gop and his apoftle, and fhall do that 
which is right, we will give her her reward twice’, 
and we have prepared for her an honourable provifion 
in paradife. O wives of the prophet, ye are not as 
other women: if ye fear GOD, be not too complai- 
fant in {peech, left he fhould covet, in whofe heart is 
a difeafe of incontinence; but {peak the {pcech which 
is convenient. And fit ftill in your houles; and fet 
not out yourfelves with the oftentation of the former 
time of ignorance*: and obferve the appointed times 
of 


w A land on which ye have not hence fome have concluded, that a 


trodden.] By which fome fuppofe 
Perfia and Greece are meant; others, 
Khaibar; and others, whatever lands 
the Moflems may conquer till the dey 
of judgment (1), 

* O prophet, fay unto thy wives, 
If ye {eek this prefent life, &c.] This 
paitage was revealed on Mohainmed’s 
wives afking for more fumptuous 
cloaths, and an additional allowance 
for their expences; and he had no 
fooner received it, than he gave them 
their option, either to continue with 
-him, or to be divorced, beginning 
with Ayefha, who chofe Gon and 
his apeftle, and the reft followed her 
example; upon which the propliet 
thanked them, and the following 
words were revealed; viz. It thall 
not be lawful for thee to take other 
women te wife hereafter (2), &c. From 
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wife who has her option given hen 
and chovfes to ftay with her hufband, 
fhall not be divorced; thgugh others 
are of a contrary opinion (9). 

Y Her punifhment fhall be doubled. ] 
For the crime would be more enor- 
mous and unpardonable in them, be- 
caufe of their fuperior condition, and 
the grace which they have’ received 
from Gop; whence it is that the 
punifhment of a tree perion is or- 
dained to be double to that of a flave 
(4), and prophets are more feveicly 
rearimanaed for their faults than other 
men (5). 

2 We will give her her reward 
twice.] viz. Oucé for her obedience, 
and a fecond time for her conjugal 
affection to the prophet, and handfume 
behaviour to him, 

* With the oftentation otf the for- 

mer 


(1) Al Brrpawr. (2) See after, in this chap. p, 282¢(3) Al Brrpawi. _ 


(4) Sce chap. iv. p. 98. 


(5) Al Berpaw4. 


298 AL KORAN. Cuap. 33. 
of prayer, and give alms; and obey Gon, and his 
apoftle; for Gon defireth only to remove from you 
the abomination of vanity, fince yeare the houfthold 
of the prophet, and to purify you by’a perfeét purifica- 
tion’. And remember that which is read in your 
houfes, of the figns of Gop, and of the wifdom re- 
vealed in the Koran ; for Gon is clear-fighted, and 
well acquainted with youraétions. Verily the Moflems 
of either fex, and the true believers of either fex, 
and the devout men, and the devout women, and 
the men of veracity, and thikwomen of veracity, and 
the patient men, and the patient women, and the 
humble men, and the humble women, and the alms- 
givers of either fex, and the men who faft, and the 
women who faft, and the chafte men, and the chafte 
women, and thofe of either fex who remember Gop 
frequently ; for them hath Gop prepared forgive- 
nefs, and a great reward. It is not fit for a true be- 
liever of either fex, when Gon and his apoftle have 
decreed a thing, that they fhould have the liberty of 
choofing a different matter of their own‘; and who- 
ever is difobedient unto Gop and his apoftle, furely 
erreth with a manifed error. And remember when 
q¢hou faidft to him unto whom Gop had been gra- 


mer timei@f ignorance.] That is, In 
the old time of idolatry. Some fu 
pote the times before the flood, or the 
time of Abraham, to he here intended, 
‘when women adorned themfelves with 
all their finery, and went abroad into 
the ftreets to fhew themfelves to the 
mien (1). 

b Gon defireth to remove from you 
the abomination, &c.] The pronouns 


of the fecond perfon in this part of 


the paffage being of the majfculine 
gender, the Shiites pretend the fentence 

as no conneétion with the foregoing 
or the following words; and will 
have it, that by the houfehold of the 
prophet are particularly meant Fatema 
aud Ali, and their two fons, Hafan and 


(1) Al Berpawi. = (2) Idem. 


ofein, to whom thefe words are 
direéted (2), 

¢ Jt is not fit for a true believer, 
when Gop and his apoftle have de- 
creed a thing, that they fhould have 
the liberty of choofing, &c.] This 
verfe was revealed on account of 
Zeinab (or Zenobia) the daughter of 
Jahafh, and wife of Zeid, Moham- 
med’s freed-man, whom the prophet 
fought in marriage, but received a re- 
pulle from the lady and her brother 
Abdallah, they being at firft averfe to 
the match; for which they are here 
repiehended. The mother of Zeinab, 
it is faid, was Amima, the daughter 
of Abd’almotalleb, and aunt te Mo- 
hammed (9). 


(3) Al Berpaw1, JALLALO’DDIN. 
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cious*, and on whom thou alfo hadft conferred fa- 
vours*, Keep thy wife to thyfelf, and fear Gop: 
and thou didft conceal that in thygnind which Gop 
had determined to difcover', and didft fear men; 
whereas it was more juft that thou fhouldft fear 


Gop. 


But when Zeid® had determined the matter 


concerning htr, and had refolved to divorce her, we 


joined her in marriage unto thee’, left a crime fhould 


s ~ 
* 
7 


% 


€ When thou faidf to him unto 


whom Gop beg gracious. | viz. 
Zeid Ebn » on whom Gop 
had beftow grace early to be- 


come a Mollem. 

€ And on whom thou hadft con- 
ferred favours.] By giving him his 
liberty, and adopting him for thy 
fon, &c. ; 

Zeid was of the tribe of Calb, a 
branch of the Khodaites, deicended 
from Hamyar, the fon of Saba; and 











being taken in his childhood by a 


prey of free-booters, was bought 
y Mohammed : or, rs fay, by 
his wif@& hadijah, before fhe married 
him. Some yan after, Haretha, 
hearing where his fon was, took a 
journey to Mecca, and offered a 
confiderable fum for his riémfom; 
whereupon Mohammed faid, Let 
Zeid come hither; and if he choofes 
to go with you, take him without 
ranfom ; but if it be his choice to ftay 
with me, why fhould I not keep him? 
And Zeid being come, declared that 
he would ftay with his mafter, who 
treated him as if he were his only 
fon. sMohgmmed no fooner heard 
this, but he took Zeid by the hand, 
and led him to the black ftone of the 
Caaba, where he publicly adopted 
him for his fon, and conftituted him 
his heir; with which the father ac- 
uiefced, and returned home well 
atisfied. From this time Zeid was 
called the fon of Mohammed, till the 
publication of Iflim; after which 


be 


® 

thy mind which Gop had determined 
to difcover.] Namely, thy affec- 
tion to Zeinab. The whole intrigue 
is artfully enough unfolded in this 
Pp. ; the ftory is as follows, 

e years after his marriage, 
mmed going to Zeid’s houfe on 
fome affair, and not finding him at 
home, accidentally caft his eyes on 
Zeinab, who was then in a drefs 
which difcovered her beauty to ad- 
vantage, and was fo {mitten at the 
fight, that he could not forbear 
crying out, Gop be praifed, who 
turncth the hearts of men as he 
pleafeth! This Zeinab failed not to 
acquaint her hufband with, on his 
return home; whereupon Zeid, af- 
ter mature refleétion, thought he 
could do no lefs than part with his 
wife, in favour of his benefaftor; 
and thercfore refolved to divorce 
her, and acquainted Mohammed 
with his refolution: but he, appre- 
hending the {candal it might raife, 
offered to diffuade him from it, and 
endeavoured to ftitle the flames which 
inwardly coniumed him; but at 
length his love for her being autho- 
rized by this revelation, he acquicfced, 
and, after the term of her divorce was 
expired, married her, in the latter 
(a). of the sth year"of the Hejra 
2 


E Zeid. It is obferved that this 
is theo 


rfon, of all Moham- 
ions, whaie name is 
mentioned tn the Koran. 











med’s 


the prophet gave him to wife Zei- b We Lasaiy her in marriage unto 
nab (1) er Whence Zeinab ufed to vaunt 
f And thou didf conceal that in  herielf above the prophet’s other 
S 4 wives, 


(1) Al Jannasr. 


~ ] 
V. GacnierR, Vie de Moh, 1. 4c 3 


(3) Al Berpawi, al JawNany, &c. 
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be charged on the true believers, in marrying the 
wives of their adopted fons, when they have deter- 
mined the matter concerning them': and the com- 
mand of Gon is to be performed. No crime is to be 
charged on the prophet, as to what Gop hath allowed 
him, conformable to the ordinance of Gop with re- 
gard to thofe who preceded him, (for ‘the command 
of Gop is a determinate decree,) who brought the 
meffages of Gop, and feared him, and feared none 
befides Gop: and Gop 1s a fufficient accompiant. 
MowamMen is not the father of any man among 
you: but the apoftle of Gop, and the < of the 
prophets: and Gop knoweth all things® O true 
believers, remember eo with a frequent remem- 
brance, and celebrate‘is praife morning and even- 
ing. It is he whois gracious unto you, and his an- 
gels intercede for you, that he may lead you forth 
from darknefs into light; and he is merciful to- 
wards the true believers. - Their falutation, on the 
day whereon they fhall meet him, fhall be, Peace! 
and he hath prepared for them an honouraWle re- 
compenfe. O prophet, verily we have fent thee to 
be a witnefs, anda bearer of gopd tidings, and a de- 
nouncer of threats, and an inviter unto Gop, through 
his good pleafure, and a fhining light. Bear good 
tidings therefore unto the true believers, that they 
fhall receive great abundance from Gop. And obey 
not the unbelievers and the hypocrites, and mind 
not their evil treatment: but truft in Gpov;.and 
Gop 1s a fufficient proteétor. O true believers, 
when ye marry women who are believers, and after- 





wives, faying, that Gop had made 
the match between Mohammed and 
herfelf, whereas their were 
made by their relations (3). . 

j Left a crime fhould be charged 
on the true believers, in marrying the 
wives of their adopted fons, &c.] 
For this feigned relation, as has been 
obferved, created an impediment of 
marriage among the old Arabs within 


the prohibited degrees, in the fame 
manner as if it had been real; and 
therefore Mohammed’s marrying Zei- 
nab, who had been his adopted 
fon’s wife, occafioned great {candal 
among his followers, which ‘was 
much heightened by the Jews and 
hypocrites; but the cuftom is here 
declared unreafonable, and abolifhed 
for the future. 


(1) Al Berpawt, al Jannany, &c, 


wards 
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wards put them away, before ye have touched them, 
there is no term prefcribed you to fulfil towards 
them * after their divorce: but make them a prefent', 
and difmifs them freely, with an honourable difmif- 
fion. O prophet, we have allowed thee thy wives 
unto whom thou haft given their dower,gand alfo 
the flaves which thy right-hand poffeffeth, of the 
booty which Gop hath granted thee”, and the daugh- 
ters of thy uncle, and the daughters of thy aunts, 
both on thy father’s fide, and on thy mother’s fide, 
who have fled with thee from Mecca", and any 
other believing woman, if fhe give herfelf unto the 
prophet’; in cafe the prophet defireth to take her to 


wife. 


k There is no time prefcribed you 
to fulfil towards them.] That is, 
Ye aregot obliged to keep them 
any certain time before ye difmifs 
them, as ye are thofe with whom the 
marriage has been confummated. Seé 
chap. ii. p. 40, 41. 

1 Make them a prefent.] i.e, If 
no dower has been affigned them: 
for if a dower has been affigned, 
the hufband is obliged, according 
to the Sonna, to give the woman 
half the dower agreed on, befides 
a prefent (1). This is ftill to be 
underftood of fuch women with 
whom the marriage has not been 
confummated. 

™ The flaves of the booty which 
Gop hath granted thee.] It is {faid, 
therefore, that the women flaves which 
he fhould buy are not included in 
this grant. 

=" Who have fled with thee from 
Mecca.}] But not the others. It is 
related of Omm HAni, the daughter 
of Abu Taleb, that the fhould fay, 
The apoftle of Gop courted me for 
his wife; but I excufed myfelf to 
him, and he accepted of my excufe ; 
afterwards this verfe was revealed ; 
Wat he was not thereby allowed to 


(1) Al Berpawy, &c. 
Life of Mah. p. 126. 


(2) Idem, 


This is a peculiar privilge granted unto thee, 
above the reft of the true believers?. 


We know 
what 


marry me, becaufe I fled not with 
him (2). 

It may be obferved that Dr. Pri- 
deaux is much miftaken, when he 
afferts that Mohammed, in this chap- 
ter, brings in Gon exempting him 
from the law in the fourth chapter (3), 
whereby the Moflems are forbidden 
to marry within certain degrees, and 
giving him an efpccial privilege to 
take to wife the daughter of his 
brother, or the daughter of his fifter (4). 

© And any believing woman, if 
fhe give herfelf unto the prophet. j 
Without demanding any dower. 
According to.a tradition of Ebn Ab- 
bas, the pr&phet, however, married 
no woman without affigning her a 
dower. The commentators are not 
agreed who was the woman particu- 
larly meant in this paflage; but they 
name four, who are f{uppofed to have 
thus given themfelves to the prophet, 
viz. Maimina Bint al Harcth, Zct- 
nab Bint Khozaima, Ghozia Bint 

aber, furnamed Omm_ Shoraic, 
(which three he a€tually married,) 
and Khawla Bint Hakim, whom, as 
it feems, he. rejeéted. 

P This is a peculiare sie 
granted thee, above the reft' of the 

true 


(3) Pag. 97,98. (4) See Pxip. 
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what we have ordained them concerning their wives, 
and the flaves whom their right-hands poffefs: left it 
fhould be deemed a crime in thee to make ufe of the 
privilege granted thee ; for Gop is gracious and merci- 
ful. Thou mayeft poftpone the turn of fuch of thy 
wives as@hou fhalt pleafe, in being called to thy bed; 
and thou mayeft take unto thee her whom thou fhalt 
pleafe, and her whom thou fhalt defire of thofe whom 
thou fhalt have before reje€ted: and it fhall be no 
crime in thee’. This will be more eafy, that the 

may be entirely content, and may not be grieved, 
but may be well pleafed with what thou fhalt give 
every of them: Gop knoweth whatever is in your 
hearts; and Gop is knowing and gracious. It fhall 
not be lawful for thee to take other women to wife 
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hereafter’, nor to exchange any of thy wives for them a 


true believers.] For no Moflem can 
legally marry above four wives, 
whether free women or flaves; where- 
as Mohammed is, by the preceding 
paifage, left at rae! to take as many 
as he pleafed, though with fome ree 
ftri€tions. . 

4 Thou ma poftpone the turn 
of fuch of i aieta thou fhalt 
Sri é&c y this paflage fome 

arther p were granted unto 
Mohammed; for, whereas other men 
are obliged to carry themfelves 
equally towards their wives (1), in 
cafe they had more than one, particu- 
larly as to the duties of the marriage 
bed, to which each hasha right to 
called in her turn, (which right was 
acknowledged in the moft early ages) 
(3), and cannot take again a wife 
whom they have divorced the third 
time, till fhe has been married to 
another, and divorced by him (3), the 
‘prophet was left abfolutely at liberty 
to deal with them in thefe and other 
refpe&s as he thought fit. 

* It thall not be lawful for thee to 
take other women to wife hereafter, 
&c.] The commentators differ as 
to the exprefs meaning of thefe 


(1) See Kor. chap. 4. p. 92, &c 
" See chap. ii. p. 41, 43. 


¢ 

words, Some think Mohammed was 
thereby forbidden to take any more 
wives than nine, which ber he 
then had, and is fuppofed to have 
been his flint, as four was that of 
other men: fome imagine that after 
this prohibition, though any of the 
wives he then had fhould die, or be 
divorced, yet he could not mar 
another in her room: fome think 
he was only forbidden from this 
time forward to marry any other 
woman than one of the four forts 
mentioned in the preceding paffage; 
and others (4) are of opinion, that 
this verfe is abrogated by the two 
preceding verfes, or one of them, and 
was revealed before them, though it 
be read after them (5). 

* Nor to exchange any of thy 
wives for them.] By divorcing her, 
and marrying another. Al Zamakh- 
fhari tells us, that fome are of opinion, 
this prohibition is to be underftood of 
a particular kind of exchange ufed 
among the idolatrous Arabs, whereby 
two men made a mutual exchange of 
their wives without any other for- 
mality. 


(2) See Genef. xxx. 14, &c. 


(4) As Asu'’s KAsem HeBATALLAH. 


Al Zamaxu. Al Burpw:, JaLLALo’ppin, &c. 


although 
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although their beauty pleafe thee; except the flaves 
whom thy right-hand fhall poffefs: and Gop ob- 
ferveth all things. O true believers, enter not the 
houfes of the prophet, unlefs it be permitted you to 
eat meat with him, without waiting his convenient 
time: but when ye are invited, then enter. And 
when ye fhall have eaten, difperfe yourfelves; and 
ftay not to enter into familiar difcourfe; for this in- 
commodeth the prophet. He is afhamed to bid you 
depart; but Gop isnot afhamed of the truth. And 
when ye afk of the prophet’s wives what ye may have 
occafion for, afk it of them from behind a curtain‘. 
This will be more pure for your hearts and their 
hearts. Neither is it fit for you to give any uneeafi- 
nefs to the apoftle of Gop, or to marry his wives 
after him for ever’; for this would be a grievous 
thing in the fight of Gop. Whether ye divulge a 
thing, or conceal it, verily Gop kneweth all things. 
It fhall be no crime in them as to their fathers, or 
their fons, or their brothers, or their brothers’ fons, 
or their fifters’ fons, or their women, or the flaves 
which their right-hands poffefs, if they fp@ak to them 
unveiled “: and fear ye .Gon’*; for Gop is witnefs of 


all things. Verily Gop 


& Afkit of them from behind a cur- 
tain.] That is, Let there be a curtain 
drawn between you, or let them be 
veiled, while yetalk withthem. As 
the defign of the former precept was 
to prevent the impertinence of trouble- 
fome vifitors, the defign of this was to 
guard againft too near an intercourfe 
or familiarity between his wives 

*his followers; and was occafioned, 
is faid, by the hand of one of his com- 
panions accidentally touching that of 
Ayefha, which gave the prophet fome 
uneafinefs (1). 

© Neither is it fit for you to ma 
his wives after him.] i.c. Either fuc 
as he fhall divorce in his life-time, or 


{1) Al Bsxpawi. (8) See before, p. 


and his angels blefs the 


his widows after his death. This was 
another privilege peculiar to the pro- 
het. 


It is related, that in the Khalift of 
Omar, Afhath Ebn Kais married the 
woman whom Mohammed had dif- 
miffed without confummating his mar- 
riage with her (2); upon which the 
Khalif at fir! was thinking to ftone 
her ; but afterwards changed his mind, 
on its being reprefented to him, that 
this prohibition related only to fuch . 
women to whom the prophet had 

e in (3). 
ree certian: XXiv. p. 192. 

x Fear yeGon.] The words are 

direGted to the prophet’s wives, 


188, 189. not.!. (3) Al Berpaws, 


prophet. 
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prophet. © true believers, do ye alfo blefs him, 
and falute him with a refpeétful falutation ’. As to 
thofe who offend Gop and his apoftle, Gop fhall 
curfe them in this world and in the next; and he 
hath prepared for them a fhameful punifhment. And 
they who fhall injure the true believers of either 
fex, without their deferving it, fhall furely bear the 
guilt of calumny and a manifeft injuftice*. O pro- 
phet, fpeak unto thy wives, and thy daughters, and 
the wives of the true believers, that they caft their 
outer garments * over them when they walk abroad; 
this willbe more proper, that they may be known to 
be matrons of reputation, and may not be affronted 
by unfeemly words or ations. ‘Gop is gracious 
and merciful... Verily if the hypecrites, and thofe 
in whofe hearts is an infirmity, and they who raife 
difturbances in Mepina, do not defift, we will 
furely ftir thee up againft them, to chaftife them: 
henceforth they fhall not be fuffered to dwell near 
thee therein, except for alittle time; and being ac- 
curfed, wherever they are found they fhall be 
taken, anf killed witha general flaughter, according 
to the fentence of Gop concerning thofe who have 
been before; and thou fhalt not find any change in 
the fentence of Gop. Men will afk thee concerning 
the approach of the laft hour: anfwer, Verily the 
knowledge thereof 1s with Gop alone; and he will 
not informthee: peradventure the hour is nigh at 
hand. Verily Gop hath curfed the infidels, and hath 
prepared for them a fierce fire, wherein they fhall 

i; or, according to others, on eae 
fion of thofe who falfely accufed Aye-~ 
fha (1), &c. 

® Their outer alae a The ori- 


ginal word properly fignihes the large 
wrappers, ulually of white linen, with 


¥ Blefs the prophet, and falute him. ] 
Hence the Mohammedans feldom 
mention his name without adding, 
On whom be the bleffing of Gop and 
peace! or the like words. * 

®* They who fhall injure the true 


believers, &c.] This verfe was reveal- 
ed, according to fome, on occafion of 


certain hypocrites who had flandered 


which the women in the eait cover 
themfelves from head to foot when 


they go abroad. 


(x) See chap. xxiv. p. 188, 189. not.!, 


remain 
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remain for ever: they fhall find no patron or de- 
fender. On the day whereon their faces fhall be rol- 
led in hell fire, they fhall fay, O that wehad obeyed 
Gop, and had obeyed his apoftle! And they fhall 
fay, O Lorp, verily we have obeyed our lords, 
and our great men; and they have feduced us.from. 
the right-way. O Lorp, give them the double of 
our punifhment; and curfe them with a heavy 
curfe! O true believers, be not as thofe who in- 
jured Moses; but Gop cleared him from the fcan- 
dal which thgy had fpoken concerning him®; and 
he was of great confidcration in the fight of Gop‘. 
O true believers, fear Gop, and fpeak words well- 
directed ; that GOD may correét your works for you, 
and may forgive you your fins: and whoever {hall 
obey Gop and his apoftle, fhall enjoy great felicity. 
We propofed the faith unto the heavens, and the 
earth, and the mountains; and they refufed to un- 
dertake the fame, and were afraid thereof; but man 
undertook it*: verily he was unjuft to himfelf; 

and 


© Be not as thofe who injured Mo- 
8&8, &c.] The commentators are not 


his body, and expofing it to public 
view; or, fay fome, by the teftimony 


agreed what this injury was, Some 
fay that Mofes ufing to wafh himlelf 
apart, certain malicious people gave 
out that he had a rupture, (or, {ay 
others, that he was a leper, or herma- 
phrodite,) and for that reafon was 
afhamed to wath with them: but Gop 
cleared him from this afperfion, by 
caufing the ftone on which he Had laid 
his clothes, while he wafhed, to run 
away with them into the camp, whi- 
ther Mofes followed it naked; and by 
that means the Ifraelites, inthe midit 
of whom he was gotten ere he was 
aware, plainly perceived the falfehood 
of the report. Others fu pofe Karan’s 
accufation of Mofes ig, here intended 
(1), or elfe the fufpicion of Aaron’s 
murder, which was caft on Moles, 

eccaufe he was with him when he 
died on mount Hor; of which latter 


he was juftified by the angels bringing * 


of Aaron himfelf, who was raifed to 
life forthat purpofe (a). 

The allice is faid to have been 
occahioned by fome reflections which 
were cafton Mohammed, on his di- 
viding certain fpoils; and that when 
they came to his ear, he faid, Gop he 
mercfful unto my brother Mofes: he 
was wronged more than this, and 
bore it with patience (3). 

© He was of great confideration inthe 
fight of Gop. } Somecopies, for Indr, 
read Abda, according to which the 
words fhould be tranflated, And he 
was an ilFuftrious fervant of Gop. 

¢ We propofed the faith untq the 
heavens, andthe earth, and the moun- 
tains, &c.] By faith is here under- 
ftood entire obedience to the law of 
Gop, which is reprefented to be of fo 
high concern, i lefs than eternal 
happinefs or mifery depending on the 


(3) See chap. xxviii. (2) Jat azo’ppin, Al Berpawt. (3) AlBoxwart. 


obfervance 
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and foolifh*: that Gop may punifh the hypocritical 
men, and the hypocritical women, and the ido- 
laters, and the idolatreffes; and that Gop may be 
turned unto the true believers, both men and wo- 


men; for Gop is gracious and merciful. 


ebfervance ornegle& thereof,) and fo 
difficult in the performance, that if 
Gop fhould propofe the fame, on the 
conditions annexed, to the vafter parts 
of the creation, and they had under- 
Randing tocomprehend the offer, they 
would Secline it, and not dareto take 
on them a duty, the failing wherein 
muift be attended with fo terrible a 
confequence; and yet man is faid to 
have undertaken it, notwithftanding 
his weaknefs, and the infirmities of his 
mature. Some imagine this propofal 
is not hypothetical, but was actually 
made to the heavens, earth, and moun- 
tains, whith, at their firft creation, 
were endued with reafon, and that 
Gop told them he had madea law, 
and had created paradife for the re~ 
cempente of fuch as were obedient to 
* 


it, and hell for the punifhment of the 
difobedient ; to which they anfwered, 
they were content to be obliged 
to perform the fervices for which they 
were created, but would not under- 
take to fulfil the divine law on thofe 
conditions, and therefore defired nei- 
ther reward nos@™unifhment. The 

add, that when “Adam was pears f 
the fame offer was made him, and 
he accepted it (1). The comments- 
tators have other explications of this 
paflage, which it would be too prolix 
to tranfcribe. 

* He was unjuft to himfelf and fool- 
ifh.] Unjuft to himfelf, in not ful- 
filling his engagements, and obeying 
the law he had accepted; and foolifhe 
in not confidering the confequence of 
his difobedience and negle&. 


41) Jauvaro’ppin, 


CHAP. 


XXXIV. 


Intitled, Sana‘; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


RAISE be to Gop,” unto whom belongeth 
whatever is in the heavens and on earth: and 
unto him be praife in the world to come; for he is 


wife and intelligent. 


He knoweth whatfoever en- 


tereth into the earth*®, and whatfoever’ cometh out of 


f Mention is made of the people of 
Saba in the fifteenth verie. 


© Whatloever entereth into the . 


earth.] As the rain, hidden treafures, 
the dead, &c. if 


the 
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the fame", and whatfoever defcendeth from heaven‘, 
and whatfoever afcendeth thereto“: and he is mer- 
ciful and ready to forgive. The unbelievers fay, 
The hour of judgment will not come unto us. An- 
fwer, Yea, by my Lorp, it will furely come unto 
you; it is he who knoweth the hidden fecret: the 
weight of an ant, either in heaven or in earth, is not 
abfent from him, nor any thing leffer than this or 
greater, but the fame is written in the perfpicuous 
book of his decrees; that he may recompenfe thofe 
who fhall have believed, and wrought righteoufnefs: 
they fhall receive pardon, and an honourable provi- 
fion. But they who endeavour to render our figns of 
none effe€t, fhall receive a’punifhment of painful 
torment. Thofe unto whom knowledge hath been 
given, fee that the book which hath been revealed 
unto thee from thy ‘Lorp is the truth, and direéteth 
into the glorious and laudable way. The unbe- 
lievers fay to one another, Shall we fhew you aman 
who fhall prophefy unto you, that when ye fhall 
have been difperfed with a total difperfion, ye fhalk 
be raifed a new creature? He hath forged a lie con- 
cerning Gop, or rather he is diftra€ted. But they 
who believe hot in the life to come, fhall fall into 
punifhment and a wide error. Have they not there- 
fore confidered what is before them, and what is be- 
hind them, of the heaven and the earth? If we 
pleafe, we will caufe the earth to open and fwallow 
athem up, or will caufe a piece of the heaven to fall 
upon them: verily herein is a fign unto every fer- 
vant, who turneth unto GOD. We heretofore be- 
{towed on Davin excellence from us: and we faid, O 
mountains, fing alternate praifes with him; and we 
obliged the birds alfo to join therein’. And we foftened 


» And whatfoever cometh out of decrees of Gop, rain, thunder and 
the fame.] As animals, plants, me- _lightning,®&c. 
tals, {fpring-water, &c. * And whatfoever afcendeth there- 
‘ Whatioever defcendeth from  to.] As the angels, men’s works, 
heaven.] As the angels, fcriptures, vapours, fmoke, &c. (1). 
See chap. xxi. p. 161, 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


the 
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the iron for him, faying, Make thereofcomplete coats 
of mail”, and rightly difpofe the {mall plates which 
compofe the fame: and work ye righteoufnefs, O fa- 
mily of Davin; for I fee that which yedo. And 
we made the wind fubje& unto SoLtomon”: it blew 
in the morning for a month, and in the evening for a 
month. And we made a fountain of molten brafs to 
flow for him’. And fome of the genii were obliged 
to work in his prefence, by the will of his Lorn; 
and whoever of them turned afide from our com- 
mand, we will caufe hint to tafte the pain of hell- 
fire’, They made for him whatever he pleafed, of 
palaces, and ftatues?, and large difhes like fith- 
ponds", and cauldrons ftanding firm ontheir trevets'‘; 
and we faid, Work righteoufnefs, O family of Davin, 
with thank{giving; for few of my fervants are thank- 
ful. And when we had decfeed that Sotomon 
fhould die, nothing difcovercd his death unto them, 
except the creeping thing of the earth, which gnawed 
his ftafft. And when his body fell down, the genii 

: plainly 
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™ See chap. xxi. p. 161. mounted it, the lions firctched out 


™ See ibid. and chap. xxvii. p. 223. 

® A fountain of molten brats. ] 
This fountain they fay was in Ya- 
man, and flowed three days in a 
month (1). 

P We will caufe him to tafte the 
pain of hell-fire.] Or, as fome cx- 
pound the words, We caufed him to 
tafle the pain d& buming; by which 
they dadediand the cerresion the 
difobediest genii received at the hands 
of the angel {fet over them, who 
whipped them with a whip of fire. 

@ Statues.}] Some fuppofe thefe 
were images of the angels and pro- 
phets, and that the making of them 
was not then forbidden; or elfe 
that they were not fuch images as 
were forbidden by the Jaw. Some 
fay thele {pirits made him we lions, 
which were placed at the foot of his 
throne, and two eagles, which were 
fet above it; and that- when he 


(31) Al Berpawi, JALLALO’DDIN. 


their paws; and@when he fat down, 
the eagles fhaded him with their 
wings (2). 

¥ Difhes like fifh-ponds.] Bein 
fo monitroufly large that a thoufand 
men might eat out of each of them at 
once, 

* And cauldrons ftanding firm on 
their trevets.] ‘Fhefe cayldrons, they 
fay, were cut out of the mountains 
of Yaman, and were fo vaftly big 
that they could not be moved; an 
pcople went up to them by fteps 


3). 
t Nothing difcovered his death, 
but the creeping thing of the earth, 
which gnawed his ftaff. The 
commentators, to explain this paf- 
fage, tell us, That David, having laid 
the foundations of the temple of 
Jerufalem, which was to be in lieu 
of the tabernacle of Mofes, when he 
died, left it to be finifhed by his fon 
Solomon ; 
s 


(2) Idem, (3) JALLALO'DDIN. 
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plainly perceived, that if they had known that which 
is fecret, they had not continued in a vile punifh- 
ment". The defcendants of Sasa” had heretofore a 
fign in their dwellings; namely, two gardens, oneon 
the right-hand and on the left *: and it was faid unto 
them, Eat ye of the provifion of your Lorn, and 
give thanks unto him; ye have a good country, 
and a gracious Lorn. But they turned afide from 
what we had commanded them: wherefore we fent 
againft them the inundation of ar ArEem’, and we 


Solomon; who employed the genii 
in the work : that Solomon, before the 
edifice was quite completed, perceiv- 
ing his end dew nigh, begged of Gop 
that his death might be concealed from 
the genii till they had entirely finifhed 
it; that Gon, therefore, fo ordered 
it, that Solomon died as he ftood at 
his prayers, leaning on his ftaff, which 
{upported the body in that pofture a 
full year; and the genii fuppofing him 
to be alive, continued their work du- 
ring that term, at the expiration where- 
of the temple being perfe&ly com- 
pleted, a worm, which had gotten into 
the ftaff, eat it through, and the corpfe 
fell to the ground, and difcovered the 
king’s death (1). 

Pofibly this fable of the temple’s 
being built by genii, and not by men, 
might take its rife from what is men- 
tioned in fcripture, that the houfe was 
built of ftone made ready before it was 
brought thither; fo that there was nei- 
ther hammer, nor axe, norany tool of 
iron, heard in the houfe while it was 
building (2): the Rabbins indeed tell 
usofa worm, which might affift the 
workmen, its virtue being fuch as to 
caufe the rocks and flones to fly in fun- 
der (3). Whether the worm which 

nawed Solomon’s ftaff, were of the 
La breed with this other, I know 
not; but the ftory has perfe@ly the air 
ofa Jewith invention. 


(1) Al Berpawi, JALLALO’ppiN. 


changed 


* They had not continued ina vile 
punifhment.} i. ec. They had not 
continued in fervile fubje&tion to the 
command of Solomon, nor had gone 
on with the work of the temple. 

~ The defcendants of Saba.] Saba 
was the fon of Yafhhab, the fon of 
Yarab, the fon of Kahtaén, whofe pof- 
terity dwelt in Yaman, in the city of 
Miareb, called alfo Saba, about three 
days journey from Sanaa. 

* Two gardens, one on the right- 
hand, andthe other on theleft.] That 
is, two traéts of land, one on this 
fide of their city, and the other on 
that, planted with trees, and made 
into gardens, which lay fo thick and 
clofe together, that each tra&t feemed 
to be one continued gatden: or, it 
may be, every houfe had a garden on 
each hand of it (4). 

¥ The inundation of al Arem.] 
The commentators fet down feve- 
ral fignifidations of the word al 
Arem, which are {carce worth men- 
aaa fi it moft properly fignifies 
mounds or dams for the ftopping or 
containing of water, and is here 
ufed for that ftupendous mound or 
building which formed the vaft re- 
fervoir above the city of Saba, de- 
{cribed in another place (5), and 
which, forthe great impiety, pride, 
and infolence of the ‘ahelianie 
was broken down in the night by a 


(2) & Kings vi.7. (3) V. Kimuz, 


in loc. Buxr. Lex. Talm. p. 2456, & Scuickarpi Tarich. reg. Perf. p. 62. 


(4) Al Berpawt. 


VOL. 15. 


(5) See the Prelim. Difc. Set. I. p. 12, 13, 
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changed their two gardens for them into two gardens 
producing bitter fruit, and tamarifks*, and fome 
little fruit of the lote-tree. This we gave them in 
reward, becaufe they were ungrateful: is any thus 
rewarded, except the ungrateful ? And we placed be- 
tween them and the cities which we have bleffed*, 
cities fituate near each other; and we made the jour- 
ney eafy between them’, faying, Travel through the 
fame by night, and by day, in fecurity. But they 
faid, O Lorp, put a greater diftance between our 
journeys‘: and they were unjuft unto themfelves; 
and we made them the fubje& of difcourfe, and dif- 
perfed them with a total difperfion®. Verily herein 
are figns unto every patient, grateful perfon. And 
Esxis found his opinion of them to be true‘: 
and they followed him, except a party of the true be- 


mighty flood, and occafioned a ter- 
rible deftru€tion (1). Al Beidawi 
fuppofes this mound was the work of 
queen Balkis, and that the above- 
mentioned cataftrophe happened af- 
ter the time of Jesus Curist; 
wherein he feems to be miftaken. 

* Tamarifks.] A low fhrub, bear- 
ing no fruit, and delighting in faltith 
and barren ground. 

* The cities which we have blefied. } 
Viz. The cities of Syria. 

b We made the journey eafy be- 
tween them.] By reaion of their 
mear diftance, fo that during the 
whole journey a traveller might reft 
in one tewn during the heat of the 
day, and in another at night; nor 
was he obliged to carry provifions 
with him (2). 

© Put a greater diftance between 
our journeys.] This petition they 
made out of covetoufnefs, that the 
poor being obliged to be longer on 
the road, they might make greater 
advantage in letting out thair cattle, 
and fuknifhing the travellers with 
provifion: and Gop was pleafed 
to punifh them by granting them 
their with, and permitting moft of 


(1) See the Prelim, Dif. Se&. I. p. 13. 


(3) Idem. 
(5) Al Barpawt. 


lievers: 


the cities, which were between Saba 
and Syria, to be ruined and aban- 
doned (3) 

@ We made them the fubje& of 
difcourfe, and difperfed them with a 
total difperfion.] For the neigh- 
bouring nations juftly wondered at 
fo fudden and unforefeen a revolu- 
tion in the affairs of this once flou- 
tifhing people: whence it became a 
proverbial faying, to exprefs a total 
difperfion, that they were gone and 
{cattered like Saba (4). 

Of the defcendants of Saba, who 
quitted their country, and fought 
new fettlements on this inundation, 
the tribe of Ghaffan went into Syria, 
the tribe of Amm§r to Yathreb, the 
tribe of Jodhim to Tehamah, the 
tribe of al Azd to Omin (5), the 
tribe of Tay to Najd, the tribe of 
Khozfah to Batn Mar near Mecca, 
Banu Amela to a mountain, thence 
called the mountain of Amela, near 
Damafcus, and others went to Hira 
in Irak (6); &c. 

© Eblis found his opinion of them 
to be true.] Either his opinion of 
the Sabzans, when he {aw them 
addi&ted to pride and ingratitude, 

and 


(2) Jaczac. Al Berpaw1. 


) Al Berpawr. V. Got. not. in Alfrag. p. 87. 
(6) V. Poc. Spec. p. 42, 45, & 66, ; 
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lievers‘: and he had no power over them, unlefs to 
tempt them, that we might know him who believed in 
the life to come, from him who doubted thereof. Thy 
Lorp obferveth all things. Say unto the idolaters, 
Call upon thofe whom ye imagine to be gods, befides 
Gop: they are not mafters of the weight of an ant in 
heaven or on earth, neither have they any fhare in the 
creation or government of the fame; nor is any of 
them affiftant to him therein. No interceffion will be 
of fervice in his prefence, except the interceffion of 
him to whom he fhall grant permiffion to intercede for 
others*: and they fhall wait in fufpenfe until, when the 
terror fhall be taken off from their hearts", they fhall 
fay toone another, What doth your Lorn fay? They 
fhall anfwer, That which is juft: and he is the high, the 
great GOD. Say, Who provideth food for you from 
heaven and earth? Anfwer, Gop: and either we, or 
ye, follow the true dire€tion, or are in a manifeft error. 
Say, Ye fhall not be examined concerning what 
we fhall have committed; neither fhall we be ex- 
amined concerning what ye fhall have done. Say, 
Our Lorp will affemble us together at the laft 
day: then will he judge between us with truth; 
and he is the judge, the knowing. Say, Shew me 
thofe whom ye have joined as partners with him? 
Nay; rather he is the mighty, the wife Gop. We 
have not fent thee otherwife than unto mankind in 
general, a bearer of good tidings, and a denouncer 
of threats: but the greater part of men do not under- 
ftand. And they fay, When will this threat be 
fulfilled, if ye fpeak truth? Anfwer, A threat is de- 


and the fatisfying their lufts; or elfe 
the opinion he entertained of all 
mankind at the fall of Adam, or 
at his creation, when he heard the 
angels fay, Wilt thou place in the 
earth one who will do evil therein, 
and fhed blood (1)? 

‘Except a party of the true be- 
lievers.] Who were faved from the 
common deftruétion. 


& See chap. xix. p. 237 

bh When the terror fhall be taken 
off from their hearts.] i. ¢. From 
the hearts of the interceffors, and of 
thofe for whom Gop fhhall allow 
them to intercede, by the permiffion 
which he fhall then grant them ; for no 
angel or prophet fhall dare to {peak 
at the take day without the divine 
leave. 


(1) See chap, ii, p. 6. chap. vii. p. 187, and chap. xv. p. 72, &c. 
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nounced unto you of a day which ye fhall not retard 
one hour, neither fhall ye haften. The unbelievers 
fay, We will by no means believe in this Koran, 
nor in that which hath been revealed before it’. But 
if thou couldeft fee when the unjuft doers fhall be 
fet before their Lorp! They will iterate difcourfe 
with one another: thofe who were efteemed weak fhall 
fay unto thofe who behaved themfelves arrogantly", 
Had it not been for you, verily we had been true 
believers. They who behaved themfelves arrogantly 
fhall fay unto thofe who were efteemed weak, Did 
we turn you afide from the true dire€tion, after it 
had come unto you? On the contrary, ye ated 
wickedly of your own free choice. And they who 
were efteemed weak fhall fay unto thofe who behaved 
with arrogance, Nay, but the crafty plot which ye de- 
vifed by night and by day, occafioned our ruin; when 
ye commanded us that we fhould not believe in 
Gop, and that we fhould fet up other gods as equals 
unto him. And they fhall conceal their repentance’, 
after they fhall have feen the punifhment prepared for 
them. And we will put yokes on the necks of thofe 
who fhall have difbelieved: fhall they be rewarded 
any otherwife than according to what they fhall have 
wrought? We have fent no warner unto any city, 
but the inhabitants thereof who lived in affluence 
faid, Vcrily we believe not that with which ye are fent. 
And thofe of Mecca alfo fay, We abound in riches 
and children more than ye; and we fhall not be pu- 
nifhed hereafter. Anfwer, Verily my Lorp will be- 
ftow provifion in abundance unto mee he pleafeth, 
and will be {paring unto whom he pleafeth: but the 


* Nor in that which hath heen re- come, both in the Pentateuch and in 
vealed before it.] It is faid thatthe the Gofpel; at which they were very 
infidels of Mecca, having inquired angry, and brake out into the words 
of the Jews and Chriftians concern- here recorded (1). 
ing the miffion of Mohammed, were K See chap. xiv. p. 64. not. *, 
afflured by them, that they found him ' See chap, x. p. 8. not. ©. 
Gefcribed as the prophet who fhould 


fs) Al Berpawi. 


greater 
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greater part of men know not this. Neither your 
riches nor your children are the things which fhall 
caufe you to draw nigh unto us with a near ap- 
proach: only whoever believeth, and worketh righ- 
teoufnefs, they fhall receive a double reward for that 
which they fhall have wrought; and they fhall dwell 
in fecurity in the upper apartments of paradife. But 
they who fhall endeavour to render our figns of none 
effeét, fhall be delivered up to punifhment. Say, 
Verily my Lorp will beftow provifion in abundance 
unto whom he pleafeth of his fervants, and will be 
{paring unto whom he pleafeth: and whatever thing 
ye fhall give in alms, he will return it; and he isthe 
beft provider of food. On a certain day he fhall ga- 
ther them all together: then fhall he fay unto the 
angels, Did thefe worfhip you? And the angels fhall 
anfwer, Gop forbid! thou art our friend, and not 
thefe: but they worfhipped devils; the greater part 
of them believed in them. On this day the one of 
you fhall not be able either to profit or to hurt the 
other. And we will fay unto thofe who have afted 
unjuftly, Tafte ye the pain of hell-fire, which ye 
rejefted as a falfehood. When our evident figns 
are read unto them, they fay of thee, OQ Monam- 
MED, This is no other than a man, who feeketh to 
turn you afide from the gods which your fathers 
worfhipped. And they fay of the Koran, This is 
no other than a lie blafphemoufly forged. And the 
unbelievers fay of the truth, when it is came unto 
them, This is no other than manifefl forcery: yet 
we have given them no books of {cripture wherein ta 
exercife themfelves, nor have we fent unto them any 
warner beforethee. They who were before them in 
like manner accufed their prophets of impofture: but 
thefe have not arrived unto the tenth part of the riches 
and itrength which we had beftowed on the former: 
and they accufed my apoftles of impofture; and how 
fevere was my vengeance! Say, Verily J} advife you 
unto one thing, namely, that ye ftand before Gop by 

T twc 
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two and two, and fingly™, and then confider fert- 
oufly, and you will find that there is no madnefs in 
your companion Mouamnep: he is no other than a 
warner unto you, fent before a fevere punifhment. 
Say, I afk not of you any reward for my preaching’; 
it 1s your own, either to give or not®: my reward is 
to be expected from Gopalone; andheiswitnefs over 
all things. Say, Verily my Lorp fendeth down the 
truth to his prophets: he is the knower of fecrets. 
Say, Truth is come, and falfehood is vanifhed, and 
{hall not return any more. Say, If I err, verily I 
fhall err only again{ft my own foul: but if I berightly 
direéted, it will be by that which my Lorp revealeth 
unto me; for he is ready to hear, and nigh unto 
thofe who call uponhim. If thou couldeft fee when 
the unbelievers fhall tremble’, and fhall find no re- 
fuge, and fhall be taken from a near place’, and 
fhall fay, We believe in him! But how fhall they 
receive the faith from a diftant place’; fince they 
had before denied him, and reviled the myfteries of 
faith, from a diftant place? And a bar fhall be 
placed between them and that which they fhall de- 


™ That ye ftand before Gop by 
two and two, or fing] zl i.e. That 
ye fet yourfelves to i iberate, and 


of any worldly view or intereft, de- 
claring that he defired no falary o3 
fupport from them, for executing his 


judge of me and my pretenfions 
coolly and fincerely, as in the fight 
of Gon, without paffion or preju- 
dice. The reafon why they are or- 
dered to confider either alone, or 
by two and two, at moft, together, 
is, becaufe that in larger affemblies, 
where noife, paffion, or prejudice 
enerally prevail, men have not that 
reedom of judgment which they 
have in private { 3). : 

® J afk not of youany reward, &c.] 
Mohammed, having in the preceding 
words anfwered the imputation of 
madnefs, or vain enthufiafm, by ap- 
ealing to their cooler thoughts of 
bim and his ations, endeavours, by 
thefe, to clear himfelf of the fufpicion 


(1) Al Bzipawi. 


commifhion, but expeted his wages 
from Gop alone. 

© See chap. xxv. p. 207. 

P When the unbelievers fhall treme 
ble.] Viz. At their death, or the 
day of judgment, or the battle of 
Bedr (2). 

9 And fhall be taken from a near 
place.] That is, from the outfide 
of the earth to the infide thereof; 
or, from before Gon’s tribunal to 
hell-fire; or from the plain of Bedr 
to the wel] into which the dead bodies 
of the flain were thrown (3). 

* From a diftant place.] i. e 


When they are in the other world ; 
whereas faith is to be received in 
this. 

(2) Idem. (3) Idem. 


fire; 
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fire; as it hath been done with thofe who behaved 
like them heretofore: becaufe they have been in a 
doubt which hath caufed {candal. 


CHAP. XXXV. 
Intitled, The Creator‘; revealed at MeEcca.: 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


RAISE be unto Gop, the Creator of heaven 

and earth; who maketh the angels his meffen- 
gers, furnifhed with two, and three, and four pair 
of wingst: Gop maketh what addition he pleafeth 
unto his creatures; for Gop is almighty. The mercy 
which Gop fhall freely beftow on mankind, there is 
none who can with-hold; and what he fhall with- 
hold, there is none who can beftow, befides him: 
and he is the mighty, the wife. Omen, remember 
the favour of Gop towards you: is there any creator, 
befides Gop, who provideth food for you from hea- 
venandearth? Thereisno Gop but he: how therefore 
are ye turned afide from acknowledging his unity ? 
If they accufe thee of impofture, apoftles before thee 
have alfo been accufed of impofture: and unto Gop 
fhall all things return. O men, verily the promife 
of Gop is true: let not therefore the prefent life de- 
ceive you, neither let the deceiver deceive you con- 
cerning Gop: for Saran is an enemy unto you: 
wherefore hold him for an enemy: he only inviteth 
his confederates to be the inhabitants of hell. For 
thofe who believe not there is prepared a fevere tor- 


* Some intitle this chapter, The 
Angels : both words occur in the firft 
verie. 

© Furnifhed with two, three, and 
four pair of wings.] That is, Some 
angels have a greater, and fome a 
leffer, number of wings, according 


to their different orders; the words 
not being defigned to exprefs the 
particular number. Gabriel is faid 
to have appeared to Mohammed, on 
the night he made his dene to 
heaven, with no lIefs than fix hun- 
dred wings (1). 


(1) Al Berpaw1. 


T4 


ment: 


‘396 AL KORAN. Cuap. 35. 


‘ment: but for thofe who fhall believe, and do that 
which is right, is prepared mercy and a great reward. 
Shall he therefore for whom his evil work hath been 
prepared, and who imagineth it to be good, be as he 
who is rightly difpofed, and difcerneth the truth? Ve- 
rily Gop will caufe to err whom he pleafeth, and will 
dire&t whom he pleafeth. Let not thy foul therefore 
be fpent in fighs for their fakes, on account of their 
obftinacy ; for Gop well knoweth that which they do. 
It is Gop who fendeth the winds, and raifeth a 
cloud; and we driye the fame unto a dead country, 
and thereby quicken the earth after it hath been 
dead: fo fhall the refurreétion bc". Whoever de- 
fireth excellence; unto Gon doth all excellence be- 
long: unto him afcendeth the good fpeech; and the 
righteous work will he exalt. But as for them who 
devife wicked plots”, they fhall fuffer a fevere pu- 
nifhment; and the device of thofe men fhall be ren- 
dered vain. Gop created you firft of the duft, and 
aftcrwards of feed*: and he hath made you man and 
wife. No female conceiveth, or bringeth forth, but 
with his knowledge. Nor is any thing added unto 
the age of him whofe life is prolonged, neither 1s any 
thing diminifhed from his age, but the fame is writ- 
ten in the book of GOD’sdecrees. Verily this is eafy 
with Gop. The two feas are not to be held in com- 
parifon; this 1s frefh and {weet, pleafant to drink; 
but that is falt and bitter’: yet out of each of them 
ye eat fifh*, and take ornaments" for you to wear. 
Thou feeft the fhips alfo plowing the waves thereof, 
that ye may feek to enrich yourfelves by commerce, 
of the abundance of GOD: peradventure ye will be 
thankful, He caufeth the night to fucceed the day, 
and he caufeth the day to fucceed the night; and he 
obligeth the fun and the mean to perform their fer- 


™ Sce chap. xxix. p. 247. not, *, The two colietive bodics of falt- 
w Who deyife wicked plots.] As water and frefh. See chap. xxv. p. 
tle Koreifh did again Mohammed. = 207. 
Sce chap. viii. p. 228. not. °, 2 See chap, xvi. p. 77. not. |, 
* See chap. xxii. p. 166, * Ornaments.] As pearls and co- 
y The two feas, &c ] That is, ral. Sce chap. xvi. p. 77. 


VICCS: 


Cuap. 35. AL KORAN. 297° 


vices: each of them runneth an appointed courfe. 
This is Gop, your Lorp: his is the kingdom. But 
the idols which ye invoke befides him, have not the 
power even over the fkin of a date-ftone: if ye in- 
voke them, they will not hear your calling; and al- 
though they fhould hear, yet they would not anfwer 
you. On the day of refurreétion they fhall difclaim 
your having affociated them with GOD: and none 
fhall declare unto thee the truth, like one who is well 
acquainted therewith, O men, ye have nced of 
Gop; but Gon is felf-fufficient, and to be praifed. 
If he pleafeth, he can take you away, and produce 
a new creature in your ftead: neither will this be dif- 
ficult with Gop, A burdened foul fhall not bear 
the burden of another: and if a heavy-burdened foul 
call on another to bear part of its burden, no part 
thereof fhall be borne by the perfon who fhall be called 
on, although he be ever fo nearly related. Thou 
fhalt admonifh thofe who fear their Lorp in fecret, 
and are conftant at prayer: and whoever cleanfeth 
himfelf from the guilt of difobedience, cleanfeth him- 
felf to the advantage of his own foul; for all fhall 
be affembled before Gop at the laft day. The 
blind and the feeing fhall not be held equal; neither 
darknefs and light: nor the cool fhade and the 
{corching wind: neither fhal] the living and the dead 
be held equal®. Gon fhall caufe him to hear whom 
he pleafeth: but thou fhalt not make thofe to hear 
who are in their graves*. Thou art no other thana 
preacher: verily we have fent thee with truth, a 
bearer of good tidings, and a denouncer of threats. 
There hath been no nation, but a preacher hath in 
paft times been converfant among them: if they 
charge thee with impofture, they who were before 
them likewife charged their apoftles with impofture. 


b The blind and the feeing fhall reward and punifhment. 
not be held cqual, age This paf- © Thofe who are in their graves. | 
fage cxpreffes the great difference be- 1. ¢. Thofe who obftinately perf 
tween a true believer and an infidel, — in their unbelief, who are compared 


truth and vanity, and their future to the dead. 
Their 
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Their apoftles came unto them with evident miracles, 
and with divine writings‘, and with the enlightening 
book‘: afterwards I chaftifed thofe who were unbe- 
lievers; and how fevere was my vengeance! Doft 
thou not fee that Gop fendeth down rain from hea- 
ven; and that we thereby produce fruits of various 
colours‘? In the mountains alfo there are fome 
tracks white and red, of various colours® ; and others 
are of a deep black: and of men, and beafis, and 
cattle, there are whofe colours are in like manner va- 
rious. Such only. of his fervants fear Gop, as are 
endued with underftanding: verily Gop is mighty, 
and ready to forgive. Verily they who read the book 
of Gop, and are conftant at prayer, and give alms 
out of what we have beftowed on them, both in fe- 
cret and openly, hope for a merchandife which fhall 
not perifh: that GOD may fully pay them their 
wages, and make them a fuperabundant addition of 
his liberality ; for he isready to forgive the faults of his 
fervants, andtorequite their endeavours. That which 
we have revealed unto thee of the book of the Ko- 
RAN, Is the truth, confirming the fcriptures which 
were revealed before it: for Gop knoweth and re- 
gardeth his fervants. And we have given the 
book of the Koran in heritage unto fuch of our 
fervants as we have chofen: of them there is one who 
injureth his own foul*; and there is another of them 
who keepeth the middle way‘; and there is another 
of them who out-ftrippeth others in good works, by 
the permiffion of Gop. This is the great excel- 
lence. They fhall be introduced into gardens of 


or lefs intenfe (1). 


@ Divine one As the vo- 
» Who injureth his own foul.] By 


lumes delivered to Abraham, and to 


other prophets before Motes. 

¢ The enlightening baok.] viz. 
The Law, or the Gofpel. 

f Of various colours.] That is, 
Of different kinds. See chap. xvi. 
Pp. 77. 

& Of various colouss.] Being more 


not practifing what he is taught and 
commanded in the Koran. 

* Who keepeth the middle way. ] 
That is, Who meaneth well, and per- 
formeth his duty for the moft part, 
but not perfeétly. 


(1) Al Berpawsz. 


perpetual 
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perpetual abode; they fhall be adorned therein with 
bracelets of gold and pearls, and their cloathing 
therein fhall be of filk: and they fhall fay, Praife be 
unto Gop, who hath taken away forrow from us: 
verily our Lorp is ready to forgive the finners, and 
to reward the obedient: who hath caufed us to take 
up our reft in a dwelling of eternal ftability, through 
his bounty, wherein no labour fhall touch us, neither 
fhall any wearinefs affe& us. But for the unbelievers 
is prepared the fire of hell: it fhall not be decreed 
them to die a fecond time; neither fhall any part of 
the punifhment thereof be made lighter unto them. 
Thus fhall every infidel be rewarded. And they 
fhall cry out aloud in hell, faying, Lorn, take us 
hence, and we will work righteoufnefs,' and not 
what we have formerly wrought. But it fhall be an- 
fwered them, Did we not grant you lives of length 
fufficient, that whoever would be warned might be 
warned therein; and did not the preacher* come un- 
to you? tafte therefore the pains of hell. And the 
unjuft fhall have no prote&tor. Verily Gop know- 
eth the fecrets both of heaven and earth, for he 
knoweth the innermoft parts of the breafts of men. 
It is he who hath made you to fucceed in the earth. 
Whoever fhall difbelieve, on him be his unbelief: 
and their unbelief fhall only gain the unbelievers 
greater indignation in the fight of their Lorn; and 
their unbelief fhall only increafe the perdition of the 
unbelievers. Say, What think ye of your deities 
which ye invoke befides Gop? Shew me what part 
of the earth they have created. Or had they any 
{hare in the creation of the heavens? Have we given 
unto the idolaters any book of revelations, fo that 
they may rely on any proof therefrom to authorize 
their praftice? Nay: but the ungodly make unto 
one another only deceitful promifes. Verily Gop 
fuftaineth the heavens and the earth, left they fail; 
and if they fhould fail, none could fupport the fame 
befides him: he is gracious and merciful. The 


k The preacher.] Viz. Mohammed. K 
OREISH 
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Koreisu {wore by Gon, with a moft folemn oath, 
that if a preacher had come unto them, they would 
furely have been more willingly diretted than any 
nation: but now a preacher is come unto them, It 
hath only increafed in them their averfion from the 
truth, their arrogance in the earth, and their con- 
triving ofevil; but the contrivance of evil fhallonly 
encompafs the authors thereof. Do they expeétany 
other than the punifhment awarded againft the unbe- 
lievers of former times? Forthou fhalt not find any 
change in the ordinance of Gop; neither fhalt thou 
find any variation in the ordinance of Gop. Have 
they not gone through the earth,and feen what hath 
been the end of thofe who were before them; al- 
though they were more mighty in ftrength than 
they ? Gop is not to be fruftrated by any thing cither 
in heaven or on earth; for he is wife and powerful. 
If Gop fhould punifh men according to what they 
deferve, he would not leave on the back of the 
earth fo much as a beaft: but he refpiteth them toa 
determined time; and when their time fhall come, 
verily Gop will regard his fervants. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 
Intitled, Y. S’; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


S.’ I fwear by the inftru€tive Koran, that 
e thou art one of the meffengers of Goon, fent 
to fhewthe right way. This is a revelation of the 


! The meaning of thefe lettcrs is other titles given it by Mohammed 
unknown (1): fome, however, froma _himfelf, ane particularly that of the 
tradition of Ebn Abbas, pretend they Heart of the Koran. The Mohamme- 
ftand for Ya infan, i. e. O man.  dansread it to dying perfons in their 
This chapter, it is faid, had feveral _laft agony (a). 


(1) See the Prelim, Dif. Se@&. III. p.78, &c. (2) V.Bosov. De vifit. 
zegrot. p. 17. 


moft 
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moft mighty, the merciful GOD; that thou mayeft 
warn a people whofe fathers were not warned, and 
who live in negligence. Our fentence™ hath juftly 
been pronounced againft the greater part of them; 
wherefore they fhall not believe. We have put yokes" 
on their necks, which come up to their chins; and 
they are forced to hold up their heads: and we have 
fet a bar before them, and a bar behind them’; and 
we have covered them with darknefs; wherefore 
they fhall not fee’. It fhall be equal unto them, 
whether thou preach unto them, or do not preach 
‘unto them; they fhall not believe. But thou fhalt 
preach with effe& unto him only who followeth the, 
admonition of the Koran, and feareth the Merciful 
in fecret. Wherefore bear good tidings unto him, 
of mercy, and an honourable reward. Verily we 
will reftore the dead to life, and will write down 
their works which they fhall have fent before them, 
and their footfteps which they fhall have left behind 
them‘: and every thing do we fet down in a plain 
regifter. Propound unto them as an example the 
inhabitants of the city of ANrioc, when the apoftles 
of Jesus came thereto": when we fent unto them 
two 


™ Our fentence.] viz. The fen- befet Mohammed’s houfe, and to 
tence of damnation, which Gop kill him (2), the prophet havin 
pronounced againft the greater part caufed Ali to lie down on his be 
of genii and men, at the fall of to deceive the affaffins, went out, 


Adam (1). and threw a handful of dufl at 
® Yokes.] Or collars, fuch as are them, repeating the nine firft vertes 
defcribed in page 55. not.*. of this shape which end here; and 


° We have fet a bar before them, that they were thereupon ftricken 
and a bar behind them.] That is, with blindnels, fo that they could not 
We have placed obitacles to prevent fee him (3). 
their looking either forwards or back- 4 And the footfteps which they 
wards. The whole paffage reprefents hall have left behind them.] As 
the blindnefs and invincible obftinacy their good or evil example, doc- 
with which Gop juftly curfes per-  trine, &c. 
verfe and reprobate men. ' When the apoftles of Jzsus 

P It is faid that when the Koreifh, came to Antioch.] To explain this, 
in purfuance of a refolution they had __paffage, the commentators tell the fol- 
taken, had fent a fele€t number to lowing ftory. a 

e 


(1) See chap. vii. p. 188. chap. xi. p. 33, &c. — (2) See the Prelim. 
Dic. Se&. II. p. 66. (3). V. Apune. vit. Moh, p. 50. 
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two of the faid apoftles*; but they charged them with 
impofture. Wherefore we ftrengthened them with a 
third'. Andthey faid, Verily we are fent unto you 
by GOD. The inhabitants anfwered, Ye are no other 
than men, as we are: neither hath the Merciful re- 
vealed any thing unto you: ye only publifh a lie. 
The apoftles replied, Our Lornp knoweth that we are 
really fent unto you: and our duty is only public 
preaching. Thofe of Antiocu faid, Verily we pre- 
fage evil from you: if ye defift not from preaching, 
we will furely ftone you, and a painful punifhment 
fhall be inflifted on you by us. The apoftles anfwer- 


The people of Antioch being ido-~ 
laters, tiem fent two of his dif- 
ciples thither to preach to them; 
and when they drew near the city, 
they found Habib, {urnamed al Naj- 
jar, or the Carpenter, feeding fheep, 
and acquainted him with their er- 
rand ; whereupon he afked them what 
proof they had of their veracity; 
and they told him they could cure 
the fick and the blind, and the le- 
pers: and to demonftrate the truth 
of what they faid, they laid their 
hands on a child of his, who was 
fick, and immediately reftored him 
to health. Habib was convinced 
by this miracle, and believed: after 
which they went into the city, and 
preached the worfhip of one true 
Gop, curing a great number of 
Bole of feveral infirmities: but 
at length, the affair coming to the 
prince’s car, he ordered them to be 
imprifoned for endeavouring to {e- 
duce the people. When Jesus heard 
of this, fe fent another of his dif- 
ciples, generally fuppofed to have 
been Simon Peter; who coming to 
Antioch, and appearing as a zealous 
idolater, foon infinuated himfelf in- 
to the favour of the inhabitants, 
and of their prince, and at length 
took an oppor unity to defire the 
prince would order the two per- 
fons, who, as he was informed, 
had been put in prifon for broach- 


ed, 


ing new opinions, to be brought 
betore him to be examined; and ac- 
cor oiney they were brought; when 
Peter, having previoufly warned 
them to take no notice that they 
knew him, afked them who fent 
them; to which they anfwered, 
Gop, who had created all things, 
and had no companion. He then 
required fome convincing proof of 
their miffion ; upon which they ree 
ftored a blind perfon to his fight, 
and performed fome other miracles, 
with which Peter feemed not to be 
fatisfied, for that, according to fome, 
he did the very fame miracles him- 
felf; but declared, that if their Gop 
could enable them to raife the dead, 
he would believe them: which con- 
dition the two apoftles accepting, a 
lad was brought who had been dead 
feven days, and at their prayers he 
was railed to life; and thereupon 
Peter acknowledged himfelf con- 
vinced, and ran and demolifhed the 
idols, a great many of the people 
following him, ad embracing the 
true faith: but thofe who believed 
not, were deftroyed by the cry of 
the angel Gabriel (1). 

® We fent unto them two “age 
Some fay thefe two were John an 
Paul; but others name different 
perfons. 

© A third,] viz. Simon Peter. 


(3) Al Zamaxy. Al Bes paws, &c. V. etiam Maxracec. in Alc. p. 580. 
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ed, Yourevil prefageis with yourfelves*: Although 
ye be warned, will ye perfift in your errors? Verily 
ye are a people who tranfgrefs exceedingly. Anda 
certain man” came haftily from the farther parts ofthe 
city, and faid, O my people, follow the meffengers 
of GOD; follow him who demandeth not any re- 
ward of you: for thefe are rightly dire&ted. * WhatX XIII 
reafon have I that I fhould not worfhip him who 
hath created me? for unto him fhall ye return. Shall 
I take other gods befides him? If the Merciful be 
pleafed to affli& me, their interceffion will not avail 
me at all, neither can they deliver me: then fhould 
I be in a manifeft error. Verily I believe in your 
Lorn; whereforehearken unto me. But they ftoned 
him: and as he died, it was faid unto him, Enter 
thou into paradife. And he faid, O that my people 
knew how merciful Gop hath been unto me! for he 
hath highly honoured me. And we fent not down 
againft his people, after they had flain him, an army 
from heaven, nor the other inftruments of deftruc- 
tion which we fent down on unbelievers in former 
days": there was only one cry of Gasriz. from 
heaven, and behold, they became utterly extin&. O 
the mifery of men! No apoftle cometh unto them, 
but they laugh him to fcorn. Do they not confider 
how many generations we have dcftroyed before 
them? Verily they fhall not return unto them: but 
all of them in general fhall be affembled before us. 
One fign of the refurreétion unto them 1s the dead 
earth’: we quicken the fame by the rain, and pro- 


X Nor the other inftruments of de- 


® Your evil prefage is with your- 
felves,] i.¢, If any evil befall you, it 
will be the confequence of your own 
obftinacy and unbelief Sce chap. 
Xxvii. p, 227. not.4 

¥ A certain man.] This was Habib 
al Najjar, whofe martyrdom is here 
defcribed: his tomb is fill fhewn 
near Antioch, and is much vafited by 
the Mohammedans (1). 


Aru@ion, which we fent down on 
unbelievers in former days.] As a 
deluge, or fhower of ftones, or a fuf- 
focating wind, &c. The words may 
alfo be tranflated, Nor did we detet- 
mine to fend down fuch executioners 
of our juftice. 
Y See chap. xxix. p. 247. not.*, 


(1) V. Scuurrens. Indic. Geogr. ad calcem Vite Saladini, voce Antiochia. 
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duce thereout various forts of grain, of which they 
eat. And we make therein gardens of palm-trees, 
and vines; and we caufe fprings to gufh forth in 
the fame; that they may eat of the fruits thereof, and 
of the labour of their hands. Will they not therefore 
givethanks? Praife be unto him who hath created 
all the different kinds, bothof vegetables, which the 
earth bringeth forth, and of their own fpecies, by 
forming the two fexes, and alfo the various forts of 
things which they know not. The night alfo is a 
fign unto them: we withdraw the day from the fame, 
and behold, they are covered with darknefs: and 
the fun hafteneth to his place of reft*. This is the 
difpofition of the mighty, thewifeGOD. And for 
the moon have we appointed certain manfions *, un- 
til fhe change, and return to be like the old branch 
of a palm-tree". It is not expedient that the fun 
fhould overtake the moon in her courfe; neither 
doth the night outftrip the day: but each of thefe 
luminaries moveth in a peculiar orbit. It is a fign 
alfo unto them, that we carry their offspring in the 
fhip filled with merchandife‘; and that we have made 
for them other conveniencies like unto 1t°, whereon 
they ride. If we pleafe, we drown them, and 
there is none to help them; neither are they de- 


® The fun hafteneth to his place of 
reft.] That is, he hafteneth to run his 
daily courfe: the fetting of the fun 
refembling atraveller’s going to reft. 
Some copies vary in this place, and, 
inftead of Limoltakarrin laha, read la 
Moftakarra laha; according to which 
the fentence fhould be wendered: The 
fun runneth his courfe without ceafing, 
and hath nota place of reft. 

® Certain manfions.] Viz. thefe are 
twenty-eight conftellations, through one 
of which the moon paffes every night, 
thence called the manfions or houfes of 
the moon (1). 

b Until the return to be like the 


branch of an old palm-tree.] For 
when a palm branch grows old, it 
fhrinks, and becomes crooked and 
yellow, not ill reprefenting the ap- 
pearance of the new moon, 

© That we carry their offspring in 
the fhip filled with iano 
Some fuppole that the deliverance o 
Noah and his companions in the ark 
is here intended: and then the words 
fhould be tranflated, That we carried 
their progeny in the ark, filled with 
living creatures, 

¢ Other conveniencies like unto it. ] 
As camels, which are the land-fhips; 
or leffer veffels and boats. 


(1) See the Prelim. Dilfc, Se&. I. p. 41. 
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livered, unlefs through our mercy, and that they 
may enjoy life for a feafon. When it is faid unto 
them, Fear that which is before you, and that which 
is behind you‘, that ye may obtain mercy; they 
withdraw from thee: and thou doft not bring them 
one fign, of the figns of their Lorp, but they turn 
afide from the fame. And when it is faid unto 
them, Give alms of that which Gop hath beftowed 
on you ; the unbelievers fay unto thofe who believe, 
by way of mockery, Shall we feed him whom Gop 
can feed, if he pleafeth*? Verily ye are in no other 
than a manifeft error. And they fay, When will this 
promife of the refurre€tion be fulfilled, if ye fpeak 
truth? They only wait for one founding of the trum- 
pet®, which fhall overtake them while they are dif- 
puting together; and they fhall not have time to 
make any difpofition of their effeéts, neither fhall 
they return to their family. And the trumpet fhall 
be founded again"; and behold they fhall come 
forth from their graves, and haften unto their Lorn. 
They fhall fay, Alas for us! who hath awakened us 
from our bed‘? This is what the Merciful promifed 
us; and his apoftles fpoke the truth. It fhall be but 
one found of the trumpet, and behold, they fhall be 
all affembled before us. On this day no foul fhall 
be unjuftly treated in the leaft; neither fhall ye be 
rewarded, but according to what ye fhall have 
wrought. On this day the inhabitants of paradife 


* Fear that which is before you, whereas Gon permits fome to be in 
and that which is behind you] i.e. want, to try the rich, and exercife 
The punifhment of this world and _ their charity. 
of the next. © See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV. 

f Shall we feed him whom Gop _ p. 108, 109, 110. and the notes to 
can feed, if he pleafes?] When the chap. xxxix. 
poor Moflems afked alms of the h See ibid. 
richer Koreifh, they told them, that i Who hath awakened us from 
if Gop could provide for them, as our bed.] For they fhall fleep dur- 
they imagined, and did not, it was ing the interval between thele two 
in argument that they deferved not blafts of the trumpet, and fhall feel 
“his favour fo well as themfelves: no pain (1). 


(1) JarLaro’ppin. 


VOL. Ie U fhall 
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fhall be wholly taken up with joy: they and their 
wives fhall reft in fhady groves, leaning on magnifi- 
cent couches. There fhall they have fruit, and they 
fhall obtain whatever they fhall defire. Peace fhall 
be the word {poken unto the righteous, by a merciful 
Lorp: but he fhall fay unto the wicked, Be ye fe- 
parated this day, O ye wicked, from the righteous. 
Did I not command you, O fons of Apam, that ye 
fhould not worfhip Satan; becaufe he was an open 
enemy unto you? And did I not fay, Worfhip me; 
this is the right way? But now hath he feduced a 
great multitude of you: did ye not therefore under- 
{ftand? This is hell, with which ye were threatened: 
be ye caft into the fame this day, to be burned; for 
that ye have been unbelievers. On this day we will 
{eal up their mouths, that they fhall not open them in 
their own defence; and their hands fhall {peak unto 
us, and their feet fhall bear witnefs of that which 
they have committed". If we pleafed, we could put 
out their eyes, and they might run with emulation 
in the way they ufe to take; and how fhould they fee 
their error? And if we pleafed, we could transform 
them into other fhapes, in their places where they 
fhould be found; and they fhould not be able to de- 
part: neither fhould they repent’. Unto whomfoever 
we grant a long life, him do we caufe to bow down 
his body through age. Will they not therefore under- 
ftand? We have not taught Monamnep the art of 
poetry”; nor is it expedient for him to be a poet. 
This book is no other than an admonition from GOD, 
and a perfpicuous Koran; that he may warn him 
who is living”: and the fentence of condemnation will 


noe the Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV. 
@ a1 ® 

1 If we pleafed, we could put out 
their eyes, &c. ] That is, They deferve 
to be thus treated for their infidelit 
and difobedience; but we bear wit 
them out of mercy, and grant them 
reipite. 

.™ We have not taught Moham- 


med the art of poetry.] This is in 
an{wer to the infidels, who pretended 
the Koran was only a poetical com- 
polition. 

® Him who is living.] i. e. En- 
dued with underftanding; the ftu- 
pid and carelefs being like dead per- 
fons /3). 


(3) Al Berpawsz. 


be 
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be juftly executed on the unbelievers. Do they not 
confider that we have created for them, among the 
things which our hands have wrought, cattle of feveral 
kinds, of which they are poffeffors ; and that we have 
put the fame in fubjeGtion under them? Some of 
them are for their riding; and on fome of them do 
they feed: and they receive other advantages there- 
from; and of their milk do they drink. Will they 
not, therefore, be thankful? They have taken other 
gods, befides Gop, in hopes that they may be affifted 
by them: but they are not able to give them any 
affiftance: yet are they a party of troops ready to 
defend them. Let not their {fpeech, therefore, grieve 
thee: we know that which they privately conceal, and 
that which they publicly difcover. Doth not man 
know that we have created him of feed? yet behold, 
he is an open difputer againft the refurreétion: and 
he propoundeth unto us a comparifon, and forgetteth 
his creation. He faith, Who fhall reftore bones to life, 
when they are rotten°? Anfwer, He fhall reftore 
them to life, who produced them the firft time: for 
he is fkilled in every kind of creation: who giveth 
you fire out of the green tree’; and behold, ye kin- 
dle your fewel from thence. Is not he who hath 
created the heavens and the earth, able to create new 
creatures like unto them? Yea, certainly: for he is 
the wife Creator. His command, when he willeth 
a thing, is only that he faith unto it, Be; and it 1s. 
Wherefore praife be unto him, in whofe hand is the 
kingdom of all things, and unto whom ye fhall re- 
turn at the laft day. 

Toe Tee te Mehmet of rea 
green tree, | The ufual way of ftrik- Afar: and it will {ucceed, even 


ing fire in the eaft, is by rubbing though the wood be green and wet 
together two pieces of wood, one of (1). 


(1) V. Hypz, de Rel. Vet. Perf, c. xxv. p. 933) &c. 


U 2 CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


Intitled, Thofe who rank themfelves in order; 
revealed at MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


B* the angels who rank themfelves in order‘; 
and by thofe who drive forward and difpel the 
clouds; and by thofe who read the Koran for an 
admonition; verily your Gop is one: the Lorp of 
heaven and earth, and of whatever is between them, 
and the Lorp of the eaftt. We have adorned the 
lower heaven with the ornament of the ftars: and 
we have placed therein a guard againft every rebel- 
lious devil; that they may not liften to the difcourfe 
of the exalted princes, (for they are darted at from 
every fide, to repel them, and a lafting torment is 
prepared for them ;) except him who catcheth a word 
by ftealth, and is purfued by a fhining flame’. Atk 
the Meccans, therefore, whether they be ftronger 
by nature, or the angels whom we have created? 
We have furely created them of ftiff clay. Thou 
wondereft at Gon’s power and their obftinacy: but 


« By the angels who rank them- 
{elves in order, &c.] Some under- 
ftand by thefe words, the fouls of 
men who range themfelves in obe- 


thoughts and inclinations; or, who 
drive away the devils from them, 
&c. (2), 


dience to Gon’s laws, and put away 
from them al) infidelity and corrupt 
doings; or the fouls of thofe who 
rank themfelves in battle array, to 
fight for the true religion, and pufh 
re ai horfes to charge the infidels, 

c. (1). 

. Who drive forward the clouds. ] 
Or, who put in motion all bodies, 
in the upper and lower world, ac- 
cording to the divine command; or, 
who keep off men from difobedience 
to Gop, by infpiring them with good 


(1) Al Berpawr. 
(4) Marracc. in Alc. p. 589. 


(2) Idem. 


© The eaft.] The original word, 
being in the plural number, is fup- 
pofed to fignify the different points 
of the horizon from whence the fun 
rifes in the courfe of the year, which 
are in number 360, (equal to the num- 
ber of days in the old civil year,) and 
have as many correfponding points 
where it fucceffively {ets during that 
{pace (3). Marracci groundlefsly ima- 
gines this interpretation to be built 
on the error of the plurality of worlds 


4). 
* Sec chap. xv. p. 70. 
(3) Idem, Yanya, 


they 
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they itiock at the arguments urged to convince them: 
when they are warned, they do not take warning ; 
and when they fee any fign, they fcoff thereat, and 
fay, This is no otherthan manifeft forcery : after we 
fhall be dead, and become duft and bones, fhall we 
really be raifed to life, and our forefathers alfo? 
Anfwer, Yea: and ye fhall then be defpicable. There 
fhall be but one blaft of the trumpet, and they fhall 
fee themfelves raifed: and they fhall fay, Alas for 
us! this is the day of judgment; this is the day of 
diftin@ion between the righteous and the wicked, 
which ye rejefted as a falfehood. Gather together 
thofe who have ated unjuftly, and their comrades, 
and the idols which they worfhipped befides Gon, 
and dire€&t them in the way to hell: and fet them 
before Gop’s tribunal; for they fhall be called to 
account. What aileth you, that ye defendnot one 
another? But on this day they fhall fubmit them- 
felves to the judgment of GOD: and they fhall 
draw nigh unto one another, and fhall difputeamong 
themfelves. And the feduced fhall fay unto thofe 
who feducedthem, Verily ye came unto us with pre- 
fages of profperity®; and the feducers fhall anfwer, 
Nay, rather ye were not true believers: for we had 
no power over you to compel you; but ye were 
people who voluntarily tranfgreffed: wherefore the 
fentence of our Lorp hath been juftly pronounced 
againft us, and we fhall furely tafte his vengeance. 
We feduced you ; but we alfo erred ourfelves. They 
fhall both therefore be made partakers of the fame 
punifhment onthatday. Thus will we deal with the 
wicked: becaufe, when it is faid unto them, There is 
no god befides the true Gon, they fwell with arro- 
gance, and fay, Shall we abandon our gods for a 
diftraéted poet? Nay; he cometh with the truth, 
and beareth witnefs to the former apoftles. Ye fhall 
furely tafte the painful torment of hell: and ye fhall 


¥ With prefages of profperity.] force, to compel us; or, With an oath; 
Literally, from the right-hand. ‘The {wearing that yc were in the right. 
words may alfo be rendered, With 
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not be rewarded, but according to your works. But 
as for the fincere fervants of Gop, they fhall have 
acertain provifion in paradife, namely, delicious 
fruits; and they fhall be honoured: they fhall be 
placed in gardens of pleafure, leaning on couches, 
oppofite to one another”: acup fhall be carried 
round unto them, filled from a limpid fountain, for 
the delight of thofe who drink: it fhall not opprefs 
the underftanding, neither fhall they be inebriated 
therewith. And near them fhall lie the virgins of 
paradife, refraining their looks from beholding any 
befides their fpoufes, having large black eyes, and 
refembling the eggs of an oftrich, covered with fea- 
thers from the duft*. And they fhall turn the one 
unto the other, and fhall afk one another queftions. 
And one of them fhall fay, Verily I had an intimate 
friend while I lived in the world, who faid unto me, 
Art thou one of thofe who afferteft the truth of the 
refurre€tion ? After we fhall be dead, and reduced 
to duft and bones, fhall we furely be judged? 
Then he fhall fay to his companions, Will ye look 
down? And he fhall look down, and fhall fee him 
in the midft of hell: and he fhall fay unto him, By 
Gop, it wanted little but thou hadift drawn me into 
ruin; and had it not been for the grace of my 
Lorp, I had furely been one of thofe who have been 
delivered up to eternal torment. Shall we die any 
other than our firft death; or do we fuffer any pu- 
nifhment? Verily this is great felicity: for the ob- 
taining a felicity like this let the labourers labour. 
Is this a better entertainment, or the tree of AL 
ZAKKUM’? Verily we have defigned the fame for 
an occafion of difpute unto the unjuft *. Itis a tree 


Ww See chap. xv. p. 72. not.9. 

* Refembling the eggs of an oftrich, 
&c.] This may feem an odd compa- 
rifon to an Eutopean; but the ori- 
entals think nothing come fo near the 
colour of a fine woman’s fkin, as that 
i an oftrich’s egg when kept perfeétly 
clean, 


Y Al Zakkim.] There is a thorny 


tree fo called, which grows in Tehé- 
ma, and bears fruit like an almond, 
but extremely bitter; and therefore the 
fame name is given to this infernal 
trec. 
* An occafion of difpute.] The in 
fidels not conceiving how a tree could 
row inhelJ, where the ftones them- 
elves ferve for fewel. 


which 
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which iffueth from the bottom of hell: the fruit 
thereof refembleth the heads of devils*; and the 
damned fhall eat of the fame, and fhall fill their bel- 
lies therewith; and there fhall be given them there- 
on amixture of filthy and boiling water to drink: 
afterwards fhall they returninto hell’. They found 
their fathers going aftray, and they trod haftily in 
their footfteps: for the greater part of the ancients 
erred before them. And we fent warners unto them 
heretofore: and fee how miferable was the end of 
thofe who were warned; except the fincere fervants 
of Gop. Noau called on us in former days, and 
we heard him gracioufly: and we delivered him and 
his family out of the great diftrefs; and we caufed 
his offspring to be thofe who furvived to people the 
earth: and we left the following falutation to be be- 
{towed on him by the lateft pofterity, namely, Peace 
be on Noan among all creatures! Thus do we re- 
ward the righteous; for he was one of our fervants 
the true believers. Afterwards we drowned the 
others. Asrauam alfo was of his religion’: when 
he came unto his Lorn with a perfe@ heart. When 
he faid unto his father and his people, What do ye 
worfhip? Do ye choofe falfe gods preferably to the 
true Gop? What therefore is your opinion of the 
Lorp of all creatures? And he looked and obferved 
she ftars, and faid, Verily I fhall be fick*, and fhall 
not affift at your facrifices : and theyturned their backs, 


® Ofdevils.] Or of ferpents ug) 
to behold : the origi word: iguihes 
both. 

b Afterwards fhall they return into 
hell.] Some fuppofe that the enter- 
tainmcnt above-mentioned, will be the 
welcome given the damned beforethey 
enter that place; and others, that the 
will be futtered to come out of hell 
from time to time, ta drink their 
icalding liquor. 

* Abraham alfo was of his religion. } 
For Noah and he agreed in the Sandee 


mental points both of faith and prac- 
tice; though the fpace between them 
was no lefs than 2640 years (1). 

4 And he obferved the ftars, and 
faid, I fhall be fick.] He made as 
if he gathered fo much from the 
alpe€&t of the heavens, (the people 
being greatly addifted to the fuper- 
ftitions of aftrology), and made it 
his excufe for being abfent from their 
feltival, to which they had invited 
him. 


(3) Al Bexpaws. 
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and departed from him*. And AsraHam went pri- 
vately to their gods, and faid fcoffingly unto them, 
Do ye not eat of the meat which is fet before you? 
Whataileth you that ye fpeak not? And he turned 
upon them, and ftruck them with his right-hand, 
and demolifhed them. And the people came hattily 
unto him: and he faid, Do ye worfhip the images 
which ye carve? whereas Gop hath created you, and 
alfo thatwhich ye make. They faid, Build a pile for 
him, and caft him into the glowing fire. And they 
devifed a plot againit him; but we made them the 
inferior, and delivered him’. And Asranan faid, 
Verily I am going unto my Lorp’, who will direé& 
me. O Lorp, grant mea righteous iffue. Where- 
fore we acquainted him that he fhould havea fon, 
who fhould be a meek youth. And when he had at- 
tained to years of difcretion", and could join in aéts 
of religion with him; Asrauam faid unto him, Omy 
fon, verily I faw ina dream that I fhould offer thee 
zn facrifice’: confider therefore what thou art of 
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© And they turned their backs, ore 
Fearing he had fome contagious dif- 
temper (1). 

* See chap. xxi. p. 157, &c. 

& Unto my Lorp.]} i. ¢. Whither 
he hath commanded me. 

> To years of difcretion.] He was 
then thirteen yeats old (2). 

4 I dreamed that I fhould facrifice 
thee. &c.] ‘The commentators fay, 
that Abraham was ordered ina vifion, 
which he faw on the eighth night of 
the month Dhu’ thajja,tofacrifice his fon; 
and to affure him that this was not froin 
the devil, as he was inclined to fufpeét, 
the fame vifion was repeated a fecond 
time the next night, when he knew it 
to be from Gop, and alfo athird time 
the night following, when he relolved 
tuubey it, and to facrifice his fon: 
and hence fomethink the 8th, gth, and 
:oth days of Dhwu’lhajja are called 
Yawm alterwiya, yawm arafat, and 
vewm alnehi; that is, the day of the 


‘1) Al Berpawt. 


opinion 


vifion, the day of knowledge, and 
the day of the facrifice. 

It is the moft received opinion 
among the Mohammedans, that the 
fon whom Abraham offered was 
I{mael, and not Ifaac; Jfmael be- 
ing his only fon at thattime: for 
the promife of Ifaac’s birth is men- 
tioned lower, as fub{fequent in time 
to this tranfa&ion. They alfo al- 
ledge the teltimony of their pro- 
phet, who is reported to have faid, 
I am the fon of the two who were 
offered in facrifice; meaning his 
great anceftor Ifmacl, and his own 
father Abd’allah: for Abd’almotal- 
Jeb had made a vow, that if Gop 
would permit him to find out and 
open the well Zemzem, and fhould 
give him ten fons, he would facri- 
fice one of them; accordingly, 
when he had obtained his defire in 
both refpeéts, he caft lots on his 
fons, and the lot falling on Abd’al- 


‘2) Idem. 


lah, 
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opinion I fhoulddo. He anfwered, O my father, do 
what thou art commanded: thou fhalt find me, if 
Gop pleafe, a patient perfon. And when they had 
fubmitted themfelves to the divine will, and Asranam 
had laid his fon proftrate on his face“, we cried unto 
him, O Asrauam, now haft thou verified the vifion. 
Thus do we reward the righteous. Verily this was 
a manifeft trial, And we ranfomed him with a no- 
ble vi@im'. And we left the following falutation to 
be beftowed on him by the lateft pofterity, namely, 
Peace be on AsrAuaM! Thus do we reward the 
righteous: for he was one of our faithful fervants, 
And we rejoiced him with the promife of Isaac, a 
righteous prophet; and we bleffed him and Isaac; 
and of their offspring were fome righteous doers, and 
others who manifeftly injured their own fouls. We 
were alfo gracious unto Moszs and Aaron, hereto- 
fore: and we delivered them and their people from 
a great diftrefs. And we affifted them againft the 
Ecyptians; and they became the conquerors. And 
we gave them the perfpicuous book of the law, and 
we dire€ted them into the right way: and we left 
the following falutation, to be beftowed on them by 
the lateft pofterity, namely, Peace be on Moses and 


which Abel facrificed; having been 
brought to Abraham out of para. 
dife. Others fancy it was a wild- 
goat, which came down from mount 


Jah, he redeemed him by offering an 
hundred damels, which was therefore 
ordered to be the price of a man’s 
blood in the Sonna (1). 


K And had laid ham proftrate on 
his face.] The commentators add, 
that Abraham went fo far as to draw 
the knife with all his ftrength acrofs 
the lad’s throat; but was miraculoufly 
hindered from hurting him (2). 

1 A noble viim.] The epithet 
of great or noble is here added, either 
becaufe it was large and fat, or be- 
caufe it was accepted as the ranfom of 
a prophet. Some fuppofe this viétim 
wasa ram; and, if we may believe 
@ common tradition, the very fame 


1) Idem, JaLLALo’ppIN, Al ZAMAHK. 
(4) V. D’Heas. Bibl. Orient. Art. I{mail. 


(3) Idem. 


Thabir, mear Mecca: for the Mo- 
hammedans lay the fcene of this 
tranfaétion in the valley of Mina; 
as a proof of which they tell us, 
that the horns of the vidim were 
hung up on the {pout of the Caaba, 
where they remained until they were 
burnt, together with that building, 
in the days of Abdallah Ebn Zo- 
beir (3); though others affure us, 
that they had been before taken down 
by Mohammed himfelf, to remove alk 
occalion of idolatry (4). 


(2) Idem, JALLALO’pDIN. 


Aaron! 
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Aaron! Thus do we reward the righteous; for they 
were two of our faithful fervants. And Extas™ was 
alfo one of thofe who were fent by us. When he faid 
unto his people, Doyenot fear GOD? Do yeinvoke 
Baat,and forfake the moft excellent Creator? Gop 
is your Lorp, and the Lorp of your fore fathers. 
But they accufed him of impofture: wherefore they 
fhall be delivered up to eternal punifhment; except 
the fincere fervants of Gop. And we left the fol- 
lowing falutation to be beftowed on him by the lateft 
pofterity, namely, Peace be on Ityasin"! Thus do 
we reward the righteous: for he was one of our 
faithful fervants. And Lor was alfo one of thofe who 
were fent by us. When we delivered him and his 
whole family, except an old woman, his wife, who 
perifhed among thofe that remained behind: after- 
wards we deftroyed the others°. And ye, O people 
of Mecca, pafs by the places where they once dwelt, 
as ye journey in the morning, and by night: will ye 
not therefore underftand? Jonas was alfo one of 
thofe who were fent by us’. When he fled‘intothe 
loaded fhip; and thofe who were on board catft lots 
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™ Elias.] This prophet the Mo- followers, or thofe who refembled 


hammedans generally {uppofe to be 
the fame with al Khedr, and confound 
him with Phineas (1), and fometimes 
with Edris, or Enoch. Some fay he 
was the fon of Yafin, and nearly re- 
lated to Aaron; and others fuppofe 
him to have beena different perfon. 
He was fent to the inhabitants of Baal- 
bec, in Syria, the Heliopolis of the 
Greeks, to reclaim them from the wor- 
fhip of their idol Baal, or the fun, 
whofe name makes part of that of the 
city, which was anciently called Becc 
2 


( : Ily&fin.] The commentators do 
not well know what to make of this 
word. Some think it is the plural of 
Elias, or, as the Arabs wnite it, Ilyas, 
and that both that prophet and his 


(3) See chap. xviii. p. 122, not.”, 
2 


e 


him, are meant thereby: others divide 
the word, and read 4l Yafin, i.e. the 
family of Yafin, who was the father of 
Elias, according to an opinion mene 
tioned above: and others imagine it 
fignifies Mohammed, or the Kor4n, 
or fome other book of {cripture. But 
the moft probable conjefture is, that 
Ilyas and Ilyafin are the fame name, 
or defign one and the fame perfon, as 
Sinai and Sinin denote one and the 
fame mountain; the aft {yllable being 
added here, tokcep up the rhyme, or 
cadence, at the clofe of the verfe. 

© See chap. vii. p. 201. &c, and 
chap. xi. p. 27, &c. 

P Seechap.x. p. 13. 

@ See chap. xxi. p. 163. 


(2) Jaupar. Al B 


“among 
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among themfelves‘, and he was condemned": and 
the fifh {wallowed him‘; for he was worthy of re- 
prehenfion. And if he had not been one of thofe 
who praifed Gop’, verily he had remained in the 
belly thereof until the day of refurre€tion. And we 
caft him on the naked fhore, and he was fick”: and 
we caufed a plant of a gourd” to grow up over him ; 
and we fent him to an hundred thoufand perfons, or 
they were a greater number, and they believed: 
wherefore we granted them to enjoy this life for a 
feafon. Inquire of the Meccans whether thy Lorn 
hath daughters, and they fons’? Have we created 
the angels of the female fex? and were they witneffes 
thereof? Dothey not fay of their own falfeinvention, 
Gop hath begotten iflue? and are they not really 
liars? Hath he chofen daughters preferably to fons? 
Ye have no reafon to judge thus. Will ye not there- 
fore be admonifhed? Or have ye a manifeft proof 


® They caft lots.] Al Beidawi fays 
the fhip ftood ftock ftill; wherefore 
they concluded, that they had a fu- 
gitive fervant on board, and caft lots 
to find him out. 


The opinions of the Mohammedan 
writers, as to the time Jonas con- 
tinued in the fifh’s belly, differ very 
much: fome fuppofe it was a part 
of a day, others three days, others 


® He was condemned.] i. e, He 
was taken by the lot. 

© The fith fwallowed him.] When 
the lot fell on Jonas, he cried out, I 
am the fugitive; and immediately 
threw himfelf into the fea (1). 

@ One of thofe who praifed Gon.] 
The words {eem to relate particularly 
to Jonas’s fupplication while in the 
whale’s belly (2). 

w He was fick.] By reafon of 
what he had fuffered; his body be- 
coming like that of a new-born child 
(3). It is faid that the fith, after it 
had {wallowed Jonas, {wam after the 
fhip with its head above water, that 
the se te might breathe; who 
continued to praife Gop til] the 
fifh came to land, and vomited him 
out. 


(1) Jatrazo’pnin, Al Berpawt. 


(3) Al Berpawt. 


4) Idem. 
3 (4) 


(5) Idem. 
ric. lib. 9. Gas. Sronit. de Urb. Orient. ad calcem Geogr. Nub. p. ga. & 
Hotrincer. Hit. Orient. p. 78, &c. 


feven, others twenty, and others forty 


4). 

* A gourd. ] The original word pro- 
perly fignifies a plant which fpreads 
itfelf upon the ground, having no 
ere& ftalk or flem to fupport it; and 
particularly a gourd: though fome 
imagine Jonas’s plant to have been 
a fig; and others the {mall tree or 
fhrub called Mauz (5), which bears 
very large leaves, and excellent fruit 
(6). The commentators add, that 
this plant withered the next morn 
ing, and that Jonas being much con- 
cerned at it, Gop made a remon 
{trance to him in behalf of the Nine- 
vites, agreeable to what is recorded in 
{cripture, 

Y Sce chap. xvi. p. 8% 


hap. xxi. p. 169. 
() 6) Vi. Lom Defer 


of 
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of what ye fay? Produce now your book of revela- 
tions, if ye fpeak truth. And they make him to be 
of kin unto the genii’; whereas the genii know that 
they who affirm fuch things, fhall be delivered up to 
eternal punifhment; (far be that from Gop, which 
they affirm of him!) except the fincere fervants of 
Gop. Moreover ye, and that which ye worfhip, 
fhall not feduce any concerning GOD, except him 
who is deftined to be burned in hell. There is none 
of us, but hath an appointed place: we range our- 
{elves in order, attending the commands of GOD; and 
we celebrate the divine praife*. The infidels faid, If 
we had been favoured with a book of divine revela- 
tions, of thofe which were delivered to the ancients, 
we had furely been fincere fervants of Gop: yet 
now the Koran Is revealed, they believe not therein; 
but hereafter fhall they know the confequence of their 
unbelief. Our word hath formerly been given unto 
our fervants the apoftles; that they fhould certainly 
be affifted againft the infidels, and that our armies 
fhould furely be the conquerors. Turn afide there- 
fore from them for a feafon; and fee the calamities 
which fhall afflict them; for they fhall fee thy future 
fuccefs and profperity. Do they therefore feek to haf- 
ten our vengeance? Verily,when it fhall defcend into 
their courts, an evil morning fhall it be unto thofe 
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* The genii.] That is, the angels 
who are alfo comprehended under 
the name of genii, being a fpecies of 


ftation and office appointed them by 
Gop, whole commands they are at all 
times ready to execute, and whofe 


them. Some fay that the infidels 
went fo far as to affert, that Gop 
and the devil were brothers (1); which 
blafphemous expreflion may have 
been occafioned by the Magian no- 
tions. 

® There is none of us, but hath an 
appointed place, &c.}] Thcefe words 
are fuppoled to be fpoken by the 
ansels, difclaiming the worhhip paid 
to them by the idolaters, and de- 
Garing that they have cach their 


praifes they continually fing. There 
are fome expolitors, however, who 
think they are the words of Moham- 
med and his followers; the meaning 
being, that each of them has a place 
deftined for him in paradife, and that 
they are the men who range themfelves 
in order before Gop, to worfhip and 
pray to him, and who celebrate his 
praife, by reje€ting every falfe notion 
derogatory to the cine wiidom and 
power, 


(1) Al BEIDAW1!. 


who 
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who were warned in vain. Turn afide from them 
therefore for a feafon; and fee: hereafter fhall they 
fee thy fuccefs and their punifhment. Praife be unto 
thy Lorp, the Lorp who is far exalted above what 
they affirm of him! And peace be on his apoftles! 
And praife be unto Gon, the Lorp of all creatures! 


CHAP. XXXVIIIL 
Intitled S; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


S > By the Koran full of admonition’. Verily 
e the unbelievers are addiéted to pride and con- 
tention. How many generations have we deftroyed 
before them? and they cried for mercy, but it was 
not a time to efcape. They wonder that a warner 
from among themfelves hath come unto them. And 
the unbelievers faid, This man is a forcerer, and a 
liar: doth he affirm the gods to be but one Gop? 
Surcly this is a wonderful thing. And the chief men 
among them departed“, faying one to another, Go, 
and perfevere in the worfhip of your gods: verily this 
is the thing which is defigned®. We have not heard 
any thing like this in the laft religion’: this is no 


b The meaning of this letter is un- 
known (1): fome guefs it ftands for 
Sidk, i. e. Truth; or for Sadaka, 
i.e. He (viz. Mohammed) fpeaketh 
the truth: and others propofe dif. 
ferent conjectures, all equally uncer- 
tain. 

© By the Koran, &c ] Something 
mult be underftood to anfwer this 
oath, which the commentators vari- 
oufly fupply. 

4 The chief men among them de- 
parted, &c.] On the convertion of 
Omar, the Koreifh being greatly irri- 
tated, the moft confiderable of them 


(. See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. III. p. 78, &c. 


3) Idem. 


went in a body to Abu Taleb, to com- 
plain to him of his nephew Moham- 
med’s proceedings: but being con- 
founded and put to filence + the 
prophet’s arguments, they left the af- 
fembly; and encouraged one another 
in their obftinacy (2). 

© This is the thing which is de- 
figned.] Namely, to draw us from 
their worfhip. 

f In the laft religion.j i.e. In the 
religion which we received from our 
fathers ; or, in the religion of Jesus, 
which was the laft before the miffion 
of Mohammed (3). 


(2) Al Bripawt. 
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other than a falfe contrivance. Hath an admonition 
been fent unto him preferably to any other among us? 
Verily they are in a doubtconcerning my admo- 
nition: but they have not yet tafted my vengeance, 
Are the treafuries of the mercy of thy Lorn, the 
mighty, the munificent GOD, in their hands? Is the 
kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and of what- 
ever is between them, in their poffeffion? If it be fo, 
let them afcend by fteps unto heaven. But any army 
of the confederates fhall even here be put to flight. 
The people of Noan, and the tribe of Ap, and Pua- 
RAOH the contriver of the ftakes®, and the tribe of 
Tuamup, and the people of Lot, and the inha- 
bitants of the wood near Manian *, accufed the pro- 
phets of impofture before them: thefe were the con- 
federates againft the meflengersof GOD. All of them 
did no other than accufe their apoftles of falfehood: 
wherefore my vengeance hath been juftly executed 
upon them. And thefe wait only for one founding of 
the trumpet; which there fhall be no deferring. And 
they {coffingly fay, O Lorp, haften our fentence un- 
tous, before the day of account. Do thou patiently 
bear that which they utter: and remind them of our 
fervant Davip, endued with ftrength'; for he was 
one who ferioufly turned himfelf untoGOD. We 
compelled the mountains to celebrate our praife with 
him, in the evening and at fun-rife; and alfo the 
birds, which gathered themfelves together unto him* : 
all of them returned frequently unto him for this pur- 


© The contriver of the ftakes.] For tend that prince’s obftinacy, and hard. 
they fay Pharaoh ufed to tie thofe he _ nefs of heart. 
had a mind to punifh, by the hand ® See chap. xv. p. 73. 
and feet to four ftakes fixed in the ' Endued with rength. J The come 
ound, and fo tormented them (1). | mentators {uppofe that ability to une 
ome interpret the words, which may _—dergo the frequent pradtice of religious 
alfo betranflated The lord or mafterof exercifes is here meant. They fay 
the ftakes, figuratively, of the firm David ufed to faft every other day, 
eftablifhment of Pharaoh’s kingdom; and to agg one half of the night is 
3 


becaufe the Arabs fix their tents with prayer ). 
fakes (2): but they may poifibly in- * See chap, xxi. p. 161. 
(1) JALLALO’DDIN. (2) Al Berpawi. (3) Idem Interp. 
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pofe. And we eftablifhed his kingdom, and gave 
him wifdom and eloquence of fpeech. Hath the 
ftory of the two adverfaries’ come to thy knowledge ; 
when they afcended over the wall into the upper 
apartment, when they went in unto Davin, and he 
was afraid of them™? They faid, Fear not; we are 
two adverfaries who have a controverfy to be decided. 
The one of us hath wronged the other: wherefore 
judge between us with truth, and be not unjuft; and 
dire&t us into the even way. This my brother had 
ninety and nine fheep; and I had only one ewe: and 
he faid, Give her me to keep: and he prevailed 
againft me in the difcourfe which we had together. 
Davip anfwered, Verily he hath wronged thee, in 
demanding thine ewe as an addition to his own fheep: 
and many of them who are concerned together in bu- 
finefs, wrong one another, except thofe who believe, 
and do that which is right; but how few are they! 
And Davip perceived that we had tried him by this 
parable, and he afked pardon of his Lorn; and he 
fell down and bowed himfelf, and repented". Where- 
fore we forgave him this fault; and he fhall be ad- 
mitted to approach near unto us, and fhall have an 
excellent place of abode in paradife. O Davin, ve- 
rily we have appointed thee a fovereign prince in the 
earth: judge therefore between men with truth; 
and follow not thy own luft, left it caufe thee to err 


! The two adverfaries.] Thefe were 
two angels, who came unto David 
in the fhape of men, to demand judg- 
ment in the feigned controverfy after- 
mentioned. It is no other than Na- 
than’s parable to David (1), a little 
difguited. 

™ He was afraid of them.] Becaufe 
they came fuddenly upon him, ona 
day of privacy, when the doors were 
sdeeded and no perfon admitted to 
difturb his devotions. For David, 
they fay, divided his time regularly, 
fetting apart one day for the fervice 


(3) 2 Sam. xii. 


(2) Al Baspawi, JALLALO’DDIN. 


of Gop, another day for rendering 
juftice to his people, another day for 
preaching to them, and another day 
for his own affairs /2). 

® And David perceived that we 
had tried him, &c.} The crime of 
which David had been guilty, was 
the taking the wife of Unah, and 
orderin her hufband to be fet in the 
front ot the battle to be flain (3). 

Some fuppofe this ftory was told to 
ferve as an admonitionto Mohammed, 
who, it feems, was apt to covet what 
was another’s, 


(3) Idem. 


from 
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from the way of Gon: for thofe who err from the 
way of Gop, fhall fuffer a fevere punifhment, be- 
caufe they have forgotten the day of account. We 
have not created the heavens and the earth, and 
whatever is between them, in vain®. This is the 
opinion of the unbelievers: but woe unto thofe who 
believe not, becaufe of the fire of hell. Shall we deal 
with thofe who believe, and do good works, as with 
thofe who aét corruptly in the earth? Shall we deal 
with the pious as with the wicked? A bleffed book 
have we fent down unto thee, O Monammep, that 
they may attentively meditate on the figns thereof, and 
that men of underftanding may be warned. And we 
gave unto Davin, Sotomon; how excellent a fer- 
vant! for he frequently turned himfelf unto GOD. 
When the horfes ftanding on three feet, and touch- 
ing the ground with the edge of the fourth foot, and 
{wift in the courfe, were fet in parade before him in 
the evening’, he faid, Verily I have loved the love 
of earthly good above the remembrance of my 
Lorp; and have {pent the time in viewing thefe horfes, 
until the fun is hidden by the veil of night: bring the 
horfes back unto me. And when they were brought 
back, he began to cut off their legs and their necks. 
We alfo tried SoLomon; and placed on his throne a 


© We have not created the heavens be brought before him, and was fo 


and the earth in vain.) So as to per- 
mit injuftice to go unpunifhed, and 
righteoufnefs unrewarded. 

P When the horfes were fet in 
parade before him, gcc. | Some fay 
that Solomon brought thefe horfes, 
being a thoufand in number, from 
Damafcus and Nifibis, which cities 
he had taken: others fay that 
were left him by his father, who too 
them from the Amalckites; while 
others, who prefer the marvellous, 
pretend that they came up out of the 
fea, and had wings. However, So- 
lomon, having one day a mind to 
view theie horfes, ordered them to 


taken up with them, that he {pent the 
remainder of the day, till after fun- 
fet, in looking on them; by which 
means he negleéted the prayer, which 
ought to have been faid at that time, 
till it was too late: but when he per- 
ceived his omiffion, he was fo greatly 
concerned at it, that, ordering the 
horfes to be brought back, he killed 
them all as an offering to Gop, 
except only a hundred of the beft 
of them. But Gop made him ample 
amends for the lofs of thefe hories, 
by giving him dominion over the 
winds ( A 


(1) Al Berpawr, Al ZaAmann, YAnYA. 
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counterfeit body 4. Afterwards he turned unto GOD, 
andfaid, O Lorn, forgive me, and give me a king- 
dom which may not be obtained by any after me'; 
for thou art the giver of kingdoms. And we made 
the wind fubjeé to him; it ran gently, at his com- 
mand, whitherfoever he direfted. And we alfo put 
the devils in fubje&ion under him; and among them 
fuch as were every way fkilled in building, and in 
diving for pearls*: and others we delivered to him 
bound inchains; faying, This is our gift: therefore 
be bounteous, or be {paring unto whom thou fhalt 
think fit‘, without rendering an account. And he 
fhall approach near unto us, and fhall have an ex- 


@ We placed on his throne a coun~ 
terfeit body, &c.] The moft received 
expofition of this paffage is taken from 
the following Talmudic fable (1). 

Solomon, having taken Sidon, and 
flain the king of that city, brought 
away his daughter Jerada, who Be 
came his favourite; and becaufe fhe 
ceafed not to lament her father’s lofs, 
he ordered the devils to make an image 
of him for her confolation: which 
being done, and placed in her cham- 
ber, fhe and her maids worfhipped it 
morning and evening, according to 
their cuftom. At length Solomon be- 
ing informed of this idolatry, which 
was practifed under his roof, by his 
vizir Alaf, he broke the image, and 
having chaftifedthe women, went out 
into the defart, where he wept, and 
made {upplication to Gop; who did 
not think fit, however, to let his ne- 
gligence pafs without fome correétion, 
It was Solomon’s cuftom, while he 
eafed or wafhed himfelf, to truft his 
fignet, on which his kingdom depend- 
ed, with a concubine of his named 
Amina: one day, therefore, when fhe 
had the ring in ber cuftody, a devil, 
named Sakhar, came to her in the fhape 
of Solomon, and received the ring 


from her; by virtue of which he be- 


came poffeffed of the kingdom, and 
fat on the throne in the fhape which 
he had borrowed, making what al- 
terations in the law he plealed. Solo- 
mon, in the mean time, being changed 
in his outward appearance, and known 
to none of his fubjeéts, was obliged to 
wander about, and beg alms for his 
fubfiftence; till at length, after the 
{pace of forty days, which was the 
time the image had been worfhipped 
in hishoufe, the devil flew away, and 
threw the fignet into the fea: the figs 
net was immediately fwallowed by a 
fifh, which being taken, and given to 
Solomon, he found the ring in its belly; 
and having by this means recovered 
the kingdom, took Sakhar, and tying 
a great {tone to his neck, threw him 
into the lake of Tiberias (2). 

fA kingdom which may not be 
obtained by any after me.] i.e. That 
I may furpafs all future princes in 
magnificence and power. 

® See chap. xxi. p.161. chap. xxvii. 
p. 222, &c. 

t Be bountcous or be fparing, &c.] 
Some fuppole thefe words relate to 
the genii, and that Solomon is thereby 
empowered to releafe or to keep in 
chains fuch of them as he pleafed. 


(1) V. Talm. En Jacob, Part a, & Yalkut’in lib. Reg. p. 183. 
(2) Al Berp. JaLLar. Asu’LFeDA. 
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cellent abode in paradife. And remember our fer- 
vant Jos", when he cried unto his Lorp, faying, 
Verily Satan hath afflied me with calamity and 
pain. And it was faid unto him, Strike the earth with 
thy foot; which when he had done, a fountain “ {prang 
up ; and it was faid unto him, This is for thee to wafh 
in, to refrefh thee, and to drink. And we reftored 
unto him his family, and as many more with them, 
through our mercy; and for an admonition unto 
thofe who are enducd with underftanding. And we 
faid unto him, Take a handful of rods *1in thy hand, 
and ftrike thy wife therewith’; and break not thine 
oath*. Verily we found him a patient perfon: how 
excellent a fervant was he! for he was one who fre- 
quently turned himfelf unto us. Remember alfo our 
fervants Asrauam, and Isaac, and Jacos, who 
were men ftrenuous and prudent. Verily we purified 
them with a perfeé purification, through the remem- 
brance of the life to come*; and they were, in our 
fight, ele&t and good men. Andremember IsMaAEL, 
and Exisua®, and Duvu’tker_*: for all thefe were 
good men. Thisis an admonition. Verily the pious 
fhall have an excellent place to return unto, namcly, 


“ See chap. xxi. p. 262, 

~ A fountain.] Some fay there 
were two f{prings; one of hot water, 
wherein he bathed; and the other of 
cold, of which he drank (1). 

* A handful of rods.) The original 
not expreiling what this handful 
was to coniilt of, one fuppofes it was 
to heonly a handful of ay grafs, or 
of rufhes; and another, that it was the 
branch of a palm-tree (2). 

Y Strike thy wife therewith.] The 
commentators are not agreed what 
fault Job’s wife had committed, to 
Geferve this chaftifement; we have 
mentioned one opinion already (3); 
fore think it was only becaule fhe 
{taid too Jong on an errand. 

2 Break not thine oath.] Forhe had 
fworn to give her an hundred ftripes 
if he recovered. 


(1) Al Bervawy. 
(4) See 1 Kings xviii. 4. 


(2) See the notes to chap. xxi. p. 162. 


®* We purified them through the 
remembrance of the liic to come. } Or, 
as the words way be interpreted, ac- 
cording to al Zamakhfhari, We have 
purified them, or peculiarly deftincd 
and fitted them for paradife. 

b Elifha.] See chap. vi. p. 171. 

© Dhu’lkefl.} See chap. xxi. p. 162. 
Al Beidawi here takes notice of ano- 
ther tradition concerning this prophet ; 
viz. that he entertained and took care 
of a hundred I {raelites, who fled to him 
from a certain Naughter; from which 
action he probably had the furmame 
of Dhu’lkefl given him ; the primary 
fignification of the verb, cafala, being 
to maintain or take care of another. Ifa 
conje€ture might be founded on this 
tradition, I fhould fancy the perfon 
intended was Obadiah, the governor 
of Ahab’s houfe (4). 


(3) See ibid. 


gardens 
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gardens of perpetual abode, the gates whereof fhall 

{tand open unto them. As they lie down therein, 

they fhall there afk for many forts of fruits, and for 

drink ; and near them fhall fit the virgins of para- 

dife, refraining their looks from beholding any be-, 
fides their fpoufes, and of equal age with them“. 

This is what ye are promifed at the day of account. 

This is our provifion; which fhall not fail. This 

fhall be the reward of the righteous. But for the 

transgreffors is prepared an evil receptacle, namely, 

hell: they fhall be cait into the fame to be burned, 

anda wretched couch fhall it be. This let them ~ 
tafte, to wit, fcalding water, and corruption flow- 
ing from the bodies of the damned, and divers other 
things of the fame kind. And it fhall be faid to the 
feducers, This troop which was guided by you, fhall 
be thrown, together with you, headlong into hell: 
they fhall not be bidden welcome; for they fhall en- 
ter the fire to be burned. And the feduced fhall fay 
to their feducers, Verily ye fhall not be bidden wel- 
come: ye have brought it upon us: and a wretched 
abode is hell. They fhall fay, O Lorp, doubly 
increafe the torment of him who hath brought this 
punifhment upon us, in the fire of hell. And the 
infidels fhall fay, Why do we not fee the men 
whom we numbered among the wicked, and whom 
we received with fcorn? Or do oureyes mifs them? 
Verily this is a truth; to wit, the difputing of the 
inhabitants of hell-fire, Say, O Mouammen, unto 
the idolaters, Verily I am no other than a warner: 
and there is no god, except the one only Gon, the 
Almighty, the Lorn of heaven and earth, and of 
whatfoever is between them; the mighty, the for- 
giver of fins. Say, It is a weighty meffage, from 
which ye turn afide. I had no knowledge of the 
exalted princes‘, when they difputed concerning 


© OF equal age with them.} i.e ¢ The exalted princes] That is, 
About thirty or thirty-three (1). The angels. 
(s) Seethe Prelim. Difc. Set. LV. p. 138. 
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the creation of man: (it hath been revealed unto me 
only as a proof that I am a public preacher:) when 
thy Lorn faid unto the angels, Verily I am about 
to create man of clay: when I fhall have formed 
“him, therefore, and fhall have breathed my f{pirit 
into him, do ye fall down and worfhip him‘. And 
all the angels worfhipped him, in general; except 
Esx1is, who was puffed up with pride, and became 
an unbeliever. GOD faid unto him, O Eazs.is, 
what hindereth thee from worshipping that which I 
have created with my hands? Art thou elated with 
vain pride? Or art thou really one of exalted merit? 
He anfwered, I am more exccllent than he: thou 
haft created me of fire, and haft created him of 
clay. GOD faid unto him, Get thee hence there- 
fore, for thou fhalt be driven away from mercy: and 
my curfe fhall be upon thee, untilthe day of judg- 
ment. He replied, O Lorp, refpite me, therefore, 
until the day of refurre€tion. GOD faid, Verily 
thou fhalt be one of thofe who are refpited until 
the day of the determined time. Ezstis faid, By thy 
might do Ifwear, I will furely feduce them all, ex- 
cept thy fervants who fhallbe peculiarly chofen from 
among them. GOD faid, It isa juft fentence; and 
I {peak the truth: I will furely fill hell with thee, 
and with fuch of them as fhall follow thee, altoge- 
ther®. Say unto the Meccans, I afk not of you 
any reward for this my preaching: neither am I one 
of thofe who affume a part which belongs not to 
them. The Koran is no other than an admonition 
unto all creatures: and ye fhall furely know what is 
delivered therein to be true, after a feafon. 


¥ Seechap. ii. p. 7. © Sea chap. vii. p. 187. and chap. xv. p. 71, &c. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 
Intitled, The Troops"; revealed at Mecca’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HE revelation of this book is from the mighty, 

the wife Gop. Verily we have revealed this 
book unto thee with truth: wherefore ferve Gop, 
exhibiting the pure religion unto him. Ought not 
the pure religion to beexhibitedunto Gop? Butas to 
thofe who take other patrons befides him, faying, 
We worfhip them only that they may bring usnearer 
unto Gop; verily Gop will judge between them con- 
cerning that wherein they difagree. Surely Gop 
will not dire& him who is a liar, or ungrateful. If 
Gop had been minded to have had a fon, he had 
furely chofen what he pleafed out of that which he 
hath created*. But far be fuch a thing from him! 
He is the fole, the almighty Gop. He hath created 
the heavens and the earth with truth: he caufeth the 
night to fucceed the day, and he caufeth the day to 
fucceed the night; and he obligeth the fun and the 
moon to perform their fervices; each of them haften- 
eth to an appointed period. Isnothc the mighty, the 
forgiver of fins? He created you of one man, and 
afterwards out of him formed his wife: and he hath 
beftowed' on you four pair of cattle". He formeth 


® This title is taken from the latter not be two neceffarily exiftent beings; 


end of the chapter, where it is {aid the 
wicked fhall be fent to hell, and the 
righteous admitted into paradife by 
troops. 

* Except the verfe beginning, Say, 
O my fervants, who have tran{greffed 
again{t your own fouls, &c. (1). 

Xk If he had been minded to have a 
fon, he had chofen what he pleafed 
wut ofthat which he hath reac] Be- 
caufe, faysal Beidawi, there is no be- 
ing helices himfelf, but what hath 
been created by him; fince there can 


(a) Jazrazro’ppin, Al Beirnawt. 


: x 3 


and hence appears the abfurdity of the 
imagination here condemned, becaule 
no creature can refemble the Creator; 
or be worthy to bear the relation of a 
fon to nim. 

1 He hath beftowed.] Literally, 
He hath fent down; from which ex- 
preflion {ome have imagined that thefe 
four kinds of beafts were created in 
paradife, and thence fent down tg 
carth (2). 

™ See chap. vi. p. 182. 


(2) Al Zamann. 
you 
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you in the wombs of your mothers, by feveral gra- 
dual formations", within three veils of darknefs°. 
This is Gop, your Lorp: his is the kingdom: 
there is no Gop but he. Why therefore ate ye turn- 
ed afide from the worfhip of him to idolatry? If ye 
be ungrateful, verily Gop hath no need of you; yet 
he liketh not ingratitude in his fervants: butif ye be 
thankful, he will be well pleafed with you. A 
burdened foul fhall not bear the burden of another; 
hereafter fhall ye return unto your Lorp, and he 
fhall declare unto you that which ye have wrought, 
and will reward you accordingly; for he knoweth the 
innermoft parts of your breafts. Whenharm befal- 
leth aman, he calleth upon his Lorn, and turneth 
unto him: yet afterwards, when GOD hath beftowed 
on him favour from himfelf, he forgetteth that Being 
which he invoked before’, and fetteth up equals 
unto Gop, that he may feduce men from his way. 
Say unto fuchaman, Enjoy this life in thy infidelity 
for a little while: but hereafter fhalt thou furely be 
one of the inhabitants of hell-fire. Shall he who 
giveth himfelf up to prayer in the hours of the night, 
proftrate and ftanding, and who taketh heed as to 
the life to come, and hopeth for the mercy of his 
Lorp, be dcalt with as the wicked unbeliever? Say, 
Shall they who know their duty, and they who know 
it not, be held equal? Verily the men of underftand- 
ing only will be warned. Say, O my fervants who 
believe, fear your Lorp. ‘They who do good in 
this world, fhall obtain good in the next*; and 
Gop’s earth is fpacious’: verily thofe who perfevere 
with patience, fhall receive their recompenfe without 


CHar. 39. 


» See chap. xxii. p. 166. 


fhall obtain good in the next.] Or, 
© Within three veils of darknefs.] 


They who do good, fhall obtain good 


i.e. The belly, the womb, and the 
membranes which enclofe the embryo. 
P He forgetteth that Being which he 
invoked before. ] Or, He forgetteth the 
evil which he before prayed againft. 
2 They who do good in this world, 


even in this world. 

* Gon's earth is doer Where- 
fore let him who cannot falely exer- 
cife his religion where he was born or 
refides, fly toa place of liberty and - 
fecurity (1). 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


mea{ure, 
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meafure. Say, I am commanded to worfhip Gop, 
and to exhibit the pure religion unto him: and I am 
commanded to be the firft Moflem’. Say, Verily I 
fear, if I be difobedient unto my Lorp, the punifh- 
ment of the great day. Say, I worfhip Gop, ex- 
hibiting my religion pure unto him: but do ye wor- 
fhip that which ye will, befides him. Say, Verily 
they will be the lofers, who fhall lofe their own fouls, 
and their families, on the day of refurre€tion: is not 
this manifeft lofs? Over them fhall be roofs of fire, 
and under them fhall be floors of fire. With this doth 
Gop terrify his fervants: wherefore, O my fervants, 
fear me. But thofe who efchew the worfhip of idols, 
and areturned unto Gop, fhall receive good tidings. 
Bear good tidings therefore unto my fervants, who 
hearken unto my word, and follow that which is moft 
excellent therein: thefe are they whom Gop dire&eth, 
and thefe are men of underftanding. Him therefore 
on whom the fentence of eternal punifhment fhall be 
juftly pronounced, canft thou, O Monamnen, de- 
liver him who is deftined to dwell in the fire of hell? 
But for thofe who fear their Lorn will be prepared 
high apartments in paradife, over which fhall be other 
apartments built; and rivers fhallrun beneath them: 
this is the promife of Gop; and Gop will not be 
contrary to the promife. Doft thou not fee that Gop 
fendeth down water from heaven, and caufeth the 
fame to enter and form fources in the earth ; and pro- 
duceth thereby corn of various forts? Afterwards 
he caufeth the fame to wither; and thou feeft it be- 
come ycllow; afterwards he maketh it crumble into 
duft. Verily herein is an inftru€tion to men of un- 
derftanding. Shall he, therefore, whofe breaft Gop 
hath enlarged to receive the religion of Istam, and 
who followeth the light from his Lorp, be as he 
whofe heart is hardened? But woe unto thofe whofe 
hearts are hardened againft the remembrance of Gop! 
they are in a manifeft error. Gop hath revealeda 


* The firft Moflem.]i e. The firft religion; or the leader in chief of the 
ef the Koreifh who profeffeth the true = Moflems. 
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moft excellent difcourfe; a book conformable to it- 
felf, and containing repeated admonitions. The fkins 
of thofe who fear their Lorn fhrink for fear thereat: 
afterwards their fkins grow foft, and thcir hearts alfo, 
at the remembrance of their Lorn. This is the di- 
rettion of Gop: he will dire& thereby whom he 
pleafeth; and whomfoever Gop fhall caufe to err, 
he fhall have no dircétor. Shall he therefore who 
fhall be obliged to fcreen himfelf with his facet from 
the feverity of the punifhment on the day of refurrec- 
tion, be as he who is fecure therefrom? And it fhall 
be faid unto the ungodly, Tafte that which ye have 
defervcd. Thofe who were before them, accufed 
their apoftles of impofture; wherefore a punifhment 
came upon them from whence they expeéted it not: 
and Gop caufed them to tafte fhame in this prefent 
life; but the pumfhment of the life to come will 
certainly be greater. If they were men of under- 
{ftanding, they would know this. Now have we pro- 
pofed unto mankind, in this Koran, every kind of 
parable; that they may be warned: an Arabic Ko- 
RAN, wherein there is no crookednefs’; that they 
may fear GOD. Gov propoundcth as a parable a 
man who hath feveral companions which are at mu- 
tual variance, and a man who ¢committeth himfelf 
wholly to one perfon™; fhall thefe be held in equal 
comparifon? Gon forbid! But the greater part of 
them do not underftand. Verily thou, O Mouam- 
MED, fhalt die, and they alfo fhall die: and ye fhall 
debate the matter* with one another before your 


t Who fhall fcreeg himfelf with ters, and the fatisfa&ion of mind which 
his face, &c.] For his hands fhall attends the worfhipper of the only 
be chained to his neck, and he fhall true Gop (2). 
not be able to oppole any thing but x Ye fhall debate the matter, &c. ] 


his face to the fire (1). For the prophet will repretent his 

" Wherein there is no crooked- endeavours to reclaim them from 
nefs.] i.e. No contradi@ion, defe&t, idolatry, and their obftinacy: and 
or doubt. they will make frivolous excufes; 


w Gop propoundeth asa parable, as that they obeycd their chiefs, and 
&c.] This paltaee repreients the un- kept to the religion of their fathers, 
certainty of the idolater, who is dif- — &c. (3). 

trafted in the fervice of different mat- 


(1) Al Berpaws:. (2) Idem. (3) Idem. 
; Lorp, 
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Lorp, at the day of refurreftion. *Who is moreX XIV, 
unjuft than he who uttereth a lie concerning Gop, 
and denieth the truth, when it cometh unto him? Is 
there not a dwelling provided in hell for the unbe- 
lievers? But he who bringeth the truth, and giveth 
credit thereto’, thefe are they who fear GOD; they 
fhall obtain whatever they fhall defire, in the fight of 
their Lorn: this fhall be the recompenfe of the righ- 
teous: that Gop may expiate from them the very 
worft of that which they have wrought, and may 
render them their reward according to the utmoft 
merit of the good which they have wrought. Is not 
Gop a fufficient proteétor of his fervant? yet they 
will attempt to make thee afraid of the falfe deities 
which they worfhip befides Gop’. But he whom 
Gop fhall caufe to err, fhall have none to dire& him: 
and he whom Gop fhall dirett, fhall have none to 
miflead him. Is not Gop moft mighty, able to 
avenge? If thou afk them who hath created the 
heavens and the earth, they will furely anfwer, Gop. 
Say, Do ye think therefore that the deities which ye 
invoke befides Gop, if Gop be pleafed to affliét me, 
are able to relieve me from his afflition; or if he be 
pleafed to fhew mercy unto me, that they are able to 


Y He who bringeth the truth, and 
giveth credit thereto.) i.e. Moham- 
med and his followers. Some fuppofe 
that by the latter words Abu Becr is 
particularly intended, hecaule he al. 
ferted the prophet's veracity in relpect 
to his journey to heaven, 

* They will attempt to make thee 
afraid of their falle deities.] The 
Koreifh ufed to tell Mohammed, that 
they feared their gods would do him 
foine mitchiel, and deprive him of 
the ufe of his limbs, or of his rea- 
fon, becaufe he {poke difgracefully 
of them. It is thought by fome 
that this palfage was verified in 
Khaled Ebn al Walid; who being 


(1) Idem. 


fent by Mohammed to demolifh the 
idol al Uzza, was advifed by the 
kceper of her temple to take heed 
what he did, becaufe the goddefs 
was able to avenge herlelf feverely : 
but he was fo little moved at the 
man’s waming, that he immediately 
ftept up to the idol, and broke her 
nole, To fupport the latter expli- 
cation, they fay, that what happened 
to Khaled is attributed to Moham- 
med, becaule the former was then 
executing the prophet's orders (14). 
A circumftance not much different 
from the above-mentioned, is told of 


the demolifhing of Allat (3) 


(2) V. Gacniex, Not. in Abu’lf. Vit, Moh. p. 197. 


With- 
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with-hold his mercy? Say, Gop is my fufficient fup- 
port: inhim let thofe put their truft, who feek in whom 
to confide. Say, O my people, do ye aét according to 
your ftate; verily I will a€t according to mine: here- 
after fhall ye know on which of us will be infli&ed a 
punifhment that fhall cover him with fhame, and on 
whom a lafting punifhment fhall fall. Verily we 
have revealed unto thee the book of the Koran, for 
the inftru€tion of mankind, with truth. Whofo fhall 
be dire€ted thereby, fhall be dire&ted to the advantage 
of his own foul; and whofo fhall err, fhall only err 
againft the fame: ‘and thou art not a guardian over 
them. Gop taketh unto himfelf the fouls of men at 
the time of their death; and thofe which die not, he 
alfo taketh in their fleep*: and he with-holdeth thofe 
on which he hath paffed the decree of death’, but 
fendeth back the others till a determined period‘. 
Verily herein are figns unto people who confider. 
Have the Koreisu taken idols for their interceffors 
with GOD? Say, What, although they have not 
dominion over any thing, neither do they under- 
ftand? Say, Interceffion is altogether in the difpofal 
of Gop‘: his is the kingdom of heaven and earth; 
and hereafter fhall ye return unto him. When the 
one fole Gop is mentioned, the hearts of thofe who 
believe not in the life to come, fhrink with horror: 
but when the falfe gods, which arc worfhipped befides 
him, are mentioned, behold, they are filled with 
joy. Say, O Gon, the creator of hcaven and earth, 
who knoweft that which is fecret, and that which is 
manifeft ; thou fhalt judge between thy fervants con- 


® And the fou!s which die not, he © But fendeth back the others. } viz. 
taketh in their fleep.] Thatis, feem- ‘Into their bodies, when they awake 
ingly, and to outward appearance; x). 
fleep being the image of death. 4 Intercefion is altogether in the 
6 He with-holdeth thofe on which = dilfpolal of Gop.] For none can or 
he hath paffed the decree of death ] dare prejume to intercede with him, 
Not permitting them to return agaim —_unlefs by his permiifion. 
into their bodies. 


(1) Al Brrpawa. a 
cerning 
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cerning that wherein they difagree. If thofe who a& 
unjuftly were mafters of whatever is in the earth, 
and as much more therewith, verily they would give 
it to ranfom themfelves from the evil of the punifh- 
ment, on the day of refurre€tion: and there fhall ap- 
pear unto them, from Gop, terrors which they never 
imagined; and there fhall appear unto them the evils 
of that which they fhall have gained; and that which 
they mocked at fhall encompafs them. When harm 
befalleth man, he calleth upon us; yet afterwards, 
when we have beftowed on him favour from us, he 
faith, I have received it merely becaufe of GOD’s 
knowledge of my deferts*. On the contrary, it is 
atrial; but the greater part of them know it not. 
Thofe who were before them, faid the fame‘: but 
that which they had gained, profited them not; and 
the evils which they had deferved fell upon them. 
And whoever of thefe Meccans fhall have aéted 
unjuftly, on them likewife fhall fall the evils which 
they fhall have deferved *; neither fhall they fruftrate 
the divine vengeance. Do they not know that Gop 
beftoweth provifionabundantly on whom he pleafeth, 
and is {paring unto whom he pleafeth? Verily herein 
are figns unto people who believe. Say, O my fer- 
vants, who have tranfgreffed againft your own fouls, 
defpair not of the mercy of Gop; feeing that Gop 
forgiveth all fins"; for he is gracious and merciful. 
And be turned unto your Lorp, and refign your- 
felves unto him, before the threatened punifhment 
overtake you; for then ye fhall not be helped. And 
follow the moft excellent inftruétions which have been 


© Becaule of Gon’s knowled ze of 
my deferts.] Or by meansof my own 
wifdom 

* Thofe who were before them, 
faid the fame. ] As did Karan in par- 
ticular (13. 

® On them fhall fall the evils they 
have deferved.] As it happened ac- 


(1) Sde chap. xxviii. p. 242 
(3) 


chap. ik p. 16..pot. 


cordingly: for they were punifhed 
with a fore famine for feven years, 
and had the bravelt of their warriors 
cut off at the battle of Bedr (2). 

» Gon forgiveth all fins.] To thofe 
who fincercly repent, and profefs his 
unity: for the fins of idolaters will 
nat be forgiven (3). 


(2) Al Buipawt. 
fent 
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fent down unto you from your Lorp, before the pu- 
nifhment come fuddenly upon you, and ye perceive 
not the approach thereof; and afoul fay, Alas! for 
that I have been negligent in my duty to Gop; ve- 
rily I have been one of the fcorners: or fay, If Gop 
had direGed me, verily I had been one of the pious: 
or fay, when it feeth the prepared punifhment, If I 
could return once more into the world, I would be- 
come one of the righteous. But GOD fhall anfwer, 
My figns came unto thee heretofore, and thou didft 
charge them with falfehood, and waft puffed up with 
pride; and thou becameft one of the unbelievers. 
On the day of refurreétion thou fhalt fee the faces of 
thofe who have uttered lies concerning Gop become 
black: is there not an abode prepared in hell for the 
arrogant? But Gop fhall deliver thofe who fhall fear 
him, and fhall fet them in their place of fafety: evil 
fhall not touch them, neither fhall they be grieved. 
Gop is the creator of all things, and he is the go- 
vernor of all things. His are the keys of heaven 
and earth: and they who believe not in the figns of 
Gop, they fhall perifh. Say, Do ye therefore bid 
me to worfhip other than Gop, O ye fools? fince it 
hath been fpoken by revelation unto thee, and alfo 
unto the prophets who have been beforc thee, faying, 
Verily if thou join any partners with GOD, thy 
work will be altogether unprofitable, and thou fhalt 
certainly be one of thofe who perifhi: wherefore rather 
fear Gop, and be one of thofe who give thanks. 
But they make not a due eftimation of Gop’: fince 
the whole carth {hall be but his handful on the day 
of refurrection; and the heavens {hall be rolled to- 
gether in his right-hand. Praife be unto him! and 
far be he exalted above the idols which they affociate 
with him! The trumpet fhall be founded*, and 


* See chap, vi. p. 171. not.) no more than two blafts, ‘and two 

k The trumpet fhall be founded.] only are diflin@ly menuoned in the 
The fift time. fays al Beiddwi; who Koran,) though others juppole there 
coniequently tuppotes there will be will be three <4), 


(3) See the Prelim. Dilc. Sc&t. JV. p. 10g, 110, 
z whacver 
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whoever are in heaven, and whoever are on earth, 
fhall expire ; except thofe whom Gop fhall pleafe to 
exempt from the common fate’. Afterwards it fhall 
be founded again; and behold they fhall arife and 
look up. And the earth fhall fhine by the light of 
its Lorp: and the book fhall be laid open”, and the 
prophets and the martyrs fhall be brought as wit- 
nefles; and judgment fhall be given between them 
with truth, and they fhall not be treated unjuftly. 
And every foul fhall be fully rewarded, according 
to that which it fhall have wrought; for he per- 
fe€tly knoweth whatever they do. And the unbe- 
lievers fhali be driven unto hell by troops, until, 
when they fhall arrive at the fame, the gates there- 
of fhall be opened ; and the keepers thereof" fhall 
fay unto them, Did not apoftles from among you 
come unto you, who rehearfed unto you the figns 
of your Lorn, and warned you of the meeting of 
this your day? They fhall anfwer, Yea: but the 
fentence of eternal punifhment hath been juftly pro- 
nounced on the unbelievers®. It fhall be faid unto 
them, Enter ye the gates of hell; to dwell therein for 
ever ; and miferable fhall be the abode of the proud! 
But thofe who fhall have feared their Lorp, fhall 


The fpace between thefe two blafts 


! Except thofe whom Gop hhall 
of the trumpet will be torty days, ac- 


pleale to exempt, &c.] Thefe, fome 


fay, will be the angels Gabriel, Mi- 
chacl, and Ifrafil, and the angel of 
death, who yet will afterwards all die, 
at the command of Gop (1); it being 
the conftant opinion of the Mohamme- 
dan doors, that every foul, both of 
Men and of animals, which live cither 
©n Jand, or in the fea, and of the an- 
£elsalfo, muft neceffarily tafte of death 
(2): others fuppofe that who will be 
exempted, are the angels, who bear the 
throne of Gop (3); or the black-eyed 
dam{cls, and other inhabitants of pa- 
radife (4). 


(2) Al Berpawr, YAuHYA. 


cording to Yahya and others: there 
are fome, however, who {uppofe it 
will be as many years (5). 

™ See the Prelim. Difc. Se&t. IV. 
p. 115. 

® See chap. Ixxiv. and the Prelim. 
Difc. Se&t. IV. p. 121, 122. 

° The fentence of eternal punifh- 
ment hath been juftly pronounced on 
unbelievers. ] See chap. vii. p. 188. 
chap. xi. p. 33, &c. It feems as if 
the damned, by thefe words, attri- 
buted their ruin to Gop’s decree of 
predeftination. 


(2) V. Pocock. not. in Port. Mofis, p, 266, 


(3) Al Bexpawi. (4) JaLLALO’DDIN. (5) See the Prelim. Difc. ubi fup. 


be 
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be condu&ted by troops towards paradife, until they 
fhall arrive at the fame: and the gates thereof fhall 
be ready fet open; and the guards thereof fhall fay 
unto them, Peace be on you! ye have been good: 
wherefore enter ye into paradife, to remain therein 
forever. And they fhall anfwer, Praife be unto 
Gop, who hath performed his promife unto us, and 
hath made us to inherit the earth’, that we may 
dwell in paradife wherever we pleafe! How excel- 
lent is the reward of thofe who work righteoufnefs! 
And thou fhalt fee the angels going in proceffion 
round the throne, celebrating the praifes of their 
Lorp: and judgment fhall be given between them 
with truth; and they fhall fay, Praife be unto Gop, 
the Lorp of all creatures! 


P And hath made us to inherit the rity and abundance which the bleffed 
earth.] This is a metaphorical ex- will enjoy in paradilc. 
preflion, repreienting the perfe& fecu- 


CHAP. XL. 


Intitled, The true Believer’; revealed at 
MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


H M.' The revelation of this book is from the 
e mighty, the wife Gop: the forgiver of fin, and 
the acceptor of repentance; fevere in punifhing; 
long fuffering. There is no Gop but he: before him 
fhall be the general affembly at the laft day. None 
difputeth againft the figns of Gon, except the unbe- 
lievers: but let not their profperous dealing in the 
land * deceive thee with vain allurement. The people 
of Noau, and the confederated infidels which were 


@ This titleis taken from the paffage * See Pr. Difc Se&. III. p. 78, dec. 


wherein mention is made of one of * Their profperous dealing in the 
Pharoah's family, who believed in Jand.] By trading intoSyria and Ya- 
Moles. man. See chap. iii p. 91. not.*. 


after 
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after them, accufed their refpe€tive prophets of im- 
pofture before thefe ; and each nation hatched ill 
defigns againft their apoftle, that they might get him 
into their power; and they difputed with vain rea- 
foning, that they might thereby invalidate the truth: 
wherefore I chaftifed them; and how fevere was my 
punifhment! Thus hath the fentence of thy Lorp 
juftly pafled on the unbelievers; that they fhall be 
the inhabitants of hell-fire. The angels who bear the 
throne of GOD, and thofe who ftand about rt‘, ce- 
lebrate the praife of their Lorn, and belicve in him ; 
and they afk pardon for the true believers, faying, 
O Lorp, thou encompaffeft all things by thy mercy 
and knowledge; wherefore forgive thofe who repent, 
and follow thy path, and deliver them from the pains 
of hel!: O Lorn, lead them alfo into the gardens of 
eternal abode, which thou haft promifed unto them, 
and unto every one who fhall do right, of their fa- 
thers, and their wives, and their children; for thou 
art the mighty, the wife GOD. And deliver them 
from evil; for whomfoever thou fhalt deliver from 
evil on that day, on him wilt thou fhew mercy; and 
this will be great falvation. But the infidels, at the 
day of judgment, fhall hear a voice crying untothem, 
Verily the hatred of Gop towards you is more griev- 
ous than your hatred towards yourfelves: fince ye 
were called unto the faith, and would not believe. 
They fhall fay, O Lorn, thou haft given us death 
twice, and thou haft twice given us life"; and we 


* The angels who bear the throne, 
and ftand about it.} Thefe are the 
Cherubim, the higheft order of an- 
gels, who approach neareft to Gon’s 
prefence (1). 

¥ Thou haft given us death twice, 
and haft twice given us life.] Having 
firft created us ina ftate of death, or 
void of life and fentation, and then 
givenlife to the inanimate bedy (2); 


(1) Al Berpawt. 
Seét. IV. p. 100, &c. 


(2) See chap. ii. p. 6. 
(4) Al Berpawi, JALLAL. 


and afterwards caufed us to die ana- 
tural death, and raifed us again at the 
refurre€tion. Some underftand the firft 
death to be anatural death, and the 
fecond that inthe fepulchre, after the 
body fhal] have been there raifed to 
life in order to be examined (3); and 
con{equently fuppo‘e the two revivals 
to be thote of the {epulchre and the re~ 
furre€tion (4). 


(3) See the Prelim. Dilc. 


confefs 
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confefs our fins: is there therefore no way to get 
forth from this fire? Andit fhall be anfwered them, 
This hath befallen you, for that when one Gop was 
preached unto you, ye believed not; but if a plu- 
rality of gods had been affociated with him, ye had 
belicved : and judgment belongcth unto the high, the 
great Gop. Itis he who fheweth you his figns, and 
f{endcth down food unto you from heaven: but none 
will be admonifhed, except he who turneth himfelf 
unto GOD. Call thercfore upon Gop, exhibiting 
your religion pure unto him, although the infidels be 
averfe thereto. He is the Being of cxalted degree, the 
poffeffor of the throne; who fendeth down the fpirit, 
at his command, on fuch of his fervantsas he pleafeth ; 
that he may warn mankind of the day of meeting”, 
the day whereon they fhall come forth out of their 
graves, and nothing of what concerneth them fhall be 
hidden from Gop. Unto whom will the kingdom 
belong on that day? Unto the only, thealmighty 
Gop. On that day fhall every foul be rewarded ac- 
cording to its merits: there fhall be no injuftice done 
on thatday. Verily Gon will be fwift in taking an 
account. Whercfore warnthem, O prophet, of the 
day which fhall fuddenly approach ; when men’s hearts 
fhall come up totheirthroats, and {tranglethem. The 
ungodly fhall have no friend or interceffor who fhall 
be heard. Gop will know the deceitful eye, and 
that which their breafts conceal; and Gop will judge 
with truth: but the falfe gods which they invoke, be- 
fides him, fhall not judge at all; for Gop is he who 
heareth and feeth. Have they not gone through the 
earth, and feen what hath been the end of thofe who 
were before them? They were more mighty than 
thefein ftrength, and left more confiderable footfteps 


w The day of meecting.] Whenthe the oppreffor and the oppreffed, the 
Creator‘and his creatures (1), the ine labourer and his works, fhall meet cach 
habitants of heaven and of earth, the — other (2). 
falfe deities and their worfhippers, 


(3) See chap. vi. p, 161, (2) Al Berpawi, Ja trax 


of 
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of their power in the earth: yet Gop chaftifed them 
for their fins, and there was none to proteé them from 
Gop. This they fuffered, becaufe their apoftles had 
come unto them with evident figns, and they difbe- 
lieved: wherefore Gon chaftifed them; for heis ftrong, 
and fevere in punifhing. We heretofore fent Moses 
with our figns and manifeft power unto PHaraon, and 
Haman,and Karun; and they faid, He is a forcerer, 
and a liar. And when he came unto them with the 
truth from us, they faid, Slay the fons of thofe who 
have believed with him,and fave their daughters alive’: 
but the ftratagem of the infidels was no other than vain. 
And Puaraon faid, Let me alone, that I may kill 
Mosss’; and let him call upon his Lorn: verily I 
fear left he change your religion, or caufe violence to 
appear in the carth?. And Mosss faid unto his peo- 
ple, Verily I have recourfe unto my Lorp, and your 
Lorp, to defend me againft every proud perfon, who 
believeth not in the day of account. Andaman who 
was a true believer, of the family of PHaraon’*, and 
concealed his faith, faid, Will ye puta man to death, 
becaufe he faith, Gop is my Lorn; feeing he is 
come unto you with evident figns from your Lorp? 
Ifhe bea liar, on him will the punifhment of his falfe- 
hood light; but if he fpeaketh the truth, fome of 
thofe judgments with which he threateneth you, will 
fall upon you: verily Gop direéteth not him who is 
a tranfgreffor or a liar. O my people, the king- 
dom is yours this day ; and ye are confpicuous in the 
earth: but who fhall defend us from the fcourge of 


* Slay their fons, and fave their 
daughters alive.] i. e. Purfue the 
refylution which has been formerly 
taken, and execute it more ftridtly 
for the future. See chap. vii. p. 208. 
not, P, 

Y Let me alone, that J may kill 
sue For they advifed him not 
to put Mofes to death, left it fhould 


be thought he was not able to oppofe - 


him by dint of argument (1). 

® Or caufe violence to appear in the 
earth.] By raifing of commotions and 
feditions, in order to introduce his 
new religion. 

2 A true believer of the family of 
Pharaoh, &c.] This feems to be the 
fame perfon who is mentioned, chap, 


XBRL. P. 235. 


(1) Al Biipaw:, 


VOL, Il. 


Y 


Gop, 


338 AL KORAN. 


Gop, if it come unto us>?) =Puaraon faid, I only 
propofe to you what I think to be moft expedient: 
and I guide you only into the right path. And he who 
had believed, faid, O my people, verily I fear for 
you a day like that of the confederates againft the 
prophets in former times; a condition like that of the 
people of Noan, and the tribes of Apand Tuamunp, 
and of thofe who have lived after them: for Gop 
willeth not that any injuftice be done unto his fervants. 
O my people, verily I fear for you the day whereon 
men shall call unto one another‘; the day whereon 
ye fhall be turned back from the tribunal, and driven 
tohell: then fhall ye have none to proteét you againft 
Gop. And he whom Goon fhall caufe to err, fhall 
have no director. JosrpH came unto you, before 
Mosrs, with evident figns; but ye ceafed not to 
doubt of the religion which he preached unto you, 
until, when he died, ye faid, Gop will by no means 
fend another apoftle after him. Thus doth Gop 
caufe him to err, who isa tranfgreffor, and a Sceptic. 
They who difpute againft the figns of Gop, without 
any authority which hath come unto them, are in 
srcat abomination with Gop, and with thofe who 
belicve. Thus doth Gop feal up every proud and 
flubborn heart. And Puaraon faid, O Haman, 
build me a towcr, that I may reach the traéts, the 
tra€ts of heaven, and may vicw the Gop of Mosss’; 
for I verily think him to bea liar. And thus the 
evil of his work was prepared for PHaraon, and he 
turned afide from the right path: and the ftratagems 
of Puaraon ended only in lofs. And he who had 
believed, faid, O my people, follow me: I will guide 


Cuap. 40, 


b See the {pecch of Gamaliel to the 
Jewihh Sanhedrim, when the apoitles 
wete brought belore them (1). 

© The day whereon men hall call 
unty one another, ] i. ¢ The day of 
judgment; when the inhabitants of 


(\ As v. 58, 39. 


paradife, and of hell, fhal) enter into 
mutual difcowfe: when the latter 
fhall call tor help; and the feducers, 
and the icduced, fhall caft the blame 
upon cach other (2). 

* See chap xxvii, p. 238. 


{2 Al Bripaw:, JALLALO’ppIN, 


you 
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you into the right way. O my people, verily this 
prefent life is but a temporary enjoyment; but the 
life to come is the manfion of firm continuance, 
Whoever worketh evil, fhall only be rewarded in 
equal proportion to the fame: but whoever worketh 
good, whether male or female, and is a true believer, 
they fhall enter paradife; they fhall be provided for 
therein fuperabundantly. And, O my people, as 
for me, I invite you to falvation; but ye invite me 
to hell-fire; ye invite me to deny God, and to affo- 
ciate with him that whereof I have no knowledge; 
but I invite you to the moft Mighty, the Forgiver of 
fins. There is no doubt but that the falfe gods to 
which ye invite me, deferve not to be invoked, 
either in this world or in the next; and that we muft 
return unto Gon; and that the tranfgreffors fhall be 
the inhabitants of hell-fire: and ye fhall then remem- 
ber what I now fay unto you. And I commit my 
affair unto Gop: for Gop regardeth his fervants. 
Wherefore Gop delivered him from the evils which 
they had devifed; and a grievous punifhment en- 
compaffed the people of Poaraon‘. They fhall be 
expofed to the fire of hell morning and evening': 
and the day whereon the hour of judgment fhall come, 
it fhall be faid unto them, Enter,O people of Puaraon, 
into a moft fevere torment. And think on the time 
when the infidels fhall difpute together in hell-fire; 
and the weak fhall fay unto thofe who behaved with 


© A grievous punifhment encom- 
pafled the people of Pharaoh. ] Some 
are of opinion, that thofe who were 
fent by Pharaoh to feize the true be- 
liever, his kinfman, are the perfons 
more particularly meant in_ this 
lace: for they tell us, that the faid 
eliever fled to a mountain, where 
they found him at prayers, guarded 
by the wild beafts, which ranged 
themfelves in order about him: and 
that his purfuers thereupon returned 
a great fright to their mafter, who 


(1) Al Berpawr. 
Y 2 


ut them to death for not performing 
Fis command (1). 

€ They fhall be expofed to hell- 
fire morming and evening.] Some 
expound thefe words of the previous 
punifhment they are duomed to ful- 
fer, according to a tradition of Ebn 
Malad; which informs us that their 
fouls are in the crops of black birds, 
which are expofed to hell-fire every 
morning and evening until the day of 
judgment (2). 


(2) Idem. 
arrogance, 
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arrogance®, Verily we were your followers: will ye, 
therefore, relieve us from any part of this fire? Thofe 
who behaved with arrogance fhall anfwer, Verily we 
are all doomed to fuffer therein: for Gop hath now 
judged between his fervants. And they who fhall be 
in the fire, fhall fay unto the keepers of hell", Call 
ye on your Lorp, that he would eafe us, for one day, 
from this punifhment. They fhall anfwer, Did not 
your apoftles come unto you with evident proofs? 
They fhall fay, Yea. The keepers fhall reply, Do ye 
therefore call on GOD: but the calling of the unbe- 
lievers on him fhall be only in vain. We will furely 
affift our apoftles, and thofe who believe in this 
prefent life, and on the day whereon the witneffes 
fhall ftand forth: aday whereon the excufe of the 
unbelievers fhall not avail them; but a curfe fhall 
attend them, and a wretched abode. We heretofore 
gave unto Mosss a direétion: and we left as an in- 
heritance unto the children of Isrart, the book of 
the law; a dire&ion, and an admonition to men of 
underftanding. Wherefore do thou, O prophet, bear 
the infults of the infidels with paticnce ; for the pro- 
mife of Gop is true: and afk pardon for thy fault’; 
and celebrate the praife of thy Lorn, in the evening 
and in the morning. As to thofe who impugn the 
figns of Gop, without any convincing proof which 
hath been revealed unto them, there is nothing but 
pride in their breafts*; but they fhall not attain 
their defire: wherefore fly for refuge unto Gon; for 
it is he who heareth and feeth. Verily the creation 
of heaven and earth is more confiderable than the 
creation of man: but the greater part of men do not 


® See chap. xiv p. 64. not.*. 

® Sce chap. Ixxiv. 

# Afk pardon for thy fault.] Inbe- 
ing too backward and negligent in ad- 


be underfteod generally; though it 
was revealed on account of the idola- 
trous Meccans, or of the Jews, who faid 
of Mohammed, This man is not our 


vancing the true religion, for fear of 
the infidels (1), 

" © As to thofe who impugn the 
figns of Gon, &c.] This fentence may 


- /y‘ Al Beipawrs. 


lord, but the Meffias the fon of David, 
whofe kingdom willbe extended over 
fea and land (2). 


(2) Idem. 
underftand. 


Cuap. 40. AL KORAN. 941 


underftand. The blind and the feeing fhall not be 
held equal; nor they who believe and work righte- 
oufnefs, and the evil-doer: how few revolve thefe 
things in their mind! Thelaft hour will furely come; 
there is no doubt thereof: but the greater part of 
men believe it not. Your Lorp faith, Call upon 
me; andI will hear you: but they who proudly dif- 
dain my fervice, fhall enter with ignominy into hell. 
It is Gop who hath appointed the night for you to 
take your reft therein, and the day to give you light: 
verily Gop is endued with beneficence towards man- 
kind; but the greater part of men do not give 
thanks. This isGop, your Lorn; the Creator of 
all things: there is no Gop befides him: how there- 
fore are ye turned afide from his worfhip? Thus are 
they tured afide, who oppofe the figns of Gop. It 
is Gop who hath given you the earth fora ftable 
floor, and the heaven fora cieling; and who hath 
formed you, and made your forms beautiful; and 
feedeth you with good things. Thisis Gop, your 
Lorp. Wherefore bleffed be Gop, the Lorp of all 
creatures! He is the livingeGop: there is no Gop 
but he. Wherefore call uponhim, exhibiting unto 
him the pure religion. Praife be unto Gop, the 
Lorp of all creatures! Say, Verily I am fordidden 
to worfhip the deities which ye invoke, befides Gon, 
after that evident proofs have come unto ‘me from 
my Lorp: andI am commanded to refign myfelf 
unto the Lorp of all creatures. It is he who firft 
created you of duft, and afterwards of feed, and af- 
terwards of coagulated blood; and afterwards brought 
you forth infants out of your mothers’ wombs: then he 
permitteth youto attain your age of full ftrength, and 
afterwards to grow old men, (but fome of you die 
before that age,) and to arrive at the determined pe- 
riod of your life’; that peradventure ye may under- 
ftand. Itis he who giveth life, and caufeth to die: 
and when he decreeth a thing, he only faith unto it, 


! See chap, xxii. p. 167. 


Y 3 Be, 
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Be, andit is. Doft thou not obferve thofe who dif- 
pute apgainft the figns of Gon, how they are turned 
afide from the true faith? They who charge with 
falfehood the book of the K onan, andthe other {crip- 
tures and revealed doétrines which we fent our former 
apoftles to preach, fhall hereafter know their folly ; 
when the collars fhall be on their necks, and the 
chains by which they fhall be dragged into hell: then 
fhall they be burned in the fire. And it fhall be faid 
unto them, Where are the gods which ye affociated, 
befides Gop? They fhall anfwer, They have with- 
drawn themfelves from us: yea, we called on no- 
thing™heretofore. Thus doth Gop lead the unbe- 
licvers into crror. This hath befallen you, for that 
ye rejoiced infolently on earth, in that which was 
falfe; and for that ye were elated with immoderate 
joy. Enter ye the gates of hell, to remain therein 
for ever: and wretched fhall be the abode of the 
haughty! Wherefore perfevere with patience, O 
Monammen; for the promife of Gop is true. Whe- 
ther we caufe thee to {ee any part of the punifhment 
with which we have threatened them, or whether we 
caulc thee to die before thou fee it; before us fhall 
they be affembled at the laft day. We have fenta 
great numberof apoftles before thee"; the hiftories of 
fome of whom we have related unto thee, and the 
hiitoriessof others of them we have not related unto 
thee: but no apoftle had the power to produce a 
fign, unlefs by the permiffion of Gop. When the 
command of Gop, therefore, fhall come, judgment 
fhall be given with truth; and then fhall they perith 
who endeavour to render the figns of GOD of no 
effeét. It is Gop who hath given you the cattle, that 
ye may ride on fome of them, and may eat of others 
of them; (ye alfo receive other advantages there- 


™ We called on nothing.] Secing ® See the Prelim Difc. Se&. IV. 
an idol 1s nothing in the world (1). Pp. 99. 


(3) Al Bztpawr, 


from ;) 
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from ’;) and that on them yc may arrive at the bufi- 
nefs propofed in yourmind: and on them are ye car- 
ried by land, and on fhips by fea. And he fheweth 
you his figns: which, therefore, of the figns of 
Gop, willye deny? Do they not pafs through the 
earth, and fee what hath been the end of thofe who 
were before them? They were more numcrous 
than thefe, and more mighty in ftrength, and left 
more confiderable monuments of their power in the 
earth: yet that which they had acquired, profited 
them not. And when their apoftles came unto them 
with evident proofs of their miffion, they rejoiced 
in the knowledge which was with them’: but that 
which thcy mocked at, encompaffed them. And 
when they beheld our vehgeance, they faid, We 
believe in Gop alone, and we renounce the idols 
which we aflociated with him: but their faith availed 
them not, after they had beholden our vengeance. 
This was the ordinance of Gop, which was formerly 
obferved in refpeét to his fervants: and then did the 
unbclievers perifh. 


© See chap. xvi p. 76. diced in favour of their own erroneous 
P They rejoiwed an the knowledge — doétiines, and defpiiing the inflruc- 
which was wath them.] Being preju- tions of the prophets, 


CHAP. XLI. 


Intitled, Are diftinétly explained‘; revealed at 
MEcCa. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 
| I M." This is a revelation from the moft Mer- 


e ciful: a book the verfes whereof are diltinet- 
ly explained‘, an Arabic Koran, for the inftruétion 


@ Some intitle this chapter Wor- prefixed is, for diftin&tion, gencrally 
fhip, or Adoration, becaufe the infi- — ufed. 


dels are heicin commanded to torfake F See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. ITI. 
the worbhip of idols, and to worfhip — p. 78, &c. 
Gop: but the gad chapter bearing the ® see chap Xi. p. 15. not. 4. 


fame title, that which we have here 


Y 4 of 
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of people who underftand: bearing good tidings, and 
denouncing threats : but the greater part of them turn 
afide, and hearken not thereto. And they fay, Our 
hearts are veiled from the do€trine to which thou in- 
viteft us; and there is a deafnefs in our ears, anda 
curtain between us and thee: wherefore aét thou as 
thou fhalt think fit ; for we fhall a€t according to our 
own fentiments. Say, Verily I am only a man like 
you. It is revealed unto me that your Gop is one 
Gop: wherefore direét your way ftrait unto him; 
and afk pardon of him for what is paft. And woe be 
to the idolaters, who give not the appointed alms, 
and believe not inthe lifeto come! But as to thofe 
who believe, and work righteoufnefs; they fhall re- 
ceive an evcrlafting reward. Say, Do ye indeed dif- 
believe in him who created the earth in two days'; 
and do ye fet up equals unto him? He is the Lorp 
of all creatures. And he placed in the earth moun- 
tains firmly rooted", rifing above the fame: and he 
bleffed it; and provided therein the food of the crea- 
tures, defigned to be the inhabitants thereof, in four 
days; equally for thofe who afk*. Thenhe fet his 
mind to the creation of heaven; and it was fmoke’: 
and he faid unto it, and to the earth, Come, either 
obediently, or againft your will. They anfwered, 
We come obedient tothy command. And he formed 


Cuap, 41. 


* Intwo days.] Viz. the two firft 
days of the week dy) 

« See chap. xvi. p. 77. 

 Infour days.] That is, including 
the two former days wherein the earth 
‘was created, 

x Equally, for thofe who afk.] i.e. 
For all, in pa deta to the neceffity 
of each, and as their feveral appetites 
require. Some refer the word Saw4an, 
here tranflated egually, and whichalfo 
fignifies completely, to the four days ; 
{uppoie the meaning to be, that Gop 


(1) JaLLaxro’ppin, 


created thefe things in juft fo many 
entire and complete days (2). 

Y It was fmoke.]. Or darkneis. 
Al Zamakhari fays, this fmoke pro- 
ceeded from the waters under the 
throne of Gon, (which throne was one 
of the things created before the heav- 
ens and the earth,) and rofe above the 
water: that the water being dried up, 
the earth was formed out of it, and 
the heavens out of the fmoke which 
had mounted aloft. 


(2) Idem, Al Berpawr. 


them 


Cuap. 41. AL KORAN. 345 


them into feven heavens, in two days’ ; and revealed 
unto every heaven its office. And we adorned the 
lower heaven with lights, and placed therein a guard 
of angels*. This is the difpofition of the mighty, 
the wife GOD. If the Meccans withdraw from 
thefe inftru€tions, fay, I denounce unto you a fudden 
deftruction, like the deftru&tion of Ap and THamup. 
When the apoftles came unto them before them and 
behind them*, faying, Worfhip Gop alone; they 
an{wered, If our Lorn had been pleafed to fend mef- 
fengers, he had furely fent angels; and we believe 
not the meffage with which ye are fent. As to the 
tribe of Ap, they behaved infolently in the earth, 
without reafon, and faid, Who is more mighty than 
we in ftrength? Did they not fee that Gop, who had 
created them, was more mighty than they in ftrength? 
And they knowingly rejetted our figns. Wherefore 
we fent againft them a piercing wind, on days of ill 
luck‘, that we might make them tafte the punifh- 
ment of fhame in this world; but the punifhment of 
the life to come will be more {hameful; and they 
fhall not be proteéted therefrom. _ And as to Tua- 
MUD, we direéted them; but they loved blindnefs 
better than the true dire¢tion: wherefore the terrible 
noife of an ignominious punifhment affailed them, 
for that which they had deferved; but we delivered 
thofe who believed, and feared Gop*. And warn 
them of the day, on which the enemies of Gop fhall 
be gathered together unto hell-fire, and fhall march 


the expcétatiqn of future rewards or 
punifhments, 


3 Intwo aye viz. On the fifth 
and fixth days of the week. Itis faid 


the heavens were created on Thurfday, 
and the fun, moon, and ftars, on Fri- 
day; in the evening of which laft day 
Adam was made (3). 

® See chap. xv. p. 70. 

> Before them and behind them. 
That is, on every fide; perfuading an 
urging them continually, and by argu- 
ments drawn from paft examples, and 


(1) Idem. 


€ On days of ill luck.] It is faid 
that this wind continued from Wed- 
nefday to Wednefday inclufive, being 
the latter end of the month Shawl: 
and that a Wednefday is the day 
whereon Gon {ends down his judg- 
ments on a wicked people (2). 

@ See chap. vii. p. 198, &c. 


(2) Al Berpawt. 
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in diftin@ bands; until, when they fhall arrive there- 
at, their ears, and their eyes, and their fkins, fhall 
bear witnefs againft them of that which they fhall 
have wrought. And they fhall fay unto their fkins, 
Wherefore do ye bear witnefs againft us? They fhall 
anfwer, Gop hath caufed us to fpeak, who giveth 
fpeech unto all things: he created you the firft time; 
and unto him are ye returned. Ye did not hide your- 
felves, while ye finned, fo that your ears, and your 
eyes, and your fkins, could not bear witnefs againft 
yous: but ye thought that Gop was ignorant of 
many things which ye did. This was your opinion, 
which ye imagined of your Lorn; it hath ruined 

ou; and ye are become loft people. Whether they 
ae their torment, hell-fire fhall be their abode; or 
whether they beg for favour, they fhall not obtain 
favour. And we will give them the devils to be their 
companions: for they dreffed up for them the falfe 
notions which they entertained of this prefent world, 
and of that which js to come; and the fentencc juftly 
fitteth them, which was formerly pronounced on the 
nations of genii and men who were before them; 
for they perifhed. ‘The unbelievers fay, Hearken 
not unto this Koran ; but ufe vain difcourfe' during 
the reading thereof; that ye may overcome the voice 
of the reader by your fcoffs and laughter. Wherefore 
we will furely caufe the unbelicvers to tafte a griev- 
ous punifhment, and we will certainly reward them 
for the evils which they fhall have wrought. This 
fhall be the reward of the enemies of Gop, namcly, 
hell-fire; therein is prepared for them an everlafting 
abode, as a reward for that they have wittingly re- 
jefted our figns, And the infidcls fhall fay in hell, 
O Lorp, fhew us the two who f{educed us, of the 


Crrap. 41. 


€ Ye did not hide yourfelves fo 
that your cars, and your eyes, and 
your fkins, could not bear witnefs 
againit baal i.e, Ye hid your crimes 
fram men, little thinking that your 


very members, from which ye could 
not hide them, would rife up as wit- 
nefles againft you. 

f Ue vain difcourfe.] Or, Talk 
aloud. 


genil 
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genii and men®, and we will caft them under our 
feet, that they may become moft bafe and defpicable. 
As for thofe who fay, Our Lorn is Gop, and who 
behave uprightly; the angels fhall defcend unto 
them", and fhall fay, Fear not, neither be ye grieved; 
but rejoice in the hopes of paradife, which ye have 
been promifed. We are your friends in this life, and 
in that which is to come: therein fhall ye have that 
which your fouls fhall defire, and therein fhall ye 
obtain whatever ye fhall afk for; as a gift from a 
gracious and merciful GOD. Who fpeaketh better 
than he who inviteth unto Gop, and worketh righte- 
oufnefs, and faith, I am a Mollem? Good and evil 
fhall not be held equal. Turn away evil with that 
which is better; and behold, the man between whom 
and thyfelf there was enmity, fhall become, as it were, 
thy warmeft friend: but none fhall attain to this per- 
feétion, except they who are patient; nor fhall any 
attain thereto, except he who is endued with a great 
happinefs of temper. And if a malicious fuggeftion 
be offered unto thee from Satan, have recourfe 
unto Gop; for it 1s he who hcareth and knoweth. 
Among the figns of his power are the night, and 
the day, and the fun, and the moon. Worfhip 
not the fun, neither the moon; but worfhip Gop, 
who hath created them; if ye ferve him. But if 
they proudly difdain his fervice; verily the angels, 
who are with thy Lorn, praife him night and day, 
and are not wearied. And among his figns, another 
is, that thou feeft the land wafte: but when we fend 
down rain thereon, it is ftirred, and fermenteth. And 
he who quickeneth the earth, will furely quicken the 


® The two who Seduced us, of the 
enii and et i.e. Thofe of either 
pecies, who drew us into fin and 
yuin. Some fuppofe that the two more 
particularly intended here, are Eblis 
and Cain; the two authors of infidelity 

and murder /1). 
& The angels fhall defcend unto 


(1) Al Berpaw:, JALLALO’DDIN, 


them.] Either while they are living 
on earth, to difpofe their minds to 
good, to preferve them from tempta- 
tions, and to comfort them; or at the 
hour of death, to fupport them in 
their laft agony; or at their coming 
forth from their graves, at the refure 
reclion (2). ey 


(2) Idem. 
dead ; 
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dead; for he is almighty. Verily thofe who impi- 
oufly wrong our figns, are not concealed from us. 
Is he, therefore, better, who {hall be caft into hell- 
fire, or he who {hall appear fecure on the day of re- 
furre€tion? Work that which ye will: he certainly 
beholdeth whatever ye do. Verily they who believe 
not in the admonition of the Koran, after it hath 
come unto them, fhall one day be difcovered. It is 
certainly a book of infinite value: vanity fhall not 
approach it, either from before it, or from behind 
it': itis a revelation from a wife GOD, whofe praife 
is juftly to be celebrated. No other is faid unto thee 
by the infidels of Mecca, than what hath been for- 
merly faid unto the apoftles before thee: verily thy 
Lorp is inclined to forgivenefs, and is alfo able to 
chaftife feverely. If we had revealed the Koran in 
a foreign language“, they had furely faid, Unlefs 
the figns thereof be diftinétly explained, we will not 
receive the fame: 1s the book written in a foreign 
tongue, and the perfon unto whom it is direéted, an 
Arabian? Anfwer, It is, unto thofe who believe, a 
fure guide, anda remedy for doubt and uncertainty : 
but unto thofe who believe not, it is a thicknefs of 
hearing in their ears, and it is a darknefs which co- 
vereth them; thefe are as they who are called unto 
from a diftant place'. We heretofore gave the book 
of the law unto Mosss; and a difpute arofe concern- 
ing the fame: and if a previous decree had not pro- 
ceeded from thy Lorp, to refpite the oppofers of that 
revelation, verily the matter had been decided between 
them, by the deftruétion of the infidels; for they were 
in avery great doubt as to the fame. He whodoth 
right, doth it to the advantage of his own foul; and 
he who doth evil, doth it againft the fame: for thy 
XXV. Lorp is not unjuft towards his fervants. * Unto 


4 Vanity thall not approach it, e- 1 Thefe are as they who are called 
ther from before it, or from behind unto from a diftant place ] Being fo 
it. ] That is, It fhall not be prevailed far off that they hear not, or under- 
againft, or fruftrated by any means, _ ftand not the voice of him who calls 
or in any refpe& whatever. to them. 

E See chap, xvi. p. 89, &c. 


him 
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him is referved the knowledge of the hour of judg- 
ment: andno fruit cometh forth from the knops which 
involve it; neither doth any female conceive in her 
womb, nor is fhe delivered of her burden, but with his 
knowledge. On the day whereon he fhall call them 
to him, faying, Where are my companions which ye 
afcribed unto me? they fhall anfwer, We affure thee 
there is no witnefs of this matter among us™: and the 
idols which they called on before, fhall withdraw them- 
felves from them; and they fhall perceive that there 
will be no way toefcape. Man is not wearied with 
afking good; but if evil befal him, he defpondeth, 
and defpaireth. And if he caufe him to tafte mercy 
from us, after affli€tion hath touched him, he furely 
faith, This is due to me on account of my deferts: I 
do not think the hour of judgment will ever come; 
and if I be brought before my Lorop, J fhall furely at- 
tain, with him, the moft excellent condition. But we 
will then declare unto thofe who fhall not have be- 
lieved, that which they have wrought: and we will 
furely caufe them to tafte a moft fevere punifhment. 
When we confer favours on man, he turneth afide, 
and departeth without returning thanks: but whenevil 
touchcth him, he is frequent at prayer. Say, What 
think ye? ifthe Koran be from Gop, and ye believe 
not therein; who will lie under a greater error, than 
he who diffenteth widely therefrom? Hereafter we 
will fhew them our figns in the regions of the earth, 
andin themfelves’; until it become manifeft unto them 
that this book isthe truth. Isit not fufhcient for thee 
that thy Lorn is witnefs of all things? Are they not 
in a doubt as to the meeting of their Lorp at the re- 
furreClion? Doth not he encompafs all things? 


™ They fhall an{wer, There isno the regions of the earth, and in them- 
witnels of this matter among us.] felves ) By the furprifing viétories 
For they fhall difclaim their idols at and conquefts of Mohammed, and 
the relurreétion. : his fucceffors (1). 

® We will fhew them our figns in 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLII. 
Intitled, Confultation’; revealed at Mecca’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M. A. S.K.* Thus doth the mighty, the 

e wife Gop reveal his will unto thee; and in 

like manner did he reveal it unto the prophets who 
were before thee. Unto him belongeth whatever is in 
heaven, and in earth ; and he is the high, the great 
GOD. It wanteth little but that the heavens be rent 
in funder from above, at the awfulnefs of his Majefty : 
the angels celebrate the praife of their Lorn, and afk 
pardon for thofe who dwell in theearth. Is not Gop 
the forgiver of fins, the merciful? But as to thofe 
who take other gods for their patrons, befides him, 
Gop obferveth their a€tions: for thou art not a ftew- 
ard over them. Thus have we revealed unto thee an 
Arabic Koran, that thou mayeft warn the metro- 
polis of Mecca, and the Arabs who dwell round 
about it; and mayeft threaten them with the day of 
the general affembly, of which there is no doubt: 
one part fhall then be placed in paradife, and another 
part in hell. If Gop had pleafed, he had made them 
all of one religion: but he leadeth whom he pleafeth 
into his mercy; and the unjuft fhall have no patron 
or helper. Do they take other patrons, befides him? 
whereas Gon 1s the only true patron: he quickeneth 
the dead; and he is almighty. Whatever matter ye 
difagree about, the decifion thereof appertaineth unto 
Gop. This is Gop, my Lorn: in him do I truft, 


© The title is taken from the verfe which the chapter begins. 
wherein the believers are commended, P Jallalo’ddin excepts three verfes, 
among other things, for ufing deli- beginning with thefe words, Say, 1 
beration in their affairs, and contult- afk not of you, for this my preach- 
ing together, in order to aét for the ing, any reward, &c. 
beft. Some, miicad of this word, @Sce the Prelim. Dif. Se&. III. 
preix the five jingle letters with  p. 78, &c. 


and 
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and unto him do I turn me; the Creator of heaven 
and earth: he hath given you wives of your own 
fpecics, and cattle both male and female; by which 
means he multiplieth you: there is nothing like him; 
and it is he who heareth and feeth. His are the keys 
of heaven and earth: he beftoweth provifion abun- 
dantly on whom he pleafeth, and he is {paring unto 
whom he pleafeth; for he knoweth all things. He 
hath ordained you the religion which he commanded 
Noau, and which we have revealed unto thee, O 
Mouwammep, and which we commanded ABRAHAM, 
and Mosss, and Jesus": faying, Obferve this reli- 
gion, and be not divided therein. The worfhip of 
one GOD, to which thou inviteft them, is grievous 
unto the unbelievers: God will ele& thereto whom 
he pleafeth, and will dire& unto the fame him who 
fhallrepent. Thofe who lived in times paft, were not 
divided among themfelves until after that the know- 
ledge of GOD’s unity had come unto them through 
their own perverfencfs: and unlefs a previous decree 
had paffed from thy Lorn, to bear’ with them till a 
determined time, verily the matter had been decided 
between them, by the deftrudlion of the gain-fayers. 
They who have inherited the fcriptures after them’, 
are certainly in a perplexing doubt concerning the 
fame’. Wherefore invite them to reccive the fure faith, 
and be urgent with them, as thou haft been command- 
cd; and follow not their vain defires: and fay, 1 
believe in all the fcriptures which Gop hath fent down; 
and lam commanded to eltablifh juftice among you: 
Gop is our Loxp, and your Lorp: unto us will 
our works be imputed, and unto you will your works 
beimputed: let there be no wrangling between us and 
you; for Gop will affcemble us all at the laft day, 
and unto him fhall we return. As to thofe who dif- 


¥ See ibid. Seét. IV. p. 92, and 98, * Are in a doubt concerning the 
, fame.}] Not underftanding the true 
* They who have inhented the = meaning, nor believing the real doc- 
fcrsptures after eae Viz. The — tsines thereof 
mmodein Jews and Chriltians. 
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pute concerning Gon, after obedience hath been paid 
him by receiving his religion, their difputing fhall be 
vain in the fight of their Lorn; and wrath fhall fall 
on them, and they fhall fuffer a grievous punifhment. 
It is Gop-who hath fent down the {cripture with truth; 
and the balance of true judgment: and what fhall 
inform thee whether the hour be nigh at hand? They 
who believe not therein, wifh it to be haftened by 
way of mockery: but they who believe, dread the 
fame, and know it to be the truth. Are not thofe 
who difpute concerning the Jaft hour in a wide error? 
Gop is bounteous unto his fervants: he provideth 
for whom he pleafeth ; and he is the ftrong, the mighty. 
Whofo choofcth the tillage of the life to tome’, 
unto him will we give increafe in his tillage: and 
whofo choofeth the tillage of this world, we will give 
him the fruit thereof; but he fhall have no part in 
the life to come. Have the idolaters deities which 
ordain them a religion which Gop hath not allow- 
ed? But had it not been for the decree of refpiting 
their punifhment to the day of feparating the infidels 
from the true believers, judgment had been already 
given betwecn them: for the unjuft fhall furely 
fuffer a painful torment. On that day thou fhalt fee 
the unjuit in great terror, becaufe of their demerits ; 
and the penalty thereof fhall fall upon them: but 
they who believe, and do good works, fhall dwell in 
the delightful meadows of paradife; they fhall ob- 
tain whatever they fhal] defire, with their Lorp. 
This is the greateft acquifition. This is what Gop 
promifeth unto his fervants who believe and do good 
works. Say, I afk not of you, for this my preaching, 
any reward, exccpt the love of my relations: and 
whoever fhall have deferved well by one good aétion, 
unto him will we add the merit of another aétion 
thereto; for Gop is inclined to forgive, and ready 
to reward. Do they fay, Monammep hath blaf- 


¥ Whofo choofeth the tillage of | what is fown in this world, will be 
the life to come.}] Labourmg here, reaped in the next, 
to obtain a reward hereafter: for 


2 phemoully 
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phemoufly forged a lie concerning Gon? If Gop 
pleafeth, he will feal up thy heart”: and Gop will 
abfolutely abolifh vanity, and will eftablifh the truth 
in his words*; for he knoweth the innermoft parts 
of men’s breafts. It is he who accepteth repentance 
from his fervants, and forgiveth fins, and knoweth 
that which ye do. He willincline his ear unto thofe 
who believe and work righteoufnefs, and will add 
unto them above what they fhall afk or deferve of 
his bounty: but the unbelievers fhall fuffer a fevere 
punifhment. If Gop fhould beftow abundance upon 
his fervants, they would certainly behave infolently 
in the earth: but he fendeth down by meafure unto 
every one that which he pleafeth ; for he well knoweth 
and feeth the condition of his fervants. Itis he who 
fendeth down the rain, after men have defpaired 
thereof, and fpreadeth abroad his mercy ; and he is 
the patron, juftly to be praifed. Among his figns 
is the creation of heaven and earth, and of the living 
creatures with which he hath replenifhed them both; 
and he is able to gather them together before his tri- 
bunal, whenever he pleafeth. Whatever misfortune 
befalleth you, is fent you by GOD, for that which 
your hands have deferved; and yet he forgiveth many 
things: ye fhall not fruftrate the divine vengeance 
in the earth; neither fhall ye have any proteétor or 
helper againft Gop.: Among his figns alfo are the 
{hips running in the fea, like high mountains: if he 


w If Gop pleafeth, he will feal u 
thy heart.] The meaning of thefe 
‘words is fomewhat obfcure. Some 
imagine they exprefs a deteftation of 
the forgery charged on the prophet by 
the infidels; hecaufe none could be 
capable of fo wicked an aétion, but 
one whofe heart was clofe fhut, and 
knew not his Lorn: as if hehad faid, 
God forbid that thou fhouldft be fo 
void of grace, or have fo little fenfe 
of thy duty! Others think the fignifi- 
cation to be, that Gop might firike 


|-Bribawi. 


VOL. II. 


all the revelations which had been 
vouchfafed to Mohammed, out of his 
heart at once; and others, that Gop 
would ftrengthen his heart with pati- 
ence againft the infults of the unbe- 
lievers (1). 

X Gop will abolifh vanity, and 
eftablith the truth.] Wherefore, if the 
doétrine taught in this book be of 
man, it will certainly fail, and come 
to nothing; but if it be of Gon, it 
can never be overthrown (2). 


in 


(2) Idem. 


pleafeth, 
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pleafeth, he caufeth the wind to ceafe, and they lie ftill 
onthe back of the water: (verily herein are figns unto 
every patient and grateful perfon:) or he deftroyeth 
them by fhipwreck, becaufe of that which their crews 
have merited; though he pardoneth many things. 
And they who difpute againft our figns, fhall know 
that there will be no way for them to efcape our 
vengeance. Whatever things are given you, they 
are the provifion of this prefent life: but the reward 
which is with Gop is better, and more durable, for 
thofe who believe, and put their truft in their Lorp; 
and who avoid heinous and filthy crimes ; and when 
they are angry, forgive; and who hearken unto 
their Lorn, and are conftant at prayer ; and whofe 
affairs are dire€ted by confultation among them- 
felves, and who give alms out of what we have be- 
ftowed on them; and who, when an injury is done 
them, avenge themfelves’: (and the retaliation of 
‘evil ought to be an evil proportionate thereto:) but 
he who forgiveth, and is reconciled unto his enemy, 
fhall receive his reward from Gon’; for he loveth 
not the unjuft doers. And whofo fhall avenge him- 
fclf, after he hath been injured ; as to thefe, it is not 
lawful to punifh them for it: but it is only lawful to 
punifh thofe who wrong men, and aé infolently in 
the earth, againft juftice; thefe fhall fuffer a grievous 
punifhment. And whofo beareth injuries patiently, 
and forgiveth; verily this is a neceffary work. Whom 
Gop fhall caufe to err, he fhall afterwards have no 
protector. And thou fhalt fee the ungodly, who fhall 
fay, when they behold the punifhment prepared for 
them, Isthere no way to return back into the world ? 
And thou fhalt fee them expofed unto hell-fire; de- 
jetted, becaufe of the ignominy they fhall undergo; 


¥ And who, when an injury is are not inconfiftent with clemency (1); 
done them, avenge themfelves.] Ufing _ the rule being, 
the means which Gop has put into Parcere {ubjeGtis, & debellare {ua 
their hinds for their own defence. perhos, 
This is added to complete the charac- * Seechap.v. p 198. &c, 
tes here given; for valour and courage 


(1) Al Beviawi. 


they 
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they fhall look af the fire fide-ways, and by ftealth: 
and the true believers fhall fay, Verily the lofersare 
they who have loft their own fouls, and their families, 
on the day of refurreétion: fhall not the ungodly 
continue in eternal torment? They fhall have no 
protettors to defend them againft Gop: and whom 
Gop fhall caufe to err, he fhall find no way to the 
truth. Hearken unto your Lorn, before the day 
come, which Gop will not keep back: ye fhall have 
no place of refuge on that day; neither fhall ye be 
able to deny your fins. But if thofe to whom thou 
- preacheft turn afide from thy admonitions, verily we 
have not fent thee to be a guardian over them: thy 
duty is preaching only. When we caufe man to tafte 
mercy from us, he rejoiceth thereat: but ifevil befal 
them, for that whichtheir hands have formerly com- 
mitted, verily man becometh ungrateful. Unto Gop 
appertaineth the kingdom of heaven and earth: he 
createth that which he pleafeth; he giveth females 
unto whom he pleafeth, and he giveth males unto 
whom he pleafeth; or he giveth them males and fe- 
males jointly: and he maketh whom he pleafeth to 
be childlefs; for he is wife and powerful. It is not 
fit for man, that Gop fhould fpeak unto him other- 
wife than by private revelation, or from behind a 
veil, or by his fending of a meffenger to reveal, by 
his permilffion, that which he pleafeth; for he is high 
and wife. Thus have we revealed unto thee a reve- 
lation*, by our command. Thou didft not under- 
ftand, before this, what the book of the Koran was, 
nor what the faith was: but we have ordained the 
fame for a light; we will thereby dire& fuch of 
our fervants as we pleafe: and thou fhalt furely di- 
rect them into the right way, the way of Gop, unto 
whom belongeth whatever is in heaven andon earth, 
Shall not all things return unto Gop? 


* Thus have we revealed unto thee tha f{pirit Gabriel unto thee with 3 
a revelation.] Or, asthe words may revelation. 
allo be ted, Thus have we fent 
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CHAP, XLII. 


Intitled, The Ornamentsof Gold’; revealed at 
MEcca* 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.* By the perfpicuous book ; verily we have 
H. ordained the fame an Arabic Koran, that ye 
may underftand: and it is certainly written in the 
original book *, kept with us, being fublime, and full 
of wifdom. Shall we therefore turn away from you 
the admonition, and deprive you thereof, becaufe ye 
are a people who tranfgrefs? And how many pro- 
phets have we fent among thofe of old? and no pro- 
phet came unto them, but they laughed him to fcorn: 
wherefore we deftroyed nations who were more 
mighty than thefe in ftrength: and the example of 
thofe who were of old, hath been already fet before 
them. Ifthou afk them who created the heavens and 
the earth, they will certainly anfwer, The mighty, 
the wife GOD created them: who hath fpread the 
earth as a bed for you, and hath made you paths 
therein, that ye may be direfted: and who fendeth 
down rain from heaven by meafure, whereby we 
quicken a dead country; (fo fhall ye be brought 
forth from your graves:) and who hath created all 
the various {pecies of things, and hath given you fhips 
and cattle, whereon ye are carried; that ye may {fit 
firmly on the backs thereof, and may remember the 
favour of your Lorp, when ye fit thereon, and may 
fay, Praife be unto him who hath fubjeéted thefe 
unto our fervice! for we could not have maftered 


> The word chofen for the title of @ See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. IIT. 


this chapter, occurs p. 358. p. 78. &c. 

© Same except the verie beginning € In the original book.] i.e. The 
with thele words, And afk our apoftles = preferved Table; which is the origi« 
whom we have ient before thee, &c. nal of all the {criptuses in general. 


them 
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them by our own power: and unto our Lorn fhall 
we furely return. Yet have they attributed unto 
him fome of his fervants as his offspring: verily man 
is openly ungrateful. Hath GOD taken daughters 
out of thofe beings which he hath created ; and hath 
he chofen fons for you? But when one of them hath 
the news brought of the birth of a child of that fex 
which they attribute unto the Merciful, as his fimili- 
tude, his face becometh black, and he is oppreffed 
with forrow‘. Do they therefore attribute unto GOD 
female iffue, which are brought up among ornaments, 
and are contentious without caufe? And do they 
make the angels, who are the fervants of the Merci- 
ful, females? Were they prefent at their creation? 
Their teftimony fhall be written down, and they 
fhall be examined concerning the fame on the day of 
judgment. And they fay, If the Merciful had pleafed, 
we had not worfhipped them. They have no know- 
ledge herein: they only utter a vain lie. Have we 
given them a book of revelations before this; and do 
they keep the fame in their cuftody? But they fay, 
Verily we found our fathers practifing a religion ; 
and we are guided in their footfteps. ‘Thus we fent 
no preacher, before thee, unto any city, but the in- 
habitants thereof, who lived in affluence, faid, Verily 
we found our fathers praétifing a religion: and we 
tread in their footfteps. And the preacher anf{wered, 
What, although I bring you a more right religion 
than that which ye found your fathers to prattife? 
And they replied, Verily we believe not that whichye 
are fent to preach. Wherefore we took vengeance on 
them : and behold what hath been the end of thofe 
who accufed our apoitles of impofture. Remember 
when Asranam faid unto his father, and his people, 
Verily I am clear of the gods which ye worfhip, 
except him who hath created me; for he will dircct 
me aright. And he ordained this to be a conftant 
doftrine among his pofterity; that they fhould be 
turned from idolatry to the worfhip of the only true 
f See chap. 16, p. 83, &c. 


43 GOD. 
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GOD. Verily I have permitted thefe Meccans 
and their fathers to live in profperity, until the truth 
{hould come unto them, and a manifeft apoftle: but 
now the truth is come unto them, they fay, This is 
a piece of forcery ; and we believe not therein. And 
they fay, Had this Koran been fent down unto fome 
great man of either of the two cities*, we would have 
received it. Do they diftribute the mercy of thy 
Lorn"? We diftribute their neceffary provifion 
among them in this prefent life, and we raife fome 
of them feveral degrees above the others, that the 
one of them may take the other to ferve him: and 
the mercy of thy Lorp is more valuable than the 
riches which they gather together. If it were not 
that mankind would have become one feét of infidels, 
verily we had given unto thofe who believe not in 
the Merciful, roofs of filver to their houfes, and 
ftairs of filver, by which they might afcend thercto, 
and doors of filver to their houfes, and couches of 
filver for them to lean on; and ornaments of gold; 
for all this is the provifion of the prefent life: but the 
next life with thy Lorp fhall be for thofe who fear 
him. Whoever {hall withdraw from the admonition 
of the Merciful, we will chain a devil unto him; 
and he fhall be his infeparable companion: (and the 
devils fhall turn them afide from the way of truth; 
yet they fhall imagine themfelves to be rightly di- 
rected:) until when he fhall appear before us at the 
Jaft day, he fhall fay unto the devil', Would to Gop 
that between me and thee there was the diftance of 
the eait from the weft! O how wretched a companion 
artthou! But wifhes fhall not avail you on this day, 


fince ye have becn unj ult: 


of the fame pumihment. 


® Had the Koran been fent down 
unto fome great man of either of the 
two cities.] 1. e. To one of the 
principal inhabitants of Mecca, or of 
Tayef; fuch as al Walid Ebn al 
Moghcira, or Orwa Ebn Mafud the 


for ye fhall be partakers 
Canit thou, O prophet, 


Thakifite (1). 

4 The mercy of thy Lorn.] By 
this expreflion the prophetic office is 
here particularly intended. 

i See chap, xix. p. 136. 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


make 
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make the deaf to hear, or canft thou dire& the blind, 
and him who is ina manifeft error? Whether we 
take thee away, we will furely take vengeance on 
them; or whether we caufe thee to fee the punifh- 
ment with which we have threatened them executed, 
we will certainly prevail over them. Wherefore 
hold faft the doétrine which hath been revealed unto 
thee; for thou art in a right way: and it is a me- 
morial unto thee and thy people, and hereafter fhall 
ye be examined concerning your obfervance thereof. 
And afk our apoftles whom we have fent before 
thee*, whether we have appointed gods for them 
to worfhip, befides the Merciful. We formerly fent 
Moses with our figns unto Puaraon and his 
princes, and he faid, Verily I am the apoftle of the 
Lorp of all creatures. And when he came unto 
them with our figns, behold, they laughed him to 
{corn; although we fhewed them no fign, but it 
was greater than the other’: and we infli€ed a 
punifhment™ on them, that peradventure they might 
be converted. And they faid unto Moszs, O magi- 
Clan, pray unto thy Lorp for us, according to the 
covenant which he hath made with thee; for we will 
certainly be direéted. But when we took the plague 
from off them, behold, they brake their promife. 
And Puaraon made proclamation among his 
people, faying, O my people, is not the kingdom of 
Ecypr mine, and thefe rivers" which flow beneath 
me? Do ye not fee? Am not I better than this 
Moses; who is a contemptible perfon, and can 


® Ask our apoftles whom we have 
fent before thee} That is, Ask 
thofe who profefs the religions which 
they taught, and their learned men 
1 


' But it was greater than the other. ] 
Literally, Than its iter. ‘The mean- 
ing is, that the miracles were all very 
Great and confiderable, or, as the 


(3) Al Berpawi, JALLALO’ppIN, &c. 


Z 4 


French may exprefs it, by a phrale 
nearly the fame, Les uns plus grands 
que les autres. 

™ A punifhment.] Viz. The fuc- 
ceffive plagues which they fuffered 
previous to their final deftruction in 
the Red Sea. 

. Thefe noe To wit, The 
Nile and its branches (2), 


(2) Idem, 


{carce 
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{carce exprefs himfelf intelligibly°? Have bracelets 
of gold, therefore, been put upon him?, or do the 
angels attend him in orderly proceffion? And Pua- 
RAOH perfuaded his people to light behaviour; and 
they obeyed him: for they were a wicked people. 
And when they had provoked us to wrath, we took 
vengeance on them, and we drowned them all: and 
we made them a precedent, and an example unto 
others. And when the fon of Mary was propofed 
for an example; behold, thy people cried out through 
excefs of joy thereat’; and they faid, Are our gods 
better, or he? They have propofed this inftance unto 
thee no otherwife than for an occafion of difpute ; 
vea, they are contentious men. JE£sus is no other 
than a fervant, whom we favoured with the gift of 
prophecy; and we appointed him for an example‘ 
unto the children of Israzv: (if we pleafed, verily 
we could from yourfelves produce angels, to fucceed 
you in the earth':) and he fhall be a fign of the ap- 
proach of the laft hour‘; wherefore doubt not thereof. 

And 


© Sec chap. xx. p. 140. not. ®. 

P Have bracelets of gold been put 
upon him?] Such _ bracelets were 
inme of the infignia of royalty: for 
when the Egyptians raifed a perfon 
to the dignity of a prince, they put 
a collar or chain arceota about his 
neck (1), and bracelets of gold on his 
wrilts (2), 

4 When the fon of Mary was pro- 
poled for an example, &c.] This 
pavlage is generally fuppofed to 

ave been revealed on occafion of 
an obicélion made by one Ebn al 
Zabari to thofe words in the erst 
chapter (3), by which all in  gene- 
ral, who were worlhipped a» deities, 
befides Gop, are doomed to hell: 
wheieupon the infidels cried out, 
We are contented that our gods fhould 
be with Jefus; for he alfo is wor- 


Shipped as Gop (4). Some, how- 


(1) See Genef. xli, qe. 
(3 ree fe 164. 


ever, are of opinion, it might have 
been revealed in anfwer to certain 
idolaters, who faid that the Chrif- 
tians, who received the id ee 
worfhipped Jefus, fuppofing him to 
be the fon of Gop; whereas the 
angels were more worthy of that 
honour than he (5). 

* Anexample.] Or an inftance of 
our power, by his miraculous birth. 

* We could from yourfelves pio- 
duce angels, &c.] As eafily as we 
produced Jefus without a father (6). 
The intent of the words is to fhew 
how juft and reafonable it 1s to think, 
that the angels fhould bear the re~ 
lation of children to men, rather than 
to Gop; they being his creatures, as 
well as men, ad equally in his 
power, 

© He fhall be a fign of the approach 
of the lafthour.] For fome time be- 

fore 


(2) Al Berpawr, JALLALO’ppIN. 
(4) JauLaro'ppin, Al Bespaws. 


(5) Idem, 
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And follow me: this is the right way. And let not 
Satan caufe you toturnafide: for he is your open 
enemy. And when Jzsus came with evident mira- 
cles, he faid, Now am I come unto you with wif- 
dom", and to explain unto you part of thofe things 
concerning which ye difagree: wherefore fear Gon, 
and obey me. Verily Gop is my Lorp, and your 
Lorp; wherefore worfhip him: this is the right 
way. And the confederated fe&ts among them fell to 
variance”: but woe unto thofe who-have aéted un- 
juftly, becaufe of the punifhment of a grievous day. 
Do the unbelievers wait for any other than the hour 
of judgment ; that it may come upon them fuddenly, 
while they forefee it not? The intimate friends, on 
that day, fhall be enemies unto one another ; except 
the pious. O my fervants, there fhall no fear come 
on you this day, neither fhall ye be grieved; who 
have believedin our figns, and have been Moflems : 
enter ye into paradife,ye and yourwives,withgreatjoy. 
Difhes of gold fhall be carried round unto them, and 
cups without handles: and therein fhall they enjoy 
whatever their fouls fhall defire, and whatever their 
eyes fhall delight in: and ye fhall remain therein for 
ever. This is paradife, which ye have inherited as a 


forethe refurre€tion Jefusis to defcend of whom he will alfo make a general 


on earth, according to the Mohamme- 
dans, near Damafcus (1), or, as fome 
fay, near a rock in the Holy Land, 
named Afik, with a lance in his hand, 
wherewith he is to kill Antichrift, 
whom he will encounter at Ludd, or 
Lydda, a {mall town not far from 
Joppa(a). They add, that he will ar- 
Tive at Jerufalem at the time of morn 

ing prayer, that he thall perform his 
devotions after the Mohammedan in- 
flitution, and officiate inftead of the 
Imam, who hhall give place to him; 
that he will break down the crofs, and 
deftroy the churches of the Chriftians, 


flaughter, excepting only fuch as thall 
profefs Iflam, &c. (3). 

® Now am I come unto you with 
wifdom.] That is, witha book of re- 
velations, and an excellent fyftem of 
religion, 

w The confederated {ets fell to vari- 
ance.] This may be underftood either 
of the Jews in the time of Jefus, who 
oppofed his doétrine, or of the Chrif- 
tians fince, wha have fallen into varir 
ous opinions concetning him; fome 
making him to be Gop, others the fon 
of Gop, and others one of the perfons 
of the Trinity, &c. (4). 


(1) See the Prelim, Difc. Se€t. IV. p. 106. (2)Sce ibid. (3) Al Bzrnaws. 


(4) Idem. 


reward 
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reward for that which ye have wrought. Therein 
fhall ye have fruits in abundance, of which ye fhall 
eat. Butthe wicked fhall remain for ever in the 
torment of hell: it fhall not be made lighter unto 
them; and they fhall defpair therein. We deal not 
unjuftly with them, but they deal unjuitly with their 
own fouls. And they fhall call aloud, faying, 
O Matec’, intercede for us, that thy Lorp would 
end us by annihilation. He fhall anfwer’, Verily 
ye fhall remain here for ever. We brought you 
the truth heretofore, but the greater part of you 
abhorred the truth. Have the infidels fixed ona 
method to circumvent our apoftle ? Verily we will 
fix on a method to circumvent them. Do they 
imagine that we hear not their fecrets, and their 
private difcourfe? Yea; and our meffengers who 
attend them * write down the fame. Say, If the Mer- 
ciful had a fon, verily I would be the firft of thofe 
who fhould worfhip him. Far be the Lorp of 
heaven and earth, the Lorp of the throne, from 
that which they affirm of him! Wherefore let 
them wade in their vanity, and divert themfelves 
until they arrive at their day with which they have 
been threatened. He who is Gop in heaven, is 
Gop onearth alfo: and he is the wife, the know- 
ing. And bleffed be he unto whom appertaineth the 
kingdom of heaven and earth, and of whatever is 
between them; with whom Is the knowledge of the 
Jaft hour; and before whom ye fhall be affembled. 
They whom they invoke befides him, have not the 
privilege to intercede for others ; except thofe who 
bear witnefs to the truth, and know the fame’. If 
thou afk them who hath created them, they will 
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xO Malec. | This the Mohamme- 

dans fuppofe to be the name of the 
rincipal angel who has the charge of 
ell. 

Y He fhall anfwer.] Some fay that 
this anfwer will not be given till a 
thoufand years after. 

® Ourmedficngers who attend them. | 


(3) Al Brrpawt, JALLAL. 


i.e. The guardian angels. 

* Except thofe who bear witne(s to 
the truth, &c.] That is, to the doc- 
trine of Gop’s unity. The exception 
comprehends Jefus, Ezra, and the 
angels; who will be admitted as in- 
terceffors, though they have been wore 
fhipped as gods (1), 


{urely 
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furely anfwer, Gop. How therefore are they turned 
away to the worfhip of others? GOD alfo heareth 
the faying of the prophet, O Lorp, verily thefe are 
people who believe not: and he anfwereth, There- 
fore turn afide from them; and fay, Peace °; here- 
after fhall they know their folly. 


b See chap. xxv. p. 208. not.!, 


CHAP. XLIV. 


“Intitled Smoke‘; revealed at Mecca‘. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.° By the perfpicuous book of the Koran ; 

« verily we have fent down the fame on a 
bleffcd night‘, (for we had engaged fo to do,) on 
the night wherein is diftinétly fent down the decree of 
evcry determined thing, as a command from us§. 
Verily we have ever ufed to fend apoftles with reve- 
lations, at proper intervals, as a nfercy from thy 
Lorp; for itis he who heareth and knoweth: the 
Loxp of heavenand earth, and of whatever is be- 
tween them; if ye are men of fure knowledge. There 
is no Gop but he: he giveth life, and he caufeth to 
die: he is your Lorn, and the Lorp of your fore- 


© This word occursin the next page. 

¢ Some except the verfe beginning, 
We will take the plague off you a 
little, &c. 

© See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. III. 
p. 78, &c. 

f A bleffed night.] Generally {up- 
pofed to he that between the 2974. 
and 24%, of Ramadan. Seeib. p. 85. 
and chap. xcvii. and the notes there. 

© The night whercon is diltin@ly 
fent down the decree of every deter- 
mined thing, &c.] For annually on 
this night, as the Mohammedans are 


(1) Jattaxo’ppin, Al Berpawti. 


taught, all the events of the enfuing 
year, with refpeé to life and death, 
and the other affairs of this world, are 
difpofed and fettled (1). Some, how- 
ever, fuppofe that thefe words refer 
only to that particular night on which 
the Koran, wherein are completely 
contained the divine determinations in 
relpe& to religion and morality, was 
{ent down (2): and according to this 
expofition the paifage may be ren- 
dered, The night whereon every de- 
termined or adjudged matter was fent 
down. 


(2) Idem, 
fathers, 
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fathers. Yet do they amufe themfelves with doubt. 
But obferve them on the day whereon the heaven 
fhall produce a vifible fmoke, which fhall cover 
mankind*: this will be a tormenting plague. They 
fhall fay, O Lorn, take this plague from off us: 
verily we will become true believers. How fhouldan 
admonition be of avail to them in this condition? when 
a manifelt apoftle came unto them, but they retired 
from him, faying, This man is inftru&ted by others’, 
or is a diftra&ted perfon. We will take the plague 
from off you a little: but ye will certainly return 
to your infidelity‘. On the day whereon we fhall 
fiercely affault them with great power’, verily we 
will take vengeance on them. We made trial of the 
people of Puaraon before them, and an honourable 
meffenger came unto them, faying, Send unto me the 
fervants of Gop”; verily I am a faithful meffenger 
unto you: and lift not yourfelves up againft Gop: 
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® When the heavens fhall produce the former expofition, the words are 


a vifible fmoke, &c.] The commenta- 
tors differ in their expofitions of this 
paffage. Some thinkit fpoken ofa 
imoke which feemed%to fill the air 
during the famine which was infli&ted 
on the Meccans in Mohammed's time 
(1), and was fo thick, that though 
they could hear, yet they could not 
feeone another (2). But, according to 
a tradition of Ali, the {moke here 
meant is that which is to be one of the 
previous figns of the day of judgment 
(3), and will fill the whofe {pace from 
eait to well, and laft for forty days. 
This {moke, they fay, will intoxicate 
the infidels, and iffue at their nofe, 
ears, and poftcriors; but will very 
little incommodce the true believers 


4). 
1 See chap. xvi. p. 89. 
k We will take the plague from off 
them a little; yet will yecertainly re- 
tuin to your infidelity.} If we follow 


(1) See chap. xxiii. p. 182. not.*. 
Yauya, JALLAL. 
ZaMaAxku, Al Berpawi. 


(3) See the Prelim. Difc. Seét. IV. p. 107. 


to be underftood of the ceafing of the 
famine, upon the interceffion of Mo- 
hammed, at the defire of the Koreifh, 
and on their promife of believing on 
him; notwithftanding which they fell 
hack to their old incredulity : but if we 
follow the latter expofition, they are 
to he underftood of Gon's taking 
away the plague of the fmoke, after 
the expiration of the forty days, at 
the prayer of the infidels, and on their 
prone of receiving the true faith; 
which being done, they will imme- 
diately return to their wonted objti- 
nacy. 

1'On the day whereon we hall 
fiercely affault ee with great pow- 
er. | Some expound this of the flaugh- 
ter at Bedr; and others of the day of 
judgment, 

™ Send unto me the fervants of 
Gop ] i.e. Let the Ifraelites go with 
me to worlhip their Gon. 


2) Al Zamaxn. Al Berpawr, 


(4) Al 


for 
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for I come unto you with manifeft power. And I 
fly for proteétion unto my Lorn, and your Loro, 
that ye ftone me not". Ifye do not believe me, at 
leaft depart from me®. And when they accufed him 
of impofture, he called upon his Lorp, faying, Thefe 
are a wicked people. And GOD faid unto him, 
March forth with my fervants by night; for ye wilh 
be purfued; and leave the fea divided, that the 
F.cypT1ANs may enter the fame; for they are a hoft 
doomed to be drowned. How many gardens, and 
fountains, and fields of corn, and fair dwellings, 
and advantages which they enjoyed, did they leave 
behind them! Thus we difpoffeffed them thereof; and 
we gave the fame for an inheritance unto another 
people’. Neither heaven nor earth wept for them!; 
neither were they refpited any longer. And we de- 
livered the children of Israzx from a fhameful af- 
fli€tion; from PuHaraou; for he was haughty, and 
a tranfgreffor: and we chofe them, knowingly’, 
above all people; and we fhewed them feveral figns’, 
wherein was an evident trial. Verily thefe Meccans 
fay, Affuredly our final end will be no other than 
our firft natural death; neither fhall we be raifed 
again: bring now our forefathers back to life, if ye 
{peak truth. Are they better, or the people of Tossa‘, 

and 


™ That ye ftone me not.] Or that 

ye injure me not, either by word or 
eed (1). 

° Depart trom me.] Without op- 
pofing me, or offering me any in- 
jury, which I have not deferved from 
you. 

P Sec chap. xxvi. p. 212, 

9 Neither heaven nor earth wept for 
them.] That is, None pitied their 
deftrudtion. 

¥ Knowingly ] i. e. Knowing that 
they were worthy of our choice; or 
notwithftanding we knew they would 
in time to come fall into idolatry, &c. 


(3) AlBsrpawi. (2) Idem. 


* Several figns.] As the dividing 
of the Red Sea; the cloud which 
fhaded them; the raining on them 
manna and quails, &c. (2). 

t The people of Tob a viz. The 
Hamyarites, whofe kings had the title 
of Tobba (3). The commentators tell 
us that the Tobba here meant was very 
potent, and built Samarcand, or, as 
others fay, demolifhed it; and that he 
was a true believer, but his fubjects 
were infidels (4). 

This prince feems to have heen 
Abu Carb Afaad, who flourifhed 
about feven hundred years before 

Mohammed, 


(3) See the Prelim. Difc. Se&t. I. p. 12. 


(4) Al Bripawi, JALLALO'’DDIN, 
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and thofe who were before them? we deftroyed them, 
becaufe they wrought wickednefs. We have not 
created the heavens and the earth, and whatever is 
between them, by way of fport: we have created 
them no otherwife than in truth"; but the greater 
part of them do not underftand. Verily the day of 
feparation™ fhall be the appointed term of them all ; 
a day, whereon the mafter and the fervant fhall be 
of no advantage to one another, neither fhall they 
be helped; excepting thofe on whom Gop fhall have 
mercy: for he is the mighty, the merciful. Verily 
the fruit of the tree of ar Zaxxum fhall be the food 
of the impious*: as the dregs of oil fhall it boil in 
the bellies of the damned, like the boiling of the 
hotteft water. And it fhall be faid to the tormentors, 
Take him, and drag him into the midft of hell: and 
pour on his head the torture of boiling water, fay- 
ing, Tafte this; for thou art that mighty and ho- 
nourable perfon. Verily this is the punifhment of 
which ye doubted. But the pious fhall be lodged 
in a place of fecurity, among gardens and fountains: 
they fhall be cloathed in fine filk, and in fatin; and 
they fhall fit facing one another. Thus fhall it be; 
and we will efpoufe them to fair damfels, having large 
black eyes. In that place fhall they call for all kinds 
of fruits, in full fecurity : they fhall not tafte death 
therein, aficr the firft death: and GOD fhall deliver 
them from the pains of hell: through the gracious 
bounty of thy Lorp. This will be great felicity. 
Moreover we have rendered the Koran eafy for 
thee, by revealing it in thine own tongue: to the 
end that they may be admonifhed: wherefore do 
thou wait the event; for they wait to fee fome mis- 


fortune befal thee. 


Mohammed, and embraced Judaifm, 
which religion he firtt introduced into 
Yaman, (being the true religion at that 
time, inafmuch as Chriitianity was 
not then promulgated , and was, for 
that canle, probably, flainby his own 
people (2). 

¥ Sec chap. xxi. p. 153. and chap. 


XXviil. p. 320. 

~ The day of feparation.} i. e. 
The day of judgment, when the 
wicked fhall be feparated from the 
righteous, &c. 

* The impious.] Jallalo’ddin fup- 
pofes this paflage to have been parti- 
cularly levelled againft Abu Jahl, 


(2) Al Jannasi. V. Poc, Spec. p, 60. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. XLV. 
Intitled, The Kneeling’; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.* The revelation of this book is from the 
e mighty, the wife Gop. Verily both in heaven 
and earth are figns of the divine power unto the true 
believers: and in the creation of yourfelves, and of 
the beafts which are fcattered over the face of the 
earth, are figns unto people of found judgment; and 
alfo in the viciffitude of night and day, and the rain 
which Gop fendeth down from heaven, whereby he 
quickcneth the earth after it hath been dead: in the 
change of the winds alfo are figns unto people of 
underftanding. Thefe are the figns of Gon: we re- 
hearfe them unto thee with truth. In what revelation 
therefore will they believe, after they have rejetted 
Gop and his figns? Woe unto every lying and im- 
pious perfon; who hearcth the figns of Gop, which 
are read unto him, and afterwards proudly perfifteth 
in infidelity, as though he heard them not: (de- 
nounce unto him a painful punifhment:) and who, 
when he cometh to the knowledge of any of our 
figns, receiveth the fame with fcorn. For thefe is 
preparcd a fhameful punifhment: before them lieth 
hell; and whatever they fhall have gained fhall not 
avail them at all; neither fhall the idols which they 
have taken for their patrons, befides Gop: and they 
{hall fuffer a grievous punifhment. This is a true 
direction: and for thofe who dilbelieve the figns of 
their Loxn, is prepared the punifhment of a painful 
torment. It 1s Gop who hath fubjeéted the fea 
unto you, that the fhips may fail therein at his 
command; and that ye may feck advantage unto 
Y The word from which this chap- 2 Seethe Prelim. Difc, Seét. ITI, 
tes 18 denominated, occurs p 369. p 78, &c. 
your- 
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yourfelves by commerce, of his bounty; and that ye 
may give thanks: and he obligeth whatever 1s in hea- 
venandon earth to ferve you; the whole being from 
him. Verily herein are figns unto people who con- 
fider. Speak unto the true believers, that they forgive 
thofe who hope not for the days of Gop’, thathe may 
reward people according to what they fhall have 
wrought. Whofo doth that which is right, doth it to 
the advantage of his own foul; and whofo doth evil, 
doth it againft the fame: hereafter fhall ye return unto 
your Lorp. We gave unto the children of Israex 
the book of the law, and wifdom, and prophecy; and 
we fed them with good things, and preferred them 
above all nations: and we gave them plain ordinances 
concerning the bufinefs of religion; neither did they 
fall to variance, except after that knowledge had come 
unto them, through envy amongft themfelves: but thy 
Lorp will decide the controverfy between them on the 
day of refurre€tion, concerning that wherein they dif- 
agree. Afterwards we appointed thece,O0 MonaMMED, 
to promulgatealawconcerning the bufinefs of religion; 
wherefore follow the fame, and follow not thedefires 
of thofe who are ignorant”. Verily they fhall not 
avail thee againft Gop at all: the unjuit are the pa- 
trons of one another; but Gop 1s the patron of the 
pious. This Koran delivereth evident precepts unto 
mankind; and is a direétion, and a mercy, unto 
people who judge aright. Do the workers of ini- 
quity imagine that we will deal with them as with 
thofe who believe and do good works; fo that their 


® Speak unto the true believers, 
that they forgive thofe who hope 
not for the days of Gon, &c.] Byt 
days of Gop, in this place, are meant 


revenge himfelf by force. Some are 
of opinion that this verfe is abro- 
gated by that of War (9). 

b Follow not thedefires of the ig- 


the profperous fucceffes of his people in 
battle againitthe infidels (1). The paffage 
is {aid to have been revealed on account 
of Omar, who being reviled by one 
of the tribe of Ghitfar, was thinking to 


(3) Sce chap. xiv. p. 62. not.¢. 


(2} Al Berpawi. 


norant.] That is, of the principal 
Koreifh, who were urgent with Mo- 
hammed to returm to the religion of 
his forefathers (3). 


(3) Idem. 


life 
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life and their death fhall be equal? An ill judgment 
do they make. Gop hath created the heavens and the 
earth in truth; that he may recompenfe every foul 
according to that which it fhall have wrought: and 
they fhall not betreated unjuftly. What thinkeft thou? 
He who taketh his own luft for his Gop, and whom 
Gop caufeth knowingly to err, and whofe ears and 
whofe heart he hath fealed up, and over whofe eyes he 
hath caft a veil; who fhall dire& him, after Gon fhall 
have forfaken him? Will ye not therefore be admo- 
nifhed? They fay, There is no other life, except our 
prefent life: we die, and we live; and nothing but 
time deftroyethus. But they have no knowieiee in 
this matter; they only follow a vain opinion. And 
when our evident figns are rehearfed unto them, their 
argument which they offer againft the fame, isno other 
than that they fay, Bring to life our fathers who have 
been dead; if ye fpeak truth. Say, Gon giveth you 
life; and afterwards caufeth you to dic: hereafter will 
he affemble you together on the day of refurre&tion; 
there is no doubt thereof; but the greater part of men 
do not underftand. Unto Gop appertaineth the king- 
dom of heaven and earth; and the day whereon the 
hour fhall be fixed, on that day fhall thofe who charge 
the Koran with vanity perifh. And thou fhalt fee 
every nation‘ kneeling: every nation fhall be called 
unto its book of account; and it fhall be faid unto 
them, This day fhall ye be rewarded according to that 
which ye have wrought. This our book will {peak 
concerning you with truth: therein have we written 
down whatever ye have done’. As to thofe who 
fhall have believed, and done good works, their 
Lorp fhall lead them into his mercy: this fhall be 
manifeft felicity. But as to the infidels, it fhall be 
faid unto them, Were not my figns rehearfed unto 
you? but ye proudly rejeéted them, and became a 


© Every maior | The original word €See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV. 
Ommat properly lignifiesapcoplewho —p. 117. 
protefs ope and the fame law or religion, 


VOL, Il. Aa - wicked 
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wicked people. And when it was faid unto you, Ve- 
rily the promife of Gop is true; and as to the hour 
of judgment, there is nodoubt thereof: ye anfwered, 
We know not what the hour of judgment is: we hold 
an uncertain opinion only; and we are not well af- 
fured of this matter. But on that day the evils of 
that which they have wrought fhall appear unto 
them; and that which they mocked at, fhall encom- 
pafsthem: and it fhall be faid untothem, This day 
will we forget you, as ye did forget the meeting of 
this your day: and your abode fhall be hell-fire; 
and ye fhall have none to deliver you. This fhall 
ye fuffer, becaufe ye turned the figns of Gop to ri- 
dicule; and the life of the world deceived you. On 
this day, therefore, they fhall not be taken forth 
from thence; ncither fhall they be afked any more to 
render them{clves well-pleafing unto GOD. Where- 
fore praife be unto Gop, the Lorn of the heavens, 
and the Lorn of the earth; the Lorp of all crea- 
tures: and unto him be glory in heaven and earth; 
for he is the mighty, the wile GOD! 


CHAP. XLVI. 
Intitled, AL Anxar‘; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


X XVI." M.' The revelation of this book is from the 
e mighty, thewife Gov. We have not cre- 

ated the heavens and the earth, and whatever 1s be- 

tween them, otherwife than in truth*, and for a de- 
termined period": but the unbelievers turn away 


© Al Ahkéf isthe plural of Hekf, f See the Prelim. Dife. Se&. IIT. 
and fignifies fands which he in ap. 78, &c. 
crooked or winding manner; whence © See chap. xxi. p. 153. and chap. 
it became the name of aterritory in Xxxviil, p. 320, &c 
the province of Hadramiaut, shee » For a determined period.] Being 
the Adites dwelt. It is mentiyned in to latt but a certain dpace of tim, and 
Pp 373: nut ful ever 


from 
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from the warning which is given them. Say, What 
think ye? Shew me what part of the earth the idols 
which ye invoke, befides Gop, have created? Or 
had they any fhare in the creation of the heavens? 
Bring me a book of {cripture revealed before this, or 
fome footftep of ancient knowledge, to countenance 
your idolatrous practices; if ye are men of veracity. 
Who Is in a wider error than he who invoketh, be- 
fides Gop, that which cannot return him an anfwer, 
to the day of refurref&tion; and idols which regard 
not thcir calling on them ; and which, when men fhall 
be gathered together to judgment, will become their 
enemies, and will ungratefully deny their worfhip? 
When our evident figns are rehearfed unto them, the 
unbelievers fay of the truth’, when it cometh unto 
them, This 1s a manifeft piece of forcery. Will they 
fay, Mouamnen hath forged it? Anfwer, If I have 
forged it, verily ye fhall not obtain for me any favour 
from Gon: he well knowcth the injurious language 
which ye utter concerning it: he isa fufficient witnefs 
between me and you; and he is gracious and 
merciful. Say, I am not fingular among the apoltles* ; 
neither do I know what will be done with me or with 
you hereafter: I follow no other than what is reveal- 
ed unto me; neither am I any more than a public 
warner. Say, What is your opinion? If this book 
be from Gop, and ye believe not therein; and a 
witnefs of the children of Israrx bear witnefs to its 
confonancy with the law’, and believeth therein; and 
ye proudly rejeé the fame: are ye not unjuft doers? 


' The truth.}] i.e. Any part of the 
revelations of the Koran. 

I am not fingular among the 
apoitles.] That is, I do not teach a 
doftrine different from what the for- 
mer apoftles and prophets have taught: 
nor am I able to do what they could 
not; particularly to fhew the figns 
which every one fhall think fit to Se 
mand (1). 


(1) Al Berpaw:. 


1 If a witnels of the children of 
Ifrael bear witnefs of its confonancy 
to the law, &c.}] This witnels is 
generally td ae to have been the 
Jew Abd’allah Ebn Salam, who de- 
clared that Mohammed was the pro- 
phet foretold by Mofes. Some, hows 
ever, fuppoie the witneis here meant 
to have been Mofes himfelf (2). 


(2) Idem, JALLALO’DDIN, 


Aag2 


Verily 


gh2 AL KORAN. 


Verily Gop dire&teth not unjuft people. But thofe 
who believe not, fay of the true believers, If the 
doftrine of the Koran had been good, they had not 
embraced the fame before us”. And when they are 
not guided thereby, they fay, This is an antiquated 
lie. Whereas the book of Moses was revealed be- 
fore the Koran, to be a guide and a mercy: and 
this is a book confirming the fame, delivered in the 
Arabic tongue; to denounce threats unto thofe who 
aft unjuftly, and to bear good tidings unto the righ- 
teous doers. As.to thofe who fay, Our Lorp is 
Gop; and who behave uprightly: on them fhall no 
fear come; ncither fhall they be grieved. Thefe fhall 
be the inhabitants of paradife; they fhall remain there- 
in for ever: in recompenfe for that which they have 
wrought. We have commanded man to fhew kind- 
nefs to his parents: his mother bearcth him in her 
womb with pain, and bringeth him forth with pain: 
and the fpace of his being carried in her womb, and of 
his weaning, is thirty months"; until, when he at- 
taincth his age of f{trength, and attaineth the age of 
forty years, he faith®, O Lorn, excite me, by thy 
infpiration, that I may be’grateful for thy favours, 
wherewith thou haft favoured me and my parents; 
and that I may work righteoufnefs, which may pleafe 
thec: and be gracious unto me in my iffue; for I 
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m Tf the doftrine of the Koran had 
been good, they had not embraced 
the faine before us.] Thefe words 
were {poken, as {ome think, by the 
Jews, when And ‘allah proteffed H- 
Jam; or, according to others, by the 
hKorcith ; becaule the firft tollowers of 
Mohammed were for the moft part 
poor aud mean people; or elle by the 
tribes of Amer, Ghattan, and Afad, 
onthe converfion of thole of Johe- 
nah, Mozemah, Aflam, and Ghitar, 
fs, 

‘'® Thirt non At the leaft. 
For if the fall time of fuckling an in- 
fant be two years (2), or twenty-four 


13, Al Baspawi, Jarrat. 


(2} See chap. ii. p 42. 


months, there remain but fix months 
for the {pace of his being carried in 
the womb; which is the leaft that 
can be allowed (3). 

° He faith, &c.] Thefe words, 
it is faid, were revealed on account 
of Abu Becr, who profeffed Iflam in 
the forticth year of bis age, two years 
atter Mohammed's milton: and was 
the only perfon, either of the Moha- 
jerin, or the Anfars, whole father and 
mother were alio converted : his fon 
Abd’alrahman, and his grandfon Abu 
Atik, likewife embracing the fame 
faath (4). 


(3) Al Berpawr. 


ig) Idem, JaLLaLo'pvin, &e. 


am 
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am turned unto thee, and am a Moflem. Thefe are 
they from whom we accept the good work which 
they have wrought, and whofe evil works we pafs 
by; and they fhall be among the inhabitants of para- 
dife: this is a true promife, which they are promifed 
in this world. He who faith unto his parents, Fie 
on you! Do ye promife me that I fhall be taken 
forth from the grave, and reftored to life; when 
many generations have pafied away before me, and 
none of them have returned back’? And his pa- 
rents implore Gop’s affiftance, and fay to their fon, 
Alas for thee! Believe: for the promife of Gop 
is true. Buthe anfwereth, This is no other than 
filly fables of the ancients. Thefe are they whom the 
fentence paffed on the nations which have been be- 
fore them, of genii and of men, juftly fittcth: they 
fhall furely perifh*. For every one is prepared a 
certain degree of happinefs or mifery, according to 
that which they fhall have wrought; that Gop may 
recompenfe them for their works: and they fhall 
not be treated unjuftly. Ona certain day, the un- 
believers fhall be expofed before the fire of hell; 
and it fhall be faid unto them, Ye received your 
good things in your life-time, while ye were in the 
world; and ye enjoyed yourfelves therein: where- 
fore this day ye fhall be rewarded with the punifh- 
ment of ignominy; for that ye behaved infolently 
in the earth, without juftice, and for that ye tran{- 
grefled. Remember the brother of Ap‘, when he 
preached unto his people in at Auxar, (and there 
were preachers before him, and after him,) faying, 
Worfthip none but Gop: verily I fear for you the 
punifhment of a great day. They anfwered, Art 
thou come unto us that thou mayelt turn us afide 


P He who faith to his parents, Fie 
on you, &c.] The words fem to he 

eneral: but it is faid they were re- 
Vealed particularly on occafion of Ab- 
d’alrahman, the fon of Abu Becr; 
who uled thefe expreffions to his fa- 
ther and mother belore he profeffed 


(1) Al Berpawi, 
Aaa 


Iflam fr). 

4 They fhall furely perifh.} Untefs 
they redeem their fault by repentance, 
ad embracing the true faith; as did 
Abd’alrahman. 

* The brother of Ad.] i. ¢. The 
prophet Hud. 


from 
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from the worfhip of our gods? Bring onus now the 
puniihment with which thou threateneft us, if thou 
art a man of veracity. He faid, Verily the know- 
ledge of the time when your punifhment will be in- 
fliéted is with Gop; and 1 only declare unto you 
that which J am fent to preach; but I fee ye are an 
ignorant people. And when they faw the prepara- 
tion made for their punifhment, namely, a cloud 
traverfing the fky, and tending towards their val- 
lies, they faid, This is a traverfing cloud, which 
bringeth us rain. Hub anfwered, Nay; it is what 
ye demandcd to be haftened: a wind, wherein is a 
fevere vengeance: it will deftroy every thing‘, at 
the command ofits Lorp. And in the morning no- 
thing was to be feen, befides their empty dwellings. 
Thus do we reward wicked people. We had efta- 
blifhed them in the like flourifhing condition where- 
in we have eftablifhed you, O men of Mecca; and 
we had given them ears, and eyes, and hearts: yet 
neither their ears, nor thcir cyes, nor their hearts, pro- 
fited them at all, when they reje@ted the figns of 
Gop; but the vengeance which they mocked at 
fcll upon them. We heretofore deftroyed the 
citics which were round about you‘; and we va- 
riouly propofed our figns unto them, that they 
might repent. Did thofe prote& them whom they 
took for cods, befides Gop, and imagined to be ho- 
noured with his familiarity ? Nay; they withdrew from 
them: yet this was their falfe opinion which feduced 
them, and the blafphemy which they had devifed. 
Remember when we caufed certain of the genii*to 


* It will deftroy every thing, &c.] 
Which came to pafs accordingly : for 
this peftilential and violent wind killed 
all who believed not in the do&trine of 
Hud, without diftinétion of fex, 
age, or degree; and entirely deftroyed 
their poffeffions. Scethe Prelim. Dilc. 
Set. I. p, 8.and the notes to chap. vii. 
p. 398. 

® The cities which were round about 
you.} As the fetuements of the Tha- 


mudites, Midianites, and the cities of 
Sodomand Gomorrah, é&c. ~ 

" Certain of the genii.] Thefe genii, 
according to different opinions, were 
of Nifibin, or of Yaman, or of Nini- 
ve; and in number nine, or feven. 
They heard Mohammed reading the 
Koran by night, or after the morning 
prayer, in the valley of al Nakhlah, 
during the time ot his retreat to al 
Tayef, and believed on him (1). 


JALLALO’DDIN, 


turn 
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turn afide unto thee, that they might hear the Ko- 
RAN; and when they were prefent at the reading of 
the fame, they faid to one another, Give ear: and 
when it was ended, they returned back unto their 
people, preaching what they had heard. They faid, 
Our people, verily we have heard a book read unto 
us, which hath been revealed fince Moses”, con- 
firming the fcripture which was delivered before it; 
and direéting unto the truth, and the right way. 
Our people, obey Gon’s preacher: and believe in 
him; that he may forgive you your fins, and may 
deliver you froma painful punifhment. And who- 
ever obeyeth not Gon’s preacher, fhall by no means 
fruftrate Gop’s vengeance onearth: neither fhall! he 
have any protettors befides him. Thefe will be ina 
manifeft error. Do they not know that Gop, who 
hath created the heavens and the earth, and was not 
fatigued with the creation thercof, is able to raife 
the dead to life? Yea verily: for he is almighty. 
Ona certain day the unbelievers fhall be expofed 
unto hell-fire; and it fhall be faid unto them, Is not 
this really come to pafs? They fhall anfwer, Yea, 
by our Lorp. GOD fhall reply, Tatfte, therefore, 
the punifhment of hell, for that ye have been unbe- 
lievers. Do thou, O prophet, bear the infults of 
thy people with patience, as our apoftlcs, who werc 
endued with conftancy, bare the injuries of their 
people; and require not their punifhment to be 
haftened unto them. On the day whercon they fhall 
fee the punifhment wherewith they have been threat- 
ened, it fhall feem as though they had tarried in the 
world but an hour of a day. This is a fair warning. 
Shall any perifh except the people who tranfyrefs? 


~ A book which hath been revealed = verfion to Mohammedifm, to have 
fince Motes, ] Hence the commentators _ been of the Jewifh religion, 
{uppole thofe genii, before their con- 


Aa4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVIL 
Intitled, MoHAMMED’*; revealed at MEDINA’, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


OD will render of none effe& the works of 

thofe who believe not, and who turn away men 
from the way of Gop; but as to thofe who believe, 
and work righteoufnefs, and believe tn the revelation 
which hath been fent down unto Monamnep, (forit 
is the truth from their Lorp,) he will expiate their 
evil decds from them, and will difpofe their heart 
aright. This will he do, becaufe thofe who believe not 
follow vanity, and becaufethofe who believe follow 
the truth from their Lornp. Thus Gop propoundeth 
unto men their examples. When ye encounter the 
unbelievers, ftrike off their heads, until ye have 
made a great flaughter among them; and bind them 
in bonds: and either give them a free difmiffion af- 
terwards, or exact a ranfom; until the war fhall 
have Jaid down its arms*. This fhall ye do. Verily 
if Gop pleafed, he could take vengeance on them 
without your affiftance ; but he commandeth you to 
fight his battles, that he may prove the one of you 


* Some intitle this chapter War; 
which is therein commanded to be vi- 
goroufly carried on agairft the enemies 
ofthe Mohammedan faith. 

Y Some fuppofe the whole to have 
been revealed at Mecca. 

2 When ye encounter the unbeliev- 
ers, firike off their heads, &c.J] This 
law the Hanifites judge to be abrogated, 
or to relate particularly to the war of 
Bedr; for the feverity here command- 
ed, which was seeatas in the begin- 
ning of Mokava medi (1), they 
think too rigorous to be put in prac- 
tice in its flourifhing flate. But the 


(1) See chap, viii. p. 295, and 235. 


Perfians, and fome others, hold the 
command to be ftill in full force: for, 
according to them, all the men of full 
age, who are taken in battle, areto be 
flain, unlefs they embrace the Mo- 
hammedan faith; and thofe who fall 
into the hands of the Moflems after 


the battle, are not to be fla'n, but may 


either be {et at liberty gratis, or on 
pa of a certain Talon; or may 
e exchanged for Mohammedan pri- 
foners, or condemned to flavery, at 
ta) pleaiure of the Imam or prince 
2). 


(2) Al Berpawi. V. REvanp. 


Difiert, de Juse militari Mohammedanor. p. 32. 


2 


by 


Cuap. 47. AL KORAN. 377 


by the other. And as to thofe who fight* in defence 
of Gon's true religion, GOD will not fuffer their 
works to perifh: he will guide them, and will dif- 
pofe their heart aright; and he will lead them into 
paradife, of which he hath told them. O true be- 
lievers, if ye affift Gon, by fighting for his religion, 
he will affift you againft your enemies; and will fet 
your feet faft: but as for the infidels, let them perith ; 
and their works fhall GOD render vain. This fhall 
befal them,becaufe they have rejeéted with abhorrence 
that which Gop hath revealed: wherefore their works 
fhall become of no avail. Do they not travel through 
the earth, and fee what hath been the end of thofe 
who were before them? Gop utterly deftroyed them: 
and the like cataftrophe awaiteth the unbelievers. 
This fhall come to pafs, for that Gop is the patron of 
the true believers, and for that the infidels have no 
protector. Verily Gop will introduce thofe who be- 
lieve, and do good works, into gardens beneath 
which rivers flow; but the unbelievers indulge them- 
felves in pleafures, and eat as beafts eat; and their 
abode fhall be hell-fire. How many cities were more 
mighty in ftrength than thy city which hath expelled 
thee; yet have we deftroyed them, and there was 
none to help them? Shall he therefore, who fol- 
Joweth the plain declaration of his Lorp, be as he 
whofe evil works have been dreffed up for him by the 
devil; and who follows his own luft? The defcrip- 
tion of paradife, which is promifed unto the pious: 
therein are rivers of incorruptible water; and rivers 
of milk, the tafte whereof changeth not; and rivers 
of wine, pleafant unto thofe who drink; and rivers 
of clarified honey : and therein fhall they have picnty 
of all kinds of fruits; and pardon from their Lorp. 
Shall the men for whom thefe things are prepared, be as 
they who muft dwell for everin hell-fire; and willhave 
the boiling water given them to drink, which fhall 


_ * Who fight, &c.] Some copies, fhould be rendered, Who are flain, or 
inftead of Katilu, read Kutilu; ac- fuffer martyrdom, &c. } 
cording to which latter reading it 


burft 
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burft their bowels? Of the unbelievers there are fome 
who give car unto thee, until, when they go out 
from thee, they fay, by way of derifion, unto thofe to 
whom knowledge hath been given’, What hath he 
faid now? Thefe are they whofe hearts Gop hath 
fealed up, and who follow their own lufts: but as 
to thofe who are dire&ted, GOD will grant them a 
morc ample direétion, and he will inftruét them what 
to avoid’. Do the infidels wait for any other than 
the laft hour, that it may come upon them fuddenly? 
Some figns thercof are already come’: and when it 
fhall a€tually overtake them, how can they then re- 
ceive admonition? Know, therefore, that there is no 
god but Gon: and afk pardon for thy fin‘, and for 
the true believers, both men and women. Gop 
knoweth your bufy employment in the world, and the 
place of your abode hereafter. The true believers 
fay, Hath nota Sura been revealed, commanding war 
againft the infidels? But when a Sura without any 
ambiguity is revealed, and war is mentioned therein, 
thou mayeft fec thofe in whofe hearts is an infirmity ‘, 
look towards thee with the look of one whom death 
overfhadoweth. But obedience would be more eligi- 
ble for them, and to fpeak that which is convenient. 
And when the command is firmly eftablifhed, if they 


Cuap. 47. 


give credit unto Gop, it 


> Thafe to whom knowledge hath 
been given.] i. c. The more learned 
of Mohammed’s companions; fuch 
as Ebn Maiid, and Ebn Abbas (4). 

€ And he will inftru€ them what 
to avoid.}] Or, as the words inay 
alfo be tranflated, And he will re- 
ward them for their piety. 

4 Some figns thercok are already 
come.}] As the mifhon of Moham- 
med, the fplitting of the moon, and 
the fmoke fs) mueutioned in the 44th 
chapter. 

© Ak pardon for thy fin.] Though 


will be better for them. 


Mohammed, here and elfewhere (3), 
acknowledges himfelf to be a inner, 
yet feveral Mohammedan doétors pres 
tend he was wholly free fiom fin, 
and fuppole he is here commanded 
to afk forgivenefs, not that he wanted 
it, but that he might {ct an example 
to his followers: wherefore he ufed 
to fay of himielf, if the tradition be 
true, I afk pardon of Gop a hundred 
times a day /4). 

f An infirmity.] As hypocrify, 
cowardice, or initability in their ree 
ligion. 


(4) Javuato’ppin, (2) Idem, Al Berpawr. (3) Seechap, xlviii p. 381. 
(4) JALLALO'DDIN. 


Were 
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Were ye ready therefore, if ye had been put in au- 
thority *, to commit outrages in the earth, and to 
violate your ties of blood? Thefe are they whom Gop 
hath curfed, and hath rendered deaf, and whofe eyes 
he hath blinded, Do they not therefore attentively 
meditate on the Koran? Are there locks upon their 
hearts? Verily they who turn their backs, after the 
true direAlion 1s made manifeft unto them; Satan 
fhall prepare their wickednefs for them, and GOD 
fhall bear with them for atime. This fhall befal 
them, becaufc they fay privately unto thofe who deteft 
what Gov hath revealed, We will obey you in part 
of the matter". But Gop knoweth their fecrets. 
How therefore will it be with them, when the angels 
fhall caufe them to die, and fhall ftrike their faces, 
and their backs‘? This fhall they fuffer, becaufe they 
follow that Which provoketh Gop to wrath, and are 
averfe to what is well-pleafing unto him: and he 
will render their works vain. Do they in whofe 
hearts is an infirmity, imagine that Gop will not 
bring their malice to light? If we pleafed, we could 
furely fhew them unto thee, and thou fhouldeft know 
them by their marks; but thou fhalt certainly know 
them by their perverfe pronunciation of their words. 
Gop knoweth your aétions: and we will try you, 
until we know thofe among you who fight valiantly, 
and who perfevere with conitancy; and we will try 
the reports of your behaviour. Verily thofe who 
believe not, and turn away men from the way of 
Gop, and make oppofition againft the apoftle‘, af- 


© If ye had heen put in authority. ] 
Or, as the words may allo be tran- 
flated, If ve had turned back, and 
apoftatized from your faith 

h We will obey you in part of the 
matter.] 1.c. In part of what ye 
defire of us; by ftaying at home, and 
not gomg forth with Mohammed to 
war, and by private combination 
againft him (1). 


(:) Al Berpawt. 


' When the angels fhall caufe them 
to die, &c.] Thefe words are fup- 
pofed to allude to the examination of 
the fepulchre. 

k Who imake oppofition againft the 
apoftle.} Thete were the tribes of 
Koreidha and al Nadir; or thofe who 
diftributed provifion to the army of 
the Koreifh at Bedr (2). 


(2} Idem. Sce chap. viii. p. 229, not.t, 


ter 
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ter the divine dire&tion hath been manifefted unto 
them, fhall not hurt Gop at all; but he fhall make 
their works to perifh. O true believers, obey Gon; 
and obey the apoftle; and render not your works of 
no effet. Verily thofe who believe not, and who 
turn away men from the way of Gop, and then die, 
being unbelievers, Gop will by no means forgive. 
Faint not therefore, neither invite your enemies to 
peace, while ye are the fuperior: for Gop 1s with 
you, and will not defraud you of the merit of your 
works. Verily this prefent life is only a play and a 
vain amufement: but if ye believe, and fear GOD, 
he will give you your rewards. He doth not require 
of you your whole fubftance: if he fhould require 
the whole of you, and earneftly prefs you, ye would 
become niggardly, and it would raife your hatred 
againit his apoftle. Behold, ye are thofe who are 
invited to expend part of your fubftance for the 
fupport of Gon’s true religion ; and there are fome 
of you who are niggardly. But whoever fhall be 
niggardly, fhall be niggardly towards his own foul: 

for Gop wanteth nothing ; bg ye are needy: and 

if ye turn back, he will fubftitute another people in 

your ftead, who fhall not be like unto you’. 


' He will fubftitute another people that Mohammed, being afked what 
in your ftead, who fhall nothbe like people they were, at a time when 
unto you.] i.e. Inbackwardnefsand Salm4n was fitting by him, clapped 
averfion to the propagation of the hishand on his thigh, and faid, This 
faith. The people here defigned to be man and his nation. Others, howe- 

ut in the place of thefe lukewarm ver, are of opinion, the Anfars, or the 
Moflems, are generally fuppofed to be _ angels, are intended in this place (1), , 
ghe Perfians; there being a tradition 


(1) Al Berpaws. See chap, viii. p, 229. not.!, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 
Intitled, The Viftory; revealed at Mepina. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ERILY we have granted thee a manifeft vic- 
tory"; that Gop may forgive thee" thy pre- 
ceding and thy fubfequent fin°, and may complete his 
favour on thee, and dire&é thee in the right way; and 
that Gop may affift thee with a glorious affiftance. 
It ishe who fendeth down fecure tranquillity into 
the hearts of the true believers, that they may in- 
creafe in faith, beyond their former faith: (the hofts 
of heaven and earth are Gon’s; and Gop is knowing 
and wife:) that he may lead the true believers of both 
fexes into gardens beneath which rivers flow, to 
dwell therein for ever; and may expiate thcir evil 
deeds from them: (this will be great felicity with 


m We have granted thee a mani- 
felt vidtory.] This victory, from 
which the chapter takes its title, ac- 
cording to the moft received inter- 
pretation, was the taking of the city 
of Mecca. The paffage is faid to 
have been revealed on Mohammed’s 
return from the expedition of al Ho- 
deibiya, and contains a promife or 
Pee of this fignal fuccefs, which 
appened not till two years after; 
the preterit tenfe being a sale ufed, 
according to the prophetic ftyle, for 
the future (1). 

There are fome, notwithftanding, 
who iuppofe the advantage here in- 
tended, was the pacification of al 
Hodcibiya, which is here called a 
victory, becaufe the Meccans fued 
for peace, and made a truce there 
with Muhammed, their breaking of 
which occahoned the taking of 
Mecca. Others think the conquelt 


(1) Al Zawaxn. Al Berpawz, &c. 


of Khaibar, or the victory over the 
Greeks at Mita, &c. to be meant in 
this place. a 

" That Gop may forgive thee.] 
That is to fay, That Gop may give 
thee an opportunity of deferving for- 
givenefs by eradicating of idolatry, and 
exalting his true religion, and the de- 
livering of the weak from the hands 
of the ungodly, &c. 

© Thy preceding and thy fubfequent 
fin.] i.e, Whatever thou haft done 
worthy of reprehenfion; or, thy fins 
committed as well in the time of 
ignorance, as fince. Some expound 
the words more particularly, and 
fay, the preceding or former fault, 
was his lying with his handmaid 
Mary (2), contrary to his oath; and 
the tater his marrying of Zeinab 
(3), the wife of Zeid, his adopted 
fon (4). 


(2) See chap. Ixvi. and the notes thercon. 
(3) See chap. xxxisi. and the notes thereon, 


(4) Al Zamaxka. 


Gop:) 
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Gop:)and that he may punifh the hypocritical men, 
and the hypocritical women, and the idolaters, and 
the idolatreffes, who conceive an ill opinion of Gop. 
They fhall experience a turn of evil fortune; and 
Gop fhall be angry with them, and {hall curfe them, 
and hath prepared hell forthem; an ill journey fhall 
it be thither ! Unto Gop belong the hofts of heaven 
and earth; and Gop is mighty and wife. Verity we 
have fent thee to be a witnefs, and a bearer of good 
tidings, and a denouncer of threats; that ye may 
believe in Gop and his apoftle; and may aflift him, 
and revere him, and praife him morning and even- 
ing. Verily they who {wear fealty ® unto thee, fwear 
fealty unto Gop: the hand of Gop is over their 
hands?. Whoever fhall violate his oath, will violate 
the fame to the hurt only of his own foul: but who- 
ever fhall perform that which he hath covenanted 
with Gop, he will furely give him a great reward. 
The Arass of the defart, who were left behind’, 
will fay unto thee, Our fubftance and our families 
employed us, fo that we went not forth with thee to 
war; wherefore afk pardon for us. They fpeak that 
with their tongues which is not in their hearts. 
Anfwer, Who fhall be able to obtain for you any 
thifig from Gop to the contrary, if he is pleafed to 
affli€t you, or is pleafed to be gracious unto you? 
Yea verily, Gop is well acquainted with that which 
ye do. Truly ye imagined that the apoftle and the 


P Swear fealty. ] The original word 
fignifies publicly to acknowledge or 
inaugurate a prince, by {wearing fide- 
lity and obedience to him. 

@ The hand of Gop is over their 
hands.} That is, He beholdeth from 
above, and is witnels to the folemnity 
of your giving your faith to his 
apoftie; and will reward you for it 
(1). The expreflion alludes to the 
manner of their plighting their faith on 
thefe occafions 

® The Arabs of the defart who were 


(1) JanLaro’parn. 


left behind.] Thcefe were the tribes of 
Aflam, Joheinah, Mozeinah, and Ghi- 
far, who being fummoned to attend 
Mohammed in the expedition of al 
Hodeibiya, flaid behind, and excufed 
themfelves, by faying, their families 
mutt fuffer in their ablence, and would 
be robbed of the little they had; (for 
theie tribes were of the poorer Arabs ;) 
whereas, in reality, they wanted firmnels 
in the faith, and courage to face the 
Korcifh (2). 


(2) Idem, ‘ 


true 
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true believers would never return to their families ; 
and this was prepared in your hearts: but ye ima- 
gined an evil imagination; and ye area corrupt peo- 
ple. Whofo believeth not in Gop and his apoftle, 
verily we have prepared burning fire for the unbc- 
lievers. Unto Gop belongcth the kingdom of heaven 
and earth: he forgiveth whom he pleafeth, and he 
punifheth whom he pleafeth; and Gop is inclined to 
forgive, and merciful. Thofe who were lcft behind 
will fay, when ye go forth to take the fpoil*, Suffer 
us to follow you. They feek to change the word of 
Gop‘. Say, Ye fhall by no means follow us: thus 
hath Gop faid heretofore. They will reply, Nay; 
yeenvy us a fhare of the booty. But they are men 
of {mall underftanding. Say unto the Arass of the 
defart who were left behind, Ye fhall be called forth 
againft a mighty and a warlike nation": ye fhall 
fight againft them, or they fhall profefs Istam. If 
ye obey, Gop will give you a glorious reward: but 
if ye turn back, as ye turned back heretofore, he 
will chaftife you with a grievous chaftifement. It 
fhall be no crime in the blind, neither fhall it bea 
crime in the lame, neither fhall it be a crime in the 


® When ye go forth to take the 
fpo .] Viz. in the expedition of 
Khaibar, The prophet returned from 
al Hodeibiya in Dhu'lhajja, in the 6th 


that he would make them amends for 
their miffing of the plunder of Mecca 
at that time, by giving them that of 
Khaibar in lieu thereof. Some think 


year of the Hejra, and ftaid at Medina 
the remainder of that month, and the 
beginning of Moharram, and then fet 
forward agaimft the Jews of Khaibar, 
with thofe only who had attended him 
to al Hodeibiya; and having made 
himfelt matter of the place, sad all the 
ealtles and {trong holds in that terri- 
tory (1), took f{poils to a great value, 
which he divided among them who 
were prefent at that expedition, and 
none eHe (2). 

* The word of Gon.] Which 
was his promife to thofe who at- 
tended the prophet to i: Hodeibiya, 


(1) V. Anu‘irF. Vit. Moh. p. 87, &c. 


(4 Al Bervaws. (5) Idem. 


the word here intended to be that 
paffa:re in the gth chapter (3). Ye thall 
not .o forth with me for the future, 
ce. which yct was plainly revealed 
long after the takinz of Khaibar, on 
occaiin. of the expedition of Tabuc (4). 

u A mighty and warlike nation. } 
Thefe were Banu Honeifa, who in- 
habited al Yamama, and were the fol- 
lowers of Moteilama, Mohammed’s 
competitor; or any other of thofe 
tribes which apoftatized fiom Moe 
hammedilm/5); or, as others rather 
ae the Perfians, or the Grecks 
(6). 


(2) Al Bripawr. 
(6) JaLLaLo’DDIN. 


(3) Pag. 256- 
fick, 
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fick, if they go not forth to war: and whofo fhall 
obey Gop and his apoftle, he fhall lead him into gar- 
dens beneath which rivers flow; but whofo fhall turn 
back, he will chaftife him with a grievous chaftife- 
ment. Now Gop was well pleafed with the true be- 
lievers, when they {ware fidelity unto thee under the 
tree’; and he knew that which was in their hearts: 
wherefore he fent down on them tranquillity of mind’, 
and rewarded them with a {peedy vi€tory ’, and many 
{fpoils which they took: for Gop is mighty and wife. 
Gop promifed you many {poils which ye fhould take; 
but he gave you thefe by way of earneft: and he re- 
{trained the hands of men from you’; that the fame 
may be a fign unto the true believers; and that he 
may guide you into the right way. And he alfo pro- 
mifeth you other fpoils, which ye have not yet been 
able to take: but now hath Gop encompaffed them 
for you; and Gopisalmighty. If the unbelieving 
Meccans had fought againft you, verily they had 
turned their backs; and they would not have found 
a patron or prote€tor: according to the ordinance of 
Gop, which hath been put in execution heretofore 
againit oppofers of the prophets; for thou fhall not 
find any change in the ordinance of Gop. It washe 
who reftrained their hands from you, and your hands 


Ww When they {ware fidelity unto 
thee under the tree.} Mohammed, 
when at al Hodcibiya, fent Jawwas 
Ebn Omeyya, the Khozaite, to ac- 
quaint the Meccans, that he was come 
with a peaceable intention to vifit the 
temple; but they, on fome jealoufy 
conceived, refufing to admit him, the 
prophet fent Othman Ebn Affan, 
whom they imprifoned, and a report 
ran that he was flain: whereupon 
Mohammed called his men about him, 
and they took an oath to be faithful 
to him, even to death: during which 
ceremony he fat under a tree, fup- 
pofed by fome to have been an Egyp- 


(1) JALLaALo’ppim, Al Berpawi. 
(2) In not, ad cap. ii. p. 46. 


tian thorn, and by others, a kind of 
lote-tree (1). 

* Tranquillity of mind.] The ori- 
ginal word is Sakinat, of which no- 
tice has been taken elfewhere (2). 

Y A {peedy vidtory.] Namely, the 
fuccefs at Khaibar; or, as fome rather 
imagine, the taking of Mecca, &c. 

® And he reftrained the hands of 
men from you.] i.e. The hands of 
thofe of Khaibar, or of their fuc 
ceffors of the tribes of -Afad and 
Ghatfan; or of the inhabitants of 
Mecca, by the pacification of al Ho- 
deibiya(3} 


V. Azu’:r. Vit. Moh. p. 86. 
(3) Al Baspaws. 


from 
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from them, in the valley of Mecca; after that he 
had given you the viétory over them*: and Gop faw 
that which ye did. Thefe are they who believed not, 
and hindered you from vifiting the holy temple, and 
alfo hindered the offering ; being detained, that it 
fhould not arrive at the place where it ought to be 
facrificed®. Had it not been that ye might have 
trampled on divers true believers, both men and wo- 
men, whom ye knew not, being promifcuoufly affem- 
bled with the infidels, and that a crime might therefore 
have lighted on you on their account, without your 
knowledge, he had not reftraincd your hands from 
them: but this was done, that Gop might lead whom 
he pleafeth into his mercy. If they had been diftin- 
guilhed from one another, we had furely chaftifed 
fuch of them as believed not, with a fevere chatftife- 
ment. When the unbelievers had put in their hearts 
an aficéted precifenels, the precifenefs of ignorance, 
and Gop fent down his tranquillity on his apoftle, and 


on the true believers*; and firmly fixed in them the 
word 


2 He reftrained their hands from 
you, and your hands from them, &c. | 
Jallalo’ddin lays, that fourtcore of the 
infidels came privately to Moham- 
med's camp, at al Hodeibiya, with an 
Mitent to furprife fome of his men, 
but were taken, and brought before 
the prophet; who pardoned them, 
and ordered them to be fet at liberty : 
and this generous aétion was the occa- 
fion of the trace ftruck up by the Ko- 
Teifh with Mohammed; for thereup- 
on they fent Sohail Ebn Amru, and 
fome others, (and not Arwa Ebn Ma- 
fud, as is faid, by m.ftake, in another 
place (1); for his errand way an ac. 
tual defiance.) to treat of peace. 

Al Beidaw: explains the paflage by 
another ftory: telling us, that Acrema 
Ebn Abi Jahl marching from Mecca, 
at the head of five hundred men, to 
al Hodeibiya, Mohammed fent againft 
him Khiled Ebn al Walid, witha 
detachinent, who drove the infidels 


back to the innermoft part of Mecca 
(as the word here tranflated valley’ 
properly fhignifies), and then left them 
out of 1efpeét to tae place. 

b And hindered the offering being 
detained, that it fhould not arrive at 
the place where it ought to be facri- 
ficed Mohammed's intent, in the 
expedition of al Hodeibiya, being 
only to vilit the temple of Mecca in 
a peaceable manner, and to offer a 
facrifice am the valley of Mina, ac-~ 
cording to the eftablifhed rites, he 
catricd beafts with him for that pur- 
pole; but was not permitted by the 
Koreifh cither to enter the temple, or 
to goto Mina. 

© When the unbelievers had put 
in their hearts an affected precifenefs, 
&c.] This paffage was occafioned 
by ‘the ftiffnefs of Sohail and his 
companions, in wording the treaty 
concluded with Mohammed: for 
when the prophet ordcred Ali to 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. II. p. 69. 


VOL. 1, 


Bb begin 
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word of piety’, and they were the moft worthy of 
the fame, and the moft deferving thereof: for Gop 
knoweth all things. Now hath Gop in truth veri- 
fied unto his apoftle the vifion‘, wherein he faid, Ye 
fhall furely enter the holy temple of Mecca, if Gop 
pleafe, in full fecurity ; having your heads fhaved, 
and your hair cut‘: ye fhall not fear: for GOD 
knoweth that which ye know not; and he hath ap- 
pointed you, befides this, a fpecdy viétory*®. It is 
he who hath fent his apoftle with the direétion, and 
the religion of truth; that he may cxalt the fame 
above every religion: and Gopis a fufficicnt witnefs 
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begin with the form, Inthe name of 
the moft merciful Gon, they objc&- 
ed to it, and infifted that he fhould 
begin with this, In thy name, O 
Goo: which Mohammed fubmitted 
to, and proceeded to diate, Thefe 
arc the conditions on which Moham- 
med the apofile of Gop has made 
peace with thofe of Mccca. To this 
Sohail again objefted, faying, If 
we had acknowledged thee to be the 
apofile of Gon, we had not given 
thee any oppofition; whereupon Mo- 
hammed ordered Ali to write as 
Sohail defired, Thefe are the condi- 
tions which Mohammed, the fon of 
Abda’Hah, &c. But the Moflems 
were fo dilgufted thereat, that they 
were on the point of breaking off the 
treaty, and had fallen on the Meccans, 
had not Gon appeafed and calined 
their minds; as it follows in the 
text (1). 

The terms of this pacification 
were, that there fhould be a truce 
for ten years; th.t any perfon might 
enter into Jeaguc either with Mo- 
hanimed, or with the Korcifh. as he 
fhouid think ut; and that Moham- 
med fhould have the liberty to vift 
the temple of Mecca the next year 
for three days (2). 

¢ ‘The word of prety.] i.e. The 
Mohammedan profeffion of faith; 
er ithe Bilimillah, and the words, 


%)) Al Brinawt. 


V. Apu’iF.vit. Moh p 89. 


Mohammed the apoftle of Gop, which 
were reje&ted by the infidels. 

€ The vifion.] Or dream which 
Mohammed had at Medina, before 
he fet out for al Hodeibiya; wherein 
he dreamed, that hé and his com- 
panions entered Mecca in fecurity, 
with their heads fhaven, and_ their 
hair cut. ‘This dream, being im- 
parted by the prophet to his follow. 
ers, occafioncd a great deal of joy 
among them; and they fuppofed it 
would be fulfilled that fame year : 
but when they faw the truce con- 
cluded, which fruftrated their expec- 
tation for that time, they were deeply 
concerned; whereupon this palliee 
was revealed for their confolation, 
confirming the vifion, which was not 
to be fulfilled till the year after, whe. 
Mohammed performed the vilitation 
diftinguifhed by the addition of ab 
Kada, or Compleisn, becauie he then 
completed the vifitation of the former 
year, when the Koreifh not permit- 
ting him to enter Mecca, he was 
obliged to kill his viétims, and to 
fhave himfelf at al Hodcibiya (3). 

f Having your heads fhaved, and 
your hair cut.] i.e. Some being 
faved, and others having only their 
hair cut. 

© A fpeedy viory.] Viz. The 
taking of Khaibar. 


(2) Idem. 


(3) Al Bespawi, JaALLALo’ppin, V. Ant ar. vit, Moh. p. 84, 87. 


hereof. 
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hereof. Monammep is the apoftle of Gon: and 
thofe who are with him are fierce againft the unbe- 
lievers, but compaffionate towards one another. 
Thou mayeft fee them bowing down, proftrate, 
feeking a recompenfe from Gop, and his good will. 
Their figns are in their faces, being marks of fre- 
quent proftration. This is their defcription in the 
pentateuch, and their defcription in the gofpel: 
they are as feed which putteth forth its ftalk, and 
ftrengtheneth it, and f{welleth in the ear, and rifeth 
upon its ftem; giving delight unto the fower. Such 
are the Moflems defcribed to be; that the infidels may 
{well with indignation at them. Gop hath promifed 
unto fuch of them as believe, and do good works, 
pardon and a great reward. 


CHAP. XLIX., 


Intitled, The inner Apartments; revealed at 
MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


True believers, anticipate not any matter in the 

fight of Gop and his apoftle*: and fear Gop; 
for Gon both heareth and knoweth. O true believers, 
raife not your voices above the voice of the pro- 
phet*; neither fpeak loud unto him in difcourfe, as 
ye {peak loud unto one another, left your works 
become vain, and ye perceive it not. Verily they 
who lower their voices in the prefence of the apoftle 
of Gop, are thofe whofe hearts Gon hath difpofed 


» Anticipate not any matter, &c.] 
That is, Do not prefume to give your 
own decifion in any cafe, before ye 
have received the judgment of Gop 
and his apoftle. 

' Raife not your voices above the 
voice of the prophet.] This ver{e 
33 faid to have been occafioned by a 


difpute between Abu Becr and Omar, 
conceming the appointing of a go- 
vernor of a certain place; in which 
they raifed their voices fo high, in the 

refence of the apoftle, that it was 
thought proper to forbid fuch ine 
decencies for the future (1). 


(1) JaLLALO’DDIN. 


Bb ge 


unto 
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unto piety: they fhall obtain pardon and a great 
reward. As to thofe who call unto thee from with- 
out the inner apartments*; the greatcr part of them 
do not underftand the refpeét due to thee. If they 
wait with patience until thou come forth unto them, 
it will certainly be better for them: but Gon 1s in- 
clined to forgive, and merciful. O true belicvers, if 
a wicked man come unto you with a tale, inquire 
ftri€tly into the truth thereof; left ye hurt people 
through ignorance, and afterwards repent of what 
yc have done’: and know that the apoitle of Gop Is 
among you: if he fhould obey you in many things, 
ye would certainly be guilty of a crime, in leading 
him into a miftake. But Gop hath made the faith 
amiable unto you, and hath prepared the fame in 
your hearts; and hath rendered infidelity, and ini- 
quity, and difobedience, hateful unto you. Thefe 
are they who walk in the right way; through mercy 
from Gop, and grace: and Gop is knowing, and ° 
wife. Iftwo parties of the believers contend with 
one another, do ye endeavour to compofe the matter 
between them: and if the one of them offer an infult 
unto the other, fight againft that party which offer 
the infult, unti] they return unto the judgment of 
Gop; and if they do return, make peace between 
thein with equity: and aét with jullicc; for Gop 
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k Thofe who call unto thee from 
without the immer apartments, de.) 
Thefe, they fay. were Oveyna bon 
Hoftin, and al Akra Ebn Habes; 
who wanting to {peak with Mohan- 
med, when he was fleeping at noon 
in his womeus’ apaitmeut, had the 
rudenefs to call out feveral times, Mou- 
hammed, come forth to us (1). 

If a wicked man come unto you 
with a tale, &c.] This palfaze was 
occafioned. it is faid, by the fol- 
Jowing accident. Al Walid Ebn Ok- 
ba being ient by Mohammed to col- 
leGt the alms trom the tribe of al 


(1) Al Bespaws. 


Moftalek, when he faw them come 


out te nect him in great numbers 
gtew — prehenfive hey defigned him 
fome — {chiel, beca oof paft enmity 
betwe him and th 1 in the time of 
iguore ¢, and im eduately turned 
back. and told t ~~ prophet they 
Tetufe. to pay th alms, and at- 


tempt 1 to kill h 
Moha nined was th king to reduce 
them by force: bu fending Khi- 
led Ebn al Walid to hem, he found 
his former aneffenger had wronged 
them, and ihat they continued in their 
obedience (2). 


upon w hich 


(2) Idem, Jari sro’npin, 


loveth 
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loveth thofe who a& juftly™. Verily the true be- 
lievers are brethren: wherefore reconcile your bre- 
thren; and fear Gop, that ye may obtain mercy. 
O true believers, let not men laugh other men to 
{corn; who peradventure may be better than them- 
felves: neither let women Jaugh other women to 
fcorn; who may poffibly be better than themfelves. 
Neither defame one another; nor call! one another 
by opprobrious appellations. An ill name it is to be 
charged with wickednefs, after having embraced the 
faith : and whofo repenteth not, they will be the un- 
juft doers". O truc believers, carcfully avoid en- 
tertaining a fufpicion of another: for fome fufpi- 
cions areacrime. Inquirenottoocurioufly into other 
mens’ failings: neither let the one of you {peak illof 
another in his abfence. Would any of you defire to 
eat the f{lefh of his dead brother? Surely ye would 
abhor it. And fear Gov: for Gop 1s eafy to be ree 
conciled, and merciful. Omen, verily we have 
created you of a male and a female; and we have 
diftributed you into nations, and tribes, that ye 
might know one another. Verily the moft honour- 
able of you, in the fight of Gop, is the moft pious 
of you: and Govis wife and knowing. The Arass 
of the defart’ fay, Webclicve. Anfwer, Ye do by 

no 


m If two parties of the belicvers 
contend. &e.| This verde 1s fuppofed 
to have been ocecafioned by a fray, 
which happened between the tribes of 
al Aws and al Khaziaj. Some relate, 
that the prophet one day riding on an 
afs, as he palied near Abdallah Ebn 
Obba, the afs chanced to ikale, at 
which Ebn Opba flopped his nofe ; 
and Ebn Rawaha faid to him, By 
Gon, the pits of his afs fmells fweeter 
than thy inuik: whereupon a quarrel 
enfued between thcir followers, and 
they caine to blows , though they ftruck 
one another only with their hands and 
flippers, or with palm-branches (1). 


(1) Al Berpawi, JALLAL. 
Mahon. p. 111, &c. 


Bb3 


» Neither let women Jaugh other 
women to fcorn, &c.] It is faid, that 
this verfe was revealed on account of 
Safiya Bint Hoyai, one of the prophet’s 
wives; who caine to her hufband, and 
complained that the woinen tard to 
her, O thou Jewels, the daughte: of a 
Jew and ofa Jewels: to which he ane 
fwered, Canfl thou not fay, Aaron is 
my father, and Mc-ies is my uncle, and 
Mohanined is my hulbend (2; ? 

° The Arabs of the fair, eee 
Thele were certain of the tribe o 
Afad, whocame to Medinaina year 
of fearcity, and having profeffed Mo- 
hammedifm, told the prophet that 


(e) Al BeErpawi. See Prid. Life of 


they 
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no means believe; but fay, We have embraced 
Istam?: for the faith hath not yet entered into your 
hearts. If ye obey Gop and his apoftle, he will not 
defraud you of any part of the merit of your works: 
for Gop is inclined to forgive, and merciful. Verily 
the truc believers are thofe only who believe in Gop 
and his apoftle, and afterwards doubt not; and who 
employ thcir fubftance and their perfons in the de- 
fence of Gon’s true religion: thefe are they who 
fpeak fincerely. Say, Will ye inform Gop concern- 
ing your religion’? But Gop knoweth whatever is 
in heaven and on earth: for Gop is omnifcient. 
They upbraid thee that they have embraced Isiam. 
Anfwer, Upbraid me not with your having em- 
braced Istam: rather Gop upbraideth you, that he 
hath directed you to the faith '; if ye {peak fincerely. 
Verily Gov knoweth the fecrets of heavenand earth: 
and Gop beholdcth that which ye do. 


they had brought all their goods 
and their families, and would not 
oppofe him. as iome other tribes had 
done; and this they faid to obtain 


4 Will ye inform Gop concerning 
your religion ‘| i.e. Will ye pree 
tend to deceive him, by faying ye are 
true believers ? 


a part of the alms. and to upbraid 
him with their having embraced his 
religion and patty (4). 

P Anfwer, Ye do by no means be- 
Jieve: but fay, We have embraced 
Iflam.] That is, Ye are not fincere 
believers, but outward profeffors only 
of the true religion. 


* Gon upbraideth you, that he 
hath dircéted you to the faith.] The 
obligation being not on Gon’s fide, 
but on yours, for that he has fa- 
voured you fo far as to guide you 
into the true faith, if ye are fincere 
believers. 


(1) Al Berpaws. Sce Prid. Life of Mahom. p. 111, &e. 


CHAP. 


Crap. 50. AL KORAN. 391 


CHAP. L. 
Intitled, K; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


K * By the glorious Koran: verily they won- 
e der that a preacher from among themfelves is 
come unto them; and the unbelievers fay, This is a 
wonderful thing: after we fhall be dead, and be- 
come duft, fhall we return to life? This is a return 
remote from thought. Now we know what the 
earth confumeth of them; and with us is a book 
which keepeth an account thereof. But they charge 
falfehood on the truth, after it hath come unto them: 
whercfore they are plunged in a confufed bufinefs*. 
Do they not look up to the heaven above them, and 
confidcr how we have raifed it, and adorned it; and 
that there are no flaws therein? We have alfo {pread 
forth the earth, and thrown thereon mountains firmly 
rooted": and we caufe every beautiful kind of vege- 
tables to {pring up thercin; for a fubje& of medita- 
tion, and an adinonition unto every man who turneth 
untous, And we fend down rain asa bleffing from 
heaven, whereby we caufe gardens to fpring forth, 
and the grain of harveft, and tall palm-trees, having 
branches laden with dates hanging onc above another, 
as a provifion for mankind; and we thereby quicken 
a dcad country: fo fhall be the coming forth of the 


* Some tmagine that this letter is t They are plunged in a confufed 
defigned to exprefs the mountain butinefs.] Not knowing what cer- 
Kaf, which jeveral eaftern writers tainly to affirm of the Koran; calling 
fancy encompaifes the whole world it fometimes a piece of poetry, at 
(a). Others fay it ftands for Kada other times a piece of forcery, and at 
alamr, i. e. The matter is decreed, othertimesa piece of divination,&c.(2). 


viz. the chaftifement of the infidels. Y See chap. xvi. p. 77. and chap. 
ne the Prelim. Dilc, Se&t. 111. p. 78, = xxxi. p. 202. 
C. 


(1) V. D’Herszu. Bibl, Orient. Art. Caf. = (2) Al Berpawi, Jaa. 
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dead from their graves. The people of Noan, and 
thofe who dwelt at ar Rass”, and THamup, and Ap, 
and Puaraou accufed the prophets of impofture be- 
fore the Mrccans; and alfo the brethren of Lor, 
and the inhabitants of the wood near Mipran, and 
the people of Tossa*: all thefe acculed the apoftles 
of impoflure ; wherefore the judgments which | threat- 
ened were juftly inflitted on them. Is our power ex- 
haufted by the firft creation? Yea; they are in a 
perplexity, becaufe of a new creation which is fore- 
told them, namely, the raifing of the dead. We cre- 
ated man, and we know what his foul whifpercth 
within him; and we are nearer unto him than his ju- 
gular vein. When the two angcls deputedto take ac- 
count ofa man’s behaviour, take an account thereof; 
one fitting on the right hand, and the other on the 
left: he uttercth not a word, but there is with hima 
watcher, ready to note it’: And the agony of death 
{hall come in truth: This, O man, is what thou 
foughtcit to avoid. And the trumpet fhall found: 
This will be the day which hath been threatened. 
And every foul fhall come; and therewith fhall bea 
driver and a witnefs’. And the former fhall fay unto 
the unbelicver, Thou waft negligent heretofore of 
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w See chep. xxv. p. 205 
~ See chap, xliv. p, 365. 

When the two ancels deputed to 
take account of a man’s behaviour, 
&c.] ‘The intent of the paffage is to 
exalt the omniicience of Goo; who 
wants not the information of the guar- 
dian angels, though he has thouzht 
fit, in his wifdom, to ive them that 
employment: for if they are foex é& 
as to wiite down every word which 
falls from a man's mouth, how can 
we hope to efcape the obferyvation of 
him who fees ovr inmeft thoughts ? 

The Mohtummedans have a tradi- 
tion, that the angel who notes 2 man’s 
good aQhons, has the command over 
him who notes lus evil a¢tions; and 


(1) Al Berpaws, JaLcar. 


that when a man does a good ation, 
the anec! of the right-hand writes it 
dow ten times ; and when he come 
mits nu ill aétion, the fame ang] fays 
to th angel of the left-hand, Forbear 
{ett’ g it down for feven hours; per- 
ady iture he may pray, or may afk 
pardon (1). 

2A diver and a witnefs.; i.e, 
Two anacl}; one a€ting as a ferjeant, 
to bring every perfon before the trie 
bunal; and the other prepared as a 
witnels, to teftify either for or again{ft 
him. Some fay the former wall be 
the guardian angel who took down 
his eval adtions, and the other the 
angel who took down his good ac- 
tions (2). 


(2) Idem. 


this 
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this day: but we have removed thy veil from off 
thee; and thy fightis become piercing this day. And 
his companion fhall fay, This is what is ready with 
me to be attcfted. And GOD fhall fay, Caft into hell 
evcry unbeliever, and perverfe perfon, and every one 
who forbad good, andevery tranfgreffor, and doubter 
of the faith, who fet up another god with the true 
God; and caft him into a grievous torment. His 
companion* fhall fay, O Lorn, I did not feduce 
him; but he was in a wide error’, GOD fhall fay, 
Wrangle not in my prefence: fince I threatened you 
before-hand with the torments which ye now {fee pre- 
pared for you. The fentence is not changed with me: 
neither do I treat my fervants unjuftly. On that day 
we will fay unto hell, Art thou full? and it ‘fhall 
anfwer, Is there yet any addition’? And paradife 
fhali be brought near unto the pious; and it fhall be 
{aid unto them, This is what ye have becn promifed; 
unto every one who turned himfelf unto GOD, and 
kept his commandments ; who feared the Merciful in 
fecrct, and came unto him with a converted heart: 
enter the fame in peace: this is the day of eternity. 
Therein fhall they have whatever they fhall defire ; 
and there will be a fuperabundant addition of blifs 
with us". How many generations have we deftroyed 
before the Meccans, which were more mighty than 
they in ftrength? Pafs, therefore, through the re- 
gions of the carth, and {ce whether there be any re- 
fuge from our vengeance? Verily herein is an admo- 
nition unto him who hath a heart to underftand, or 


* Hiscompanions] Viz, The de- 
wil which thalt by chaimed to him. 

PT did vot feduce him, &e.] This 
will be the sniwer of the devil, 
whom the wicked perion will accule 
as his feducer: for the devil has no 
power oyer a mean, to caule him to 
do evil; any otherwile than by fug- 
gefting what is agreeable to his cor- 
rupt inclinations (1). 

© Is there yet any addition?] i.e 


Are there yet any more condemned 
to this place; or is my {pace to be 
enlarged, and rendered nore capacious 
to receive them ? 

The comine stator. &ppofe hell will 
be quite fitled arth Jcyof judgment; 
accoiding to that rep-ated expreffion 
inthe Koran, Verily Twill till hell 
with you, é&c 

dq Sce the “Prelim. Difl Se&. 1V. 
P- 132, 133- 


. (1) Sce chap. xiv, p. 64, &c. 


giveth 
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giveth ear, and is prefent with an attentive mind. We 
created the heavens and the earth, and whatever is 
between them, in fix days; and no wearinefs af- 
fe€ied us*. Wherefore patiently fuffer what they 
fay‘; and celebrate the praife of thy Lorn before 
fun-rife, and before fun-fet, and praife him in fome 
part of the night: and perform the additional parts 
of worfhip®. And hearken unto the day whereon 
the crier fhall call men to judgment from a near 
place*: the day whereon they fhall hear the voice of 
the trumpet in truth: this will be the day of mens’ 
coming forth from their graves: we give life, and we 
caufe to die; and unto us fhall be the return of all 
creatures: the day whereon the earth fhall fuddenly 
cleave in funder over them. This will be an affem- 
bly eafy forus to aflemble. We well know what the 
unbelievers fay; and thou art not fent to compel them 
forcibly to the faith. Wherefore warn, by the Ko- 
RAN, him who feareth my threatening. 


Crap. 50. 


¢ And no wearinels affeéted us. 
This was revealed in anfwer to the 
pews, who faid that Gop refted from 

is work of creation on the feventh 
day, and repofed himfelf on his 
throne, as one fatigued (1). 

f Wherelore patiently fufler what 
they fay.] Viz. Either what the 
idolaters fay, in denying the refur- 
re€tion; orthe Jews, in {peaking in- 
decently of Gop. 

&€ The additional parts of wor- 
fhip.| Thefe are the two inclina- 
tions ufed after the evening pray- 
er, which are not neceffary, or of 
precept, but voluntary, and. of fu- 
pererogation ; and may therefore 


(1) Al Berpawr, Jarrazo'’ppin, 


be added, or omitted, indifferently. 

h When the cries fhall call men 
to judgment from a near place. 
That is froma place whence every 
creature may equally hear the call. 
This place, it is fuppofed, will be 
the mountain of the temple of Je- 
rufalem, which fome fancy to be 
nigher heaven than any aiher part 
of the earth; whence Ifrafil will 
found the trumpet, and Gabriel will 
make the following proclamation: 
O ye rotten bones, and torn flefh, 
and difperfed hairs, Gop command- 
cth you to be gathered together to 
judgment (2). 


(2) Idem. 


CHAP. 


Cuap. 51. AL KORAN. 


895 


CHAP. LI. 
Intitled, The Difperfing; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the winds difperfing and fcattering the duft'; 
and by the clouds bearing a load of rain“; by 

the fhips running f{wiftly in the fea’; and by the an- 
gels who diftribute things neceflary for the fupport 
of all creatures™: verily that wherewith ye are threat- 
ened is certainly true; and the laft judgment will 
furcly come. By the heaven furnifhed with paths*; 
ye widely differ in what ye fay®. He will be turned 
afide from the faith, who fhall be turned afide by the 
divine decree. Curfed be the liars; who wade in 
deep watcrs of ignorance, negletting their falvation. 
They afk, When will the day of judgment come? 
-On that day fhall they be burned in heil-fire; and it 
fhall be faid unto them, Tafte your punifhment; 
this is what ye demanded to be haftened. But the 
pious fhall dwell among gardens and fountains, re- 
ceiving that which their Lorp fhall give them; _be- 
caufe they were righteous doers before this day. 
They flept but a finall part of the night’; and early 
in the morning they afked pardon of GOD: anda 
due portion of their wealth was given unto him who 


' By the winds difperfing the duft. ® By the heavens furnifhed with 
Or, By the women who bring fort paths] i.e. The paths or orbs of the 


or fcatter childien, &e. ars; or the ftreaks which appear in 


k By the clouds bearing a load of 
rain.] Or, By the women bearing a 
burden intheir womb, or the winds 
bearing the clouds, é&c. 

! By the fhips running fwiftly in 
the fea.] Or, By the winds paffing 
fwiftly inthe air, or the ftars moving 
fwiftly in their courfes, &c. 

m By the gangels who diftribute 
things, iat » By the winds which 
diftribute the rain, &c. 


the fky like paths, being thin and ex- 
tended clouds. 

© Ye widely differ in what ye fay. ] 
Concerning Mohammed, or the Koran, 
or the refurreétion and day of judg- 
ment; {peaking varioufly and incon- 
filte ntly of them. 

P They flept but a {mall part of the 
night..] Spending the greater part in 
prayer and religious meditation. 


afked, 
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afked, and unto him who was forbidden by fhame to 
afk. There are figns ofthedivine power and goodnefs 
in the earth, unto men of {ound underftanding; and 
alfo in your ownlelves: will ye not therefore confi- 
der? Your fuftenance 1s in the heaven; and alfo 
that which ye are promifed’. Whercfore by the 
Lorn of heaven and carth J fwear that this 1s cer- 
tainly the truth ; according to what yourfelves {peak’. 
Hath not the fory of Asranan’s honoured guefts* 
come to thy knowledge? When they went in unto 
him, and faid, Peace: he anfwered, Pcace; faying 
within himfelf, Thefe are unknown people, And he 
went privately unto his family, and brought a fatted 
calf. And he {ct it before them; and when he faw 
they touched it not, he faid, Do ye not eat? And he 
began to entertain afear of them. They faid, Fear 
not': and they declared unto him the promife of a 
wife youth. And his wife drew near with exclama- 
tion, and fhe fmotc her face"; and faid, I am an old 
woman, and barren. The angels anfwered, Thus 
XXVII.faith thy Lorn: verily heis the wife, the knowing.* 
And Asranam faid unto them, What Is your errand, 
therefore, O ineflengers of GOD? They anfwered, 
Verily we are fent unto a wicked people: that we 
may fend down upon them ftones of baked clay, 
marked from thy Lorn, for the deftruétion of tranf- 
greflors. And we brought forth the true believers 
who were in the city: but we found not therein more 
than one family of Moflems. And we overthrew the 


Cuap. 51. 


9 Your fuftenance is in the heaven; 
and allo that which ve are promifed. ] 
i.e, Your food cometh from above, 
whence proceedcth the change of fea- 
“ , and rain; and your future reward 
ssalfo there; that 15 to fay, 1 paradile, 
which is fituate above the ifeven 
heavens. 

FT According to what yourfelves 
fpeai ]  P}atas, Without any doubt 
or refered meaning, as ye afhrma 
truth unto one another. 


6 See chap. xi. p. 26, 29, and 


chap xv. p. 72. 

* They faid, Fear not. ] Some add, 
that. to remove Abraham’s ear, Ga. 
bricl, who was one of thefe ftrangers, 
touched the calf with his wing, and it 
immediately up, and walked to 
jis dam; upor which Abrahain knew 
them to be the meffengers of Gon (1). 

“ And fhe fmote her face.} “This, 
fome pretend, fhe did for fhame; 
becaule fhe felt her courles coming 
upon her, 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


fame. 
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fame, and left a fign therein unto thofe who dread 
the fevere chaftifement of GOD. In Mosss alfo 
was a fign: when we fent him unto PHaraog with 
manifeft power. Buthe turned back, with his princes, 
faying, This man isa forcerer, ora madman. Where- 
fore we took him and his forces, and calt them into 
the fea: and he was one worthy of reprehenfion. 
And in the tribe of Ap alfo was afign: when we 
fent againft them a deftroying wind“; it touched not 
ought, whereon it came, but it rendered the fame as 
a thing rotten and reduced to duft. In Tuamup like- 
wife wasafign: when it was faid unto them, Enjoy 
yourfelves foratime*. But they infolently tranf- 
grefled the command of their Lorn: wherefore a 
terrible noife from heaven affailed them, while they 
looked on’; and they were not able to ftand on their 
feet, neither did they fave themfelves from deftruc- 
tion. And the people of Noau did we deftroy be- 
fore thefe: for they were a people who enormoufly 
tranfgreffed. We have built the heaven with might; 
and we have given ita large extent: and we have 
ftretched forth the carth beneath; and how evenly 
have we f{pread the fame! And of every thing have 
we created two kinds*; that peradventure ye may 
confider. Fly, therefore, unto Gop: verily I ama 
public warner unto you from him. And fet not up 
another god with the true Gop: verily I am a pub- 
lic warner unto you from him. In like manner there 
came no apoftle unto their predeceffors, but they faid, 
This man is a magician, or a madman. Have they 
bequeathed this behaviour fucceffively the onc to 
the other? Yea; they area people who cnormoully 
tranfgrefs. Wherefore withdraw from them; and 
thou fhalt not be blameworthy in fo doing. Yet con- 


Ww See chap. vii. p. 197, &c. male and female; the ‘heaven and the 

* Foratime.] i.e. Forthree days. earth; the {un and the moon; light and 
See chap. xi. p. 26. darknefs ; plains and mountains; win- 

¥ While they looked on.] For this ter and fummer ; iweet and bitter, 
salamity happened in the day-time. &c. (3). 


+ Two kinds.] As for example, 


(1) JaLLaLo'DDIN 
tinue 


398 AL KORAN. Cuapr. 52. 


tinue to admonifh: for admonition profiteth the 
true believers. I have not created genii and men for 
any other end than that they fhould ferveme. I re- 
quire not any fuftenance from them; neither will I 
that they feed me. Verily Gon is he who provideth 
for all creatures; poffefled of mighty power. Unto 
thofe who fhall injure our apoftle, fhall be givena 
a portion like unto the portion of thofe who be- 
haved like them in times paft; and they fhall not 
wifh the fame to be haftened. Woe, therefore, to 
the unbelievers, becaufe of their day with which 
they are threatened! 


CHAP. LI. 
Intitled, The Mountain; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the mountain of Sinar; and by the book 
written in an expanded {croll*; and by the vi- 

fited houfe’; and by the elevated roof of heaven; 
and by the fwelling ocean; verily the punifhment of 
thy Lorp will furely defcend; there fhall be none to 
withhold it. On that day the heaven fhall be fhaken, 
and fhall reel ; and the mountains fhall walk and pafs 
away. Andon that day woe be unto thofe who ac- 
cufed GOD's apoftles of impofture; who amufed 
themfelves in wading in vain difputes! On that day 
{hall they be driven and thruft into the fire of hell; 
and it fhall be faid unto them, This is the fire which 
ye denied as afiétion. Is this a magic illufion? Or 


* By the book, &c.] The book here 
intended, according to different opi- 
nions, is cither the book or regifter 
wherein every man’s a@tions are re- 
corded; or the preferved table, con- 


taining Gon’s decrees; orthe book of 


the law, which was written by Gop, 
Mofes hearing the creaking ofthe pen; 
(3) Al Zamaxn. Al Berpawi. 


or elfe the Kor4n (1.) 

6 The vifited houfe.}] i.e. The 
Caaba, fo much vifited by pilgrims; 
or, as fome rather think, the original 
model of that houfe in heaven, called 
al Dorah, which is vifited com- 
sehen by the angels, as the other is 

y me 


n {2), 
(2) See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. IV. p. 154. 


do 


Cuap. 52- AL KORAN. $99 


do ye not fee? Enter the fameto be fcorched. Whe- 
ther ye bear your torments patiently, or impatiently, 
it will be equal unto you: ye fhall furely receive the 
reward of that which ye have wrought. But the 
pious fhall dwell amidft gardens and pleafures; de- 
lighting themfelves in what their Lorp fhall have 
given them: and their Lorn fhall deliver them from 
the pains of hell. And it fhall be faid unto them, Eat 
and drink with eafy digeftion; becaufe of that which 
ye have wrought: leaning on couches difpofed in 
order: and we will efpoufe them unto virgins having 
large black eyes. And unto thofe who believe, and 
whofe offspring follow them in the faith, we will 
join their offspring in paradife: and we will not di- 
minifh unto them ought of the merit of their works. 
(Every man is given in pledge for that which he fhall 
have wrought‘’.) And we will give them fruits in 
abundance, and flefh of the kinds which they fhall 
defire. They fhall prefent unto one another therein 
a cup of wine, wherein there fhall be no vain dif- 
courfe, nor any incitement unto wickednefs, And 
youths appointed to attend them, fhall go round them: 
beautiful as pearls hidden in their fhell. And they 
fhall approach unto one another, and fhall afk mu- 
tual queftions. And they fhall fay, Verily we were 
heretofore amidft our family, in great dread with 
regard to our ftate after death: but Gop hath been 
gracious unto us, and hath delivered us from the 
pain of burning fire: for we called on him hereto- 
fore; and he is the beneficent, the merciful. Where- 
fore do thou, O prophet, admonifh thy people. Thou 
art not, by the grace of thy Lorn, a foothfayer, or 
amadman. Do they fay, He is a poet: we wait, 
concerning him, fome adverfe turn of fortune? Say, 
Wait ye my ruin: verily I wait, with you, the time 
of your deftruétion. Do their mature underftandings 
bid them fay this; or are they people who perverfely 


© Every man is given in pledge for for his behaviour: and if he does 
that which he fhall have wrought.] well, he redcems his pledge; but if 
1, e, Every man is pledged unto Goo _ evil, he forfeits it. 


tranfgrefs? 
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tranfgrefs? Do they fay, Hehath forged the Koran ? 
Verity they believe not. Let them produce a dif- 
courfe like unto it, if they fpeak truth. Were they 
created -by nothing; or were they the creators of 
themfelves? Did they create the hcavens and theearth? 
Verily thcy are not firmly perfuaded that GOD hath 
created them‘. Are the ftores of thy Lorp in their 
hands? Arc they the fupreme difpenfers of all things? 
Have they a ladder, whereby they may afcend to hea- 
ven, and hear the difcourfes of the angels? Let one, 
therefore, who hath heard them, produce an evident 
proof thereof. Hath GOD daughters, and have ye 
fons*? Doft thou afk them a reward for thy preach- 
ing? but they are laden with debts. Are the fecrets 
of futurity with them; and do they tranfcribe the 
fame from the table of GOD’s decrees? Do they feek 
to lay a plot againft thee? Butthe unbclievers are they 
who fhall be circumvented‘. Have they any god, 
befides Gop? Far be Gon exalted above the idols 
which they affociate with him! If they fhould fee a 
fragment of the heaven falling down upon them, they 
would fay, It is only a thick cloud*. Wherefore 
Icave them, until they arrive at their day wherein 
they fhall fwoon for fear"; aday, in which their 
fubtle contrivances fhall not avail them at all, neither 
fhall they be protecied. And thofe who aét unjuftly 
fhall furely fuffer another punifhment befides this’: 


@ They are not firmly perfuaded them, they would not believe it till 
that Gop hath created them ] For they were crufhed to death by it (1). 
though thy coufcis this with their & The day wherein they fhall {woon 
tongues, yet they deny it by their for fear.] i. ¢. At the firft found of 
averfenefs to tender him his due the trumpet (2), 


worlhip. 4 Another punifhment befides this. ] 
€ Se chap. xvi. p. 82, &e. That is, Befides the punifhment to 
f See chap. viii. p. 228. &e. which they fhall be Soumed at the 


& If they fhould fee a fragmentof day of judgment, they fhall be pre- 
the heaven fallinr duwn oa them,  vioufly chaftifed by ealumntties in this 
&c.] This was one of the judgments life, as the flaughter at Bedr, and the 
which the idolstrous Mcccans defied  feven years famine; and alfo after 
Mohammed to bringdcwnuponthem; _ their death, by the examination of the 
and yet, days the text, if they fhould —fepulchre (9). 

fee a part of the heaven falling on 


(1) Al Berpawt. (2) See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. IV. p. 108, 209. 
(3) Al Berpawi. 
but 
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but the greater part of them do not underftand. 
And wait thou patiently the judgment of thy Lorp 
concerning them; for thou art in our eye; and cele- 
brate the praife of thy Lorp, when thou rifeft up; 
and praife him inthe night-feafon, and when the ftars 
begin to difappear. 


CHAP. LI. 
Intitled, The Star; revealed at MEcCa. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the ftar*, when it fetteth'; your companion 
Mouammep erreth not, nor is he led aftray: 
neither doth he fpeak of his own will. It is no other 
than a revelation, which hath been revealed unto 
him. One mighty in power, endued with under- 
ftanding, taught it him ™:-and he appeared * in the 
higheft part of the horizon. Afterwards he approach- 
ed the prophet°, and drew near unto him; until he 
was at the diftance of two bows length?’ from him, 
or yet nearer: and he revealed unto his fervant that 
which he revealed. The heart of Monammen didnot 
falfely reprefent that which he faw*. Will ye there- 
fore difpute with him concerning that which he faw? 
He alfo faw him another time, by the lote-tree be- 


K By the ftar.] Some fuppofe the 
ftarsin general, and othersthe Pleiades 
in particular, to be meant in this place. 

! When it fetteth.] Or, according 
to acontrary fignification of the verb 
here ri ae rifeth, 

™ One mighty in power, &c. 
Namely, the angel Gabriel. J 

©" He appeared.] In his natural 
form, in which Gon created him, 
and in the eaftern part of the fky. 
It is faid thatthis angel appeared in his 
proper fhape to none of the prophets, 


VOL, II. 


Cc 


except Mohammed ; and to him onl 
twice: once when he received the fir 
revelation of the Koran, and a fecond 
time when he took his night-journey 
to heaven; as it follows in the next. 

° Afterwards he approached.] In 
a human fhape. 

P Two bows length.] Or, as the 
word alfo fignifies, two cubits ] : 

@ The heart of Mohammed did 
not falfely reprefent that which he 
Yaw.] But he faw it in reality. 


yond 
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yond which there is no paffing': near it is the gar- 
den of eternal abode. When the lote-tree covered 
that which it covered’, his eye-fight turned not afide, 
neither did it wander: and he really beheld fome of 
the greateft figns of his Lorp‘. What think ye of 
Aviat, and Aut Uzza, and Manan, that other 
third goddefs*? Have ye male children, and Gop 
female“? This, therefore, is an unjuft partition. 
They are no other than empty names, which ye and 
yourfathers have named goddeffes. Gop hath notre- 
vealed concerning them any thing to authorize their 
worfhip. They follow no other than a vain opinion, 
and what their fouls defire: yet hath the true direc- 
tion come unto them from their Lorp. Shall man 
have whatever he wifheth for*? The life to come, 
and the prefent life, are Gop’s: and how many an- 
gels foever there be in the heavens, their interceffion 
fhal! be of no avail, until after Gop shall have grant- 
ed permiffion unto whom he fhall pleafe and fhall 
accept. Verily they who believe not in the life 
to come, give unto the angels a female appellation. 


The lote-tree. beyond which there 
is no paffing.] This tree, faythe com- 
mentators, ftands in the feventh heav- 
en, on the right-hand of the throne of 
Gop; and is the utmoft bounds be- 
yond which the angels themfelves muft 
not pafs; or, as {ome rather imagine, 
eh which no creature’s know- 
ledge can extend. 

* When the lote-tree covered that 
which it covered.] The words feem 
to fignify, that what was under this 
tree, exceeded all defcription and 
number. Some fuppofe the whole hoft 
of angels worfhipping beneath it (2) 
are intended: and others, the birds 
which fit on its branches (2). 

t And he beheld fome of the great- 
eft figns of his Lorp.] Seeing the 
wonders both of the fenlible and the 


3) Al Berpaw?, 
(q)Sett. I. p. 23, &c. 


(2) JALLALO’pDIN. 


intelle€&tual world (3). 

“ What think ye of Allat, and al 
Uzza, and Manah.] Thofe were three 
idols of the ancicnt Arabs, of which 
we have fpoken in the Preliminary 
Difcourie (4). 

As to the blafpemy which fome 
pretend Mohammed once uttered, 
through inadvertence, ashe was read~ 
ing this paflage, {ee chap. xxii. p. 174. 
not.®. 

w See chap. xvi, p. 82, &c. 

* Shall man have whatever he wifh- 
eth for ?] i, c, Shall he dictate to Gop, 
and name whom he pleafes for his in- 
terceffors, or for his prophet; or fhall 
he choofe areligion according to his 
own fancy, and prefcribe the terms 
on which he may claim the reward of 
this life and the next (5) ? 


(3) Al Berpawt. 


(5) Al Bespawi, JALLALO’DDIN, 


But 


CuaP. 53- AL. KORAN. 408 


But they have no knowledge herein: they followno 
other than a bare opinion; and a bare opinion at- 
taineth not any thing of truth. Wherefore withdraw 
from him who turneth away from our admonition, 
and feeketh only the prefent life. This is their high- 
eft pitch of knowledge. Verily thy Lorp well 
knoweth him who erreth from his way; and he well 
knoweth him who is rightly dire€ted. Unto Gop 
belongeth whatever is in heaven and earth: that he 
may reward thofe who do evil, according to that 
which they fhall have wrought; and may reward 
thofe who do well, with the moft excellent reward. 
As to thofe who avoid great crimes, and heinous fins, 
and are guilty only of lighter faults; verily thy Lorp 
will be extenfive in mercy towards them. He well 
knew you when he produced you out of the earth, 
and when you were embryos in your mothers’ 
wombs: wherefore juftify not yourfelves: he beft 
knoweth the man who feareth him. What thinkeft 
thou of him who turneth afide from following the 
truth, and giveth little, and covetoufly ftoppeth 
his hand’? Is the knowledge of futurity with him, 
fo that he feeth the fame*? Hath he not been in- 
formed of that which is contained in the books of 
Moses, and of Asranam who faithfully performed 
his engagements? To wit: that a burdened foul 
fhall not bear the burden of another; and that no- 
thing fhall be imputed to a man for righteoufnefs, 
except his own labour; and that his labour fhall furely 


Y What thinkeft thou of him, &c. 
This paffage, it is faid, was reveale 

on account of al Walid Ebn al Mog- 
heira, who following the prophet one 
day, was reviled by an idolater for 
leaving the religion of the Koreifh, 
and giving occafion of fcandal; to 
which he anfwered, that what he did 
was our of ppc of the divine 
vengeance: whereupon the man of- 
fered, for acertain fum, to take the 
guiltof his apoftacy on himfelf; and 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


Cce 


the bargain being made, al Walid re- 
turned to his idolatry, and paid the 
man part of what had been agreed on; 
but shcrwardy: on farther confidera- 
tion, he thought it too much, and 
kept back the remainder (1). 

% Is the knowledge of rahe | 
with him?) That is, Is he affure 
that the perfon with whom he made 
the above-mentioned agreement, will 
be allowed to fuffer in his ftead here- 
after (2, ? 


(2) Idem. 


be 
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be made manifeft hereafter, and that he fhall be re- 
warded for the fame withthe moft abundant reward; 
and that unto thy Lorp will be the endof all things; 
and that he caufeth to laugh, and caufcth to weep; 
and that he putteth to death, and giveth life; and 
that he createth the two fexes, the male and the fe- 
male, of feed when it is emitted; and that unto him 
appertaineth another produ@tion, namely, theraifing 
of the dead again to life hereafter; and that he en- 
richeth, and caufeth to acquire poffeffions; and that 
he is the Lorp of the dog-ftar*; and that he de- 
ftroyed the ancient tribe of Ap, and Tuamup, and 
left not any of them alive: and alfo the people of 
Noau, before them; for they were moft unjuft and 
wicked: and he overthrew the cities which were 
turned upfide down’; and that which covered them, 
covered them. Which, therefore, of thy Lorn’s be- 
nefits, O man, wilt thou call in queftion? This our 
apoitle is a preacher like the preachers who pre- 
ceded him. The approaching day of judgment 
draweth near: there is none who can reveal the ex- 
aét time of the fame, befides Gov. Do ye, there- 
fore, wonder at this new revelation; and do ye laugh, 
and not weep, {pending your time in idle diver- 
fions? Butrather worfhip Gop, and ferve him. 


* He isthe Lorn of the dog-ftar. ] b The cities which were turned 
Sinus. or the greater dog-flar, was upfidedown.] Viz. Sodom, and the 
worfhipped by fome of the old __ other cities involvedin herruin, Ses 
Arabs (1). chap. xi. p. 29. 


() See the Prelim. Difc. Set. I. p. 22. and Hyp. not. in Ulug. Beig 
Tab. Stell. fix. p. 53. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LIV. 
Intitled, The Moon; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


é ie hour of judgment approacheth; and the 
moon hath been fplit in funder‘: but if the 
unbelievers fee a fign, they turn afide, faying, This is 
a powerful charm*. And they accufe thee, O Mo- 
HAMMED, Of impofture, and follow their own lufts: 
but every thing will be immutably fixed*. And now 
hath a meflage* come unto them, wherein is a de- 
terment from obftinate infidelity ; the fame being con- 
fummate wifdom: but warners profit them not; 
wherefore do thou withdraw from them. The day 
whereon the fummoner fhall fummon mankind to an 
ungrateful bufinefs*, they fhall come forth from their 


© The moon hath been fplit in fun- 
der.] This paflage is expounded 
two different ways. Some imagine 
the words refer to a famous miracle 
fuppofed to have been performed 
by Mohammed; for it is faid that, 
on the infidels demanding a fign of 
him, the moon appeared cloven in 
two (1), one part vanifhing, and 
the other remaining; and Ebn Ma- 
fad affirmed, that he faw mount 
Hara interpofe between the two 
fe€tions. Others think the preter 
tenfe is here uled, in the prophetic 
ftyle, for the future, and that the 
paflage fhould he rendered, The 
moon fhall be fplit in funder: for 
this, they fay, is to happen at the 
refurre€tion. The former opinion is 
fupported by reading, according to 
fome copies, Wakad infhakka 'lka- 
maro, i.e. Since the moon hath al- 
ready been fplit in funder ; the fplit- 
ting of the moon being feckoned: by 


fome to be one of the previous figns 
of the laft day (2). 

¢ A powerful charm.] Or, as the 
participle here ufed may alfo fignify, 
A continued feries of magic, or, A 
tranfient magic illufion. 

© Every thing will be immutably 
fixed.] Or, will reach a final pe- 
riod of ruin or fuccefs in this world, 
and of mifery and happinefs in the 
next, which will be conclufive and 
unchangeable thencetorward for ever 


(3): ; 

A meffage.] i. e. The Koran, 
containing ftories of former nations 
which have been chaftifed for their 
incredulity, and threats of a more 
dreadful punifhment hereafter. 

® The day whereon the fummoner 
fhall fummon mankind to an un- 
grateful bufinefs ] That is, When 
the angel Jirafil fhall call men to 
judgment. 


(1) See a long and fabulous account of this pretended miracle in Gacnisr, 


Vie de Mah. ch, xix. 


(2) Al Zamaxn. Al Berpawi. 


Ccg 


(3) Al Betp. 
graves 
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graves with down-caft looks: numerous as locufts 
{cattered far abroad; haftening with terror unto the 
fummoner. The unbelievers fhall fay, This is a day 
of diftrefs. The people of Noau accufed that pro- 
phet of impofture, before thy people rejeéted thee: 
they accufed our fervant of impofture, faying, He 
is a madman; and he was rejetted with reproach. 
He called, therefore, upon his Lorn, faying, Verily 
I am overpowered; wherefore avenge me". So we 
opened the gates of heaven, with water pouring 
down, and we caufed the earth to break forth 
into {prings; fo that the water of heaven and earth 
met, according to the decree which had been efta- 
blifhed. And we bare him on a veffel compofed of 
planks and nails; which moved forward under our 
eyes': as a recompenfe unto him who had been un- 
gratefully reye€ted. And we left the faid veffel for 
a fign: but is any one warned thereby? And how 
fevere was my vengeance, and my threatening! 
Now have we made the Koran eafy for admoni- 
tion: but is any one admonifhed thereby? Ab 
charged their prophet with impofture: but how 
fevere was my vengeance, and my threatening! 
Verily we fent againft them a roaring“ wind, ona 
day of continued ill-luck': it carried men away, as 
though they had been roots of palm-trees forcibly 
torn up™. And how fevere was my vengeance, and 
my threatening! Now have we made the Koran 
eafy for admonition: but is any one admonifhed 
thereby? Tuamup charged the admonitions of their 


Cuar. 54. 


h I am overpowered ; wherefore 


K A roaring.] Or, a cold wind. 
avenge me.] This petition was not 


eae by Noah till after he had 
uffered repeated violence from his 
people: for it is related, that one 
of them having fallen upon him, and 
almoft f{trangled him, when he came 
to himfelf, he faid, O Lorn, forgive 
them, for they know not what they 
do (1). 
{Under our eyes.] i. e. 

our Special regard and kegping. 


Under 


(1) Al Bizpaw1. 


1 On a day of continued ill-luck. ] 
Viz. on a ‘Wednefday. See chap. 
xli. p. 345, not.©. 

™ It carried men away, as they 
had been roots of palm-trees, &c. | 
It is related that they fought fhelter 
in the clefts of rocks, and in pits, 
holding faft by one another; but 
that the wind impetuoufly tore them 
Gs and threw them down dead 

2). 


(2) Idem. 
prophet 
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prophet with falfehood, and faid, Shall we follow a 
fingle man among us? verily we fhould then be 
guilty of error, and prepofterous madnefs: is the 
office of admonition committed unto him preferably to 
the reft of us? Nay; heis a liar, and an infolent fel- 
low. But GOD faid to Saten, To-morrow fhall they 
know who is the liar, and the infolent perfon: for 
we will furely fend the fhe-camel for a trial of them”: 
and do thou obferve them, and bear their infults with 
patience: and prophefy unto them, that the water 
thall be divided between them’, and each portion 
fhall be fat down to alternately. And they called their 
companion’: and he took a fword’, and flew her. 
But how fevere was my vengeance, and my threat- 
ening! For we fent againft them one cry of the angel 
GasrigL, and they became like the dry fticks ufed 
by him who buildeth a fold for cattle’. And now 
have we made the Koran eafy for admonition: but 
isany one admonifhed thereby? The people of Lor 
charged his preaching with falfehood: but we fent 
againft them a wind driving a fhower of ftones, 
which deftroyed them all, except the family of Lot; 
whom we delivered early in the morning, through 
favour from us. Thus do we reward thofe who are 
thankful. And Lor had warned them of our feve- 
rity in chaftifing; but they doubted of that warning. 
And they demanded his guefts of him, that they 
might abufe them: but we put out their eyes’, faying, 


» Sze chap. vii. p. 198, &c. 

© The water fhall be divided be- 
tween them ] That is, between the 
Thamudites and the camel. Sce 
chap. xxvi. p. 216. not, ¥, 

P Their companion. Namely, 
Kodar Ebn Salef; who was not an 
Arab, but a ftranger dwelling among 
the Thamudites. See chap. vii. p. 
199. not. §. 

9 He 'took a fword.] Or, as the 
word alfo imparts, He became refo- 
lute and daring. 

* Like the dry fticks ufed by him 
who buildeth a fold for cattle.] ‘The 


Cc4 


words may fignify either the dry 
boughs with which, in the eatt, they 
make folds or enclofures, to fence 
their cattle from wind and cold; or 
the {tubble and other ftufl with which 
they litter them in thole folds during 
the winter feafon. 

* We put ont their eyes.] So 
that their fockets hecame filled up 
even with the other parts of their 
faces. This, it is faid, was done by 
one ftroke of the wing of the angel 
Gabriel. See chap. xi. p. 328. 
not. 4, 


Tafte 
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Tafte my vengeance, and my threatening. And early 
in the morning a lafting punifhment'* furprifed them. 
Tafte, therefore, my vengeance, and my threatening. 
Now have we made the Koran eafy for admonition: 
but is any one admonifhed thereby? The warning of 
Mosss alfo came unto the people of Puaraon; but 
thay charged every one of our figns with impofture: 
wherefore we chaftifed them with a mighty and irre- 
fiftible chaftifement. Are your unbelievers, O Mzc- 
cans, better than thefe? Is immunity from punifh- 
ment promifed unto you in the fcriptures? Do they 
fay, We are a body of men able to prevail againft our 
enemies ? The multitude fhall furely be put to flight, 
and fhall turn their back". But the hour of judgment 
is their threatened time of punifhment”: and that hour 
fhall be more grievous and more bitter than their af- 
fli€tionsin this life. Verily the wicked wander in error, 
and fhall be tormented hereafter in burning flames. On 
that day they fhall be dragged into the fire on their 
faces; andit fhall be faid unto them, Tafte ye the touch 
of hell. All things have we created bound by a fixed 
decree: and our command is no more than a fingle 
word*, like the twinkling of an eye. We have for- 
merly deftroyed nations like unto you; but is any of 
you warned by theirexample? Every thing which they 
dois recorded in the books kept by the guardian angels: 
and every action, both fmall and great, is written 
down inthe preferved table. Moreover the pious fhall 
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© A lafting pene Under ~ The hour of judgment is their 
which they fhall continue ti Pa re- threatened time of punifhment.] i. e. 
ceive their full punifhment in hell. The time when they fhall receive their 


“ The multitude fhall {urely be put 
to flight.] This prophecy was ful- 
filled by the overthrow of the Koreifh 
at Bedr. It is related, from a tra- 
dition of Omar, that when this paf- 
fage was revealed, Mohammed pro- 
feffed himfelf to be ignorant of its 
true meaning ; but on the day of the 
battle of Bedr, he repeated thefe 
words as he was putting on his coat of 
mail (1). 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


full punifhment ; what they fuffer in 
this world being only -the forerunner 
or earneft of what they fhall feel in 
the next, 

x Our command is no more than a 
fingle word.] Viz. Kun, i. ec. Be. 
The paflage may alfo be rendered, 
The execution of our purpofe is but 
a fingle a€t, exerted in a moment. 
Some fuppofe it refers to the bufinefs 
of the day of judgment (2). 


(2) Idem. 


dwell 


we 
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dwell among gardens and rivers, in the affembly of 
truth, in the prefence of a moft potent king. 


CHAP. LV. 
Intitled, The Merciful; revealed at Mecca’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


c & E Merciful hath taught his fervant the Koran. 
He created man: he hath taught him diftin& 
fpeech. The fun and the moon run their courfes ac- 
cording to a certain rule: and the vegetables which 
creep on the ground, and the trees, fubmit to his dif- 
pofition. He alfo raifed the heaven; and he appoint- 
ed the balance’, that ye fhould not tranfgrefs in re- 
fpe& to the balance: wherefore obferve a juft weight; 
and diminifh not the balance. And the earth hath 
he prepared for living creatures: therein are various 
fruits, and palm-trees bearing fheaths of flowers; 
and grain having chaff and leaves. Which, there- 
fore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungratefully 
deny *? He created man of dried clay like an earthen 
veffel: but he created the genii of fire clear from 
{moke. Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits 
will ye ungratefully deny? He is the Lorn of the 
eaft, and the Lorp of the weft’. Which, therefore, 
of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? 


¥ Moft of the commentators doubt | 


whether this chapter was revealed at 
Mccca, or at Medina; or partly at 
the one place, and partly at the 
other. 

* The balance.] Or juftice and 
equity in mutual dealings. 

® Which therefore of’ our Lorp’s 
benefits will ye ungratefally deny ?] 
The words are diref&ted to the two 
{pecies of rational creatures, men and 
genii ; the verb and the pronoun being 
in the dual number, ; 


This verfe is intercalated, or re- 
peated, hy way of burden, pie Se 
out the whole chapter no lefs than 
thirty-one times, which was done, 
as Marracci gueffes, in imitation of 
David (1 

b The eaft and the eg The 
original words are both in the dual 
number, and fignify the different 

oints of the horizon at which the 
ae rifes and fets at the fummer and 
winter folftice. See chap. xxxvii. pe 
gos. not.®. 


(1) See Pfalm cxxxvi. 


He 
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He hath let loofe the two feas‘, that they meet each 
another: between them is placed a bar which they 
cannot pafs. Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s 
benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? From them are 
taken forth unions and leffer pearls. Which, there- 
fore, of your ‘Lorn’s benefits will ye ungratcfully 
deny? Hisalfoare the fhips, carrying their fails 
aloft in the fea, like mountains. Which, therefore, 
of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? 
Every creature which liveth on the earth is fubjeét to 
decay: but the glorious and honourable countenance 
of thy Lorp fhall remain for ever. Which, there- 
fore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully 
deny? Unto him do all creatures which are in heaven 
and earth make petition: every day is he employed in 
fome new work*, Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s 
benefits will ye ungratefully deny? We will furely 
attend to judge you, O men and genii, at the laft day. 
Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny? O ye colleétive body of genii 
and men, if ye be able to pafs out of the confines of 
heaven and earth‘, pafs forth; ye fhall not pafs forth 
but by abfolute power. Which, therefore, of your 
Loro’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? A flame 
of fire without fmoke, and a fmoke without flame ‘', 
fhall be fent down upon you; and ye fhall not be 
able to defend yourfelves therefrom. Which, there- 
fore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully 
deny? And when the heaven fhall be rent in funder, 
and fhall becomc red as a rofe, and fhall melt like 


€ The two feas.] Of falt water © If ye be able to pe out of the 


and frefh (1); or the Perfian and confines of heaven and earth.] To fly 

Mediterranean Seas (2). from the power, and to avoid the de- 
¢ Every day is he employed in cree, of Gop. 

fome new work.] In executing thofe f A fmoke without ome Or, as 

things which he hath decreed from the word alfo fignifies, molten brafs, 


eternity; by giving life and death, which fhall be poured on the heads 
raifiny one and abafing another, hearing _ of the damned. 
prayers and granting petitions, &c, (3). 


; (1) See chap. xxv. p. 207. (2) Al Berpaws. (3) Idem, 
ALLALO’DDIN, 


ointment: 
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ointment ®: (Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s be- 
nefits will ye ungratefully deny ?) On that day neither, 
man nor genius fhall be afked concerning his fin*. 
Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny? The wicked fhall be known by 
their marks‘; and they fhall be taken by the fore- 
locks, and the feet, and fhall be caft into hell. Which, 
therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny? This is hell, which the wicked deny as 
a falfehood: they fhall pafs to and fro between the 
fame and hot boiling water*. Which, therefore, of 
your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? But 
for him who dreadeth the tribunal of his Lorp, are 
prepared two gardens’: (Which, therefore, of your 
Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny?) Planted 
with fhady trees, Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s 
benefits will ye ungratefully deny? In each of them 
fhall be two fountains flowing. Which, therefore, 
of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? 
Ineach of them fhall there be of every fruittwo kinds®. 
Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny? They fhall repofe on couches, 
the linings whereof fhall be of thick filk, interwoven 
with gold: and the fruit of the two gardens fhall be 
near at hand to gather*. Which, therefore, of your 


® And fhall melt like ointment. ] 
Or, fhall appear like red leather; 
according to a different fignification 
of the original word. 

» Neither man nor genius fhall be 
afked concerning his fin.] For their 
crimes will be known by their dif- 
ferent marks; as it follows in the 
text. This, fays al Beidawi, is to 
be underftood of the time when 
they fhall be raifed to life, aud fhall 
be led towards the tribunal: for 
when they come to trial, they will 
then undergo an examination, as 
is declared in feveral places of the 
Koran, 

' See the Prelim. Difc. Se&, IV. 
p- 111, &e. 

k They fhall pafs to and fro be- 
tween the fame and hot boiling water. ] 


For the only refpite they fhall have 
from the flames of hell, will be when 


“they are juffered to go to drink this 


{calding liquor, Sce chap. xxxvii. p. 


311. 

! Two gardens.] i. e. One diftin® 
paradife for men, and another for 
genii; or, as {ome imagine, two gar- 
dens foreach perfon: one as a reward 
due to his works, and the other asa 
free and fuperabundant gift, &c. 

™ Two forts of fruits ] Some be- 
ing known, and like tar fruits of 
the earth: and others of new and 
unknown fpecies; or, fruits both 
green and ripe. 

n Near at hand to gener. So 
that a man may reach them as he iits or 
lies down. 


Lorp’s 
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Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? Therein 
fhall receive them beauteous damfels, refraining their 
eyes from beholding any befides their fpoufes: whom 
no man fhall have deflowered before them, neither any 
genius: (Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits 
will ye ungratefully deny ?) Having complexions like 
rubies and pearls. Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s 
benefits will ye ungratefully deny? Shall the reward 
of good works be any other than good? Which, 
therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny? And:befides thefe there fhall be two other 
gardens®: (Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s be- 
nefits will ye ungratefully deny?) Of a dark green’. 
Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny? In each of them fhall be two 
fountains pouring forth plenty of water. Which, 
therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny ? In each of them fhall be fruits, and palm- 
trees, and pomegranates. Which, therefore, of your 
Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? Therein 
fhall be agrecable and beauteous damfels: Which, 
therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny? Having fine black eyes; and kept in 
pavilions from public view: Which, therefore, of 
your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? 
Whom no man fhall have deflowered, before their 
deftined fpoufes, nor any genius. Which, therefore, 
of your Loro’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? 
Therein fhall they delight themfelves, lying on green 
cufhions and beautiful carpets. Which, therefore, 
of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? 
Bleffed be the name of thy Lorn, poffeffed of glory 
and honour! 


© Two other eae For the vegetables; whereas the former will 

inferior claffes of the inhabitants of be planted chiefly with fruit-trees, 

paradife, The following part of this defcrip. 
P Of a dark green.] From hence, tion alfo falls fhort of that of the 

fays al Beidiwi, it may be inferred, other gardens, prepared for the fue 

that thefe gardens will chiefly pro- _ perior claffes, 

duce herbs, or the inferior forts of 


2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVI. 
Intitled, The Inevitable; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the inevitable‘day of judgment fhall 

fuddenly come, no foul fhall charge the pre- 
diction of its coming with falfehood: it will abafe 
fome, and exalt others. When the earth fhall be fhaken 
with a violent fhock; and the mountains fhall be 
dafhed in pieces, and fhall become as duft fcattered 
abroad; and ye fhall be feparated into three diftin& 
claffes: the companions of the right-hand; (how 
happy fhall the companions of the right-hand be!) 
and the companions of the left-hand’; (how miferable 
fhall the companions of the left-hand be!) and thofe 
who have preceded others in the faith, fhall precede 
them to paradife*. Thefe arethey who fhall approach 
near unto GOD: they fhall dwell in gardens of de- 
light: (There fhall be many of the former religions ; 
and few of the laft'.) Repofing on couches adorned 


@ The inevitable.] The original 
word, the force whereof cannot well 
be expreffed by a fingle one in Eng- 
lifh, ie a calamitous accident 
which falls furely, and with fudden 
violence; and is therefore made ufe 
of here to defign the day of judgment. 

¥ The companions of the right- 
hand, and of the left-hand.] That 
is, the bleffed, and the damned; who 
may be thus diftinguifhed here, be- 
caufe the books wherein their aétions 
are regiftered, will be delivered into 
the right-hands of the former, and 
into the left-hands of the latter (1) ; 
though the words tranflated right-hand 
and left-hand, do alfo fignify happi- 
nefs and gnats 

* And thole who have preceded 


(1) Al Brrpaws, JALLALO’DDIN, 


with 


others in the faith, fhall precede them 
to paradife ] Either the firft converts 
to Mohainmedi{m, or the prophets, 
who were the refpeétive leaders of 
their people, or any perfons who have 
been eminent examples of piety and 
virtue, may be here intended. ‘The 
original words literally rendered are, 
The leaders, the leaders: which repe- 
tition, as fome fuppofe, was defigned 
to expreis the dignity of thefe perfons, 
and the certainty of their future glory 
and happineis (3) 

© There thall be many of the for- 
mer religions, and few of the laft.] 
i. ec. There fhall be more leaders, 
who have preceded others in faith 
and good works, among the fol- 
lowers of the feveral prophets, from 


(2) Idem. 
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with gold and precious ftones; fitting oppofite to 
one another thereon *. Youths which fhall continue 
in their bloom for ever, fhall go round about to attend 
them, with goblets, and beakers, and a cup of 
flowing wine: their heads fhall not ache by drinking 
the fame, neither fhall their reafon be difturbed: 
and with fruits of the forts which they fhall choofe, 
and the flefh of birds of the kind which they fhall 
defire. And there fhall accompany them fair damfels 
having large black eyes; refembling pearls hidden in 
their fhells: as a reward for that which they fhall 
have wrought. They fhall not hear therein any vain 
difcourfe, or any charge of fin; but only the falu- 
tation, Peace! Peace! And the companions of the 
right-hand (how happy fhall the companions of the 
right-hand be!) fhall have their abode among lote- 
trees free from thorns, and trees of mauz” loaded 
regularly with their produce from top to bottom: un- 
der an extended fhade, near a flowing water*, and 
amidfts fruits in abundance, which fhall not fail; nor 
fhall be forbidden to be gathered: and they fhall repofe 
themfelves on lofty beds’. Verily we have created 
the damfels of paradife by a peculiar creation’: and 

‘ we 


Adam down to Mohammed, than of 
the followers of Mohammed him- 
felf (1). 

¥ See chap. xxv. p. 72. not.?. 

w Trees of mauz.] The original 
word Talh is the name not only of 
the mauz (2), but alfo of a very tall 
and thorny tree, which bears abun- 
dance of flowers of an agreeable {mell 
(3), and feems to be the Acacia. 

® Near a flowing water.] Which 
fhall be conveyed in channels to fuch 
places, and in fuch manner, as every 
one fhall defire(4) | Al Beidawi ob- 
ferves, that the condition of the few 
who have preceded others in faith 
and good works, is reprefented by 
whatever may render a city life agree- 
able; and that the condition of the 


(1) Al Berpawt, JALLALO’DDIN, 


(9) V. J. Leon. Delcript, Africx, lib. 9. 


companions of the right-hand, or the 
gencrality of the bicffed, is reprefented 
by thofe things which make the prin- 
cipal pleafure of a country life; and 
that this is done to fhew the difference 
of the two conditions, 

Y Lofty beds,] The word tran- 
flated beds, fignifies alfo, by way of 
metaphor, wives or concubines; and 
if the latter fenfe be_ preferred, the 
paffage may be rendered thus, And 
they {inall enjoy damfels raifed on 
lofty couches, whom we have created, 
&c. 

We have created the damfels 
of paradife by a peculiar Saar 
Having created them pueley ° 
finer materials than the females of 
this world, and fubjc& to none of 

thofe 


(2) See chap. xxxvii. p. 315. not.*, 
(4) Al Berpawi. 
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we have made them virgins*, beloved by their huf- 
bands, of equal age with them: for the delight of the 
companions of the right-hand. There fhall be many 
of the former religions, and many of the latter’. 
And the companions of the left-hand (how miferable 
fhall the companions of the left-hand be!) fhall dwell 
amidft burning winds‘, and fcalding water, under 
the fhade of a black {moke, neither cool nor agree- 
able. For they enjoyed the pleafures of life before 
this, while on earth; and obftinately perfifted ina 
henious wickednefs: and they faid, After we fhall 
have died, and become duft and bones, fhall we furely 
be raifed to life? Shall our forefathers alfo be raifed 
with us? Say, Verily both the firft and the laft fhall 
furely be gathered together to judgment, at the pre- 
fixed time of a known day. Then ye, O men, who 
have erred, and denied the refurre€tion asa falfehood, 
fhall furely eat of the fruit of the tree of aL Zak- 
kum, and fhall fill your bellies therewith: and ye 
fhall drink thereon boiling water ; and ye fhall drink 
as a thirfty camel drinketh. This fhall be their en- 
tertainment on the day of judgment. We have 
created you: will ye not therefore believe that we 
can raife you from the dead? What think ye? The 
feed which ye emit, do ye create the fame, or are we 
the creators thereof? We have decreed death unto 


thofe inconveniencies which are natu- 
ral tothe fex (1). Some underftand 
this of the beatified women; who, 
though they die old and ugly, hall 
yet be reftored to their youth and 

auty in paradife (2). 

. bits tea For how often foever 
their hufbands fhall go in untothem, 
they fhall always aad them virgins. 

> There fhall be many of the former 
religions, and many of the latter.] Fa- 
ther Marracci thinks this to be a mani- 
feft contradiGtion to whatis {aid above, 
There fhall be many of the former and 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. Seft. IV. p. 128. 


few of the latter: but Al Beidawi 
obviates fuch an objeétion, by obferv- 
ing, that the preceding paflage {peaks 
of the leaders only, and thofe who 
have preceded others in faithand good 
works; and the paflage before us 
{peaks ofthe righteous of infcrior me- 
rit and degree; fo that though there 
be many of both forts, yet there may 
be few of one fort, comparatively 
fpeaking, in refpeét to the other. 

© Burning winds.] Which fhall 
enetrate into the paffages of their 
odies. 


(2) Seeib. p. 136, 137. 


you 
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CHAP. LVI. 
Intitled, Iron®; revealed at Mecca, or at 
MEDINA?. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HATEVER isin heaven and earth fingeth 

praife unto Gop ; and he is mighty and wife. 
His is the kingdom of heaven and earth; he giveth 
life, and he putteth to death; and he is almighty. 
He is the firft, and the laft; the manifeft, and the 
hidden: and he knoweth all things. It is he who 
created the heavens and the earth in fix days; and 
then afcended his throne. He knoweth that which 
entereth into the earth, and that which iffueth out of 
the fame; and that which defcendeth from heaven, 
and that which afcendeth thereto: and he is with 
you, wherefoever ye be: for Gon feeth that which 
ye do. His is the kingdom of heaven and earth; 
and unto Gon fhall all things return. He caufeth 
the night to fucceed the day, and he caufeth the day 
to fucceed the night; and he knoweth the innermoft 
part of mens’ breafts. Believe in Gop and his 
apoftle, and Jay out in almsa part of the wealth 
whereof Gop hath made you inheritors: for unto 
{uch of you as believe, and: beftow alms, fhall be 
given a great reward. And what aileth you, that ye 
believe not in Gop, when the apoftle inviteth you 
to believe in your Lorp; and he hath received your 
covenant ‘ concerning this matter, if ye believe any 
propofition? It is he who hath fent down unto his 
fervant evident figns, that he may lead you out of 
darknefs into light; for Gop is compaflionate and 
merciful unto you. And what aileth you, that ye 


° The word occurs toward the @ He hath received your covenant. } 
end of the chapter, p. 421. That is, Ygare obliged to believe in 
P Itis uncertain which of thetwo him by the ftrongeit arguments and 
places was the {cene of revelation of motives. 
this chapter, 


cone 


Cuap. 57. AL KORAN. 419 


contribute not of your fubftance for the defence of 
Gon’s true religion? Since unto Gop appertaineth 
the inheritance of heaven and earth. Thofe among 
you who {hall have contributed and fought in de- 
fence of the faith, before thetaking of Mecca, fhall 
not be held equal with thofe who fhall contribute 
and fight forthe fame afterwards’. Thefe fhall be 
fuperior in degree unto thofe who fhall contribute 
and fight for the propagation of the faith after 
the above-mentioned fuccefs: but unto all hathGop 
promifed a moft excellent reward; and Gop well 
knoweth that which ye do. Who 1s he that will 
lend unto Gop an acceptable loan? for he will 
double the fame unto him, and he fhall receive more- 
over an honourable reward, On a certain day, thou 
fhalt fee the true believers of both fexes: their light 
fhall run before them, and on their right-hands*; and 
it fhall be faid unto them, Good tidings unto you 
this day: gardens through which rivers flow; ye fhall 
remain therein for éver. This will be great felicity. 
On that day the hypocritical men and the hypocritical 
women fhall fay untothofe who believe, Stay for us‘, 
that wemay borrow fome of your light. It fhall be 
an{wered, Return back into the world, and feek light. 
Anda high wall fhall be fet betwixt them, wherein fhall 
bea gatc, within which fhall be mercy ; and without it, 
ovcr-againit the fame, the tormentof hell. Thehypo- 
crites fhall call out ynto the true believers,. faying, 
Were we not with you? They fhall anfwer, Yea; but 
ye feduced your own fouls by yourhypocrify : and ye 
waited our ruin; and ye doubted concerning the faith ; 
and your wifhes deceived you, until the decree of Gop 
came, and ye died: and the deceiver deceived you 


* Thofe who fhall have contributed and on their right-hand.] One light 
and fought in defence of the faith be- leading them the right le | to para- 
forethe taking of Mecca, fhall not be difc, and the other proceeding trom 
held equal with thofe who fhall con- the book wherein their a€tions are re~ 
tribute after.] Becaufe afterwardsthere corded,’ which they will hold in their 
was not fo great neceffity for either, rig ae . at 
the Mohammedan religion being firm. ~ * Sta ]« For the righteous 
ly eftablifhed by that great fuccefs. will haften  paradile {wift as light- 

* Their light fhall run beforethem, ning. 
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concerning Gop. This day, therefore, a ranfom 
fhallnot be accepted of you, nor of thofe who have 
been unbelievers. Your abode fhall be hell-fire : 
this is what ye have deferved: and an unhappy 
journey fhall it be thither! Is not the time yet 
come unto thofe who believe, that their hearts fhould 
humbly fubmit to the admonition of Gop, and to 
that truth which hath been revealed; and that they 
be not as thofe unto whom the fcripture was given 
heretofore, and to whom the time of forbearance 
was prolonged, but their hearts were hardened, and 
many of them were wicked doers? Know that Gop 
quickeneth the earth, after it hath beendead. Now 
have we diftinétly declared our figns unto you, that 
re may underftand. Verily as to the alms-givers, 

both men and women, and thofe who lendunto Gop 
an acceptable loan, he will double the fame unto 
them; and they fhall moreover receive an honour- 
able reward. And they who believe in Gop and 
his apoftles, thefe arc the men of veracity, and the 
witneffes in the prefence of their Lorn: they fhall 
have their reward, and their light. But as to thofe 
who believe not, and accufe our figns of falfchood, 
they fhall be the companions of hell. Know that this 
prefent life is only a toy and a vain amufement: and 
worldly pomp, and the affeftation of glory among 
you, and the multiplying of riches and chil- 
dren, are as the plants nourifked by the rain, the 
{pringing up whereof delighteth the hufbandmen; af- 
terwards they wither, fo that thou feeft the fame turn- 
ed yellow, and at length they become dry ftubble. 
And in the life to come will be a fevere punifhment 
for thofe who covet worldly grandeur; and pardon 
from Gop, and favour for thofe who renounceit: for 
this prefent life is no other than adeceitful provifion. 
Haften with emulation to obtain pardon from your 
Lorp, and paradife, the extent whereof equalleth 
the extent of heaven and earth, prepared for thofe 
who believe in Gop and his apoftles. This is the 
bounty of Gop: he will give the fame unto whom 
he 
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he pleafeth; and Gop is endued with great bounty. 
No accident happeneth in the earth, nor in your per- 
fons, but the fame was entered in the book of our 
decrees, before we created it: verily this is eafy 
with Gop: and this 1s written left ye immoderately 
grieve for the good which efcapeth you, or rejoice 
for that which happeneth unto you; for Gop loveth 
no proud or vain-glorious perfon, or thofe who are 
covetous, and command men covetoufnefs. And 
whofo turneth afide from giving alms; verily Gop 
is felf-fufficient, worthy to be praifed. We formerly 
fent our apoftles wich evident miracles and argu- 
ments; and we fent down with them the fcriptures, 
and the balance", that men might obferve juftice: 
and we fent them down iron”, wherein ‘is mighty. 
ftrength for war*, and various advantages unto 
mankind: that Gop may know who affifteth him 
and his apoftles in fecret’; for Gop is ftrong and 
mighty. We formerly fent Noan and Aprauam, and 
we eftablifhed in their pofterity the gift of prophecy, 
and the {cripture: and of them fome were direéted, 
but many of them were evil doers. Afterwards we 
caufed our apoftles to fuccced in their footfteps: 
and we caufed Jesus, the fon of Mary, to fucceed 
them, and we gave him the gofpel; and we put in 
the hearts of thofe who followed him, compaffion 
and mercy: but as to the monaftic ftate, they infti- 
tuted the fame (we did not prefcribe it to them) ohly 
out ofa defire to pleafe Gop: yct they obferyed not 
the fame as it ought truly to have been obferved. 
And we gave untgfuch of them as believed, their 
reward: but many of them were wicked doers. O 


« And the balance.] i.e. A ruleof 
juftice. Some think that a balance was 
actually brought down from heaven 
by the angel Gabriel to Noah, the ufe 
of which he was ordered to introduce 
among his people. 

w And we fent them down iron.] 
That is, We taught them how to dig 
the fame from mines. Al Z.amakfhari 


adds, that Adam is faid~ to have 


brought down with him from para- 
dile ve things made of iron, viz. an 
anvil, a pairof tongs, two hammers, (a 
greater and a leffei,)and a needle. 

* Wherein is’ mighty ftrength for 
war.] Warlike inftruments and wea- 
pons being generally made of iron, 

Y In feeret.] That is, fincerely and 
heartily. —.. é 
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ye who believe in the former prophets’, fear Gon, 
and believe in his apoftle Monammen: he will give 
you two portions of his mercy*; and he will ordain 
you a light wherein yemay walk, and he will forgive 
you; for Gon is ready to forgive and merciful: that 
thofe who thave received the f{criptures, may know 
that they have not power over any of the favours of 
Gop’, and that good is in the hand of Gop; he be- 
ftoweth the fame on whom he pleafeth, for Gon is 
endued with great beneficence. 


* Oye who believe, &c.] Thefe 
words are direfted to the Jews and 
Chriftians, or rather to the latter only, 

* Two portions of hig mercy. ] 
One as a recompenfe for their believ- 
ing in Mohammed, and the other as 
arecompenfe for their believing in 
the prophets who preceded him; for 
they will not lofe the reward of their 
former religion, though it be now 
abrogated by the promulgation of 
1am (1). 


(1) Al Berpawr. 


b That they have not power over 
any of the favours of God.] i. e. That 
they cannot expett to receive any of 
the favours above-mentioned, becaufe 
they belicve not in his apoftle, and 
thofe favours are annexed to faith in 
him: or, That they have not power 
to difpofe of Gon’s favours, particu- 
larly of the greateft of them, the gift 
of prophecy, fo as to appropriate the 
fame to whom they pleafe (2). 


(2) Idem. 


CHAP. LVIIL 


Intitled, She who difputed; revealed at 
MEDINA‘. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


¥ 


OW hath Gop heard the fpeech of her who 
difputed with thee concerning her hufband, 


and made her complaint unto Gon‘; and Gon hath 


€ Some are of opinion that the 
firft ten verfes of this chapter, end- 
sas Sala thefe words, And fear Gon, 
te whom ye fhall be affembled, 
. were revealed at Mecca, and the reft 
at Medina (1). 
* Her who difputed with thee con- 
cerning her hufband, &c.] This was 


(3) Al Bervaws. 


heard 


Khawla Bint Thilaba, the wife of 
Aws Ebn al Samat, who being di- 
vorced by her hufband by a form in 
ufe among the Arabs in the time of 
ignorance, viz. by faying to her, 
Thou ait to me as the back of my mo- 
ther (2), came to afk Mohammed’s 
opinion whether they were necefla-. 


(2) See chap. xxxiii. p. 270. not.®. 
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heard your mutual difcourfe: for Gop both heareth 
and feeth. As to thofe among you who divorce their 
wives, by declaring that they will thereafter regard 
them as their mothers ; let them know that they are not 
their mothers. They only are their mothers who 
brought them forth*; and they certainly utter an 
unjuftifiable faying, and a falfehood: but Gop is 
gracious, and ready to forgive. Thofe who divorce 
their wives, by declaring that they will for the fu- 
ture regard them as#their mothers, and afterwards 
would repair‘ what they have faid, fhall be obliged 
to free a captive® before they touch one another. 
This is what ye are warned to perform: and Gop 
is well apprized of that which ye do. And whofo 
findeth not a captive to redeem, fhall obferve a 
faft of two confecutive months, before they touch 
one another. And whofo fhall not be able to faft 
that time, fhall feed threefcore poor men. This is 
ordained you, that ye may believe in Gop and his 
apoftle. Thefe are the ftatutes of Gon: and for 
the unbelievers is prepared a grievous torment. 
Verily they who oppofe Gop and his apoftle, fhall 
be brought low, as the unbelievers who preceded 
them were brought low. And now have we fent 


® They only are their mothers who 


rily obliged to a feparation; and he 
brought them forth.) And therctore 


told her that it was not lawful for 


her to cohabit with her hufband any 
more : to which the replying, that her 
hufband had not put her away, the 
prophet repeated his former decifion, 
adding, that {uch form of {peaking was 
oy general confent underftood to im- 
ply a perpetual feparation. Upon this 
the woman being greatly eoncerned, 
becaufe of the imallnefs of her chil- 
dren, went home, and uttered her com- 
plaint to Gop in prayer: and there- 
upon this paflage was revealed (2), 
allowing a man to take his wife again, 
notwithitanding his having pronounced 
the above-mentioned form of di- 
vorce, on doing certain aéts of charity, 
or mortification, by way of penance, 


(1) Al Berpawn, JALLAL, &e. 
and chap. 33. p. 283. 


no woman ought to be placed in the 
fame degree of prohibition, except 
thofe whom Gop has ‘joined with 
them, as nurfing-mothers, and the 
wives of the prophet (2). 

€ Would repair, &c.] This f{eems 
to be here the true meaning of the 
original word, which properly figni- 
fies to return, and is varioufly ex- 
pounded by the Mohammedan doc- 
tors. 

® Acaptive.] Which captive, ac- 
cording to the moft recewed de- 
cifion, ought to be a truc believer; 
as is ordered for the expiation of 
man-flaughter £3). 


(2) Al Berpawt. See chap. 4. p. 97. 
(3) See chap. 4. p. 112. 
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down manifeft’ figns: and an ignominious punifh- 
ment awaiteth the unbelievers. On a certain day 
Gop fhall raife them all to life, and fhall declare 
unto them. that which they have wrought. Gop hath 
taken an exaét account thereof: but they have for- 
gotten the fame: and Gon is witnefs over all things. 
Doft thou not perceive that Gop knoweth whatever 
isin heaven and in earth? There is no private dif- 
courfe among three perfons, but he is the fourth of 
them; nor among five, but hagis the fixth of them; 
neither among a fmaller number than this, nora larger, 
but he is with them, wherefoever they be: and he 
will declare unto them that which they have done, 
on the day of refurre€tion; for Gop knoweth all 
things. Haft thou not obferved thofe who have 
been forbidden to ufe clandeftine difcourfe, but af- 
terwards return to what they have been forbidden, 
and difcourfe privily among themfelves of wicked. 
nefs and enmity, and difobedience towards the 
apoftle*? And when they come unto thee, they fa- 
lute thee with that form of falutation wherewith Gop 
doth not falute thee’: and they fay among them- 
felves, by way of derifion, Would not Gop punifh 
us for what we fay, 1f this man were a prophet? Hell 
fhall be their fufficient punifhment: they fhall godown 
into the fame to be burned; and an unhappy journey 
fhall it be! O true believers, when ye difcourfe pri- 
vily together, difcourfe not of wickednefs, and en- 
mity, and difobedience towards the apoftle; but dif- 
courfe of juftice and piety; and fear Gop, before 
whom ye fhall be affembled. Verily the clandeftine 
difcourfe of the infidels proceedeth from Saran, that 


® Thofe who have been forbidden 
to ufe clandeftine difcousfe, ee 
That isy the Jews and hypocritica 
Moflems, who caballed | apaeraed to- 
ecther again Mohammed, and made 
figns to one another when they faw 
the true’ believers: and this they 
continued to do, notwithitanding 


(3) Al Berpaw:, JALLAL. 


they were forbidden. 

' They falute thee with that form 
of falutation wherewith Gop doth 
not falute thee.] It feems they uled, 
inftead of Al falam aleica, i.e. Peace 
be upon thee, to fay, Al fam aleica, 
i. e. Mifchief on thee, &c. (1). 


& 


he 
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he may grieve the true believers; but there fhall be 
none to hurt them in the leaft, unlefs by the permif- 
fion of Gop; wherefore.in Gop let the faithful truft. 
O true believers, when it is faid unto you, Make 
room in the affembly; make room‘; Gop will 
grant you ample room in paradife. And when it is 
{aid unto you, Rife up; rife up: Gop will raife thofe 
of you who believe, and thofe to whom knowledge is 
given, to fuperior degrees of honour: and Gop is 
fully apprized of that. which ye do. O true believers, 
when ye go to {peak with the apoftle, give alms pre- 
vioufly to your difcourfing with him': this will be 
better for you, and more pure. But if ye find not 
what to give, verily Gop will be gracious and merciful 
unto you. Do ye fear to give alms previoufly to your 
difcourfing with the prophet, left ye fhouldimpoverifh 
yourfelves? Therefore if ye do it not, and Gop is 
gracious unto you, by difpenfing with the faid precept 
for the future, be conftant at prayer, and pay the le- 
gal alms ; and obey Gop and his apoftle in all other 
matters: for Gop well knoweth that which ye do. 
Haft thou not obferved thofe who have taken for 
their friends a people againft whom Gop is in- 
cenfed™? They are neither of you, nor of them”: 
and they fwear to a lie° knowingly. Gon hath 
prepared for them a grievous punifhment; for it is 
evil which they do. They have taken their oaths 
for a cloak, and they have turned men afide from the 


& When it is faid unto you, Make 
room in the aflembly; make room. ] 
In this paffage the Moflems are com- 
manded to give place, in the public 
affemblies, to the prophet, and the 
more honourable of his companions; 
and not to prefs and croud upon him, 
as they ufed to do, out of a defire of 
being near him, and hearing his dif- 
courfe. 

1 When ye go to fpeak with the 
apoftle, give alms, &c.] To thew 
your fincerity, and to honour the 
apoftle. It is doubted whether this 


be acounfel or a precept; but how- 

ever it continued but a very little 
vhile in force, being agreed on all 

hands to be abrogated by the follow- 

ne eal Do ye fear to give alms, 
c. (1 


™ A people againtt whom Gon is 
incenied.] i. e. The Jews 

® They are neither of you, nor of 
them.] Being hypocrites, and wa. 
vering between the two parties. 

* They {wear toa ie e. ney 
have folemnly profeffed Iflam, whi 
they believe not in their hearts, 


¢ (3) Idem. 


way 
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way of Gon: wherefore a fhameful punifhment 
awaiteth them ; neither their wealth nor their children 
fhall avail them at all agaia& Gon. Thefe fhall be 
the inhabitants of hell-fire; they fhall abide therein 
for ever. Onacertain day Gop fhall raife them all: 
then will they fwear unto him, as they fwear now un- 
to you, imagining that it will be of fervice to them. 
Are they not liars? Satan hath prevailed againit 
them, and hath caufed them to forget the remem- 
brance of Gop. Thefe are the party of the devil; 
and fhall not the party of the devil be doomed to 
perdition? Verily they who oppofe Gop and his 
apoftle, fhall be placed among the moft vile. Gop 
hath written; Verily I will prevail, and my apoftles : 
for Gop is ftrong and mighty. Thou fhalt not find 
people who believe in Gop and the laft day, to love 
him who oppofeth Gop and his apoftle; although 
they be their fathers, or their fons, or their brethren, 
or their neareft relations. In the hearts of thefe hath 
Gop written faith; and he hath ftrengthened them 
with his fpirit: and he will lead them into gardens, 
beneath which rivers flow, to remain therein for 
ever. Gop is well pleafed in them; and they are 
well pleafed in him. Thefe are the party of Gon: 
and fhall not the party of God profper? 


CHAP. LIX. 


Intitled, The Emigration’; revealed at 
MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HATEVER is in heaven and earth cele- 

Y - brateth the praife of Gop: and he is the 
mighty, the wife. It was he who caufed thofe who 
believed not, of the people who receive the fcripture, 


® The original word fignifiesthe  eJfewhere, whether it be by choice or 
quitting or remqving from one’s na- _ compulfion. + 
tive country, or fettlement, to dwell : 


tn 
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to depart from their habitations at the firft emigra- 
tion’. Ye did not think that they would go forth: 
and they thought that their fortrefles would prote@ 
themagainft Gop. Butthechaftifement of Gop came 
upon them, from whence they did not expeét; and 
he caft terror into their hearts. They pulled down 
their houfes with their own hands‘, and the hands 
of the true believers. Wherefore take example from 
them, O ye who have eyes. And if Gop had not 
doomed them to banifhment, he had furely punifhed 


@ It was Gop who caufed the un- 
believers, of thofe who receive the 
{criptures, to depart from their habi- 
tations at the firft emigration.] The 
people here intended were the Jews of 
thetribe of al Nadir, who dwelt in Me- 
dina, andwhen Mohammed fled thither 
from Mecca, promifed him to ftand 
neuter between him and his oppo- 
nents, and made a tredty with him to 
that purpofe. When he had gained 
the battle of Bedr, they confeffed that 
he was the prophet defcribed in the 
law: but upon his receiving that dif- 
grace at Ohod, they changed their 
note; and Caab Ebn al Afhraf, with 
forty horfe, went and made a league 
with Abu Sofian, which they con- 
firmed by oath. Upon this, Mo- 
hammed got Caab difpatched, and, 
inthe qth year of the Hejra, fet for- 
ward againft al Nadir, and belieged 
them in their fortrefs, which ftood 
about three miles from Medina, for 
fix days, at the end of which they 
capitulated, and were allowed to 
depart, on condition that they fhould 
entirely quit that place: and accord- 
ingly {ome of them went into Syria, 
and others to Khaibar and Hire (1). 

This was the firft emigration, men- 
tioned in the paffage before us, The 
other happened feveral years after, in 
the reignof Omar, when that Khalif 


banifhed thofe who had fettled at 
Khaibar, and obliged them to de- 
part out of Arabia (2). 

Dr. Prideaux, fpeaking of Mo- 
hammed’s obliging thofe of al Nadir 
to quit their fettlements, fays, thata 

arty of his men purfued thofe who 
ed into Syria, and having overtaken 
them, put them all to the {word, ex- 
cepting only one man, that efcaped. 

ithiuch cruelty, continues he, did 
thofe barbarians firft fet up to fight 
for that impofture they had been de- 
luded into (3). Buta learned gen- 
tleman has already obferved, that this 
is all grounded on a mittake, which 
the doftor was led into by an imper- 
feftion in the printed edition of Elma- 
cinus; where, after mentioning the 
expulfion of the Nadirites, are infert- 
ed fome incoheregt words relating to 
another aCtion, which happened the 
month before, and wherein feventy 
Moflems, inftead of putting others to 
the {word, were furprifed and put to 
the fword themfelves, together with 
their leader, al Mondar Ebn Omar, 
Caab Ebn Zeid alone efcaping (4). 

* They pulled down theit houfes 
with their own hands.} Doing what 
damage they could, that the Moflems 
might make the lefs advantage of 
what they were obliged to leave be- 
hind them. 


(1) Al Berpawi, Jautar. &c. V. Axu’sy. vit. Moh. cap. 95. 


{2} Idem. Interp. 
in Asu’xF. vit, Moh, p. 72. 


(3) Prin. Life of Mah. p. 8s. 


(4) V. Gacnizr, net. 


them 
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them ia this world’: ang in the world to come they 
fhail fuffer the torment of hell-fire. This, becaufe 
they oppofed Gop andhis apoftle: and whofo oppo- 
feth Gon, verily Gon will be fevere in punifhing 
him. Whatpalm-trees ye cut down, or left ftanding 
on their roots, were focut down or left by the willof 
Gop; and that he might difgrace the wicked doers. 
And as tothe {poils of thefe people which Gop hath 
granted wholly to his apoftle‘, ye did not pufh for- 
ward any horfes or camels againft the fame"; but 
Gop giveth unto his apoftles dominion over whom he 

leaféth: for Gop is almighty. The fpoils of the in- 
Pabitants of. the towns which Gop hath granted to 
his apoftle, are due unto Gop and to the apoftle, and 
him whoisof kin tothe apoftle, and the orphans, and 
the poor, and the traveller ; that they may not be for 
ever divided in a circle among fuch of you as are 
rich. What the apoftle fhall give you, that accept; 
and what he fhall forbid you, that abftain from: and 
fear Gop; for Gop is fevere in chaftifing. A part 
alfo belongeth to the poor Monajerin“, who have 
been difpoffeffed of their houfes and their fubftance, 
feeking favour from Gon, and his good-will, and 
affifting Gop and his apoftle. Théfe are the mén of 
veracity. And they who quietly poffefled the town 
of Mepina, and profeffed the faith without molefta- 


* He had furely punifhed them in 
this world. ] st delivering them up 
to flaughter and captivity, as he did 


" Ye did not puth forward any 
horfes or camels againft the fame. ] 
For the fettlement of thofeof al Nadir 


thofe of Koreidha, 
© As to the {poils which Gon hath 
nted erly to his apoftley &c.] 
tis remarkable, that in this expe- 
dition the fpoils were not divided 
according to the law given for that 
purpofe in the Korin(1), but were 
granted to the apoftle, and declared 
to be entirely in his difpofition: and 
the reafon was, hecaufe the place was 
taken without the affiftance of horfe; 
which betame aruleforthe future (2). 


being fo near Medina, the Moflcms 
went allon foot thither, except only 
the prophet himfelf (9). 

© To the poor Mohajerin.] Where- 
fore Mohammed diftributed thofe 
{poils among the Mohajerin, or thofe 
who had fled from Mecca, only; 
and gave no part thereof to the An- 
jars, or thofeof Medina, except onl 
to three of them, who were in isis § 
fitous circumftances (4). 


1) Chap. viii. p.230. (2) V. Ravu’tr. vit. Moh. p.91. (3) Al Berpawr, 
‘ , . (4) Idee, V. Anu’. ubi fup. p. 72. 


tion, 
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tion, before them”, love hym who hath fled unto 
them, and find in their breafts no want of that which 
is given the Monajera@’, but prefer them before 
themfelves, although there be indigence among them. 
And whofo is preferved from the covetoufnefs of his 
own foul, thofe fhall furely profper. And they who 
have come after them’, fay, O Lorn, forgive us 
and our brethren who have preceded us in the faith, 
and put not into our hearts ill-will againft thofe who 
have believed: O Lorp, verily thou art compaf- 
fionate and merciful. Haft thou not obferved them 
who play the hypocrites? They fay unto their bre- 
thren who believe not, of thofe who have received 
the fcriptures*, Verily if ye be expelled your habita- 
tions, we will furely go forth with you; and we will 
not pay obedience, in your refpeét, unto any one for 
ever: and if ye be attacked, we will certainly affift 
you. But Gon is witnefs that they are liars. Verily 
if they be expelled, they will not go forth with 
them; and if they be attacked, they will not affift 
them®; and if they do affift them, they will furely 
turn their backs: and they thall not be proteéted. 
Verily ye are ftronger than they, by reafon of the ter- 
ror calt into their breafts from Gop. This, becaufe 
they are not people of prudence. They will not 
fight againft you in a body, except in fenced towns, 
or from behind walls. Their ftrength in war among 


_* They who quietly poffefled Me- Mohammed began to gain ftrength, 
dina, and profeffed the faith without and his religion had fade a confider- 
moleftation, before them.] That is, able Sioerels 


the Anfars; who enjoyed their houfes, 
and the free exercife of their religion, 
before the Hejra, while the converts 
of Mecca were perfecuted and haraf- 
fed by the idolaters. 

Y And find in their breafts no want 
of that“ which is given the Mohije- 
rin.] i.e. And bear them no grudge 
or envy on that account. 

* They who have come after them. ] 
The perfons here meant feem to be 
thofe who fled from Mecca after 


®* Their brethren who believe not, 
of thofe who have received the ul a 
tures.) That is, the Jews.of the tri 
of al Nadir. 

bIf t be expelled, they will 
not go forth with them; and i 
be attacked, they will not affift them. ] - 
And it happened accordingly; for 
Ebn Obba, and his confederates, 
wrote to the Nadirites to this pur- 
pofe, but never performed their pro- 
mife (2). 


(3) Al Berpawi. " 


themfelves 
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themfelves is great®: thqu thinkeft them to be united; 
but their hearts are divided. This, becaufe they are 
people who do not underftand. Like thofe who lately 
preceded them *, they have tafted the evil confequence 
of their deed; and a painful torment is prepared for 
them hereaftcr. Thus have the hypocrites deceived 
the Jews: like the devil, when he faith unto a man, 
Be thou an infidel ; and when he is become an infidel, 
he faith, Verily I am clear of thee; for I fear Gon, 
the Lorp of all creatures. Wherefore the end of 
them both fhall be that they fhall dwell .in hell-fire, 
abiding therein for ever: and this fhall be the re- 
compenfe of the unjuift. O true believers, fear Gon; 
and let a foul look what it fendeth before for the mor- 
row‘: and fear Gop, for Gop is well acquainted with 
that which ye do. And be not as thofe who have for- 
gotten Gop, and whom he hath caufed to forget their 
own fouls: thefe are the wicked doers. The inhabi- 
tants of hell-fire, and the inhabitants of paradife, fhall 
not be held equal. The inhabitants of paradife are 
they who fhall enjoy felicity. If we had fent down 
this Koran on a mountain, thou wouldeft certainly 
have feen the fame humble itfelf, and cleave in 
funder for fear of Gop. Thefe fimilitudes do we 
propofe unto men, that they may confider. He is 
Gop, befides whom there is no Gop; who know- 
cth that which 1s future, and that which is prefent: 
he is the moft Merciful; he is Gop, befides whom 
therc is no Gon: the King, the Holy, the Giver 
of peace, the Faithful, the Guardian, the Power- 
ful, the Strong, the moft High. Far be Gop ex- 
alted above the idols which they affociate with him! 


Crap. §9. 


© Theis ftrength in war among 
themfelvyes is great.] i.e. It is not 
their weaknefs or cowardice which 
makes them decline a field battle 
with you, fince they fhew ftrength 
and valour enough in their wars with 
one another ; but both fail them when 
they enter into the lifls with Gon and 
his apoftle. 


“ Like thofe who lately preceded 
them.] Viz. The idolaters who were 
flain at Bedr; or the Jews of Kainoka, 
who were plundered and fent into 
exile before thofe of al Nadir. 

* For the morrow ] That is, For 
the next life, which may be called 
the morrow, as this prefent life may 
be called to day. 

He 
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He is Gop, the Creator, the Maker, the Former. 
He hath moft excellent names‘. Whatever is in hea- 
ven and earth praifeth him: and he is the Mighty, 
the Wife. 


f See chap. vii. p. 218. not.". 
CHAP. LX. 


Intitled, She who is tried‘; revealed at 
: MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


True believers, take not my enemy and your 

enemy for your friends", fhewing kindnefs to- 
ward them; fince they believe not in the truth which 
hath come unto you, having expelled the apoftle 
and yourfelves from your native city, becaufe ye be- 
lieve in Gop, your Lorp. If ye go forth to fight in 
defence of my religion, and out of a defire to pleafe 
me, and privately fhew friendfhip unto them’; verily 


® The chapter bears this title, be- 
caufe it direéts the women, who delert 
and come over from the infidels to the 
Moflems, to be examined, and tried 
whether they be fincere in their pro- 
teffion of the faith. 

bh Take not my enemy and your 
enemy for your friends, &c.] This 
paflage was revealed on account of 
Hateb Ebn Abi Baltaa, who under- 
ftanding that Mohammed had a de- 
fign to furprife Mecca, wrote a letter 
to the Koreifh, giving them notice 
of the intended expedition, and ad-. 
vifed them to be on their guard: which 
ietter he fent by Sarah, a maid-fervant 
belonging to the family of Hafhem. 
The panflenger had not been gone 
long, before Gabriel difcovered the 
affair to the prophet, who immedi- 
ately fent after ber, and having inter- 
cepted the letter, afked Hateb how he 


came to be guilty of fuch an aétions: 
to which he replied, that it was not 
out of infidelity, or a defire to return 
to idolatry, but merely to induce the 
Koreifh to treat his fay: which 
was fti]] at Mecca, with fome kind- 
nefs; adding, that he was well affured 
his intelligence would be of no fervice 
at all to the Meccans, becaule he was 
fatistied Gop would take vengeance 
on them. Whereupon Mohammed 
received his excufe, and pardoned 
him: but it was thought proper to 
forbid any {uch praétices for the fu- 
ture (1). 

! And privately thew friendfhip 
unto them.] The verb here ufed has 
alfo a contrary fignificatifim, according 
to which the words may be rendered, 
And yet openly thew friendfhip unto 
them 


ca" Idem. V. Aav'te vit. Moh. p. 103. 


I well 
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I well know that which ye conceal, and that which ye 
gifcover: and whoever of you doth this, hath already 
erred from the ftrait path. If they get the better of 
you, they will be enemies unto you, and they will 
ftretch forth their hands and their tongues againft 
you with evil: and they earneftly defire that ye 
fhould become unbelievers. Neither your kindred 
nor your children will avail you at all on the day of 
refurre€tion, which will feparate you from one ano- 
ther: and Gop feeth that which ye do. Ye have an 
excellent pattern in ABRAHAM, and thofe who were 
with him, when they faid unto their people, Verily 
we are clear of you, and of the idols which ye wor- 
fhip, befides Gop: we have renounced you; and 
enmity and hatred is begun between us and you for 
ever, until ye believe in Gop alone: except Asra- 
Ham's faying unto his father, Verily I will beg par- 
don for thee*; but I cannot obtain ought of Gop 
in thy behalf. O Lorp, in thee do we truft, and 
unto thee are we turned; and before thee fhall we 
be affembled hereafter. O Lorp, fuffer us not to be 
put to trial by the unbelievers’; and forgive us, O 
Lorn; for thou art mighty and wife. Verily ye 
have in them dn excellent example, unto him who 
hopeth in Gop and the laft day: and whofo turneth 
back ; verily Gop is felf-fufficient, and praife-worthy. 
Peradventure Gop will eftablifh friendfhip between 
yourfetves and fuch of them as ye now hold for ene- 
mies™: for Gop is powerful; and Gop is inclined 


* Except Abraham's 
his father, Verily I wills 
for thee.] For in this Abraham's ex- 


friendfhip between you, &c.] And 
‘this hap accordingly on the 
taking of Mecca; when Abu Sofidn, 


ing unto 
pardon 


ample is not to be followed. See 
chap. ix. p. 263. 

! Suffer uggiot a be put to trial by 
the unbelievers. ] i.e. Suffer them not 
to prevail agaisit us, left thence 
conclude themfelves to be in the right, 
and endeavour to make us deny our 
faith by the terror of perfecution (1). 

™ Peradventure Gop will eftablith 


and others of the Koreifh, who had 
till then-been inveterate enemies to the 
Mollems, embraced the fame faith, 
and became their friends and brethren. 
Some fuppofe the marriage of Mo- 
Sei oe da ta 

r) w was 
celebrated the year before, to be here 
intended (2). 


{3) Al Bespawi. (2) V. Gacnuer, not. in Abu’lf. vit. Moh, p. 91. 


to 
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to forgive, and merciful. As to thofe who have not 
borne arms againft you on account of religion, nor 
turned you out of your dwellings, Gop forbiddeth 
you not to deal kindly with them, and to behave 
juftly towards them"; for Gop loveth thofe who aé 
juitly. But as to thofe who have borne arms againft 
you on account of religion, and have difpoffeffed 
you of your habitations, and have affifted in dif- 
poffeffing you, Gop forbiddeth you to enter into 
friend{hip with them: and whofoever of you entereth 
into friendfhip with them, thofe are unjuft doers. O 
true believers, when believing women come unto 
you as refugees, try them: Gop well knoweth their 
faith. And if ye know them to be true believers, 
fend them not back to the infidels: they are ‘not 
Jawful for the unbelievers to Have in marriage; nei- 
ther are the unbelievers lawful for them. But give 
their unbelieving hufbands what they fhall have ex- 
pended for their dowers®. Nor fhall it be any crime 
in you, if ye marry them, provided ye give them 
their dowries’. And retain not the patronage of the 
unbelieving women: butdemand back that which ye 
have expended for the dowry of fuch of your wives 


® As to thofe who have not borne 
arms againft you, &c j This paffage, 
it is faid, was revealed on account of 
Koteila Bint Abd’al Uzza,who having, 
while the was an idolatrefs, brought 
fome prefents to her daughter, Aimi 
Bint Abi Becr, the Jatter not only re- 
fufed to accept them, but even denied 
her admittance (1). 

° But give their unbelieving huf- 
bands what they fhall have expended 
for their dowers.] For, according to 
the terms of the pacification of al Ho- 
deibiya (2), each fide was ta return 


whatever came into their power be- 


Jonging to the other; wherefore when 
the Moflems were, 


by this paffage; . 
forbidden to reftore the married wo-’ 
men who fhould come over to them,” 


they were at the fame time command. 
ed to make fome fort of fatisfa€tion 
by returning their dowry. 

It is related, that after the aforefaid 
pacification, while Mohammed was 
yet at al Hodeibiya, Sobeia Bintal Ha- 
reth, of the tribe of Aflam, having ems 
braced Mohammedilfm, her hufband, 
Mofffer, the Makhzumite, came and 
demanded her back; upon which this 
paffage was revealed: and Moham- 
med, purfuant thereto, adminiftered to 
her the oath thereafter diretted, and re- 
turned her hufband her dower; and 
then Omar married her(3). 

P Provided ye give them their dow- 
ries.) For what is returned to their 
former hufbands is not to be confider« 
ed as their dower. 

é 


(3) Al Berpaws. (8) Seechap. xiii p. 984, &c. . (3) Al Bripawt. 
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4s g6 Over to the unbelievers; and let them de- 
mand back that which they have expended for the 
dowry of thofe who come over to you. This is the 
judgment of Gop, which he eftablifheth among you: 
and Gop is knowing and wife. If any of your 
wives’ efcape from you to the unbelievers, and ye 
have your turn by the coming over of any of the un- 
believers’ wives to you’; give unto thofe believers 
whofe wives fhall have gone away, out of the dowries 
ofthe latter, fo much as they fhall have expended for 
the dowers of .the former: and fear Gop, in whom 
Ye believe. O prophet, when believing women come 
unto thee, and plight their faith unto thee‘, that 
they will not affociate any thing with Gop, nor fteal, 
hor commit fornication, nor kill their children‘, 
nor come with a calumny which they have forged 
between their hands and their feet’, nor be difobe- 
dient to thee in that which fhall be reafonable: then 
do thou plight thy faith unto them, and afk pardon 
for them of Gon: for Gon is inclined to forgive, 
and merciful. O true believers, enter not into friend- 
fhip with a people againft whom Gon is incenfed“; 
they defpair of the life to come*, as the infidels de- 

{pair 


@ Any of your wives.] Literally, p. 62. Some are of opinion, that 


tny thing of your wives; which fome 
interpret, any part of their dowry. 
® And ye have your tum, bc. Or, 
as the original verb may alfo be tran- 
flated, And ye take fpoils: in which 
cafe the meaning will be, that thofe 
Moflems, whofe wives fhall have gone 
over to the infidels, fhall have a {atis- 
fa€tion for their dower out of the 
next booty. This law, they fay, was 
given, becaufe the idolaters, after the 
receding verfe had been revealed, re- 
Pied to comply therewith, or to make 
any return of the dower of thofe wo- 
men who went over to them from the 
Moflems (1); fo that the latter were 
obliged to indemnify themiclves as 
they could. 
* See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. 11. 


{3) Al Bexpaw1. 


(2) Idem. 


this paffage was not revealed till the 
day of the taking of Mecca; when, 
after having received the folemn fub- 
miffion of the men, he proceeded to 
receive that of the women (8). 

© Sce chap. Ixxxi. 

" Nor come with a calumny, &c. } 
Jallalo’ddin underftands thefe words 
of their laying their {purious children 
to their hufbands. 

~ A people again whom Gon 
is incenied.] i. e. The infidels in 

eneral ; or the Jews im particular 


9). 

They defpair of the life to 
come.] By reaion of their infidelity ; 
or becaufe they well know they can- 
mot expect to be made partakers of 
the heppinets of the nent life, by 

reafoa 


(3) See chap. i. p. 8. 
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{pair of the refurretion of thofe who dwell in the 
graves. 


reafon of their reje€ting of the ere miffion is confirmed by miracles 
phet foretold in the Jaw, and whofe = (1). 


(1) Al Berpaw1, 


CHAP. LXI. 
Intitled, Battle Array; revealed at: Mecca’, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


H AT EVER is in heaven and in earth ce- 

lebrateth the praife of Gop; for he is mighty 
and wife. O true believers, why do ye fay that which 
ye do not *? Itis moft odious in the fight of Gon, 
that ye fay that which ye do not. Verily Gop loveth 
thofe who fight for his religion in battle array, as 
though they were a well-compaéted building. Re- 
member when Mosss faid unto his people, O my 
people, why do ye injure me"; fince ye know that 
I am the apoftle of Gop fent unto you? And when 
they had deviated from the truth, Gop made their 
hearts to deviate from the right way; for Gon direét- 
eth not wicked people. And when Jesus, the Son 
of Mary, faid, O children of Isnaz1, verily I am 
the apoftle of Gop fent unto you, confirming the 
Jaw which was delivered before me, and bringing 
good tidings of an apoftle who fhall come after me, 


y Or, as fome rather judge, at Me- _ their faith, yet fhamefully turned their 
dina; which opinion is confirmed by _ backs at the battle of Ohod (1). They 
the explication in the next note. may, however, be applied to hypo- 

® Why do ye fay that which ye do _crites of all forts, whofe aGions con- 
mot?] The commentators generally tradi@ their words. 
fuppofe thefe words to be direfted to ® Why do ye injure me?] Viz. by 
the Moflems, who, notwithfsndi your difobedience; or by malicioufly 
they had folemnly engaged to { afperfing me (2). 

Shes lives and fortunes in defence of 


(1) See chap. iii. p. 77, &c. (&) See chap. xxxiii. p. 285. 
Ee and 
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and whofe name fhall be Anmep®. And when he 
produced unto them evident miracles, they faid, 
This is manifeft forcery. But who is more unjuft 
than he who forgeth a lie againft Gon, when he is 
‘invited unto Istam? And Gop dire&eth not the 
unjuft people. They feek to extinguifh Gon’s light 
with their mouths: but Gop will perfeé his light, 
though the infidels be averfe thereto. It is he who 
hath fent his apoftle with the dire€tion, and the reli- 
gion of truth, that he may exalt the fame above every 
religion, although the idolaters be averfe thereto. 
O true believers, fhall I fhew you a merchandife 
which will deliver you from a painful torment here- 
after? Believe in Gon and his apoftle; and defend 
Gop’s true religion with your fubftance, and in your 
own perfons. This will be better for you, if ye knew 
it. He will forgive you your fins, and will intro- 
duce you into gardens through which rivers flow, 
and agreeable habitations in gardens of perpetual 
abode. This will be great felicity. And ye fhall 
obtain other things which ye defire, namely, affiftance 
from Gop, and a fpeedy vi€lory. And do thou bear 
good tidings to the true believers. O true believers, 
be ye the affiftants of Gop; as Jxsus, the Son of 
Mary, faid to the apoftles, Who will be my affiftants 
with refpc& to Gov‘? The apoftles anfwered, We 
will be the affiflants of Gop. So a part of the chil- 
dren of Israes believed, and a part believed not”: 
but we ftrengthened thofe who believed, above their 
enemy ; wherefore they became victorious over them. 


b Whofe name fhall be Ahined. 
For Mohammed alfo bore the name o 
Ahmed; both naines being derived 
from the fame root, and nearly of the 
fame fignification. The Pertian para- 
phraft,to Support what is herealledged, 
asada owing words of Curist, 

go to my father, and the Paraclete 
fhall come (1): the Mohammedan 


(1) See Jolin xvi. 7, Se. 


doétors unanimoufly teaching, that by 
the Paraclete (or, as they chufe to 
read it, the Periclyte, or Illuftrious) 
their prophet is intended, and no 
other fa) 

© See chap. iii. p. 64. 

¢ And a part believed not.} Either 
by reje&ing him, or by affirming him 
to be Gop, and the fon of Gon (9). 


(2) See the Prelim. Difc, Se&. IV. p. g& 


(g) Jatraco’ppin. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXII. 
Intitled, The Affembly; revealed at Mepina. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HATEVER is in heaven and earth praifeth 

Gop; the King, the Holy, the Mighty, the 
Wife. It is he who hath raifed up amidft the illite- 
rate ARABIANS an apoftle from among themfelves‘*, 
to rehearfe his figns unto them, and to purify them, 
and to teach them the fcriptures and wifdom; where- 
as before they were certainly ina manifeft error: and 
others of them have not yet attained unto them, by 
embracing the faith; though they alfo fhall be con- 
verted in GOD's good time; for he is mighty and 
wife. This is the free grace of Gop: he beftoweth 
the fame on whom he pleafeth: and Gop is endued 
with great beneficence. The likenefs of thofe who 
were charged with the obfervance of the law, and 
then obferved it not, is as the likenefs of an afs 
Jaden with books‘. How wretched is the likenefs 
of the people who charge the figns of Gop with 
falfehood! and Gon diretieth not the unjuft people. 
Say, O ye who follow the Jewifh religion, if ye 
fay that ye are the friends of Gop above other men, 
with for death*, if ye fpeak truth. But they will 
never wifh for it, becaule of that which thcir hands 
have fent before them": and Gop well knoweth the 
unjuft, Say, Verily death, from which ye fly, will 
furely meet you: then fhall ye be brought before 
him who knoweth as well what is concealed as what 


© See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. II. does the books he carries. 
P- 55: © With for death.] i. .e Make it 
f As the likenefs of an afs laden your requeft to Gon, that he would 
with books.] Becaufe they under-  tranflate you from this troublefome 
ftand not the prophecies contained world to a ftate of never-fading 
in the law, which bear witnefs to _ blifs. . 
Mohammed, no more than the als h See chap. ii. p. 19. 


Ee 3 iS 
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is difcovered; and he will declare unto you that 
which ye have done. O true believers, when ye 
are called to prayer on the day of the affembly’, 
haften to the commemoration of Gon, and leave 
merchandifing. This will be better for you, if ye 
knew it. And when prayer is ended, then difperfe 
yourfelves through the land as ye lift, and feek gain 
of the liberality of Gov*: and remember Gop fre- 
quently, that ye may profper. But when they fee 
any merchandifing, or fport, they flock thereto, 
and leave thee {landing up in thy pulpit'. Say, 
The reward which is with Gop is better than any 


{port or merchandife: and Gop is the beft pro- 
vider. 


' The day of the affembly.] That 
is Friday, which being more pecu- 
a fet apart by Mohammed for the 
public worfhip of Gon, is therefore 
called Yawm al joma, i.e. The dayof 
the affembly, or congregation; whcreas 
it was before called al Ariba. The 
firft time this day was particularly 
obierved, as fome fay, was on the 
prophet's arrival at Medina; into 
which city he made his firft entry on 
a Friday: but others tell us, that Caab 
Ebn Lowa, one of Mohammed’s an- 
cellors, gave the day its prefent name, 
becaufe on that day the people ufed to 
be affembled before him (1). One 
Feafon given for the obfervation of 
Friday, preferably to any other day 
of the week, is becaufe on that day 
Gop fnifhed the creation (2g), 

K And feek gain of the liberality 
of Gon.] By returning to your 
commerce and worldly occupations, 


(3) Al Berpaws. 


if ye think fit: for the Mohamme- 
dans do not hold themfelves obliged 
to obferve the day of their public 
affembly with the fame fridtnefs as 
the Chriftians and Jews do their ree 
fpe€tive Sabbath; or particularly to 
abftain from work, after they have 
erformed their devotions. Some, 
owever, from a tradition of their 
prophet, are of opinion, that works 
of charity, and religious exercifes, 
which may draw down the blefling 
of Gop, are recommended in this 


paflage. 
1 When they fee any merchandifing, 
or fport, &c.} It is related, that one 


Friday, while Mohammed was preache 
ing, a caravan of Merchants happened 
to arrive with their drums beating, 
according to cuftom; which the con- 
gregation hearing, they all ran out of 
the mofque to fee them, except twelve 
only (3). 


(2) V. Got. in Alfrag. p. 15. 


(3) Al Bespaws, JALLALO’pDiN 


CHAP. 


Crap. 63. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 
Intitled, The Hypocrites ; revealed at Mepina. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the hypocrites come unto thee, they 

fay, We bear witnefs that thou art indeed 
the apoftle of Gon. And Gop knoweth that thou 
art indeed his apoftle: but Gop beareth witnefs that 
the hypocrites are certainly liars. They have taken 
their oaths for a proteétion, and they turn others 
afide from the way of Gop: it is furely evil which 
they do. This is teftified of them, becaufe they be- 
lieved, and afterwards became unbelievers: where. 
fore afeal is fet on their hearts, and they fhall not 
underftand. When thou beholdeft them, their per- 
fons pleafe thee™: and if they fpeak, thou heareft 
their difcourfe with delight. They refemble pieces 
of timber fet up againft awall*. They imagine 
every fhout to be againft them’. They are enemies; 
wherefore beware of them. Gop curfe them: how 
are they turned afide from the truth! And when it 
is faid unto them, Come, that the apoftle of Gop 
may afk pardon for you; they turn away their 
heads, and thou feeft them retire big with difdain. 
It {hall be equal unto them, whether thou afk par- 


™ When thou beholdeft them, their 
perfons pleafe thee, &c ] The com- 
mentators tell us, that Abdallah Ebn 
Obba, a chief hypocrite, was a tall 
man, of a very graceful ptefence, and 
of aready and eloquent tongue; and 
ufed to frequent the prophct’s affem- 
bly, attended by feveral like himfelf: 
and that thefe men were greatly ad- 
mired by Mohammed, who was taken 
with their handfome appearance, and 
liftened to their difcourfe with plea- 


(1) Al Bsspaw:. 


Ee4 


fure (1). 

® They refemble pieces of timber fet 
up againft a wall. ] Being tall and big, 
but void of knowledge and confide. 
Fation (3). 

© They imagine every fhout to be 
againft them.] Living under continual 
apprehenfions; becaufe they are con- 
{cious of their bypectily towards 
Gop, and their i erity towards 
the Moflems. 


(2) Idem. 
don 
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don for them, or do not afk pardon for them; Gop 
will by no means forgive them: for Gop dire&eth 
not the prevaricating people. Thefe are the men 
who fay to the inhabitants of Mepi1na, Do not be- 
ftow any thing on the refugees who are with the 
apoftle of Gon, that they may be obliged to feparate 
from him. Whereas unto Gop belong the ftores of 
heaven and earth: but the hypocrites do not under- 
ftand. They fay, Verily, if we return to MEp1NnA, the 
worthier fhall expel thence the meaner’. Whereas 
f{uperior worth belongeth unto Gop, and his apoftle, 
and the true believers: but the hypocrites know it 
not. O true believers, let not your riches or your 
children divert you from the remembrance of Gop: 
for whofoever doth this, they will furely be lofers. 
And give alms out of that which we have beftowed 
on you: before death come unto one of you, and 
he fay, O Lorn, wilt thou not grant me refpite for 
a fhort term; that I may give alms, and become one 
of the righteous? For Gop will by no means grant 
further refpite to a foul when its determined time is 
come: and Gop is fully apprized of that which yedo. 


P They fay, Verily, if we retum to expedition, quarrelling with an Arab 
Medina, the worthier fhall expelthence of the defart about water, received a 
the meaner] Thefe, as well as the blow onthe head with a ftick, and 
pees the words of Ebn Ob- = made his complaint thereof to him ( t), 

ato onc of Medina, who, in a certain 


(1) Al Berpawi, 


CHAP. LXIV. 7 
Intitled, Mutual Deceit; revealed at MECCA‘. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


VW. ER is in heaven and earth cele. 
brateth the praifes of Gon: his is the king- 
dom, and unto him is the praife due; for he is al- 


<4 The commentators are not agreed Mecca, or at Medina; or partly at the 
whether this chapter was revealed at one place, and partly at the other. 


mighty. 
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mighty. It is he who hath created you; and one of 
you is predeftined to be an unbeliever, and another 
of you Is predeftined to be a believer: and Gop be- 
holdeth that which ye do. He hath created the hea- 
vens and the earth with truth; and he hath fafhioned 
you, and given you beautiful forms: and unto him 
muft ye all go. He knoweth whatever is in heaven 
and earth: and he knoweth that which ye conceal, 
and that which ye difcover; for Gop knoweth the 
inriermoft part of mens’ breafts. Have ye not been 
acquainted with the ftory of thofe who difbelieved 
heretofore, and tafted the evil confequence of their 
behaviour? And for them is prepared, in the life 
to come, a tormenting punifhment. This fhall they 
fuffer, becaufe their apoftles came unto them with 
evident proofs of their miffion, and they faid, Shall 
men direé&t us? Wherefore they believed not, and 
turned their backs. But Gop ftandeth in need of 
no perfon: for Gopis felf-fufficient, and worthy to 
be praifed. The unbelievers imagine that they shall 
not be raifed again. Say, Yea, by my Lorp, ye 
fhall furely be raifed again: then fhall ye be told 
that which ye have wrought: and this is eafy with 
Gop. Wherefore believe in Gop and his apoftle, 
and the light which we have fent down: for Gop is 
well acquainted with that which ye do. On a cer- 
tain day he fhall affemble you, at the day of the ge- 
neral affembly: that will be the day of mutual de- 
ceit". And whofo fhall believe in Gop, and fha}l 
do that which is right, from him will he expiate his 
evil deeds; and he will lead him into gardens be- 
neath which rivers flow, to remain therein for ever. 
This will be great felicity. But they who fhall not 
believe, and fhall accufe our figns of falfehood, 
thofe fhall be the inhabitants of hell-fire, wherein 
they fhall remain for ever; and a wretched journey 


* The day of mutual snare When have had in paradife, had they bees 
the bleffed will deceive the damned, true believers; and contrarawife (1). 
by taking the places which they would 


(1) Al Berpaws, JaLLALo'ppin, YAHY4. 


fhall 
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fhali it be thither! No misfortune happeneth but by 
the permiffion of Gop; and whofo believeth in 
Gop, he will dire& his heart: and Gop knoweth all 
things. Wherefore obey Gop, and obey the apoftle: 
but if ye turn back, verily the duty incumbent on 
our apoftle is only public preaching. Gop! there 
is no Gop but he: wherefore in Gop let the faith- 
ful put their truft. O true believers, verily of 
your wives and your children you have an enemy'*: 
wherefore beware of them. But if ye pafs over 
their offences, and pardon, and forgive them‘; 
Gop is likewife inclined to forgive, and merciful. 
Your wealth and your children are only a tempta- 
tion: but with Gop isa great reward. Wherefore 
fear Gop, as much as ye are able; and hear, and 
obey: and give alms, for the good of your fouls; 
for whofo is preferved from the covetoufnefs of his 
own foul, they fhall profper. Ifhe lend unto Gop 
an acceptable loan, he will double the fame unto 

ou, and will forgive you: for Gop is grateful and 
feng fuffering, knowing both what is hidden, and 
what is divulged; the Mighty, the Wife. 
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® Of your wives and your chil- 
bren ye have anenemy.] For thefe are 
apt to diftra& aman from his duty, 
pecially in time of diftrefs(1); a 
marricd man caring for the things 
that are of this world, while the un- 


married careth for the things that be- 


Jong to the Lorn (2). 

© If ye pafs over their offences, 
&c.] Confidering that the hindrance 
they may occafion you proceeds from 
their affeftion, and their ill bearing 
your abfence in time of war, &c. 


(3) Al Bespaw1, JALLALO’DDiINn, YAuyYA. (2) See 1 Corinth. vii. 95, de. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXV. 
Intitled, Divorce; revealed at Mepina. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Prophet, when ye divorce women, put them 

away at their appointed term"; and compute 
the term exaétly: and fear Gop, your Lory. Oblige 
them not to go out of their apartments, neither let 
them go out until the term be expired, unlefs they be 
guilty of manifeft uncleannefs. Thefe are the fta- 
tutes of Gop: and whoever tranfgreffeth the ftatutes 
of Gop, affuredly injureth his own foul. Thou 
knoweitt not whether Gop will bring fomething new 
to pafs, which may reconcile them, after this. And 
when they fhall have fulfilled their term, either re- 
tain them with kindnefs, or part from them honour- 
ably: and take witnefles from among you, men of 
integrity; and give your teftimony as in the pre- 
fence of Gop. This admonition is given unto him 
who believeth in Gop and the laft day: and whofo 
feareth Gon, unto him will he grant a happy iffue 
out of all his afflictions, and he will beftow on him an 
ample provifion from whence he expeéteth it not: 
and whofo trufteth in Gop, he will be his fufficient 
fupport; for Gop will furely attain his purpofe. 
Now hath Gop appointed unto every thing a deter- 
mined period. As to fuch of your wives as fhall de- 
{pair having their courfes, by reafon of their age; if 
ye bein doubt thereof, let their term be three months ; 


© At their appointed term.] That are hereby commanded to divorce 
is, When they fhall have had their their wives while they are clean: and 
courfes thrice, after the time of their fays, that the paflage was revealed on 
divorce, if they prove not to be with account of Ebn Omar, who divorced 
child; or, if they prove with child, his wife when the had her courfes 
when they fhall have been delivered upon her, and was therefore obliged 
(1). Al Beidawi fuppofes hufbands to take her again. 


(1) See chap. ii. p. 43. 
and 
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and let the fame be the term of thofe who have not 
yet had their courfes. But as to thofe who are preg- 
nant, their term fhall be, until they be delivered of 
their burden”. And whofo feareth Gon, unto him 
will he make his command eafy. This is the com- 
mand of Gop, which he hath fent down unto you. 
And whofo feareth Gop, he will expiate his evil 
deeds from him, and will increafe his reward. Suffer 
the women whom ye divorce to dwell in fome part 
of the houfes wherein ye dwell; according to the 
room and contveniencies of the habitations which ye 
poffefs: and make them not uneafy, that ye may re- 
duce them to ftraits. And if they be with child, ex- 
pend on them what fhall be needful, until they be 
delivered of their burden. Andif they fuckle their 
children for you, give them their hire*; and confult 
among yourfelves, according to what fhall be juft 
and reafonable. And if ye be put toa difficulty 
herein, and another woman fhall fuckle the child 
for him, let him who hath plenty expend proportion- 
ably, in the maintenance of the mother and the nurfe, 
out of his plenty: and let him whofe income is 
{canty, expend in proportion out of that which Gop 
hath given him. Gop obligeth no man to more than 
he hath given him ability to perform: Gop will 
caufe eafe to fucceed hardfhip. How many cities 
have turned afide from the command of their Lorp 
and his apoftles? Wherefore we brought them to a 
fevere account; and we chaftifed them with a 
grievous chaftifement: and they tafted the evil 
confequence of their bufinefs; and the end of their. 
bufinefs was perdition. Gop hath prepared for them 
a fevere punifhment: wherefore fear Gop, O ye 
who are endued with underftanding. True be- 
lievers, now hath Gon fent down unto you an ad- 
monition, an apoftle who may rehearfe unto you the 
perfpicuous figns of Gon; that he may bring forth 


~ See chap. ii. p. 41. clothe them during the time of fuck- 
* Their hire.] Which ought at ling. See chap. ii. p. 48. 
Jeat to be fufficient to maintain and 
thofe 
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thofe who believe and do good works, from dark- 
nefs into light. And whofo believeth in Gop, and 
doth that which is right, him will he lead into gar- 
dens beneath which rivers flow, to remain therein 
for ever: now hath Gop made an excellent provi- 
fion for him. It is Gop who hath created feven 
heavens, and as many different ftories of the earth: 
the divine command defcendeth between them’; 
that ye may know that Gop is omnipotent, and that 


Gop comprehendeth all things by his knowledge. 


Y The divine command defcend- 
eth between them.] Penetrating and 


pervading them all with abfolute 
efficacy, 


CHAP. LXVI. 


Intitled, Prohibition; 


revealed at MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Prophet, why holdeft thou that to be prohibited 
which Gop hath allowed thee, feeking to pleafe 
thy wives’; fince Gopis inclined to forgive, and mer- 


* Why holdeft thou that to be 
prohibited which Gop hath allow- 
ed thee, &c.] There are fome who 
fuppofe this paffage to have been 
occafioned by Mohammed's proteft- 
ing never to eat honey any more; 
becaufe, having once eaten fome in 
the apartments of Hafsa, or of Zei- 
nab, three other of his wives, name- 
ly, Ayefha, Sawda, and Safia, all 
told him they {melt he had been 
eating of the juice which diftils from 
certain fhrubs in thofe parts, and re- 
fembles honey in tafte and confiftency 
but is of avery ftrong favour, an 
which the prophethad a great aver- 
fion to(a). But the more received 
opinion is, that the chapter was re- 
vealed on the following occafign. 
Mohammed having lain with 2 flive 


(1) Al Zamaxs. Al Berpawr. 


‘ (3) Gacnuszr. not.ad Abu'lf. vit. Mo 


ciful? 


of his, named Mary, of Coptic ex- 
traét, (who had been fent him asa pre- 
fent by al Mokawkas, governor of 
Egypt,) on the day which was due to 
Ayetha, or to Hafsa, and, as fome fay, 
on Hafsa’s own bed, while fhe was 
abfent; and this coming to Hafsa’s 
knowledge, fhe took it extremely ill, 
and reproached her hufband {o fharp- 
ly, that, to pacify her, he promifed, 
with an oath, never to touch the maid 
ne (2); and to free him from the 
obligation of this promife, was the 
defign of the chapter. 
I cannot here avoid obferving, as 
a learned writer (3) has done be- 
fore me, that Dr. Prideaux has 
ftrangely mifreprefented this Fi 
fage. For having given the o” 
o 


(2) Idem. een Yauva, 


» p. 150. 
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ciful? Gop hath allowed you the diffolution of your 
oaths’: and Gop is your mafter; and he is knowing 


of the prophet’s amour with his maid 
Mary, a little embellifhed, he pro. 
ceeds to tell us, that in this chapter 
Mohammed brings in Gop allowin 

him, and all his Moflems, to lie wit 

their maids when they will, notwith- 
fianding their wives: (whereas the 
words relate to the prophet only, 
who wanted not any new permiffion 
for that purpofe, becaufe it was a 
privilege already granted him (1), 
though to none elfe:) and then, to 
fhew what ground he had for his af. 
fertion, adds, that the firlt words of 
the chapter are, O prophet, why doft 
thou forbid what Gon hath allowed 
thee, that thou mayeft pleafe thy 


wives? Gop hath granted unto you. 


to lie with your maid-fervants (2). 
Which laft words are not to be found 
here, or elfewhere in the Koran, and 
contain an allowance of what is ex- 
prefsly forbidden therein (3); though 
the doctor has thence taken occafion to 
make fome refleGtions which might as 
well have been {pared, I fhall fay no- 
thing to aggravate the matter; but Jeave 
the reader to imagine what this reverend 
divine would have faid of a Moham- 
medan, if he had caught him tripping 
in the like manner. 

Having digrefled fo far, I will 
venture to add a word, or two, in 
order toaccount for one circumftance 
which Dr. Prideaux relates concerning 
Mohammed's concubine Mary; viz, 
that after her mafter’s death, no ac- 
count was had of her, or the fon which 
fhe had borne him, but both were 
fent away into Egypt, and no men- 
tion made of either ever after among 
them; and then he fuppofes (for he is 
feldom at a lofs for a {uppofition 
that Ayefha, out of the hatred whic 
Ghe bore her, procured of her father, 


(1) See chap. xxxiii. p. 981. 


and 


who fucceeded the impoftor in the 
government, to have her thus dif. 
ere of (4). But it being certain, 
y the general confent of all the eaft- 
ern writers, that Mary continued in 
Arabia till her death, which happened 
at Medina, about five years after that 
of her mafter, and was buried in 
the ufual burying-place there, called 
al Baki, and that her fon died before 
his father, it has been afked, whence 
the dofor had this(5)? I anfwer, 
That 1 guefs he had it partly from 
Abu'lfaragius, according tothe print. 
ed cdition of whofe work, the Mary 
we are {peaking of, is faid to have 
been fent with fifter Shirin (not 
with her fon) to Alexandria by al 
Mokawkas (6): though I make no 
doubt but we ought in that paffage 
to read min. from, inftead of i, 
to; eee the manufcript 
copies of this author ufed by Dr. 
Pocock, the editor, and alfo a 
very fair one, in my own poffeffion, 
agree in the latter reading; and that 
the fentence ought to run thus, Quam 
(viz. Mariam) una cum forore Shi- 
rina ab Alexandria miferat al Mo- 

kawkas. 
® Gop hath allowed you the dif- 
folution of your pee By having 
appointed an expiation for that 
purpofe (7): or, as the words may 
tranflated, Gon hath allowed you 
to ufe an exception in your oaths, 
that is, to add the words, If it pleafe 
Gop; in which cafe a man is ex- 
cufed from guilt if he perform not 
his oath (8). The paffage, though 
direfted to all the Moflems in gene- 
ral, feems to be particularly defign- 
ed for quieting the prophet’s con- 
{cience in regard tothe oath above- 
mentioned: but Al Beiddwi ap- 
proves 


(2) Pato. Life of Mah. hi 113. 


3) See chap. xvii. p. 100. chap. iv. p.g8. end chap. xxiv. p. a 


i Pain. Life of Mah. p. 13 


+ 
6) Asu’Lrarac. Hit. Dynaft. p. 165. 


(6) Al Beipaws. 


§) Gacwizr, ubi fupra. 


(1) See chap. v. p. 148, 
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and wife. When the prophet intrufted as a fecret 
unto one of his wives a certain accident; and when 
fhe difclofed the fame, and Gop made it known unto 
him; he acquainted her with part of what fhe had 
done, and forbore to upbraid her with the other part 
thereof. And when he had acquainted her there- 
with, fhe faid, Who hath difcovered this unto thee? 
He anfwered, The knowing, the fagacious GOD 
hath difcovered it unto me’. If ye both be turned 
unto Gop (for your hearts have fwerved) it is well: 
but if ye join againft him, verily Gop is his patron; 
and Gasrizt, and the good man among the faith- 
ful, and the angels alfo are his affiftants®. If he di- 
vorce you, his Lorp can eafily give him in exchange 
other wives better than you, women refigned unto 
GOD, true believers, devout, penitent, obedient, 
given to fafting, both fuch as have been known by 
other men, and virgins. O true believers, fave 
your fouls, and thofe of your families, from the fire 
whofe fuel is men and ftones, over which are fet 


proves not this opinion, becaufe fuch 
an oath was to be looked upon as an 
inconfiderate one, and required no 
exptation, 

When the prophet intrufted as a 
fecret unto one of his wives a cer- 
tain accident, &c.] When Moham- 
med found that Hafsa knew of his 
having injured her, or Ayefha, by 
ss with his concubine Mary on 
the day due to one of them, he de- 
fired her to keep the affair fecret, 
promifing, at the fame time, that he 
would not meddle with Mary any 
more; and forctold her, as a piece 
of news which might footh her va- 
nity, that Abu Becr and Omar 
fhould fucceed him in the govern- 
ment of his people. Hafsa, how- 
ever, could not conceal this from 
Ayefha, with whom fhe lived in 
Asi& friendthip, but acquainted her 


with the whole matter; whereupon 
the prophet perceiving, probably by 
Ayefha’s behaviour, that this fecret 
had been difcovered, upbraided Hafsa 
with her betraying him; telling her 
that Gop had revealed it to ‘him: 
and not only divorced her, but fepa- 
rated him from all his other wives 
for a whole month, which time he 
{pent in the apartment of Mary.” In 
a fhort time, notwithfkanding, he 
took Hafsa again, by the direction, as 
he gave out, of the angel Gabriel; 
who commended her for frequent 
fafting, and other exercifes of devo- 
tion, afluring him likewife, that the 
fhould be one of his wives in para- 
dife (1). 

© If ye both, &c.] This fentence 
is diretted to Hafsa and Ayefha; the 
pronouns and verbs of the fecond 
perfon being in the dual number. 


(1) Al Bsrpaw:, Al Zamaxu, &c. : 


angels 
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angels fierce and terrible’; who difobey not Gop 
in what he hath commanded them, but perform 
what they are commanded. O unbelievers, ex: 
cufe not yourfelves this day; ye fhall furely be re- 
warded for what ye have done*. O true believers, 
turn unto Gop with a fincere repentance: peradven- 
ture your Lorp will do away from you your evil 
deeds, and will admit you into gardens, through 
which rivers flow ; on the day whereon Gop will not 
‘be to fhame the prophet, or thofe who believe with 

im: their light fhall run before them, and on their 
right-hands‘; and they fhall fay, Lorn, make our 
light perfeét, and forgive us; for thou art almighty. 
© prophet, attack the infidels with arms, and the 
hypocrites with arguments; and treat them with fe- 
verity: their abode fhall be hell, and an ill journey 
fhallit be thither. Gop propoundeth as a fimilitude 
unto the unbelievers, the wife of Noaus, and the 
wife of Lor: they were under two of our righteous 
fervants, and they deceived them both*; where- 
fore their hufbands were of no advantage unto them 
at all in the fight of Gop": and it fhall be faid 
unto them, at the laft day, Enter ye into hell-fire, with 
thofe who enter therein. Gop alfo propoundeth as a 
fimilitude unto thofe who believe, the wife of Pua- 


© See chap. Ixxiv. and the Prelim. 
Dil. Sc&. IV p. see. 

* O unbelievers, &c.}] Thefe words 
will be fpoken to the infidels at the 
laft day. 


f See chap. Ivii. p. 419. 

® The wife of Noah, and the wife 
of Lot, &c.] Who were both un- 
believing women, but deceived their 
re{paétive hufbands by their hypo- 
crify. Noah’s wife, named Waila, 
endeavoured to per{uade the pcople 
her hufband was diftraéted ; and Lot's 
wife, whofe name was Wahela, (though 
fome writers give this name tp 
other, and that of Waila to the lat- 
ter,) was in confederacy with the men 


(2) Janzar. Al Zamaxu. 


of Sodom, and ufed to give them 
notice when any ftrangers came to 
lodge with him, by a fign of {moke 
by day, and of fire by night (1). 

& Wherefore their hufbands were 
of no advantage unto them in the 
fight of Gon.] For they both met 
with a difaffrous end in this world 
(2), and will be doomed to eternal 
mifery in the next. In like manner, 
as Mohammed would infinuate, the 
infidels of his time had no reafon to 
expe&t any mitigation of their pu- 
nifhment, on account of their relation 
to himfelf and the reft of the true 
believers. 


(2) See chap. xi. p. 21, and p. 28. and 29. 
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naon'; when fhe faid, Lorn, build mean houfe with 
thee in paradife; and deliver me from Puaraon and 
his doings, and deliver me from the unjuft people: 
and Mary, the daughter of Imran, who preferved 
her chaftity, and into whofe womb we breathed of 
our fpirit*, and who believed in the words of her 
Lorp and his fcriptures, and was a devout and 


obedient perfon'. 


' The wife of Pharaoh.] Viz. Afa, 
the daughter of Mozahem, The com- 
mentators relate, that becaufe fhe be- 
lieved in Motes, her hufband cru- 
elly tormented her, faftening her 
hands and feet to four ftakes, and 
laying a large mill-ftone on her breaft, 
her face, at the fame time, being ex- 

ofed to the feorching beams of the 
fin Thefe pains, however, were al- 
leviated by the angels fhading her 
with their wings, and the view of the 
manfion prepared for her in paradife, 
which was exhibited to her on her 
pronouncing the prayer in the text. 
At length Gop received her foul ; or, 


as fome fay, the was taken up alive 
into paradife, where fhe eats and 
drinks ots 

K See chap. xix. p. 190, é&c. 

! Qn occafion of the honourable 
mention here made of thefe two éx- 
traordinary women, the commenta- 
tors introduce a faying of their pro- 

het, That among men there had 
ee many perfect, but no more than 
four of the other fex had attained 
perfeétion, to wit, Afja the wife of 
Pharaoh, Mary the daughter of Im- 
ran, Kadijah the daughter of Kho- 
wailed, (the prophet’s firft wifc,) and 
Fatema the daughter of Mohammed. 


(1) Jaunaco’ppin, Al ZAMAKH. 


CHAP. LXVIL 


Intitled, The Kingdom"; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


“Ae be he in whofe hand is the kingdom; XXIX. 


JY for heis almighty! Who hath created deathand 
life, that he might prove you, which of you is moft 
righteous in his aétions: and he is mighty, and ready 


to forgive. 


Who hath created feven heavens, one 


above another: thou canft not fee in a creature of 
the moft Merciful any unfitnefs or difproportion. 
Lift up thine eyes again to heaven, and look whether 


™ It is alfo intitled by fome, The 
Saving, or, The dgliyering ; becauic, 
; pe ,- 


vant 


we Ff 


fay they, it will fave him who reads 
it, from the torture of the fepulchre. 


thou 


450 AL KORAN. Cuap, 67, 


thou feeft any flaw: then take two other views; and 
thy fight fhall return unto thee dull and fatigued. 
Moreover we have adorned the loweft heaven with 
lamps, and have appointed them to, be darted at the 
devils’, for whom we have prepared the torment of 
burning fire: and for thofe who believe not in their 
Lorp, ts alfo prepared the torment of hell; an ill 
journey fhall it be thither! When they fhall be 
thrown thereinto, they fhall hear it bray like an 
afs°’; and it fhall boil, and almoft burft for fury. 
So often as a company of them fhall be thrown there- 
in, the keepers thereof fhall afk them, faying, Did 
not a warner come unto you? They fhall anfwer, 
Yea, a warner came unto us: but we accufed him 
of impofture, and faid, Gon hath not revealed any 
thing; ye are in no other than a great error: and 
they fhall fay, If we had hearkened, or had rightly 
confidered, we fhould not have been among the in- 
habitants of burning fire: and they fhall confefs 
their fins: but far be the inhabitants of burning fire 
from obtaining mercy! Verily they who fear their 
Lorn in fecret, fhall receive pardon and a great re- 
ward, Either conceal your difcourfe, or makc it 
public; he knoweth the innermoft parts of your 
breafts: fhall not he know all things who hath crea- 
ted them; fince he is the fagacious, the knowing? 
It is he who hath levelled the earth for you: there- 
fore walk through the regions thereof, and eat of his 
provifion; unto him fhall be the refurre€tion. Arc 
ye fecure that he who dwelleth in heaven will not 
caufe the earth to fwallow you up? and behold, it 
fhall fhake. Or are ye fecure that he who dwelleth 
in“heaven will not fend againft you an impetuous 
whirlwind, driving the fands tooverwhelm you? then 
fhall ye know how important my warning was. 
Thofe alfo who were before you difbelieved; and 
how grievous was my difpleafure! Do they not be- 
hold the birds above them, extending and drawing 


® See chap. xv. p. 70. © See chap. xxxi. p. 264. 
back 
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back their wings? None fuftaineth them, except 
the Merciful; for he regardeth all things. Or who is 
he that will be as an army unto you, to defend you 
againft the Merciful? Verily the unbelievers are in 
no other than a miftake.. Or who is he that will give 
you food, if he withholdetl his provifion? yet they 
perfift in perverfenefs, and flying from the truth. Is 
he, therefore, who goeth grovelling upon his face, 
better dire €ted than he who walketh upright in a ftrait 
way"? Say, It is he who hath given you being, and 
cnduced you with hearing, and fight, and underitand- 
ing; yet how little gratitude have ye! Say, It is he 
who hath fown you in the earth, and unto him fhall 
yc be gathered together. They fay, When fhall this 
menace be put in execution, if ye {peak truth? An- 
fwer, The knowledge. of this matter is with Gop 
alone: for I am only a public warner. But when 
they fhall fee the fame nigh at hand, the countenance 
of the infidels fhall grow fad: and it fhall be faid unto 
them, This is what ye have been demanding. Say, 
What think ye? Whether Gop deftroy me, and thofe 
who are with me, or have mercy on us; who will 
proteét the unbelievers from a painful punifhment? 
Say, He is the Merciful; in him do we believe, 
and in him do we put our truft. Ye fhall hereafter 
know who is in a manifeft error. Say, What think 
ha If your water be in the morning fwallowed up 

y Ue earth, who will give you clear and running 
water! 


_ © Is he who goeth grovelling on applied by the expofitors to the infi- 
aus face, &c.] This comparilon ss del and the true beliover: * 


Ffe CHAP. 


Cuap. 68. 


I 
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CHAP. LXVII. 
Intitled, The Pen; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


4 By the pen, and what they write’, thou, O 
N. MowamMED, through the grace of thy 
Lorp, art not udiftraéted. Verily there is prepared 
for thee an everlafting reward: for thou art of a 
noble difpofition’. Thou fhalt fee, and the infidels 
fhall fee, which of you are bereaved of your 
fenfes. Verily thy Lorp well knoweth him who 
wandereth from his path; and he well knoweth thofe 
who are rightly dire€ted: wherefore obey not thofe 
who charge thee with impofture. They defire 
that thou fhouldeft be eafy with them, and they 
will be eafy with thee’. But obey not any who isa 
common {wearer, a defpicable fellow, a defamer, 


9 This letter is fometimes made the going explications, have invented 


the title of the chapter, but its mean- 
ing is confeffedly uncertain. They 
who fuppofe it ftands for the word 
Nun, are not agreed as to its figni- 
fication in this place; for it is not 
only the name of the letter N in 
Arabic, but fignifies alfo an ink-horn, 
and a fifh. Some are of opinion the 
former fignification is the moft pro- 
per here, as confonant to what is 
immediately mentioned of the pen, 
and writing; and, confidering that 
the blood of certain fith is good ink, 
not HMiconfifient with the latter figni- 
ficetign ; which is, however, pre- 
icon b others, faying,. that either 
the whole {pecies of fifh in general 
is thereby intended, or the fifh which 
{wallowed Jonas, (who is mentioned 
in this chapter;) or elfe that vait 
one called Behemoth, fancied to fup- 
port the earth in particular. Thole 
who acquictce in none of fore- 


(1) Al Zamaxu, Al Barpaw?, Yauya. 


others of their own, and imagine this 
charaéter ftands for the table of Gon’s 
decrees, or one of the rivers in para- 
dife, &c. (1). 

” By the pen, and what they write. | 
Some underftand thefe words gene- 
rally, and others of the pen with 
which Gop’s decrees are written on 
the preferved table, and of the angels 
who regifter the fame. 

* Of a noble difpofition.] In that 
thou haft bome with fo much patience 
and refignation the wrongs sad iniults 
of thy people, which have becn greater 
than thofe offered to any apoitle be- 
fore thee (2). 

© They defire that thou fhouldcft 
be eafy with them, and they will be 
eafy with thee.} i.e. If thou wilt 
let them alone in their idolatry, and 
other wicked praétices, they will 
ceafe to revile ad perfecute thee. 


(2) Al Berpawt. 


going 
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going about with flander, who forbiddeth that which 
is good, who is alfo a tranfgreffor, a wicked perfon, 
cruel, and befides this, of {fpurious birth", although 
he be poffeffed of wealth and many children: when 
our figns are rehearfed unto him, he faith, They are 
fables of the ancients. We will ftigmatize him on 
the nofe”. Verily we have tried the Meccans*, as 
we formerly tried the owners of the garden’, when 
they {wore that they would gather the fruit thereof* 
in the morning, and added not the exception, If it 
pleafe GOD: whercfore a furrounding deftrué&ion 
from thy Lorp encompaffed it while they flept; 
and in the morning it became like a garden whofe 
fruits had been gathered*. And they called the one 
to the other, as they rofe in the morning, faying, Go 


& Obey not any common {wearer, 
&c.] The perfon at whom this paffage 
was particularly levelled, is generally 
fuppofed to have been Mohammed's 
inveterate enemy al Walid Ebn al 
Mogheira, whom, to complete his 
characte1, he calls baftard, beceaufe 
al Moghcira did not own him for his 
fon till he was eighteen years of age 
(13. Some, however, think it was al 
Akhnas Ebn Shoraik, who was really 
of the tribe of Thakif, though reputed 
to be of that of Zahra (2). 

w We will ftigmatize him on the 
nofe.] Which being the moft confpi- 
cuous part of the face, a mark fet 
thereon is attended with the utmoft 
ignominy. It is faid thatthis prophe- 
tical menace was a€tually made good, 
al Walid having his nofe flit by a 
iword at the battle of Bedr, the mark 
of which wound he carried with him 
to his grave (3). 

x We have tried the Meccans.] By 
affliéting them witha grievous famine. 
See chap. xxiii. p. 183. 

Y The owners of the garden, &c.] 
This garden was a nlantation of palm- 
trees, about two paralangs from Sanaa, 
belonging to a certain charitable man, 
who, when he gathered his dates, 


(3) Idem, Javan. 


Ff 3 


(2) Idem. 


ufed to give public notice to the poor, 
and to leave them fuch of the fruit as 
the knife miffed, or was blown down 
by the wind, or fell befide the cloth 
{pread under the tree to receive it. 
After his death, his fons, who were 
then become mafters of the garden, 
apprehending they fhould come to 
want if they followed their father’s 
example, agreed to gather the fruit 
early in the morning, when the poor 
could have no notice of the matter; 
but when they came to execute their 
purpofe, they found, to their great 
grief and furprife, that their plan- 
tation had been deltroyed in the 
night (4). 

2 That they would gather the fruit 
thereof.] Literally, that they would 
cut it; the manner of gathering dates 
being to cut the clufters off with a 
knife. Marracci fuppofes they in- 
tended to cut down the trecs, and 
deftroy the plantation; which, as he 
oblerves, renders the {tory ridiculous 
and abiurd, 

* Like a garden whole fruits had 
been gathered.) Or, as the original 
may alfo be tendered, like a dark 
night; it being burnt up and black. 


(3) Idem. (4) Idem, 


out 
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out early to your plantation, if ye intend to gather 
the fruit thereof: fo they went on, whifpering to one 
another, No poor man fhall enter the garden upon 
you this day. And they went forth early, witha 
determined purpofe. And when they faw the garden 
blafted and deftroyed, they faid, We have certainly 
miftaken our way: but when thcy found it to be their 
own garden, they cried, Verily we are not permitted” 
to reap the fruit thereof. The worthier of them faid, 
Did I not fay unto you, Will ye not give praife unto 
Gop? They anfwered, Praife be unto our Lorp! 
Verily we have been unjuft doers. And they began 
to blame one another‘; and they faid, Woe be unto 
us! verily we have been tranfgreffors: peradventure 
our Lorp will give us in exchange a better garden 
than this: and we earneftly befeech our Lorn to par- 
don us. Thus is the chaftifement of this life: but 
the chaftifement of the ncxt fhall be more grievous; 
if they had known it, they would have taken heed. 
Verily for the pious are prepared, with their Lorn, 
gardens of delight. Shall we deal with the Moflems 
as with the wicked‘? What aileth you that ye 
judge thus? Have ye a.book from heaven, wherein 
ye read that ye are therein promifed that which ye 
{hall choofe? Or have ye received oaths which fhall 
be binding upon us to the day of refurre€lion, that 
ye fhall enjoy what ye imagine? Afk them, which of 
them will be the voucher of this. Or have they com- 
panions® who will vouch for them? Let them 
produce their companions, thercfore, if they fpeak 


> The fame expreffion is ufed, chap. 


dels, who faid, If we thall be raifed 
Ivi. p. 416. 


again, as Mohammed and his follow- 
ers imagine, they will not excel us; 
but we fhall certainly be in a better 


n to blame one another. 
For one adviied this expedition, ano- 


ther approved of it, a third gave con- 
fent by his filence, but the fourth was 
abfolutely againft it (1), 

4 shall we deal with the Moflems 
as with the wicked?] This paflage 
was revealed in anfwer to the inh- 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


condition than they in the next world, 
as we are in this (2). 

© Have they companions?] Or, as 
fome interpret the word, idols, which 
can make their condition, in the next 
life, equal to that of the Moflems ? 


(2) Al Bexrpaw1. 
truth. 
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truth. Ona certain day the leg fhall be made bear ‘; 
and they fhall be called upon to worfhip, but they 
fhall not be able*. Their-looks fhall be caft down: 
ignominy fhall attend them: for that they were in- 
vited to the worfhip of GOD, while they were in 
fafety, but would not hear. Let me alone, there- 
fore, with him who accufeth this new revelation of 
impofture. We will lead them gradually to deftruc- 
tion, by ways which they know not": and I will 
bear with them for a long time: for my ftratagem is 
effectual. Doft thou afk them any reward for thy 
preaching? But they are laden with debts. Are the 
fecrets of futurity with them; and do they tranfcribe 
the fame from the table of Gon’s decrees’? Where- 
fore patiently wait the judgment of thy Lorp: 
and be not like him who was fwallowed by the 
fifh*, when he cricd unto GOD, being inwardly 
vexed. Had not grace from his Lorp reached him, 
he had furely been caft forth on the naked fhore, 
covered with fhame: but his Lorp chofe him, and 
made him one of the righteous. It wanteth little 
but that the unbelievers {trike thee down with their 
malicious looks, when they hear the admonition of 
the Koran; and they fay, Heis certainly diftrafted: 
but it is no othcr than an admonition unto all 
creatures. 


* The leg fhall be made bare. ] This 
expreffion is ufed to fignify a griev- 
ous and terrible calamity. ‘Thus they 
fay, War has made bare the leg, when 
they would exptefs the fury and rage 
of battle (1). 

8 They fhall be called upon to 
worlhip, but they fhall not be eee 
Becaufe the time of acceptance fhal 
be paft. Al Beidawiis uncertain whe- 
ther the words refpeét the day of 
judgment, or the article of death: but 
Jallalo'ddin fuppofes them to relate to 


the former, and adds, that the infidels 
Shall not be able to perform the a& of 
adoration, becauie their backs shall 
become {tiff and inflexible. 

h By ways which they know ny 
i.c. By granting them long life an 
profperity in this world; which will 
deceive them to their ruin. 

1 See chap. lii, p. 400. 

k Be not like him who was fwal- 
lowed by the fih.] That is, be not 
impatient and pettifh, as Jonas was. 
Sce chap. xxi, p. 163. 


(1} Al Berpawi, JALLAL. 
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CHAP. LXIX. 
Intitled, The Infallible; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HE infallible’; What is the Infallible? And 

what fhall caufe thee to underftand what the in- 
fallible is? The tribes of Tuamun and Ap denied as 
a falfehood the day which fhall {trike " mens’ hearts 
with terror. But Tsamup weredeftroyed by aterrible 
noife ; and Ap were deftroyed by a roaring and furious 
wind; which Gop caufed to aflail them for feven 
nights and eight days fucceffively: thou mighteft 
have fee people, during the fame, lying proftrate, 
as though they had been the roots of hollow palm- 
trees", and couldeft thou have feen any of them re- 
maining? PuHaraoualfo, and thofe who were before 
him, and the cities which were overthrown’, were 
guilty of fin; and they feverally were difobedient to 
the apoftle of their Lorp; wherefore he chaftifed 
them with an abundant chaftifement. When the 
water of the deluge arofe, we carried you in the ark 
which fwam thereon; that we might make the fame 
a memorial unto you, and the retaining car might 
retain it. And when one blaft fhall found the trum- 
pet, and the earth fhall be moved from its place, and 
the mountains alfo, and fhall be dafhed in pieces at 


1 The infallible.} The original 
word, al Hakkat, is one of the names 
or epithet of the dayof judgment. 
As the roo! from which it is derived, 


count, and the confequent rewards 
and punifhinents (1). 
m The day which fhall ftrike.] 


fignifies not only te be, o1 come to 
paisof neceffity, but alfo to venfy, 
fome rather think that day to be fo 
called, be: aufe it will verify, and 
fhew thet ith of what men doubt of 
in this life; viz. the refurre€tion of 


the dead, their being brought to ac- . 
* 


Arab. al Kariat, or the Striking; 
which is another name or cpithet of 
the lait anh 
® See chap. liv. p. 406. 
© The cities which were over. 
thrown. ] viz. Sodom and Gumorrah. 
See chap. ix. p. 253. not.!, 


(:) Al Bzerpaws, Jaa. 


one 
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one ftroke: on that day the inevitable hour of judg- 
ment fhall fuddenly come; and the heavens {hall 
cleave in funder, and fhall fall in pieces, on that day; 
and the angels fhall be on the fides thereof’; and 
eight fhall bear the throne of thy Lorp above them, 
on that day‘. On that day ye fhall be prefented 
before the judgment-feat of GOD; and noneof your 
fecret ations fhall be hidden. And he who fhall 
have his book delivered into his right-hand, fhall 
fay, Take ye, read this my book; verily I thought 
that I fhould be brought to this my account: he 
fhall lead a pleafing life, in a lofty garden, the 
fruits whereof fhall be near to gather. Eat and 
drink with eafy digeftion; becaufe of the good works 
which ye fent before you, in the days which are patt. 
But he who fhall have his book delivered into his 
left-hand, fhall fay, O that I had not received this 
my book; and that I had not known what this my 
account was! O that death had made an end of me! 
My riches have not profited me; and my power is 
paffed from me. And GOD fhall fay to the keepers 
of hell, Take him, and bind him, and caft him into 
hell to be burned; then put him into a chain of the 
length of feventy cubits": becaufe he believed not 
inthe great Gop; and was not folicitous to feed the 
poor: wherefore this day he fhall have no friend 
here; nor any food, but the filthy corruption flow- 
ing from the bodies of the damncd, which none fhall 
eat but the finners. I {wear*by that which ye fee, 
and that which ye fee not, that this is the difcourfe 


P The angels fhall be on the fides 
thereof.] Thefe words feem to inti- 
mate the death of theangels at the de- 
molition of their habitation; befide 
the ruins whereof they fhall lie like 
dead bodies. 

@ Eight angels fhall bear the throne 
of thy Lorn, on that day.] The 
number of thofe who bear it at pre- 


(1) Al Brepaws, 


fent being generally fuppofed to be 
but four; to whom four more will 
be added at the laft day, for the gran. 
deur of the occafion (1). 

© Puthim into a chain, &c.] i.e. . 
Wrap him round with it, fo that he 
may not be able to ftir. 

© I {wear. Or, I will not fwear. 
See chap. lvi. p. 416, not.!, 


Javan. 


of 
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of an honourable apoftle, and not the difcourfer 
of a poet: how little do ye believe! Neither is it 
the difcourfe of a foothfayer: how little are ye ad- 
monifhed! It is a revelation from the Lorp of all 
creatures. If Monammep had forged any part of 
thefe difcourfes concerning us, verily we had taken 
him by the right-hand, and had cut in funder the 
vein of his heart; neither would we have with-held 
any of you from chaftifing him. And verily this 
book is an admonition unto the pious; and we well 
know that there are fome of you who charge the 
fame with impofture: but it fhall furely be an oc- 
cafion of grievous fighing unto the infidels; for it 
is the truth of a certainty. Wherefore praife the 
name of thy Lorp, the great GOD. 


Cuap. 70, 


‘ 


CHAP. LXX. 
Intitled, The Steps; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


NE demanded and called for vengeance to fall 

on the unbelievers‘: there fhall be none to avert 

the fame from being infliéted by Gon, the poffeffor 
of the fteps"; by which the angels afcend unto him, 
and the fpirit Gasriss alfo,in aday, whofe {pace is 
fifty thoufand years“: wherefore bear the infults of 
the 

or by which the angels afcend to re- 


ceive the divine commands, or the be- 
lievers will afcend to paradife. Some 


® One called for the punifhment to 
be infli€ted on the pga The 
perfon here meant is gencrally fup- 
pofed to have been al Nodar Ebn al —underftand thereby, the different ore 


ders of angels; or the heavens which 


Hareth, who faid, O Gon, if what 
Mohammed preaches be the truth 
from thee, rain down upon us a 
fhower of ftones, or fend fome dread- 
ful judgment to punifh us (1). Others, 
however, think it was Abu Jahl, who 
challenged Mohammed to caufe a frag- 
ment of heaven to fall on them (3). - 

¥ The fteps.] By which prayers and 
Tighteous ations afcend to heaven; 


(1, Al ZaAmaxu. Al Berpawi. 


rife gradually one above another. 
~ A day whofe fpace is fifty thou- 
fand years.] This is fuppofed to be 
the fpace which ould te required 
for their afcent from the loweft 
part of the creation to the throne of 
Gop, if it were to: be, meafured; 
or the time which it would take a 
man up to perform that journey ; 
ye ee 
(2) Al Berpawi, 
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the Meccans with becoming patience; for they fee 
their punifhment afar off, but we fee it nigh at hand. 
On a certain day the heaven fhall become like 
molten brafs, and the mountains like, wool of vari- 
ous colours, fcattered abroad by the wind: anda 
friend fhall not afk a friend concerning his condition, 
although they fee one another. The wicked fhall 
wifh to redeem himfelf from the punifhment of 
that day, by giving up his children, and his wife, 
and his brother, and his kindred who fhewed 
kindnefs unto him, and all who are in the earth; 
and that this might deliver him: by no means: for 
hell-fire, dragging them by their fcalps, fhall call 
him who fhall have turned his back, and fled from 
the faith, and fhall have amaffed riches, and covet- 
oufly hoarded them. Verily man is created extremely 
impatient*: when evil toucheth him, he is full of 
complaint; but when good befalleth him, he be- 
cometh niggardly: except thofe who are see 
given, and who perfevere in thcir prayers; and thofe 
of whoie fubitance a due and certain portion is ready 
to be given unto him who afketh, and him who is 
forbidden by fhame to afk: and thofe who fincerely 
believe the day of judgment, and who dread the pu- 
nifhment of their Lorn; (for there is none fecure 


and this ts not contradictory to what Mohammedan doétors teach. that 


is faid elfewhere (1), (if it be to be 
interpreted of the afcent of the angels) 
that the length of the day whereon 
they afcend is 1000 ycars; becaufe 
that is meant only of their afcent from 
earth to the lower heaven, including 
alfo the time of their defcent. 

But the commentators gencrall 
taking the day fpoken of in both 
thefe paffages, to be the day of 
judgment, have recourfe to feveral 
expedicnts to reconcile them, fome 
of which we have mentioned in 
another place (2): and as both pai- 
fases feem to contradi€&t what the 


(1) See chap. xxii. p. 267. 
(3) See ib. p. 227. : 


Gop will judge all creatures in the 
fpace of half a day (3), they fup- 
pofe thofe large numbers of years 
are deligned to exprcis the time of 
the previous attendance of thole who 
are to be judged (4); or elfe to the 
{pace wherein Gop will judge the 
unbelieving nations, of which, they 
fay, there will be fifty, the trial of 
each nation taking up 1000 years, 
though that of the true believers will 
be over in the fhort {pace above-men- 
tioned ( 5}. 
* See chap. xvii, p. 228. 


(2) Scethe Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV. p. 120. 
(4) See ib, p. 124. 


(5) Al ZAMAKH. 


from 
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from the punifhment’of their Lorp ;) and who ab- 
ftain from the carnal knowledge of women other than 
their wives, or the flaves which their right-hands 
poffefs; (for as to them they fhall be blamelefs; but 
whoever coyeteth any woman befides thefe, they are 
tranfgreffors;) and thofe who faithfully keep what 
they are intrufted with, and their covenant ; and who 
are upright in their teftimonies, and who carefully 
obferve the requifite rites in their prayers: thefe fhall 
dwell amidft gardens highly honoured. What ail- 
eth the unbelievers, that they run before thee in com- 
panies, on the right-hand and on the left? Doth 
every man of them wifh to enter into a garden of de- 
light? By no means: verily we have created them 
of that which they know’. I fwear* by the Lorp 
of the eaft and of the weft*, that we are able to de- 
ftroy them, and to fubftitute better than them in their 
room; neither are we to be prevented, if we fhall 
pleafe fo todo. Wherefore fuffer them to wade in 
vain difputes, and to amufe themfelves with fport: 
until they meet their day with which they have been 
threatened; the day whcreon they fhall come forth 
haftily from their graves, as though they were troops 
haftening to their ftandard : their looks {hall be down- 
caft; ignominy fhall attend them. This is the day 
with which they have been threatened. 
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Y Verily we have created them of 
that which they know.] Viz. Of 
filthy feed, which bears no relation 
or tefemblance to holy beings: where- 
fore it is neceflary for him who would 
hope to be an inhabitant of paradife, 
to perfeé&t himielf in faith and {pi- 
ritual virtues, to fit himfelf for that 
place (1). 


* 1 {wear.j Or, I will not {wear, 
&c. See chap. lvi. p. 416. not. §. 

® Of the eaft and of the weft. 
The original words are in the plura 
number, and fignify the different 

oints of the horizon at which the 
fan rifes and {cts in the courfe of 
the year. See chap xxxvii. p. 308. 
not, §. 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXI. 
Intitled, NoAH; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ERILY we fent Noau unto his people, faying, 
Warn thy people, before a grievous punifhment 
overtake them. Noau faid, O my people, verily I 
ama public warner unto you; wherefore ferve Gop, 
and fear him, and obey me: he will forgive you 
part of your fins’, and will grant you refpite until 
a determined time: for Gon's determined time,when 
it cometh, fhall not be deferred: if ye were men of 
underftanding, ye would know this. He faid, Lorn, 
verily I have called my people night and day; but 
my calling only increafeth their averfion: and when- 
foever I call them to the true faith, that thou mayeft 
forgive them, they put their fingers in their ears, and 
cover themfelves with their garments, and perfift in 
their infidelity, and proudlydifdain my counfel. More- 
over I invited them openly, and I fpake to them 
again in public; and I alfo fecretly admonifhed them 
in private: and I faid, Beg pardon of your Lorp; 
for he is inclined to forgive: and he wili caufe the 
heaven to pour down rain plentifully upon you, and 
will give you increafe of wealth and of children‘; 
and he will provide you gardens, and furnifh you 
with rivers. What aileth you, that ye hope not for 
benevolence in Gop‘: fince he hath created you 
varioully ? 


had for a long time preached to them 
in vain, Gop fhut up the heaven for 


b Part of your hag i.e. Your 
paft fins; which are done away by 


the profeffion of the true faith. 

© And he will caufe the heaven to 
Tain plentifully upon you, and will 
give you increafe of wealth and of 
children.] It is faid, that after Noah 


forty- years, and rendered their wo- 
men barren (1). 
¢ What ailcth you, that ye hope 
not for benevolence in Gop ?] i.e. 
That Gop will accept and amply 
é 


(3) Al Bervawa. 


reward 
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varioufly*? Do ye not fee how Gop hath created the 
feven heavens, onc above another; and hath placed 
the moon therein for a light, and hath appointed the 
fun for a taper? Gop hath alfo produced and caufed 
you to {pring forth from the carth: hereafter he will 
caufe you to returninto the fame; and he will again 
take you thence, by bringing you forth from your 
graves. And Gop hath fprcad the earth as a carpet 
for you, that ye may walk therein through fpacious 
paths. Noau faid, Lorn, verily they are difobe- 
dient unto me; and they follow him whofe riches 
and children do no other than increafe his perdition. 
And they devifed a dangerous plot againft Noan: and 
the chief men faid to the others, Ye fhall by nomeans 
leave your gods; neither fhall ye forfake Wapp, nor 
Sowa, nor Yacuuru, and Yaux, and Nesr‘,. 
And they feduced many; (for thou fhalt only in- 
creafe error in the wicked :) becaufe of their fins the 

were drowned, and caft into the fire of hell; and they 
found none to proteét them againft Gop. And 
Noau faid, Lorp, leave not any families of the un- 
believers on the earth: forif thou leave them, they 
will feduce thy fervants, and will beget none buta 
wicked and unbelieving offspring*. Lorn, forgive 
me and my parents", and every one who fhall enter 
my houfc', being a true believer, and the true be- 
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reward thofe who ferve him? For 


fome fuppofe Noah's people made 
him this anfwer, If what we now fol- 
low be the truth, we ought not to 
forfake it; but if it be falfe, how will 
Gon accept, or be favourable unto us, 
who have rebelled againit him (3) ? 

® Hathcyeated you vaioufly. | That 
is,as the commentators expound it, 
by various fteps or changes, from the 
original matter, till ye became perfect 
men (2), 

f Thefe were five idols worfhipped 
by the Antediluvians, and afterwards 
by the ancient Arabs. See the Prelim. 

ifc. Set. I. p 24. 


* (3) Al Berpawt. 


wet 


© Lorp, leave not any families of 
the unbelievers, &c.] They fay, Noah 
aye not this prayer for the de- 

ruction of his people till after he 
had tried them for nine hundred and 
fifty years, and found them incorri- 
gible reprobates. 

h My parents. ] His father Lamech, 
and his mother, whofe name was 
Shamkha, the daughter of Enofh, bee 
ing true believers. 

My houfe.] The commentators 
are uncertain whether Noah’s dwelling- 
houfe be here meant, or the temple he 
a ou for the worfhip of Gop, or 
the ark. 


(2) Sce chap, xxii, p, 166. and chap. xxiii, p. 178, &c. 


lhievers 
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lievers of both fexes ; and add unto the unjuft doers 
nothing but deftruétion. 


CHAP. LXXIL. 
Intitled, The Genii; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AY, it hath been revealed unto me, that a com- 

pany of genii attentively heard me reading the 
Koran“, and faid, Verily we have heard an admi- 
rable difcourfe; which direéteth unto the right in- 
ftitution: wherefore we believe therein, and we will 
by no means affociate any other with our Lorn. He 
(may the majefty of our Lorp be exalted!) hath 
taken no wife, nor hath he begotten any iffue. Yet 
the foolifh among us’ hath fpoken that which 1s ex- 
tremely falfe of Gop: but we verily thought that 
ncither man nor genius would by any means have 
uttered a lie concerning Gop. And there are certain 
men who fly for refuge unto certain of the genii™; 
but they increafe their folly and tranfgreffion: and 
they alfo thought, as ye thought", that Gop would 
not raife any one to life. And we formerly attempted 
to pry into what was tranfatting in heaven; but we 
found the fame filled with a ftrong guard of angels, 
and with flaming darts: and we fat on fome of the 
{eats thereof to hear the difcourfe of its inhabitants; 


k See chap. xlvi. p. 974. not. ®. 

\ The foolifh among us. } viz. Eblis, 
or the rebellious genii. 

™ There are certain men who fl 
for refuge unto certain of the gi 
For the Arabs, when they foun 
themfelves in a — . eal 
ing, (the genii being fuppofed to 
a fuch places about. ‘hoe time, ) 
ufed to fay, I fly for refuge unto the 
Lord of this valley, that he may de- 


fend me from the foolifh among his 
people (1). 

® They alfo thought, as ye thought, 
&c.] It is uncertain which of thefe 

ronouns is to be referred to man- 

ind, and which to the genii: fome 
expofitors taking that of the third 
perfon to relate to the former, and 
that of the fecond perfon to the lat- 
ter; and others being of the contrary 
opinion, 


(3) Al Berpawt. 


but 
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but whoever lifteneth now, findeth a flame laid in 
ambuth for him, to guard the celeflial confines®. And 
we know not whcther cvil be hereby intended againit 
thofe who arc on the earth, or whether their Lorp 
intendeth to dircét them aright. There are fome 
among us who are upright; and there are fomc 
among us who are otherwife: we arc of different 
ways. And we verily thought that we could by no 
means fruftrate Gop in the carth, ncithcr could we 
efcape him by flight: wherefore, when we had heard 
the dircttion contained in the Koran, we believed 
therein. And whoever belicveth in his Lorp, need 
not fear any diminution of his reward, nor any 1n- 
juftice. There are fome’ Moflems among us; and 
there arc others of us who {werve from righteoufnefs ”. 
And whofo embraccth Istam, they earneftly feek 
true dircetion: but thofe who {werve from righteouf- 
nefs, fhall be fewel for hell. If they tread in the 
way of truth, we will furcly water them with abun- 
dant rain’; that we may prove them thercby: but 
whofo turneth afide from the admonition of his 
Lorn, him will he {end into a fevere torment. 
Verily the places of worfhip are fet apart unto Gop: 
whercfore invoke not any other therein together with 
Gov. When the fervant of Gop‘ ftood up to in- 
voke him, it wanted little but that the genii had 
prefied on him in crouds, to hear him rehearfe the 
Koran. Say, Verily I call upon my Lorp only, 
and J affociate no other god with him. Say, Verily 
Jam not able, of my{elf, to procure you either hurt, 
or aright inflitution. Say, Verily none can proteét 
me againit Gov; neither fhall I find any refuge be- 
fides him. I can do no more than publifh what hath 
been revealed unto me from Gop, and his meffages. 
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° See chap. xv. p. 70. 

PoSee the Prelim. Dill. Sc& IV. 
P- 95, &c. 

1 We will water them with abun. 
dantrain,j i.e. Wew tl grant them 
pieaty of ail good things, Some 


think by thefe words rain is promifed 
to the Meccans, after their feven years 
drought, on their embracing Lflam. 

' The fervant of Gop.] viz. Mo- 
hammcd. 


And 
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And whofoever fhall be difobedient unto Gop and his 
apoftle, for him is the fire of hell prepared; they fhall 
remain therein for ever. Until they fee the vengeance 
with which they are threatened, they will not ceafe 
their oppofition: but then fhall they know who were 
the weaker in a proteétor, and the fewer in number. 
Say, I know not whether the punifhment with which 
ye are threatened be nigh, or whether my Lorp will 
appoint for it a diftant term. He knoweth the fecrets 
of futurity ; and he doth not communicate his fecrets 
unto any, except an apoftle in whom he is well 
pleafed: and he caufeth a guard of angels to march 
before him, and behind him; that he may know that 
they have executed the commiffions of their Lorn’: 
he comprehendeth whatever is with them; and count- 
eth all things by number. 


* That he may know that they 
have executed the commiffions of 
their Lorp.} That is to fay, Either 
that the prophet may know that 
Gabriel, and the other angels, who 
bring dowa the revelation, have 


communicated it to him pure, and 
free from any diabolical fuggeitions, 
or that Gop may know that the 
prophet has publifhed the fame to 
maukind (1). 


(3) Al Berpaws:. 


CHAP. 


LXXIII. 


“Intitled, The Wrapped up; revealed at 


Mecca‘ 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Thou wrapped up‘, arife to prayer, and conti- 
nue therein during the night, except a {mall 


© Some will have the laft verfe, 
beginning at thefe words, Verily thy 
Lorp knoweth, &c. to have been 
revealed at Medina. 

"O thou wrapped up.) When 
this revelation was brought to Mo- 
hammed, he was wrapped up in his 


part; 


garments, being affrighted at the ap- 
sa ae of Gabriel; or, as fome fay, 

e lay fleeping unconcernedly; or, 
according to others, praying, wrape 
ped up in one part of a large mantle, 
or rug, with the other part of which 
Ayefha had covered herfelf to fleep (1). 


(3) Al Zamaxu. Al Burpaws. 


VoL. 33, 


Ge 


This 
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part”; that is to fay, during one half thereof: or do 
thou leffen the fame a little, or add thereto*. And 
repeat the Koran with a diftin& and fonorous voice: 


for we will lay on thee a weighty word’. 


Verily 


the rifing by night’ is more efficacious for ftedfaft 
continuance jn devotion, and more conducive to de- 
cent pronunciation*: for in the day-time thou haft 
long employment. And commemorate the name of 
thy Lorn: and feparate thyfelf unto him, renoun- 


cing worldly vanities. 


This epithet of wrapped up, and 
another of the {ame import, given to 
Mohammed in the next chapter, have 
been imagined, by feveral learned men 
(1), pretty plainly to intimate his be- 
ing fabjed to the falling ficknefs; a 
malady generally attributed to him 
by the Chriftians (2), but mentioned 
by no Mohammedan writer. Though 
fuch an inference may be made, yet I 
think it {carce probable, much lefs 
neceffary (3). 

~ Except a fmall part] For a 
half is iuch, with refpe€t to the 
whole. Or, as the fentence may 
be rendered, Pray half the night, 
within a fimall matter, &c. Some 
expound thele words as an exception 
to nights in general; according to 
whom the fenfe will be, Spend one 
half of every night in prayer, except 
fome few nights in the year, &c. (4). 

* Or do thou IJeffen the fame, or 
add thereto.] i. ¢. Set apart either 
Jeis than half the night, as one third, 
for example, or more, as two thirds, 

+ Or the meaning may be, Either take 
a {mall matter from a leffer part of 
the night than one half, e. g. from one 
third, and fo reduce it to a fourth; 
or add to fuch leffer part, and make 
it a full half (5). 

Y A weighty word.] Viz. the pre- 
cepts contained av the Koran, which 


He is the Lorp of the eaft, 


are heavy and difficult to thofe who 
are obliged to obferve them; and 
efpecially to the pon whofe care 
it was to fee that his people obferved 
them alfo (6). 

7 The rifing by night.] Or, The 

rfon who e reth by night; or the 

ours, or particularly the firft hours 
of the night, &c. 

® The rifing by night is more effica- 
cious for ftedfaft continuance in devo- 
tion, and more conducive to decent 
pronenciation.] For the night-time is 
moft proper for meditation and prayer, 
and alfo for reading Gon’s word dif- 
tin&ly and with attention; by reafon 
of the abfence of every noife and ob- 
je& which may diftra@ the mind. 

Marracci having mentioned this 
Natural explication of the Moham- 
medan commentators, becaufe he finds 
one word in the verfe which may be 
taken in a fenfe tending that way, 
fays the whole may with greater ex- 
actne{s be expounded of the fitnefs of 
the night feafon for amorous diver- 
fions and difcourfe; and he para 
phrafes it in Latin thus: Certe in 
principio noétis majus robur & vim 
habet homo, ad focminas premendas 
& iubagitandas, & ad clarioribus ver- 
bis amores fuos propalandos (7). A 
mo effe€tual way this, to tum a 
book into ridicule | 


(:) Hortine, Hift. Orient. 1.1. ¢. 2. Marrac. in Ale. P. 763. V. Gace 


“1ER not. 3d Aru’rr. vit. Moh, p. g. 
(y° See Ocki ey’s Hilt. of the Saracens, 
(4) Al Bespawn. 


and the authors there cited. 
vol. 1. p. 900, ‘&c. 
fo’ Maurac. in Ale, p. 759. 


(2) See Pasp. Life of Mah. p. 16. 


(5):Idem, (6) Idem, JarLar. 


and 
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and of the weft; there is no Gop but he. Where- 
fore take him for thy patron: and patiently fuffer 
the contumelies which the infidels utter againft thee; 
and depart from them with a decent departure. And 
Jet me alone with thofe who charge the Koran with 
falfehood, who enjoy the bleffings of this life; and 
bear with them for a while: verily with us are heavy 
fetters, and a burning fire, and food ready to choak 
him who f{walloweth it®, and painful torment. On 
a certain day the earth fhall be fhaken, and the 
mauntains alfo, and the mountains fhall become a 
heap of fand poured forth. Verily we have fent un- 
to you an apoftle, to bear witnefs againft you; as 
we fent an apoftle unto Puaraon: but PHaraon 
was difobedient unto the apoftle; wherefore we 
chaftifed him with a heavy chaftifement. How, 
therefore, will ye efcape, if ye believe not, the day 
which fhall make children become grey-headed 
through terror? The heaven fhall be rent in funder 
thereby: the promife thereof fhall furely be per- 
formed. Verily this isan admonition; and whoever 
is willing to be admonifhed, will take the way unto 
his Lorv. Thy Lorpknoweth that thou continueft 
in prayer and meditation fogmetimes near two third 
parts of the night, and fometimes one half thereof, 
and at other times one third part thereof: and a part 
of thy companions who are with thee do the fame. 
But Gop meafureth the night and the day; he 
knoweth that ye cannot exactly compute the fame: 
wherefore, he turneth favourably unto you’. Read, 


> Choaking food.] Asthomsand the Moflems, not knowing how the 
thiftles, the fruit of the infernal tree al time paffed, ufed to watch the whole 
Zakkam, and the corruption flowing _ night, ftanding and walking about till 
from the bodies of the damned. their legs and feet fwelled ina fad 

© Wherefore he turneth favourabl manner, The commentators add, that 
unto you} By making the matter cafy _ this precept of dedicating a part of the 
to you, a pees we yourfcru- night to devotion, is abrogated by the 
pulous counting of the hours of the inflitution of the five hours of psayer 
night, which ye are dire€&ted to fpend (1). 
in reading and praying: for fome of 


(:) Al Barpawr. 


Gge therefore, 
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therefore, fo much of the Koran as may be eafy 
unto you. He knoweth that there will be fome in- 
firm among you; and others travel through the 
earth, that they may obtain a eee pre of the 
bounty of-Gon; and others fight in the defence of 
Gon’s faith. Read, therefore, fo much of the fame 
as may be eafy. And obferve the ftated times of pray- 
er, and pay the legal alms; and lend unto Gop an 
acceptable loan; for whatever good ye fend before 
for your fouls, ye fhall find the fame with Gop. 
This will be better, and will merit a greater re- 
ward*. And afk Gop forgivenefs; for Gop is 
ready to forgive and merciful. 


¢ This will merit a greater reward,] meritorious in the fight of Gop, than 
ic The good which ye thall doin what ye hall defer till death, and or- 
your life-time, will be much more der by will (1). 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


CHAP. LXXIV. 
Intitled, The Covered; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Thou covered‘, arife and preach’, and mag- 


nify thy Lorp. 


* O thou covered, &c.] It is re- 
lated, from Mohammed's own mouth, 
that being on mount Hara,” and hear- 
ang himfelf called, he Jooked on each 
hand, and {aw nobody; but looking 
upwards, he {aw the angel Gabriel on 
athrone, between heaven and carth; 
at which fight being much terrified, 
he returned to his wifc Khadija, and 
bid her cover him up ; and then 
the angel defcended, and addreffed 
him in the words of the text. From 
hence fome think this chapter to have 
been the firlt which was revealed : but 
the more received opinion is, that it 


And cleanfe thy garments: 


was the ninety-fixth. Others fay, that 
the prophet, having been reviled by 
certain of the Koreifh, was fitting in 
a melancholy and penfive pofture, 
wrapped up in his mantle, when Ga- 
bricl eccofted him: and fome fay, he 
was fleeping. See the fecond note to 
the preceding chapter. 

€ Arife and preach. ] It is generally 
fuppoied that Mohammed is here 
conimanded more efpecially to warn 
his near relations, the Korcifh; as he 
is exprefsly ordered to do in a fub- 
fequent tcvelation (3). 


(1) See chap. xxvi. p. 238, 219. and the Prelim. Difc. Se. I p. 56. 


an 
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and fly every abomination": and be not liberal, 
in hopes to receive more in return: and patiently 
wait for thy Lorp. When the trumpet fhall found, 
verily that day fhall be a day of diftrefs and uneafi- 
nefs unto the unbelievers. Let me alone with him 
whom I have created", on whom I have beftowed 
abundant riches, and children dwelling in his pre- 
fence', and for whom I have difpofed affairs in a 
fmooth and eafy manner‘, and who defireth that I 
will yet add other bleffings unto him. By no 
means: becaufe he is an adverfary to our figns’. I 
will affli&t him with grievous calamities™: for he 
hath devifed and prepared contumelious expref- 
fions to ridicule the Koran. May he be curfed: 
how malicioufly hath he prepared the fame! And 
again, may he be curfed: how malicioufly hath 
he prepared the fame! Then he looked, and 
frowned, and put on an auftere countenance ; 
then he turned back, and was elated with pride; 
and he faid, This is no other than a picce of magic, 
borrowed from others: thefe are only the words of 
aman. I will caft him to be burned in hell. And 
what fhall make thee to underftand what hell is? 


& Fly every abomination.] By the 
word abomination the commentators 
generally agree idolatry to be princi- 
pally intended. 

» Let me alone with him whom I 
have created, &c.] The perfon here 
meant is gencrajly fuppofed to have 
been al Walid Ebn al Mogheira (1), a 
principal man among the Koreifh. 

' And children dwelling in his pre- 
fence.] Being weli provided for, and 
not obliged to go abroad to feck their 
livings, as moft others of the Meccans 
were (2). 

k And for whom I have difpofed 
things in an eafy manner.] By faci- 
litating his advancement to power and 
dignity; which were fo confiderable, 
that he was furnamed Rihana Koreith, 
or, The {weet Odour of the Koreifh; 


(1) Al Zamannu. Al Berpawi, JALLAL, 
(4) Idem, 


(3; Idem. 


and al Wahid, i. e. The only one, or, 
The incomparable (3). 

1 By no means, &c.} On the reve- 
lation of this paffage, it is faid that 
Walid’s profperity began to decay, 
and continued daily {fo to do to the 
time of his death (4). 

m™ 1 will afi him with grievous 
calamities.] Or, as the words may 
be ftri€lly rendered, I will drive him 
up the crag of a mountain; which 
fome underftand of a mountain of 
fire, agreeably to atradition of their 
prophet, importing, that al Walid 
will be condemned to afcend this 
mountain, and then to be caft down 
from thence alternately for ever: and 
that he will be feventy years in climb- 
ng up, and as many in falling dowa 
(5)- | 


(2) Al Berpawt. 
(5) idem. 


Gg 3 Tt 


® We have appointed none but an- 
gels to prefide over hell-fire.] The 
reafon of which is faid to be, that 
they might be of a different nature and 
fpecics from thofe who are to be 
tormented, Icft they fhould have a 
fellow-feeling for, and compaffionate 
their fufferings; or elle, becaufe of 
their great ftrength, and feverity of 
temper (1). 

© For an occafion of difcord to the 
unbelievers.] Or, fora trial of them: 
becaufe they might fay this was a par- 
ticular borrowed by Mohammed of 
the Jews. 

® They to whom the {criptures have 


(3) Al Berpawi, 


(2) JALLALO’DDIN. 


been given.] And efpecially the Jews; 
this being conformable to what is 
contained in their books (2). 

@ The armies of thy ron>:] i.e. 
All his creatures; or particularly the 
number‘and ftrength of the guards of 
hell. 

® This.] The antecedent feems to 
be hell. 

* See chap. lii. p. 399. 

t Except the companions of the 
right-hand.] i. e. The bleffed (3) 
who fhall redeem themfelves by their 
good works. Some fay thefe are the 
angels; and other, fuch as die in- 
fants (4). 


(3) See chap. lvi. p. 419. not °. 


(4) Al Bespawi. 


another 


Cuar.75. AL KORAN. 472 


another queftions concerning the wicked, and fhall 
alfo afk the wicked themfelves, faying, What hath 
brought you into hell? They fhall anfwer, We were 
not of thofe who were conftant at prayer, neither 
did we feed the poor; and we waded in vain dif- 
putes, with the fallacious reafoners; and we denied 
the day of judgment, until death" overtook us: and 
the interceffion of the interceders fhall not avail 
them. What aileth them, therefore, that they turn 
afide from the admonition of the Koran, as though 
they were timorous affes flying from a lion? But 
every man among them defireth that he may have 
expanded {fcrolls delivered to him from GOD”. 
By no means. They fear not the life to come. By 
no means: verily this is a fufficicnt warning. Whofo 
is willing to be warned, him fhallit warn: but they 
fhall not be warned, unlefs Gop fhall pleafe. He 
is worthy to be feared; and he is inclined to for- 
givenefs. 


“ Death.} Literally, That which they would never obey him as a pro- 
is certain, phet, till he brought cach man a 

~ That he may have expanded writing from heaven, to this effett, 
{crolls delivered to him from Gop.] viz. From Gop to fuch a one: Fol- 
For the infidels told Mohainined, that low Mohammed (1). 


‘hy 
(1) Al Bripawt. 


CHAP. LXXV. 
Intitled, The Refurreftion; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


bY fen gry I fwear* by the day of refurre€tion; 
and I fwear by the foul which accufeth it- 
felf¥: doth man think that we will not gather his 

bones 


*¥ {wear.] Or. I will not fwear. and of failing of perfeftion, not 
See chap. Ivi. p. 416. not. witiltanding its endeavours to do 
¥ The foyl which accufeth itfelf } its duty: or, the pivus foul which 
Being confcious ot having offended, = fhall blame others, at the lait day, 
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bones together? Yea: we are able to put together 
the {malleft bones of his fingers. But man choofeth 
to be wicked, for the time which is before him. He 
afketh, When will the day of refurre€tion be? But 
when the fight fhall be dazzled, and the moon fhall 
be eclipfed, and the fun and the moon fhall be in 
conjunttion*; on that day man fhall fay, Where 
is a place of refuge? By no means: there fhall be no 
place to fly unto. With thy Lorp fhall be the fure 
manfion of reft on that day: on that day fhall a 
man be told that which he hath done firft and laft *. 
Yea; a man fhall be an evidence againft himfelf: 
and though he offer his excufes, they fhall not be re- 
ceived. Move not thy tongue, O Monamnen, in 
repeating the revelations brought thee by Gasaizt, 
before he fhall have finifhed the fame, that thou mayeft 
quickly commit them to memory: for the colle€ting 
the Koran in thy mind, and the teaching thee the 
true reading thereof, are incumbent on us. But 
when we fhall have read the fame unto thee by the 
tongue of the angel, do thou follow the reading 
thereof: and afterwards it fhall be our part to ex- 
plain it unto thee. By no means fhalt thou be thus 
hafty for the future. But ye love that which haft- 
eneth away’, and negleét the life to come. Some 
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for having heen remifs in their devo- 
tions, &c.] Some underftand the 
words of the foul of Adam, in par- 
ticular; who is continually blaming 
himielf for having loft paradife by his 
difobedience (1). 

2 And the {un and the moon hhall 
be in Fir apart Rifing both in 
the weft (2): which conjunétion is no 
comradiftion to what is mentioned 
jut before, of the moon’s being 
ecipfed; becaufe thofe words are 
not to be underftood of a regular 
¢clipfe, but metaphorically, of the 
moon's lofing her light, at the laft day, 
in a preternatura]l manner. Some think 


(s) Al Berpaws. 


the meaning rather to be, that the fun 
and the moon fhall be joined in the 
lofs of their light (3). 

® That which he hath done firft 
and Jaft.] Or, the goad which he 
hath done, and that which he hath. left 
undone, &c 

& Ye Jove that which hafteneth 
away.] i.e. The fleeting pleafures of 
this life, The words intimate the 
natural haftinefs and impatience of 
man (4), who takes up witha prefent 
enjoyment, though fhort, and bitter 
in;:,§ts confequences, rather than to 
wait for real happinefs in futurity. 


(2) See the Prelim. Dife. p. 105. (9) Al Beipawy. 
) See chap. xvii. p. 97. 


countenances, 
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countenances, on that day, fhall be bright, looking 
towards their Lorn; and fome countenances, on 
that day, fhall be difmal; they fhall think that a 
crufhing calamity fhall be brought upon them. 
Affuredly. When a man’s foul fhall come up to 
his throat, in his laft agony; and the ftanders-by 
fhall fay, Who bringeth a charm to recover him ? 
and fhall think it to be his departure out of this 
world; and one leg fhall be joined’ with the other 
leg‘: on that day unto thy Lorp fhall he be driven. 
For he believed not‘, neither didhe pray; buthe ac- 
cufed GOD's apoftle of impofture, and turned back 
from obeying him: then he departed unto his fami- 
ly, walking with a haughty mien. Wherefore, wo 
be unto thee; wo! And again, Wo be unto thee: 
wo! Doth man think that he fhall be left at full 
liberty, without controul? Was he not a drop of 
feed, which wasemitted? Afterwards he becamea 
little coagulated blood; and GOD formed him, and 
fafhioned him with juft proportion: and made him 
of two fexes, the male and the female. Is not he 
who hath done this able to quicken the dead? 


© And one leg hall be joined with 
the other leg.] i.e. And when he fhall 
ftretch forth his legs together, as is 
ufual with dying perfons. The words 
may allo be tranflated, And when one 
affliction Shall be joined with another 


¢ He believed not.] Or, he did not 
give alms.] Or, He was nota man of 
veracity. Some fuppofe Abu Jahl, 
and others, one Abi Ebn Rabia, to be 
particularly imveighed apainft in this 
chapter, 


CHAP. LXXVI. 


Intitled Man; revealed at Mecca‘. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ID there not pafs over man a long’ {pace of 
time; duting which he was a thing not worthy 


. It ig (omewhat doubtful, whether — or at Medina. 


this chifpter was revealed at Mecca, 


of 
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of remembrance'? Verily we have cteated man of 
the mingled feed of both fexes, that we might prove 
kim: and we have made him to hear and to fee’, 
We have furely dire&ted him in the way ; whether he 
he grateful, or ungrateful. Verily we have prepared 
for the unbelievers chains, and collars, and burning 
fire. But the juft fhall drink of acup of wine, mixed 
with the water of Carur", a fountain whereof the 
fervants of Gop fhall drink; they fhall convey the 
fame by channels whitherfoever they pleafe. Thefe 
fulfil their vow, and dread the day, the evil whereof 
will difperfe itfelf far abroad; and give food unto 
the poor, and the orphan, and the bondman, for his 
fake, ‘faying, We feed you for Gon’s fake only: we 
defire no recompenfe from you, nor any thanks: 
verily we dread, from our Lorn, a difmal and ca- 
lamitous day‘. Wherefore Gop fhall deliver them 

from 


* Did there not pafs over mana 
long {pace of time, &c.] Some take 
thefe words to he fpoken of Adam, 
whofe body, according to the Mo- 
hammedan tradition, was at firft a 
figure of clay, and was Jeft forty ycars 
to dry, before Gop breathed life into 
it (1). Others underftand them of 
man in general, and of the time he 
lies in the womb. 

© We have made him to hear and to 
fee,] That he might be capable of re- 
ceiving the rules and dire€tions given 
by Gon for his guidance (2); and of 
meriting reward or punifhment for 
his obfervance or negle& of them. 

» Cafar.] Is the name of a foun- 
tain in paradife, fo called from its 
relembling camphire (which the word 
ill odour and whiteneis. 
Some take the word for an appella- 
tive, and think the wine of paradife 
will be mixed with camphire, be- 
eaufe of its agreeable coolnefs and 
fmel] (3). 

' Thefe fulfil their vow, &c.] It 
is related that Hafan and Holein, 


(1) See the notes to chap. ii. p. 6. 


Mohammed’s grand-children, ona cere 
taintime being both fick, the prophet, 
among others, vifited them; and they 
wifhed Ali to make fome vow to 
Gop for the recovery of his fons: 
whereupon Ali, and Fatema, and 
Fidda, their maid-fervant, vowed a 
faft of three days, in cafe they did 
well; as ithappened they did. This 
vow was performed with fo great 
ftridinefs, ‘hae the firft day, having no 
provifions in the houfe, Ali was obli- 
ged to borrow three meafures of bar- 
ley of one Simeon, a Jew of Khai- 
bar; one meafure of which Fatema 
ground the fame day, and baked five 
cakes of the meal; and they were fet 
before them, to break their faft with, 
after funsfet: buta poor man coming 
to them, they gave all their bread to 
him, and paficd the night without 
tafting any thing, except water. The 
next day, Fatema made another mea- 
{ure into bread, for the fame purpole; 
but an orphan begging fome food, 
ni chofe to let him have it, and 


paiied that night as the fir: and the 
3 ding 
(2) Al Bzrpaws. = (3) Idea 
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from the evil of that day, and fhall caft on them 
brightnefs of countenance, and joy; and fhall re- 
ward them, for their patient perfevering, with a gar- 
den, and filk garments: therein fhall they repofe 
themfelves on couches; they fhall fee therein nei- 
ther fun nor moon *; and the fhades thereof fhall be 
near fpreading above them, and the fruits thereof 
fhall hang low, fo as to be eafily gathered. And 
their attendants fhall go round about unto them, 
with veffels of filver, and goblets: the bottles fhall 
bé bottles of filver fhining like glafs; they fhall de- 
termine the meafure thereof by their wifh. And 
therein fhall they be given to drink of a cup of 
wine, mixed with the water of Zenjesivt', a foun- 
tain in paradife named Saxrsazit™: and youths, 
which fhall continue for ever in their bloom, fhall 
go round to attend them: when thou feeft them, 
thou fhalt think them to be fcattered pearls: and 
when thou lookeft, there fhalt thou behold delights, 
and a great kingdom. Upon them fhall be garments 
of fine green {ilk, and of brocades, and they fhall 
be adorned with bracelets of filver: and their Lorp 
fhall give them to drink of a moft pure liquor; and 
fhall fay unto them, Verily this is your reward: 
and your endeavour Is gratefully accepted. Verily we 
have fent down unto thee the Koran, by a gradual 
revelation. Wherefore patiently wait the judgment 
of thy Lorn; and obey not any wicked perfon or 


third day they likewife gave their 
whole provilion toa famifhed captive. 
Upon this occafion Gabriel defcended 
with the chapter before us, and told 
Mohammed that Gop congratulated 
him on the virtues of his family (1). 

k They fhall fee therein neither fun 
nor moon. } Becaule they thall not need 
the light of cither (2). The word 
Zamharir, here tranflated moon, pro- 
perly fignifies extreme cold: for which 
reafon fome underftand the meaning 


of the paffage to be, that in paradife 
there thall be felt no excels either of 
heat or of cold. 

1 Zenjebil.] The word fignifies 
ginger, which the Arabs delight to 
mix with the water they drink; and 
therefore the watcr of this fountain is 
fuppofed to have the tafte of that 
{pice (3). 

™ Saliabil.] Signifies water which 
flows gently and pleafanuly down the 
throat. 


(3) Al Be rpawi. (2) Sec Revel. xxi. 23. (3) Al Berpawi, JALLAL. 


un- 
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unbeliever among them. And commemorate the 
the name of thy Lorp, in the morning, and inthe 
evening: and during fome part of the night worfhip 
‘him, and praife him along part of the night. Ve- 
rily thefe men love the tranfitory life, and leave be- 
hind them the heavy day of judgment. We have 
created them, and have ftrengthened their joints; 
and when we pleafe, we will fubftitute others like 
unto them in their ftead. Verily this is an admo- 
nition: and whofo willeth, taketh the way unto his 
Lorp: but ye fhall not will, unlefs Gop willeth; 
for Gop is knowing and wife. He leadeth whom 
he pleafeth into his mercy: but for the unjuft hath 
he prepared a grievous punifhment. 


CHAP. LXXVII. 


Intitled, Thofe which arefent; revealed at 
MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the angels which are fent by GOD, following 
one another in a continual feries; and thofe 
which move [wiftly, with a rapid motion; and by 
thofe which difperfe his commands, by divulging them 
through the earth; and by thofe which feparate truth 
from falfehood, by diftinguifhing the fame; and by 
thofe which communicate the divine admonitions, to 
excufe, orto threaten ": verily that which ye are pro- 
mifed °is inevitable. When the ftars, therefore, fhall 
be put out, and when the heaven fhall be cloven in 
funder, and when the mountains fhall be winnowed, 


® By the angels which are fent, falfehood, and communicating admo- 
&c.] Some underftand the whole pa nition, &c. Some interpret the firk 
fage of the verfes of the Koran; which three verles of the winds, fent in 2 
continued to be fent down, parcel af- continual {ucceffion, blowing with a 
ter parcel, during the fpace of feveral violent guft, and difperfing rain over 
years, and which refcind (for fothe the earth: and others give different 
verb d/afe may alfo be tranflated) and —explications. 
ebolifh all former difpenfations, di- © That which ye are promifed.} 
wlging and making known the ways Via. The day of judzment. 
of falyatuon, diftinguifhing truth from 


and 
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and when the apoftles fhall have a time affigned them 
to appear and bear teftimony againft their refpettive 
people; to what aday fhall that appointment be defer- 
red! tothe day of feparation: and what fhall caufe thee 
to underftand what the day of feparation is? On that 
day, wo be unto them who accufed the prophets of 
impofture! Have we not deftroyed the obftinate un- 
believers of old? We will alfo caule thofe of the lat- 
ter times to follow them. Thus do we deal with the 
wicked. Wo be. on that day, unto them who ac- 
cufed the prophets of impofture! Teve wenot created 
you of a contemptible drop of feed, which we placed 
in a fure repofitory, until the fixed term of delivery ? 
And we were able to dothis: for we are moft power- 
ful. On that day, wo be unto thofe who accufcd 
the prophets of impofture! Have we not made the 
earth to contain the living and the dead, and placed 
therein ftable and lofty mountains,and given you frefh 
water to drink? Wo be, on that day, unto thofe 
who accufed the prophets of impofture! #t fhall be 
faid unto them, Goye tothe punifhment which ye de- 
nied as a falfchood: go ye into the fhadow of the 
{moke of hell, which fhall afcendin three columns, and 
fhall not fhade you from the heat, neither fhall it be 
of fervice again{ft the flame; but it fhall caft forth 
{parks as big as towers, refembling yellow camels in 
colour’. Wo be, on that day, unto thofe who ac- 
cufed the prophets of impofture! This fhall be a day 
whereon they fhall not fpeak to any purpofe; neither 
fhall they be permitted to excufe themfelves. Wo 
be, on that day, unto thofe who accufed the prophets 
of impofture! This fhall be the day of feparation : 
we will affemble both you and your predeceffors. 
Wherefore, if ye have any cunning ftratagem, em- 
ploy ftratagems againft me. Wo be, on that day, 


P Refembling yellow camels.}] Be-' yellow; the word tranflated yellow, 
ing of a fiery colour. Others, how- fignifying fometimes black. Some 
ever, fuppole thefe {parks will be of copies, by the variation of a vowel, 
a dufky hue, like that of black camels, have cables, inftcad of camels. 
which always inclines a little to the 


unto 


CHAP. LXXVIII. 
Intitled, The News; revealed at Mecca, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


XXX. Geen net ae what do the unbelievers afk 
queftions of one another? Concerning the great 
news of the rcfurre€tion, about which they difagree. 
Affuredly they fhall hcreafter know the truth there- 
of. Again, Affuredly they fhall hereafter know 
the truth thereof. Have we not made the earth 
for a bed, and the mountains for ftakes to fix the 
fame’? And have we not created you of two fexes; 
and appointed your fleep for reft; and made the 
night a garment to cover you; and deftined the 
day to the gaining your livelihood; and built 
over you feven folid heavens; and placed therein 
a burning lamp? And do we not fend down from 
the clouds preffing forth rain, water pouring down 
in abundance, that we may thereby produce corn, 
and herbs, and gardens planted thick with trees? 
" -@ See chap, xvi. p. 77. and chap, xxxi, p. 262. 
Verily 
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Verily the day of feparation is a fixed period: the 
day whereon the trumpet fhall found, and ye fhall 
come in troops to judgment; and the heaven fhall 
be opened, and fhall be full of gates for the angels 
to pafs through ; and the mountains ‘fhall pafs away, 
and become as a yapour: verily hell fhall be a place 
of ambufh, a receptacle for the tranfgreffors, who 
fhall remain therein for ages: they fhall not tafte any 
refrefhment therein, or any drink, except boiling 
water, and filthy corruption: a fit recompence for 
their deeds! For they hoped that they fhould not be 
brought to an account, and they difbelieved our 
figns, accufing them of falfehood. But every thing 
have we computed, and written down. Tafte, there- 
fore: we will not add unto you any other than tor- 
ment’. But for the pious is prepared a place of blifs: 
gardens planted with trees, and vineyards, and dam- 
fels with {welling breafts, of equal age with them- 
felves, and a full cup. They fhall hear no vain dif- 
courfe there, nor any falfehood. This fhall be their 
recompence from thy Lorp; a gift fully fufficient; 
from the Lorp of heaven and earth, and of whatever 
is between them; the Merciful. The inhabitants of 
heaven or of earth fhall not dare to demand audience 
of him: the day whereon the fpirit Gasriz_, and the 
other angels fhal] ftand in order, they fhall not fpeak 
in behalf of themfelves or others, except he only 
to whom the Merciful fhall grant permiffion, and who 
‘fhall fay that which is right. This is the infallible 
day. Wholo, therefore, willeth, let him return unto 
his Loro. Verily we threaten you with a punith- 
ment nigh at hand: the day whercon a man fhall 
behold the good or evil deeds which his hands have 
fent before him; and the unbeliever fhall fay, Would 
to Gop I were duft! 


f We will not add unto you any. unced againft the inhabitants of 
other than torment. Thisy days the’ hell; they being hereby affured, that 
commentators, is the moft'fevere and every change in their torments will be 
terrible femtence in the whole Koran, for the worfe. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXIX. 


Intitled, Thofe who tear forth; revealed at 
MECCA. . 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the angels who tear forth the fouls of fome with 

violence; and by thofe who draw forth the fouls 
of others with gentlenefs’; by thofe who glide fwim- 
mingly through the air with the commands of GOD; 
and thofe who precede and ufher the righteous to 
paradife; and thofe who fubordinately govern the 
affairs of this world: ona certain day, the diflurbing 
blaft of the trumpet fhall difturb the univerfe; and the 
fubfequent blaft fhall follow it. On that day mens’ 
hearts fhall tremble: their looks fhall be caft down. 
The infidels fay, Shall we furely be made to return 
whence we came‘? After we fhall have become rot- 
ten bones, fhall we be again raifed to life? They fay, 
This then will be a return to lofs. Verily it will be 
but one founding of the trumpet", and behold, they 
fhall appear alive on the face of the earth”. Hath 
not the ftory of Moszs reached thee? When his 
Lorp called unto him in the holy valley Towa’, 


* By the angels who tear forth the men; others of the fouls of warriors 
fouls of fome with violence, &c. in particular; and others of war horfes: 
Thefe are the angel of death, and a detail of which, 1 apprehend, would 
his affiftants; who will teke the fouls _ rather tire than pleafe. 
of the wicked in a rough and cruel © Shall we furely be made to return 
manner, from the inmoft partof their whence wecame?] i.e. Shall we be 
bodies, as a man drags up a thin reftored to our former condition ? 
from the bottom of the fea; but wi " One founding of the trumpet.] 
take the fouls of the good ina gentle viz. The fecond or third blaft, ac- 
and eafy manner, fram their lips, as cording to different opinions. 
when a man draws a bucket of water They 


w all 
at one pull (1). “» face of 
There are feverel other interpretae 7 at the place oMjudgment. The 


c en 
tions of this whole : fome ex= 4 riginal al Sahira, is alfo one of 
poet ia goo the oaflr:”* cern at 
of the itars; others of the fouls of. © Soe qhap. xx. p. 199. 

(«) Al Barpawz. 


faying, 
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faying, Go unto PHaraog; for he is.infolently wick- 
ed: and fay, Haft thou a defire to become juft and 
holy ? and I will direé thee unto thy Lorp, that thou 
mayeft fear to tranfgrefs. And he fhewed him the 
‘very great fign of the rod turned into a ferpent: but 
he charged Moses with impofture, and rebelléd againft 
GOD. Then he térned back haftily; and he affem- 
bled the magicians, and cried aloud, faying, lam your 
fupreme Lorp. Wherefore Gop chaftifed him with 
the punifhment of the life to come, and alfo of this pre- 
fent life. Verily herein is an example unto him who 
feareth to rebel. Are ye more difficult to create, or 
the heaven which GOD hath built? He hath raifed 
the height thereof, and hath perfeétly formed the fame: 
and he hath made the night thereofdark, and hath pro- 
duced the light thereof. After thishe ftretched out the 
earth’, whence he caufed to {pring forth the water 
thereof, and the pafture thereof; and he eftablifhed 
the mountains, for the ufe of yourfelves, and of your 
cattle. When the prevailing, the great day fhall come, 
on that day fhall a man call to remembrance what he 
hath purpofely done: and hell fhall be expofed to the 
view of the fpectator. And whofo fhall have tranf- 
greffed, and fhall have chofen this prefent life; verily 
hell fhall be his abode: but whofo fhall have dreaded 
the appearing before his Lorn, and fhall have refrained 
his foul from luft; verily paradife fhall be his abode. 
They will afk thee concerning the laft hour, when will 
be the fixed time thereof. By what means canft thou 
give any information of the fame? Unto thy Lorp 
belongeth the knowledge of the period thereof: and 
thou art only a warner, who feareft the fame. The 
day whereon they fhall fee the fame, it fhall feem to 
them as though they had not tarried in the world 
longer than an evening, or a morning thereof. 


y After this he ftretched out the before the heavens, but without ex. 
earth.] Which had been created panfion(1). 


(3) JAarraro’ppin. 


- VOL Ile Hh CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXX, 
Intitled, He frowned; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


To prophet frowned, and turned afide, becaufe 
the blind man came unto him’: and how doft 
thou know whether he fhall peradventure be cleanfed 
from his fins; or whether he fhal]l be admonifhed, and 
the admonition fhall profit him? The man who is 
wealthy, thou receiveft refpeétfully; whereas it is 
not to be charged on thee, that he is not cleanfed: 
but him who cometh unto thee earneftly feek- 
ing his falvation, and who fceareth GOD, doft thou 
negleét. By no means fhouldeft thou aét thus. Verily 
the Koran is an admonition, (and he who is willing 
retaineth the fame ;) written in volumes honourable, 
exalted, and pure; by the hands of {cribes honoured, 
and juft*. May man becurfed! What hath feduced 
him to infidelity? Of what thing doth Gop create 
him? Of a drop of feed doth he create him; and he 
formeth him with proportion; and then facilitateth 


3 The prophct frowned, and turned 
afide, becauie the blind man came 
unto him, &c.] This paffage was 
sevealed on the following occafion. 
A certain blind man, named Abdal- 
Jah Ebn Omm Matam, came and 
interrupted Mohammed while he was 
engaged in earneft difcourfe with 
fome of the principal Koreifh, whofe 
converfion he had hopes of; but the 
por taking no notice of him, the 

lind man, not knowing he was other- 
wile bufied, raifed his voice, and faid, 
© apoftle of Gop, teach me fome 
pat of what Gop hath taught thee: 
but Mohammed, vexed at this inter- 
ruption, frowned, and turned away 
tiom him; for which he is here re- 


(1) Jatzaco’pain, Al Beipawt. 


prehended. After this, whenever the 
prophet faw Ebn Omm Maétin, he 
fhewed him great refpeét, faying, 
The man is welcome on whofe ac- 
count my Loko hath reprimanded 
me; and he made him twice gover- 
nor of Medina (3). 

® Written in volumes honourable, 
exalted, and pure, &c.] Being tran- 
fcribed trom the preferved table, 
highly honoured in the fight of Gon, 
kept pure and uncorrupted from the 
hands of evil fpirits, and touched 
only by the angels. Some underftand 
hereby the books of the prophets, 
with which the Koran agrees in tub- 
{tance (2). 


(2° Al ZAMAKH. 


his 
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his paflage out of the womb: afterwards he caufeth 
him to die, and layeth him in the grave; hereafter, 
when it fhall pleafe him, he fhall raife him to life. 
Affuredly. He hath not hitherto fully performed 
what GOD hath commanded him. Let man con- 
fider his food; in what manner it is provided. We 
pour down water by fhowers; afterwards we cleave 
the earth in clefts, and we caufe corn to fpring forth 
therein, and grapes, and clover, and the olive, and 
the palm, and gardens planted thick with trees, and 
fruits, and grafs, for the ufe of yourfelves and of 
your cattle. When the ftunning found of the trum- 
pet fhall be heard; on that day fhall a man fly from 
his brother, and his mother, and his father, and his 
wife, and his children. Every man of them, on 
that day, fhall have bufincefs of his own fufficient to 
employ his thoughts. On that day the faces of fome 
fhall be bright, laughing, and joyful: and upon 
the faces of others, on that day, {hall there be duft; 
darknefs fhall cover them, Thefe are the unbe- 
lievers, the wicked. 


CHAP. LXXXI. 
Intitled, The Folding up; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the fun fhall be folded up’; and 

when the ftars fhall fall; and when the 
mountains fhall be made to pafs away; and when the 
camels ten months gone with young fhall be neg- 
le€ted*; and when the wild beafts fhall be gathered 
together’; and when the feas fhall boil‘; and when 
the fouls fhall be joined again to their bodies; and 
when the girl who hath been buried alive fhall be 

® When the fun fhall be folded up.] _p. 199. 


As a garment that is to be laid by. @ See ibid, p. 199, and 114. 
© See the Prelim, Difc. Se&. IV. © See ibid. p. 109, 


Hhe afked 
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afked for what crime fhe was put to death‘; and 
when the books fhall be laid open; and when the 
heaven fhall be removed£; and when hell fhall burn 
fiercely; and when paradife fhall be brought near: 
every foul fhall know what it hath wrought. Verily 
I fwear " by the ftars which are retrograde, which 
move {wiftly, and which hide themfelves'; and by 
the night, when it cometh on; and by the morning, 
when it appeareth; that thefe are the words of an 
honourable meffenger *, cndued with ftrength, of 
eftablifhed dignity inthe fight of the poffeffor of the 
throne, obeycd by the angcls under his authority, and 
faithful: and your companion Mouammep is not 
diftra€ted. He had already {cen him in the clearho- 
rizon': and he fufpe&ted not™ the {cecrets revealed 
unto him. Neither are thefe the words of an accurfed 
devil". Whither, therefore, are ye going? This is 
no other than an admonition unto all creatures; un- 
to him among you who fhall be willing to walk up- 


€ The damfel who hath been bu- 


ried alive.) For it was cuflomary 
ainong the ancient Arabs to bury their 
daughters alive, as {oon as they were 
born, for fear they fhould be impo- 
verifhed by providing for them, or 
fhould futier difyrace on their account, 
See chap xvi. p. 82. 
© When the heaven fhall be re- 
moved ] Or plucked away from its 
place. asthe fkin is plucked off from 
acime) whichis flaying; for that. is 
the proper fignitication of the verb 
her outed. Marracci fancies the paf- 
fax alludes to that in the Plalms (1), 
wl re, according tothe verfions of the 
Sey aagint and the Vulgate, Gon is 
d to have ftretched out the heaven 
like a fkin 
I iwear ] Or, 1 will not {wear, 
Sce chap. Ivi. p. 426, not! 
Ry the itars which are retrograde, 
Some undevtand hereby the 
_ im general; but the more cvadt 
uminentators, five of the planets, viz. 
he two which accompany the fun, 


1 Plalm 


and the three fuperior planets; which 
have both a retrograde anda direét mo- 
tion, and hide themfelves in the rays 
of the fun, or when they fet. 

* An honourable meffenger.] i. e. 
Gabriel. 

' See chap. lili. p. 401. 

™ He fufpc&ed not.] Some copies, 
by a change of one Iettter only, inftcad 
of Dhaninin, read Daninia; and then 
the words fhould be rendered, He is 
not tenacious of, or grudges not to 
communicate to you, the fecret reve- 
lations which he has received. 

© Neither are thefe the words of an 
accurfed devil.] Who has ovetheard, 
by ftealth, the difcourfe of the angels. 
The verfe is an anfwer toa calumny 
of the infidels, who faid the Koran 
was only a picce of divination, or 
magic: for the Arabs fippofe the 
foothiayer, or magician, — ccives his 
intelligence from thote i] ipints, 
who are continually liftenin;, to Jearn 
what they can from the inhabitaats of 


heaven. 


nighth 
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rightly: but ye. fhall not will, unlefs Gon willeth, 
the Lorp of all creatures. 


CHAP. LXXXIL. 


Intitled, The Cleaving in funder; revealed at 
MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the heaven fhall be cloven in funder; 
and when thc ftars fhall be fcattered; and 
when the feas fhall be fuffered to join their waters; 
and when the graves fhall beturned upfide down: 
every foul fhall know what it hath committed, and 
what it hath omitted. Oman, what hath feduced 
thee again{t thy gracious Lorn, who hath created 
thee, and put thee together, and rightly difpofed 
thec? In what form he pleafed hath he fafhioned 
thee. Affuredly. But ye deny the laft judgment 
as afalfehood. Verily there are appointed over you 
guardian angels’, honourable in the fight of GOD, 
writing down your actions; who know that which 
ye do. * The jult fhall furely be ina place of delight: 
but the wicked fhall furely be in hell; they fhall be 
caft therein to be burned, on the day of judgment, 
and they fhall not be abfent therefrom for ever. 
What fhall caufethee to underftand what the day of 
judgment is? Again, What fhall caufe thce to un- 
derftand what the day of judgment is? Itis a day 
whereon one foul fhall not be able to obtain any 
thing in behalf of another foul: and the command, 
on that day, fhall be Gop’s. 


© Sec chap. 1. p. 992, andthe Prelim. Difc. SceA. IV. p. 94. 


Hh3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXII. 


Intitled, Thofe who give fhort.meafure or 
weight ; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


O be unto thofe who give fhort meafure or 
weight; who, when they receive by mea- 

{ure from other men, take the full; but when they 
meafure unto them, or weigh unto them, defraud! 
Do not thefe think they fhall be raifed again, at the 
great day; the day whereon mankind fhall ftand be- 
fore the Lorn of allcreatures? By nomeans. Ve- 
rily the regifter of the a€tions of the wicked 1s furely 
in Seyjin’. And what fhall make thee to under- 
{tand what Seyyin is? It is a book diftinétly writ- 
ten. Wo be, on that day, untothofe who accufed 
the prophets of impofture; who denied the day of 
judgment asa falfehood! And nonc denieth the fame 
as a falfchood, except every unjuft and flagitious 
perfon: who, when our figns are rehearfed unto 
him, faith, They are fablesof the ancients. By no 
means: but rather their lufts have caft aveil over 
their hearts. By no means. Verily they fhall be 
fhut out from their Lorp on that day; and they 
fhall be {ent into hell to be burned: then fhall it be 
faid unto them, by the infernal guards, This is what 
ye denied asa falfehood. Affurgdly. But the regifter 


P Sejjin.] Is the name of the genc- 
ral regifter, wherein the a€tions of all 
the wicked, both men and genii, are 
diftinétly entered. Sejn  fignifies a 
prifon; and this book, as fome think, 
derives its name from thence, becaufe 
it will ocafion thofe whofe deeds are 
there recorded, to be imprifoned in 
hell. Sejjin, or Sajin, is alfo the name 
of the dungeon beneath the feventh 


(3) Jauzaz. Al Berpawi. 


earth, the refidence of Eblis and his 
hoft; where it is fuppofed, by fome, 
that that this book is kept, and where 
the fouls of the wicked will be de- 
tained till the refurreétion (1). If the 
the latter explication be admitted, the 
words, And what fhall make thee to 
underftand what Sejjin is? fhould be 
enclofed within a parenthefis. 


Secthe Prelim. Difc. Se&. IV. p, 103. 


of 
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of the ations of the righteous isin Ittryyun?: and 
what fhall caufe thee to underftand what ILttiyvyun 
is? Itis a book diftin&ly written: thofe who ap- 
proach near unto GOD, are witneffes thereto". Ve- 
rily the righteous fhall dwell among delights: feated 
on couches, they fhall behold objeéts of pleafure; 
thou fhalt fee in their faces the brightnefs of joy. 
They fhall be given to drink of pure wine, fcaled; 
the feal whereof fhall be mufk*: and to this let thofe 
afpire, who afpire to happinefs : and the water mixed 
therewith fhall be of Tasnim‘, a fountain whereof 
thofe fhall drink who approach near unto the Divine 
Prefence". They who aé wickedly laugh the true 
believers to fcorn; and when they pafs by them, 
they wink at one another: and when they turn afide 
to their people, they turn afide making fcurrilous 
jefts: and when they fee them, they fay, Verily 
thefe are miftaken men. But they are not fent to be 
keepers over them”. Wherefore one day the true 
believers, in their turn, fhall laugh the infidels to 
{corn*: lying on couches, they fhall look down 

upon 


flavour it will leave in the mouth after 
it is drank. 
t Tainim.] Is the name of a foune 


@ Mliyyin.] The word is a plu- 
ral, and fignifies high places. Some 
fay it is the general regifter wherein 


the actions of the righteous, whether 
angels, men, or genii, are diftinétly 
recorded. Others will have it to bea 
place in the feventh heaven, under the 
throne of Gop, where this book is 
kept, and where the fouls of the juft, 
as many think, will remain till the lait 
day (1). If we prefer the latter opi- 
mon, the words, And what hall 
make thee to underftand what Il- 
hiyyin is? fhould likewife be enclofed 
within a parenthedis. 

* Are witnelles thereto.] Or, are 
prefent with, and keep the fame. 

* The feal whereof thall be mutk.] 
i.e. The veflfels containing the fame 
fhall be fealed with mufk, inftead 
of clay. Some underftand by the 
{eal of this wine, its farewell, or the 


tain in paradife, {o called from its 
being conveyed to the higheft apart- 
ments. 

" Whereof thofe fhall drink who 
approach near unto the Divine Pre- 
fence.] For they fhall drink the water 
of Tainim pure and unmixed, being 
continually and wholly employed in 
the contemplation of Gop; but the 
other inhabitants of paradife fhall 
drink it mixed with their wine (2). 

~ They are not {ent to be keepers 
over them.] i, e, The infidels are not 
commiffioned by Gop to call the 
believers to account, or to judge of 
their a€tions. 

* The believers fhall laugh the infi- 
dels to fcorn.] When they fhall fee 
them ignommmioufly driven into hell. 


Hh 4 - It 


(1) Jarzat. See the Prelim. Difc. ubi fup. 


(2) Al Berpawt. 
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upon them in hell. 
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Shall not the infidels be re- 
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warded for that which they have done? 


Itis alfo faid, that a door fhal} be 
ewn the damned, opening into 


paradife, and they fhall be bidden 


the door, it fhall be fuddenly fhut; 
and the believers within fthall laugh 
at them (3). 


to go in; but when they come near 


(1) A] Berpawi, 


CHAP. LXXXIV. 


Intitled, The Rending in funder; revealed at 
MEcca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the heaven fhall be rent in funder, and 

fhall obey its Lorp, and fhall be capable 
thereof; and when the earth fhall.be ftretched out’, 
and fhall caft forth that which is therein", and fhall 
remain empty, and fhall obey its Lorn, and fhall 
be capable thereof: O man, verily labouring thou 
Jaboureft to meet thy Lorn, and thou fhalt meet 
him®. And he who fhall have his book given into 
his right-hand, fhall be called to an eafy account, 
and fhall turn unto his family ° with joy: but he wha 
fhall have his book given him behind his back", 
Shall invoke deftru@ion to fall upon him, and he fhall 
be fent into hell to be burned; becaufe he rejoiced 


Y There are fome who take this 
chapter to have been revealed at 
Medina. 

2 When the earth fhall be firetched 
out.] Like a fkin; every mountain 


ther thy works be good, or whether 
they be evil. 

© His family.] i.e. His relations 
or friends of are true believers ; 


and hill being levelled. 

® And hall caft forth that which is 
therein.] As the treafures hidden in 
its bowels, and the dead bodies which 
lic in their graves. 

> And thou fhalt meet him.] Or, 
And thou thalt meet thy Jabour; whe- 


or rather, to his wives and fervants, 
of the damfels and youths of paradile, 
who wait to receive him (1). 

4 Behind his back.] That is, into 
his left-hand; for wicked will 
have that hand bound behind their 
back, and their sight-hand to their 
neck, 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


infolently 
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infolently amidft his family on earth. Verily he 
thought that he fhould never return unto GOD: yea 
verily; but his Lorp beheld him. Wherefore I 
fwear® by the rednefs of the fky after fun-fet, and 
by the night, and the animals which it driveth toge- 
ther, and by the moon when fhe is at the full; ye 
fhall furely be transferred fucceffively from {tate to 
ftate‘. What aileth them, therefore, that they be. 
lieve not the refurre€tion; and that, when the Koran 
is read unto them, they worfhip not*? Yea: the 
unbelievers accufe the fame of impofture: but Gop 
well knoweth the malice which they keep hidden in 
their breafts. Wherefore denounce unto them a 
grievous punifhment, except thofe who believe and 
do good works: for them is prepared a never-failing 
reward. 


© I fwear,] Or, I will not {wear, 
&c. See chap. lvi. p. 416. not. !. 
€ Ye fhall {urely be transferred from 


dead; and from the ftate of the 
dead, to a new ftate of life in ane 
other world. 


one ftate to another. | i. ec. From the 


§ They worhhip not.] Or, humble 
itate of the living, to that of the 


not themfelves. 


; CHAP. LXXXV. 


Jntitled, The Celeftial Signs; revealedat Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the heaven adorned with figns®; by the pro- 
mifed day of judgment; by the witnefs, and 

the witneffed'; curfed were the contrivers of the 
; pit, 


the planets make their feveral fla 
tions (3). 

i By the witnefs, and the wit- 
neffed.] The meaning of thefe words 
is "ery uncertain, and-the explica- 
tions of the commentators confe- 
quently vary. One thinks the wit- 
nels to be Mohammed; and that which 

, 


» Signs.] The original word pro- 
perly figuifies towers; which fome 
interpret of rea! towers (1), wherein 
it is fuppofed the angels keep guard 
(2); and others, of the ftars of the 
fir magnitude : but the generality of 
expofiturs underftand thereby the 
twelve figns of the zodiac, wherein 


(1) Yanya. (3) Seachap. xv. p. 70, 


(3) JALLALO’DnIN, 
AHYA. 
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pit‘, of fire fupplied with fewel; when they fat 
round the fame, and were witneffes of what they did 
againft the true belicvers': and they affli@ted them 
for no other reafon, but becaufe they believed in the 
mighty, the glorious Gop, unto whom belongeth the 
kingdom of heaven and earth: and Gop is witnefs 
of all things. Verily for thofe who perfecute the 
true believers of cither fex, and afterwards repent 
not, is prepared the torment of hell; and they fhall 
fuffer the pain of burning”. But for thofe who be- 
lieve, and do that which is right, are deftined gardens 
beneath which rivers flow: this fhall be great felicity. 
Verily the vengeance of thy Lorn 1s fevere. He 
createth, and he rcftorcth to life: he is inclined to 
forgive, and gracious: the poffeffor of the glorious 
throne; who effcéteth that which he pleafeth. Hath 
not the ftory of the hofts, of Puaraon”, and of 


Tuamupb’, reached thee? 


is horne witnefs of, to be the refur- 
re@tion, or the profeffors of the Mo- 
hammedan faith; or elfe that thele 
Jatter are the witnefs, and the pro- 
feflors of every other religion, thofe 
who will be witneffed againft by 
them. Another fuppofes the witne(s 
to be the guardian angel, and his 
charge the perfon witnelled againft. 
Ancther expounds the words of the 
day of Arafat, the oth of Dhu’thajja, 
and of the day of flaying the viéiims, 
which is the day following; or elie 
of Friday, the day of the weekly 
affembling of the Mohammedans at 
their mofques, and of the people who 
ri aflembled on thofe days, &c. 
4). 
k The contrivers of the pit.]  Li- 
terally, the Jords of the pit. Thefe 
were the mimifters of the perfecu- 
fion raifed by Dhu Nowas, king of 
Yaman, who was of the Jewith re- 
Jigion, againft the inhabitants of Naj- 
ran; for they having embraced Chrif- 


(1) Jatvazro'ppin, Al Berpawi, YAHYA. 


Yet the unbelievers ceafe 


tianity (at that time the true religion, 
by the confeffion of Mohammed him- 
felf) the bigotted tyrant commanded 
all thofe, who would not renounce 
their faith, to be caft into a pit or 
trench, filled with fire, and there 
burnt to afhes (2). Others, however, 
tell the flory with different circume 
flances (3). 

1 And were witneffes of what they 
did againfl the true behevers.] Or, 
as fome choofe to undeifland the 
words, And fhall be witneffes againft 
themfelves, at the day of judgment, 
of their unjuft treatment of the true 
believers. 

™ They fhall fuffer the pain of 
burning.] Which pain, it is faid, 
the periccutors of the Chriflian mar- 
tyrs above-mentioned felt in this 
life; the fire burfling forth upon 
them from the pit, and coniuming 
them (4). 

® See ven vil. p. 204, &c. 

© See ibid. p. 198, &c. 


(2) Idem. V..Poc. Spec. 


p. 62. Eccnerrens. Hilt. Arab. Parts. c. 10. and Prip. Lif: of Mah.9f. 61. 
( 


) V. D'Hers. Bibl. Orient. Art. Abou Navas. 


3 
Yauya, 


(4) Alt Birpaw:, 


ia not 
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not to accufe the divine revelations of falfehood: but. 
Gop encompaffeth them behind, that they cannot 


efcape. 


Verily that which they rejeét is a glorious 


Koran; the original whereof is written in a table 


kept in heaven °. 


P Kept in heaven.] And preferved 
from the leaft change or corruption. 


CHA P. 


eo 


See the Prelim. Difc. Set. III. p. 85, 
and Scét. IV. p. 9g. 


LXXXVI. 


Intitled, The Star; which appeared by Night; 
revealed at MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the heaven, and that which appeareth by 
night; but what fhall caufe thee to underftand 
what that which appearcth by night is? Itis the ftar 
of piercing brightnefs?: every foul hath a guardian 
fet over it. Let aman confidcr, therefore, of what 
he is created. He is created of feed poured forth, 
iffuing from the loins, and the breaft-bones’. Verily 
GOD is able to reftore him to life, the day whereon 
all fecret thoughts and a€tions fhall bc examined into; 
and he fhall have no power to defend himfelf, nor 
any protector. By the heaven, which returneth the 
rain*; and by the earth, which openeth to let forth 
vegetables and fprings: verily this is a difcourfe 


4 The ftar of piercing brightnefs.] 
Some take the words to fignify any 
brizht ftar, without reftri€tion: but 
others think fome particular ftar or 
ftarsto be thereby intended ; which one 
fuppofes to be the morning ftar, (pe- 
culiaily called al Tarek, or The ap- 
pearing by night;) another Saturn, (that 
planet being by the Arabs iurnamed 
al Thakeb, or the Piercing, as it was 
by the Greeks, Phaenon,or the Shining ;) 
and a third, the Pleiades. 


¥ From the loins, and the breaft- 
bones.] i.e. From the loins of the 
man, and the brealt bones of the wo- 
man (1). , 

® Which returneth the rain.] Or, 
as fome expound it, Which perform- 
eth its periodic motion, returning to 
the point from whence it began the 
fame. The words feem defigned to 
exprefs the alternate returns of the 
different feafons of the year. 


(:) Al Berpawi, Yauya. 


diftin- 
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diftinguifhing good from evil; and ‘1t is not com- 
pofed with lightnefs. Verily the infidels are laying a 
plot to fruftrate my defigns: but I will lay a plot 
for their ruin. Wherefore, O prophet, bear with 
the unbelievers: let them alone awhile. 


Cuap, 87 


CHAP. LXXXVII. 
Intitled, The moft High '; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


a. the name of thy Lorn, the moft High; 
who hath created and completely formed his 
creatures; and who determineth them to variousends’, 
and direéteth them to attainthe fame”; and who pro- 
duceth the pafture for cattle, and afterwards rendereth 
the fame dry ftubble of a dufky hue. We will enable 
thee to rchearfe our revelations*; and thou fhalt not 
forget any part thereof, except what Gop fhall 
pleafe’; for he knoweth that which is manifeft, and 
that which is hidden. And we will facilitate unto thce 
the moft eafy way*. Wherefore admonifh thy people, 
if thy admonition fhall be profitabfe unto them. 
Wholo feareth GOD, he will be admonifhed: but 
the moft wretched unbeliever will turn away there- 
from; who fhall be caft to be broiled in the greater 
fire of hell, wherein he fliall not die, neither fhall he 


© Some take the firlt word of this 
chapter, vig. Praife, for itstitle. 

Y Who determineth them to vari- 
ousends.] Determining their various 
{pecies, properties, ways of life, dec. 


1). 

w And dire€teth them. &c.] Guid- 
ing the rational by their reaion, and 
alfo by revelation, and the irrational 
by ining (2), dc. 

* Sea chap. Ixxv. p. 472. 

Y Except what Gop fhall pleafe.} 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


i. e. Except fuch revelations as Gop 
fhall think fit to abrogate, and blot 
out of thy memory. See chap. ii. 
p. 21. and chap. Ixxv. p. 472. 

2 We will facilitate unto thee the 
moft eafy way.] To retain the rela- 
tions communicated to thee by Ga- 
biiel: or, as fome underftand the 
words, We will difpofe thee to the 
profeffion and {tri obfervance of the 
moft eafy religion, that is, of Iflam, 


(2) Idem. 
live. 
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live. Now hathhe attained felicity who is purified 
by faith, and who remembercth the name of his 
Loxp, and prayeth. But ye prefer this prefent life: 

et the life to come is better, and more durable. 
Verily this is written in the ancient books, the 
books of AprAHAM and Mosss. 


CHAP. LXXXVII. 


Intitled, The Overwhelming" ; revealed at 
Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ATH the news of the overwhelming day of 

judgment reached thee? The countenances of 
fome, on that day, fhall be caft down; labouring and 
toiling’: they fhall be caft into fcorching fire to be 
broiled: they fhall be given to drink of a boiling 
fountain: they fhall have no food, but of dry thorns 
and thiftles*; which fhall not fatten, neither fhall 
they fatisfy hunger. But the countenances of others, 
on that day, fhall be joyful; well pleafed with their 
paft cndeavour: they fhall be placed ina lofty gar- 
den, wherein thou fhalt hear no vain difcourfe: 
therein fhall be a running fountain: ‘therein fhall be 
railed beds, and goblets placed before them, and 
cufhions laid in order, and carpets ready fpread. 
Do they not confider the camels“, how they are 


® The we This is a al Dari, for the name of a thorny tree. 
name, or epithet, of the lait day; 4 Do they not confider the camels, 
becaufe it will iuddenly overwhelm = &c.] = Thefe animals are of fuch ule, 


all creatures with fear and aftonitfh- 
ment. It is alio a name, or epithet, 
of hell-fire. 

> Labouring and toiling.] i. ¢. 
Dragging ther chains, and labouring 
through hell-fre, as camels labour 
through mud, &c. Or, Employing 
and fatiguing themiclves in what fhall 
not avail them /1). 

© Dry thorns and thiftles.] Such 
as the camels eat when green and 
tender. Some take the original word. 


or rather neceffity, in the eaft, that 
the creation of a {pecics fo wone 
dertully adapted to thofe countries, 
isa very proper inttance, to an Ara- 
bian, of the power and wifdom of 
Gop. 

Some, however, think the clouds 
(which the original word Ib! alfo 
figuifics)} are here intended; the hea- 
\ = being mentioned immediately 
after. 


(a) Al Berpawi, 


creatcd; 
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created; and the heaven, how it 1s raifed; and the 
mountains, how they are fixed; and the earth, how 
It is extended? Wherefore warn thy people; for 
thou art a warner only: thou art not empowered 
to a& with authority over them. But whoever fhall 
turn back‘, and difbelieve, Gop fhall punifh him 
with the greater punifhment of the life to come. 
Verily unto us fhall they return: then fhall it be our 
part to bring them to account. 


Cuap. 89. 


© But whoever fhall turn back, &c. ] 
Or, Except him who fhall turn back, 
and be an infidel: and Gop hall 


ception fome {uppofe that power is 
hcre given to Mohammed to chaflife 
obftinate infidels and apoftates. 


alfo punifh him, &c. By which ex 


CHAP. LXXXIX, 
Intitled, The Day-break ; revealed at Mecca'. 
_In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


B* the day-break, and ten nights*; by that 
which 1s double, and that which is fingle’; 
and by the night when it cometh on: is there not in 
this an oath formed with underftanding ? Haft thou 
not confidered how thy Lorn dealt with Ap, the 


f Some are of opinion this chapter 
‘was revealed at Medina. 

€ The ten mghts.] That is, The 
ten nights of Dhu’lhajja, or the tenth 
of that month, (whence fome under- 
fland the day-break mentioned juft 
before, of the morning of that day, 
or of the preceding ;) or the nights 
of the 10th of Moharram; or, as 
others rather think, the 10th, 11th, 
and isth of Dhu’lhajja. All which 
are days peculiarly facred among the 
Mohammedans. 

» By that which is double, and 
that which is fingle.} Thee words 


(3) Sce chap. li. p. 397. 


are varioufly interpreted. Some un- 
derftand thereby all things in general ; 
fome, all created beings, (which are 
faid to have been created by pairs, or 
of two kinds (1) and the Creator, 
who is fingle; fome, of the primum 
mobile, and the other orbs; fome, 
of the conftellations, and the planets; 
fome, of the nights before-mentioned, 
taken either together or fingly: and 
fome, of the day of flaying the vic- 
tims, (the 10th of Dhu'lhajja), and of. 
the day of Arafat, which is the day 
before, &c. (2). 


(2) Al Zamaxu. 


people 
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people of Inem', adorned with lofty buildings*, the 
like whereof hath not been ere&ted in the land'? 
and with Tuamup, who hewed the rocks in the 
valley ™ into houfes; and with Puaraon, the con- 
triver of the ftakes*, who had behaved infolently in 
the earth, and multipled corruption therein? Where- 


! Irem.] Was the name of the ter- 
ritory or city of the Adites ,and of the 
garden mentioned in the next note, 
which were {o called from Irem, or 
Aram, the grandfather of Ad, their 
progenitor. Some think Aran him- 
felf to be here meant, and his name 
to be added to fignify the ancient 
Adites, his samedinte defcendants, 
and to diftinguifh them from the lat- 
ter tribe of that name (1): but the ad- 
je€ive and relative joined to the word 
are, in the original, of the femenine 
gender, which feems to contradi& this 
opinion, 

k Adorned with lofty buildings. ] 
Or, pillars. Some imagine thefe words 
are uled to exprels the great fize and 
{trength of the old Adites (2); and then 
they fhould be tranflated, Who were of 
enormons ftatuie. But the more exe 
a€t commentators take the paflage to 
relate to: the fumptuous palace and 
delightful gardens built, and made by 
Sheddad, the ton of Ad. For they fay 
Ad left two fons, Sheddad and Shed- 
did, who reigned jointly after his 
deceafe, and extended their power 
over the giecater part of the world : 
but Sheddid dying, his brother be- 
came fole monarch; who, having 
heard of the celeftial paradife, made 
a garden, in imitation thereof, in the 
defarts of Aden, and called it Irem, 
afterthe name of his great grandfather, 
When it was finufhed, he fet out, with 
a great attendance, to take a view of 


(1) Al Bernawi, JaLiat. 


it; but when they were come within 2 
day’s journey of the place, they were 
all deftioyed by aterrible noife from 
heaven. Al Beidiwi adds, that one 
Abda’llah Ebn Kelabah (whom, after 
D’Herbelot, I have ellewhcre named 
Colabah (3), accidentally hit on this 
wonderful place as he was {eeking a 
camel, 

1 The like whereof hath not been 
ereCted in the land.] If we fuppoics 
the preceding words to relate to the 
vaft ftature of the Adites, thefe muft 
betranflated, The like of whom have 
not been created, &c. 

-™ Who hewed the rocks in the 
valley. ] The learned Greaves, in his 
tranflation of Abu'lfeda’s deicription 
of Arabia (4), has fallely rendered 
thefe words, which are there quoted, 
Quibus petra vallis refponfum dede- 
runt, i. ¢. To whom the rocks of the 
valley returned aniwer: which flip 
being made by fo great aman, I do 
not at all wonder that la Roque, and 
Petis dela Croix, from whole Latin 
verfion, and with whole affiftance, la 
Roque made his French tianflation of 
the aforelaid treatife, have been led into 
the fame miftake, and rendered thofe 
woids, A qui les pierres de la valée 
rendirent reponte (5), The valley 
here ment, fay the commentators (6), is 
Wadi ‘Ikora, lying about one day’s 
Journey (7), (not five and upwards, as 
Abu’lfeda will have it) fromal Hejr. 

© See chap. xxxvuii. 


(2) Tdem, See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. I. 


p. 13. (3) Ibid. p. ae. (4) Pag. 4g. It was publifhed by Dr.’ Hupson, in 


the third Vol, of the Geographia vetcris Scriptor. Gr. minor. 


(5) Deler. de 


l'Arabie, mife a lafuite du Voyage dela Paicttine, par. La Rogus, p. 35. 


(6) JAuLaro’ppry, Al BeErpawt. 
ubi fupr. Geogr. Nub. p. 110. 


» 


(7) Eax Hawkat, apud Agu’tr. 


fore 
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fore thy Lorp poured on them various kinds ° of 
chaftifement: for thy Lorp is furely in a watch- 
tower, whence he obferveth theaQlions of men. More- 
over man, when his Lorp trieth him by profperity, 
and honoureth him, and is bounteous unto hin, faith, 
My Lorvhonourcth me: but when he proveth him 
by affli@ions, and withholdeth his provifions from 
him, he faith, My Lorn defpifeth me. “By no 
means’: but ye honour not the orphan, neither do 
yc excite one another to feed the poor: and yedevour 
the inheritance of the weak*, with undiftinguifhing 
greedinefs; and ye love riches with much affeétion. 
By no means fhould ye do thus. When the earth fhall 
be minutely ground to duft; and thy Lorp fhall 
come, and the angels rank by rank; and hell, on 
that day, fhall be brought nigh’: on that-day fhall 
man call to remembrance his evil decds; but how 
fhall remembrance avail him? He fhall fay, Would 
to Gop that ] had heretofore done good works in my 
life-time'! On that day none fhall punifh with his 
punifhment; nor fhall any bind with his bonds'. O 
thou foul which artat reft", return unto thy Lorn, 

well 


® Various kinds.] The original 
word fignifies a mixture, and allo a 
fcourge of platted thongs: whence 
fome luppofe the chattifement of this 
life is here repredented by a {courge, 
and intimated to be as much lighter 
than that of the next life, as fcourging 
is Jig hter than death (1). 

P Byno means. } For worldly prof- 
perity or adverfity is not a certain 
snark eather of the favour or disfavour 
of Gon, 

9 Ye devour the inhetitance of the 
weak. ] Not duflering women or young 
children to have any fhare in the ine 
hetitance of their hufbands or parents, 
Sec chap. iv. p. 94. 

* And hell fhall be brought nigh} 
There is a tradition, that at the laf 
day hell will be dragged towards the 


(1) Al Birpawr. (2} Idem, JALLALO'DOIN 


tribunal by 70,000 halters, each halter 
being hauled by 79.000 angels; and 
that it will come with great roaring 

and fury (2). 
‘In my lifc-time.} Or, For this 

my latter life. 
© None fhall punifh with his pue 
nifhiment, &c.) i.e. None fhall be 
able to punith or to bind, as Gop fhall 
then punifh and bind the wicked (3). 
“O thou foul which art at reft.] 
Some expound this of the foul, 
which having, by purfuing the con- 
catenation of natural caufes, raifed 
ittclf to the knowledge of that Be- 
ing which produced them, and exifts 
of neceffity, refts fully contented, 
or acquielces in the knowledge of 
him. and the contemplation of his 
pericébions. By this the reader will 
obferve, 


(3) Idem. 


Crap. 90. 
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well pleafed with thy reward, and well plcafing unto 
GOD: enter among my fervants: and enter my 


paradife. 


obferve. that the Mohammedans are 
no ftrangers to Quietifm. Others, 
however, undcerftland the words of 
the Joul. which having attained the 
hnowicdee of the tiuth, refts fatisfed, 


and relies fecurcly thereon, undifturb- 
ed by doubts; or of the foul which is 
fecure of its falvation, and free frora 
fear or forrow (1). 


(1) Al Berpawn. 


CHAP. XC. 


Intitled, The Territory; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Swear™ by this territory *, (and thou, O prophet, 
refideft in this territory ’,) and by the begetter, 


and that which he hath begotten’; 


created man in mifery’*. 


verily we have 
Doth he think that none 


fhall prevail over him’? He faith, I have wafted 


plenty of riches. 


~ I fwear ] Or, I will not {wear, 
€.. See chap. Ive p. g16, not! 

* This error | viz. The lacred 
tertitory of Mecca. 

» And thou refideft in this tern. 
tory } Or, Thou thalt be allowed to 
eo whatthou pleafett in thus territory; 
the words, m ths fenfe, importing a 
promife of that abfolute power which 
. ~ attained on the taking of 
Mevia i 

® By the begetter, and that which 
he hath begotten ] Some underftand 
‘ele words generally; others of 
Alam, or Abraham, and of ther 
offspring, and ot Muhammed in par- 
ticular oy 

@ We have created man in mi- 
tery | Or, to troubic. This paffage 


(1) Al Bripvaws, fo Idem. 
15) Al Bervawi 


VOL. I. 


Doth he think that none fecth 


was revealed to comfort the prophet 
ander the periccutions of the Koreifh 


(3) 

6 Doth he think that none fhalk 
prevail over him?) Some expofitors 
take a particular perfon to be here 
intended, who was one of Mohame 
med's mat inveterate adverfar 
Al Walid Ebn = al _ va f4). 
Others fuppofe Abu'l Afha 1 Eba 
Calda to be the man; whe 
very ftrong, that a large fk 
{fpread under his feet, and 
pees at it, they couid mit make 
uin fall, though they tore th {kin to 
pieces 

© J have wafted plenty of riches. ] 
Tn a vam and offentatious manner 


or, in oppofing of Mobammed (6). 


(3° Idem. 


(4) Al ZamakH. 
(6; Idem. 


Ii him? 


CHAP. XCL 


Intitled, The Sun; revealed at Mecca, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the fun, and its rifing brightnefs; by the 

moon, when fhe followeth him‘; by the day, 
When it fheweth his fplendor; by the mght, when it 
covercth him with darknefs; by the heaven, and 
him who built it; by the earth, and him who f{pread 
it forth; by the foul, and him who compleatly 
formed it, and infpired into the fame its faculty of 
diftinguifhing, and power of choofing,wickednefs and 
piety: now is he who hath purified the fame happy, 
but he who hath corrupted the fame is miferable. 
Tuamup accufed their prophet Saren of impolture, 
through the excefs of their wickedness: when the 
wretch? among them was fent to flay the camel; and 
the apoftle of Gop faid unto them, Let alone the 


€ When the followeth ais oe. the full ‘1). 
When fhe mics jult atter him, as € ‘The wreth J viz) Kedar Ebn 
fhe does at the beginning of the — Salet. See chap vii p.1yg, 290 and 
month; or when fhe lets after him, chap hv p 427 
us happens when fhe aa a litth pat 


wo) AVBae:pawi. 
camcl 
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camel of Gop; and hinder not her drinking. But 
they charged him with impofture ; and they flew her. 
Wherefore their Lorn deftroyed them for their 
crime, and made their punifhment equal unto them 
all: and he fearcth not the iffuc thercof. 


CHAP. XCII. 
Intitled, The Night; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the night, when it covercth all things with 
darknefs; by the day, when it fhineth forth; by 
him who hath created the inale and the female: verily 
your endeavour is different. Now, whofo is obe- 
dient, and feareth GOD, and profeffcth the truth of 
that faith which is moft excellent; unto him will we 
facilitate the way to happinefs: but whofo fhall be 
covctous, and fhall be wholly taken up with this 
world, and fhall deny the truth of that which is moft 
excellent; unto him’ will we facilitate the way to 
iniferyv; and his riches fhall not profit him, when he 
fhall fall headlong into hell. Verily unto us apper- 
taineth the dircction of mankind: and ours is the 
life to come, and the prefent hfe. Wherefore I 
threaten you with fire which burneth fiercely, which 
none fhall enter to be burned, except the mott 
wretched; who fhall have difbelieved, and turned 
back. But he who ftrictly bewareth idolatry and re- 
bellion, fhall be removed far from the fame; who 
giveth his fubftance in alms, and by whom no be- 
nefit is beltowed on any, that it may be recom- 
penfed, but who beflowcth the fame for the fake of 
his Lorn, the moft High": and hereafter he fhall 
be well fatishied with his reward. 
® By whom no benefits beftowed = prophet’s Muedhihin, or cryer to 
onan, thatatmay be recompentel,  prayers., who had been put to the 
fae Jeneto'de an thiths uss whole rack ou account of his faith, the anfie 
Gedr:ption pelongs pecuhanyte Apa iy tad he did vt only out of a view 
Beer: for when he had porchared of intercit; upon which this paflage 


Meiei, the Ethiwpsan, (aitiwards the | wasrescaicd 


lie2 CIIAP. 
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CHAP. XCIII 
Intitled, The Brightnefs; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the brightnefs of the morning‘; and by the 
B night, when it groweth dark: thy Lorp hath 
not forfaken thee, neither doth he hate thee’. Ve- 
rily the life to come fhall be better for thee than this 
prefent life: and thy Loxp fhall give thee a reward 
wherewith thou fhalt be well pleafed. Did he not 
find thee an orphan, and hath he not taken care of 
thee? And did he not find thee wandcring in error, 
and hath he not guided thee into the truth ? 
And did he not find thee necdy, and hath he not 
enriched thee? Wherefore opprefs not the orphan; 
ncither repulfe the beggar: but declare the goodncfs 
of thy Loro. 


* The brizhtnefs of the morning. ] 
The onginal word properly figmfies 
the bright part of the Ae when the 
fun fhines full out, three or 
hours after tos fen 

EeThy Loxv hath not forfaken 
thee, &e | Itas related, that no reve- 
lation having been vouchfafed to 
Mohammed for feveral days, inan- 
Iwer to fome gueflions put to lim by 


foul 


1‘ See chap, xviii. p. 226. 


the Koreifh, beeaufe he had confident- 
ly promifed to retolve them the next 

ay, without adding the exception, 
If ut pleafe Gop (1), or becaufe he 
had repulfled an aumportunate beggar, 
or ele becaufe a dcad puppy lay un- 
der hus feat, or for fome other reafon; 
his enemies faid that Gop had left 
fum: whereupon this chapter ways 
ient down {oi Re confolation (2° 


(¢) Al Bripawr. JALLAL. 


CHAP. 


Car. 94- 
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CHAP. XCIV. 


Intitled, Have we not opened; revealed at 
MEcCa. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AVE we not opened thy breaft'; and eafed 
H thee of thy burden”, which galled thy back ; 


and raifed thy reputation for thee? Verily 
culty fhall be attended with cafe. 


a diffi- 
Verily a diff- 


culty fhall be attended with eafe. When thou fhalt 
have ended thy preaching, labour to ferve GOD in 


return for his favours’; 
unto thy Lorp. 


! Have we not opened thy breaft ] 
By difpofing and enlargiayr it to re- 
cove the truth, aad = waldom, and 
prophesy; or, by treemy thee from 
Wiwatinels and ignorance? “This pal- 
fae us thousht to antumate the open- 
tis oaf Mohammed's heart, in his 
hutancsy, Gr when he took tia journey 
to heaven, by the angel Gabel, 
whe having wrong out the black 
Crop, or feed of original fin, wathed 
and cicanied the fame, and filled it 


1) Al Berovwia, Yanuva., Vo Anclre. vit Moh. pig. & 934 
(2, Al Brivaws 


Liv ul Mah. p. 105, de. 


and make thy fupplication 


with wifdom and faith {1}: but 
fone think at relates to the occafion of 
the preceding ¢hapter (4). 

m™ And caled thee of thy burden ] 
be Ot thy fins committed before thy 
milion, or of thy ignorance, or 
trouble of mind. 

© When thou fhalt have finthhed 
thy preaching, labour to deme Gon, 
&.] Or, When thou fhalt have 
finithed thy prayet, labour in preach. 
ings the faith (3. 


Priv. 
"3, Idem, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCV. 


Intitled, The Fig; where it was revealed is 
difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the fig, and the olive’; and by mount Sinal, 

and this territory of {ecurity’; verily we created 
man of a moft excellent fabric; afterwards we ren- 
dered him the vilcft of the vile’: except thofe who 
believe, and work righteoufnefs; for they fhall re- 
ceive an endlefs reward. What therefore fhall caufe 
thee to deny the day of judgment aftcr this’? Is not 
Gon the moft wife judge? 


© By the fie and the olive.] Gon, 
fay the commentators, fwears by 
thefe two fruits, becaufe of — their 
great ules and virtues: for the fig is 
wholefome, and of cafy digeflion, 
and phyfically good to carry off 
phlegm. and gravel in’ the kidneys 
or bladder, and to remove obftruc- 
tions of the Javer and {pleen, and 
alfo cures the piles, and the gout, 
&e. ‘The olive produces oil, which 
is Not only excellent to eat, but 
otherwite ufeful for the compound- 
ing ot omtments f1). The wood of 
the olive Uce moreover 1s good for 
Cleaning the tecth, preventing their 
flewime rotten, and giving a good 
odour to the mouth; for which 
reaton the prophets, and) Mohammed 


my particular, made ule of no other - 


for tooth-picks (2°. 

Some. however, fuppote that thefe 
words do not mean the fruits or trees 
above-mentioned, but) two moun. 
tains in the holy Jand, wheie they 
giow an plenty; or elie the temple 
ef Damaicus aud that at Jerufalem 


"p This territory of fecurity ] Viz. 
The tenitory of Mecca (gq Thefe 


(1) Al Brinawi. Al ZaAMann. 
VPauva, Al Bripawi, Jarnaa. 
(5) V. Maxxac. an loc. p. 8oy. 


words feem to argue the chapter to 
have heen revealed there. 

9 We created man of a moft excel- 
lent fabric; afterwards we rendered 
him the vileft of the vile.] i. eas 
the commentators generally expound 
this paffage, We created man of 
comely proportionof body, and great 
perte€tion of mind; and yet we have 
doomed him, in cale of difobedience, 
to be an inhabitant of hell. Some, 
however, underfland the words ot 
the vigorous conftitution of man in 
the prime and ftrength of his age, 
and of his muiferable decay when he 
beromes old and decripit: but they 
{ecm rather to intimate the perfect 
flate of happinels wherein man was 
orginally created, and his fall from 
thence, im coniequence of Adam's 
dilubedience, toa ftate of mifery in 
this world, and becoming liable to 
one infinitely more mifcrable in the 
nent (3! 

* What fhall caufe thee to deny the 
day of judgment after this?) Sore 
{uppole thele words direéted to Mo- 
haummed, and others to man in gee 
neral, by way ot apoitrophe. 


(2) Al ZaAMAKi. (3. Idem, 
“g, See the Pacdim. Dill seét. IV. 
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CHAP. XCVI. 


Intitled, Congealed Blood; revealed at 
Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


EAD, in the name of thy Lorp, who hath 
created all things; who hath created man of 
congealed blood'. Read, by thy moft beneficent 
Lorn’; who taught the ufe of the pen; who teach- 
eth man that which he knowcth not. Affuredly. 
Verily man becometh infolent, becaufe he fecth him- 
felf abound inriches*. Verily unto thy Lorop fhall 
be the return of all. What thinkeft thou as to him 
who forbiddeth our fervant, when he prayeth ”*? 
What thinkeft thou; ifhe follow the right dircétion, 
or command piety? What thinkelt thou; if he ac- 
cufe the divine revelations of falf{chood, and turn his 
back? Doth he not know that Gon feeth? Affuredly. 
Verily, if he forbear not, we will drag him by the 
forelock*, the lying, finful forelock. And Ict him 


* The firft five serles of this chap- 
; with the words, Who 
tuaghtiman that which he knew not, 
are senetaay allowed to be dhe firtt 
pailace of the Koran which was te- 
vealed 5 though fome give this honous 
to the tee ~ ie per, and others ta 
the firtt, the neat, they fay, beng the 
68:h) 
© Ot cousealed blood} All men 
bors created of thik or concreted 
tia vd 2, except only of Adain, 
bye, ard fetus a 
BY Read. by thy mo ben Scent 
Lore Jo Thefe words, contaauns a 
reopet.uomot the cummand, are up. 
poied ta be a icply to Mohanmed, 
whe, anantwerts the former words 
fpuxen by the anvel, had de lured 
fiat he could not read, bewng pete 
Rctiv watesate 5 and intimate a pru- 


(3, dee chap. avs. p. 166. 


Ii 4 


(2, Yorvs "3, Al Bseoswe. 


mife that Gop, who had inlpired man 
with the art of writing, would gra- 
ciuufly remedy this dete€t ir him (3). 

“ Vernly man becometh aintolent, 
&c. | “Phe commentators agri 
maunny part of the chapte: to have 
been revealed againtt Abu Jahl, Mo- 
humimed's great adverlary. 

*He who forbiddeth our fervant 
when he prayeth J For Abul Jah, 
threatened, that af he catched Mo- 
hamssned an the att of adoration, he 
Would fet hus toot on las ucck : 
but when he came, and faw hiin in 
thet polture, he fuddenly tamed back 
asanoa faaght; and bemy afked what 
was the matter, faid, ‘Phere was a 
ditch of fire between himielfand Mo- 
hamuned. and a teruble appearanc of 
trogp.. to delend him fal. 

PSe chap. xi p 25 nut & 
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call hiscouncil? to his affiftance: we alfo will call the 


infernal guards to caft him into hell. 


Affuredly, 


Obey him not: but continue to adore GOD; and 


draw nigh unto him. 


® Let him cal] his council. | 1. €. 
The council or affembly of the prin- 


cipal Meccans, the far greater part of 
whom adhered to Abu Jah. 


CHAP. XCVIIL 


Intitled, AL Kapr; where it was revealed is 
difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ERILY we fent down the Koran in the night 


of au Kapr*. 


And what fhall make thee 


underftand how excellent the night of av Kapr is? 
The night of av Kapr jis better than a thoufand 


months. 
fpirit Gasriet alfo, by 


Therein do the angels defcend, and the 


the permiffion of their 


Ionp, with his decrees concerning every matter’. 
It is peace, until the rifing of the morn. 


® The night of al Kadr ] The word 
al Kadr fizmfies power, and honour 
or dignity, idalfo the divine decree; 
and the meh as fo named either from 
Ms evcelicnc above all other nights 
in the vear, or becaufe, as the Mo- 
hammedans leheve, the divine de- 
erees for the enfuing year are an- 
Dually on th ght med and fettled, 
or taken from the pteferved table by 
Gon’'s thong, and piven to the angels 
to be cvecuted yai On this night 
Mohammed recenved his tift revelae 
tions: when the Koran, jay. the com- 
mentators, was dent duwn fiom the 


afurelaid table, entire and in one 
(x) Sce chap xhv. p.363. 0 (2° A 


volume, to the loweft heaven, from 
whence Gabriel revealed it to Mos 
hammed by parcels, as occafion ree 
quired. 

The Moflem doétors are not agreed 
where to fix the night of al Kadr : 
the gicater part are of opimon that it 
isune of the ten laft mights of Ra- 
madan, and, as is commonly be- 
heved. the 7th of thote nights, reckon- 
ing hackwards; by which means it 
will fall between the 23d and 2gth 
days of that month (2). 

b See the preceding note, and chap. 


xuv. p. 363, 


1 Zamax. Al Bhipawr, Janzar. 
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CHAP. XCVII. 


Intitled, The Evidence‘; where it was re- 
vealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


H E unbelievers among thofe to whom the 

fcriptures were given, and among the idola- 
ters, did not ftaggcr*, until the clear evidence* had 
come unto them: an apoftle from Gop, rehearfing 
unto them pure books of revelations; wherein are 
contained right difcourfes. Neither were they unto 
whom the {criptures were given divided among 
themfelves, until after the clear evidence had come 
unto them’. And they were commanded no other 
in the [criptures than to worfhip Gop, exhibiting 
unto him the pure religion, and being orthodox ; 
and to be cunftant at prayer, and to give alms®: and 
this is the right religion. Verily thofe who believe 
not, among thofe who have received the {criptures, 
and among the idolaters, fhall be caft into the fire 
of hell, to remain therein for ever. Thefe are the 
worlt of creatures. But they who believe, and do 


hammed, or the Koran. 


© Some intitle this chapter, from 
f Wee not divided among them- 


the fiitt words, Did not. 


¢ Dd not ftagger ] 1 e. Did not 
waver waetheir religion, or in) their 
Prom cs to fullow the truth, when en 
apoit.. fhouid oome unto them. For 
the ¢ ntmenteturs pretend that before 
the appearance of Mohammed, the 
Jeas and Chr.flrans, as well as the 
vorfh.ppers ot idols, unansmoully 
beuacved and expeéted the coming ot 
that prophet, unul which time they 
Geclared they would perfevere in their 
repieerse fel:izions, and then would 
tigw him; but when he came, they 
re-cetcdl hin through envy /1° 

* The clea evidence. | viz Moe 


(4) Idem. 


- Idem, 


felves, until after the clear evidence 
had come unto them. | But when the 
promiled apoftle was fent, and the 
truth became manifeft to them, the 
withftood the clearelt conviction, ate 
fering from one another in thet opie 
nions; dome believing and acknow- 
ledging Muhammed to be the prophet 
foretold! in the icriptures, and others 
denying at '2). 

t They were commanded no other 
than to worlhip Gon, &c.} But thefe 
divine precepts in the law and the 
yofpel have they corrupted, changed, 
and vivlated {3}. 


(3} Idem. 


good 
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good works; thefe are the beft of creatures: their 
reward with their Lorn fhall be gardens of perpe- 
tual abode, through which rivers flow; they fhall 
remain thercin for ever. Gop will be well pleafed 
in them; and they fhall be well pleafed in him. 
This is prepared for him who fhall fear his Lorp. 


CHAP. XCIX. 


Intitled, The Earthquake; where it was 
revealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


W HEN the earth fhall be fhaken by an earth- 
quake"; and the carth fhall caft forth her 
burthens'; and a man fhall fay, What aileth her? 
On that day the earth fhall declare her tidings, for 
that thy Lorp will infpire her*. On that day men 
fhall go forward in diftin& claffes, that they may 
behold their works. And whoever fhall have wrought 
good of the weight of an ant’, fhall behold the fame. 
And whoever fhall have wrought cvil of the weight 
of an ant, fhall behold the fame. 


B When the earth fhall be fhaken, 
&c.] This earthquake will happen at 
the firft, or, as others fay, at the fe- 
eond biaft of the trumpet (1), 

t Its burthens.] viz The treafures 
and dead bodies within it (3). 

* The earth fhall declare her tidings, 
&c.] i.e. Will intorm all creatures 
of the occafion of her trembling, and 


(:) Al Zamaxn. Al Bripaws. 
(2, See chap. Ixxxiv. p. 48g. 
Seft. IV. p. 126. 


cafting forth her treafures and her 
dead, by the circumftances which 
fhall immediately attend them. Some 
fay, the earth will. at the lait day, be 
miraculoufly enabled to fpeak, and 
will give evidence of the actions of 
her inhabitants (3). 

- ' See chap, iv. p. 102. not.’ 


See the Prelim. Difce. Se€t IV. p. 109. 
(3) Al Berpawa. See the Prelim. Diic. 
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CHAP. C. 


Intitled, The War-Horfes, which run fwiftly; 
where it was revealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the war-horfes which run fwiftly to the battle, 

with a panting noife; and by thofe which {trike 
fire, by dafhing their hoofs again{t the ftones; and 
by thofe which make a fudden incurfion on the ene- 
my carly in the morning, and therein raife the duft, 
and therein pafs through the midft of the adverfe 
troops™: verily man is ungrateful unto his Lorn; 
and heis witnefs thereof: and he is immoderatc in the 
love of worldly good. Doth he not know, there- 
fore, when that which isin the graves fhall be taken 
forth, and that which is in mens’ breafts fhall be 
brought to light, that their Lorn will, on that day, 
be fully informed concerning them? 


m™ By the war-herfes which run parts of the oath of the human foul 
fwiftly, &c.] Some sill have at that (2); but thei explications fen a 
not horfes, but the camels which went — litule forced, and theretore I choole 
to the batde of Bedr, re meant inthis. to omut then, 
paflage {1} Other nterpret all the 


(2) Yanyvalex trad. Ali Ebon Abi Taleb. (2) Al Berpaws. 


CHAP. CI. 
Intitled, The Striking; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HE ftriking"! What is the ftriking? And 
what fhall make thee to underftand how ter- 
rible the ftriking will be? On that day men fhall be 


® Th. fluking.] This isone ofthe — becaufe it will frike the hearts of all 
Rames OF cpathets given tu the lait day, creatures with terran (1). 


(s) Idem, Jaccan. 


like 
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like moths fcattered abroad, andthe mountains fhall 
become like carded wool of various colours driven 
by the wind. Moreover he whofe balance fhall be 
heavy with good works, fhall lead a pleafing life: 
but as to him whofe balance fhall be light, his dwel- 
ling fhall be the pit of hell°. What fhall make thee 
to underftand how frightful the pit of hell is? It is 
a burning fire. 


© The pit of hell.] The original eft dungcon of hell, and properly fig- 
word Hawiyat isthe name ofthelow- _nifics a deep pit orgulf, 


CHAP. CI. 


Intitled The emulous Defire of multiplying; 
where it was revealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


blige emulous defire of multiplying riches and 
children employeth you, until ye vifit the 
graves’. By no means fhould ye thus employ your 
time: hereafter fhall ye know your folly. Again, 
By no means: hereafter fhall ye know your folly. 
By nomeans: if ye knew the confequence hereof 
with certainty of knowledge, ye would not aé& thus. 
Verily ye thal] fee hell: again, ye fhall furely fee it 
with the cye of certainty. Then fhall ye be exa- 
mined on that day, concerning the pleafures with 
which ye have amufed yourfelves in this life. 


P Theemulous defire of multiply- ef the two families were the more nu- 
ing riches and children employeth merous; and it being found, on cal- 
you, unul ye vifit the erie i.e. culation, that the children of Abd 
Until ye dic. According to the expo- = Menaf exceeded thofe of Sahm, the 
fition of fome commentators, the words Sahmites faid that their numbers had 
fhould be rendered thus; The con- been much diminifhed by wars in the 
tending orvying in numbers wholly — time of ignorance, and infifted that the 
employeth you, fo that ye vifiteven dead, as well as the living, fhould be 
the graves, to number the dead: ta taken into the account; and by this 
explain which, they relate that there = way of reckoning they were found to 
‘was a great difpute and contention be- be more than the defcendants of Abd 
tween the defcendants of Abd Menaf Menat (3). 
and the defeendants of Sahm, which 


(3) Al Zamaxn. Al Berpaws, Jazat. 
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CHAP. CII. 
Intitled, The Afternoon; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the afternoon’; verily manemployeth himlelf 

in that which will prove of lofs: except thofe 
who believe, and do that which is right; and who 
mutually recommend the truth, and mutually re- 
commend perfeverancc to each other. 


pointed times of prayer. The original 
word alfo fignifies, The age, or time 
in general. 


9 By the afternoon.] Or the time 
from the fun’s declination to his fet- 
Ung; which is one of the five ap- 


CHAP. CIV. 
Intitled, The Slanderer; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


O unto every flanderer, and backbiter’: who 

heapeth up riches, and preparcth the fame 
for the time to come! He thinkcth that his riches 
will render him immortal. Byno means. He fhall 
furely be caft into ar Hotama‘’. And what fhall 
caufe thee to underftand what at Hotama is? It is 
the kindled fire of Gon'; which fhall mount above 
the hearts of thofe who fhall be caft therein. Verily 
it fhall be as an arched vault above them, on co- 
lumns of vaft extent. 


* Wo unto every flanderer and 
backbiter, &c.] This paffage 1s faid to 
have been revealed againft al Akhnas 
Ebn Shoretk, or al Walid Ebn al 
Mogheira, or Ommeyya Ebn Khalf, 
who were all guilty of flandering 
others, and efpecially the prophet ‘1). 

* Al Hotama } Is one of the names 


(2 Al Zavakn. Al Bgrpaws. [vena 


(3, Al Baivawi 


Sect. IV, p. 223. 


of hell, or the name of one of its 
apartments (2); whichis fo called be- 
caufe at will break in piccea whatever 
fhall be thrown into it. 

© Itasthe kindled fire of Gop ] 
And theretore fhall not be extinguulh- 
ed by any (33). 


(2) See the Prem Duafe 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. CV. 


Intitled, The Elephant; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AST thou not feen how thy Lorp dealt with 


the maflers of the elephant"? 


* How thy Lorn dealt with the 
mafters of the elephant.] This chapter 
Felates to the following picce of hifto- 
ry, which is famous among the Arabs, 
Abraha Ebn al Sabah, furnamed al 
Afhram, i. e. The Slit-nofed king or 
viceroy of Yaman, who was an Ethi- 
opian (1), and ofthe Chriftian religion, 
having built a magnificent church at 
Sanda, with a defign to draw the 
Arabs to go in pilgrimage thither, in- 
Read of viliting the temple of Mecca, 
the Korerth, obferving the devotion 
and concourfe of the pilgrims at the 
Caaba began confiderably to diminifh, 
fent one Nofail, as he is named b 
fome, of the tribe of Kenanah, who 
getting into the aforelaid church by 
night, defilid the altarand walls there- 
of with hisexcrements, At this pro- 
fanation Abraha being highly incenfed, 
wowed the deftruétion of the Caaba, 
and accordingly {et out againft Mecca 
at the head of a confiderable army, 
wherein were feveral elephants, which 
he had obtained of the king of Ethi- 
opia, their number being, as {ome fay, 
thiiteen, though others mention but 
one. The Meccans, at the approach 
of fo confiderable a hofl, retired to 
the neighbouring mountains, being 
unable to defind their city or temple: 
but Gop himlelf undertook the pio- 
tection of both, For when Abraha 
drew near to Mecca, and would have 
entered it, the elephant on which he 
rode, which was a very latye one, 
and named Mahmud, retufed to ad- 


(1) Seethe Prelim, Dife. p. 13, 14. 
See Pain. Life of Mah. p. 63, &c. and 
D’Hexser. Bibl. Onenut. Art. Abrahal 


Jariar. Age's. Hilt. Gen. &c. 


Did he not 
make 


vance any nigher to the town, but 
knelt down whenever they endeavour- 
ed to force him that way, though he 
would rife and march brifkly enough 
if they turned him towards any other 

uarter: and while matters were in 
this pofture, ona fudden alarge flock 
of birds, like fwallows, came flying 
from the fea coaft, every one of which 
carried three ftones, one in each foot, 
and one in its bill; and thefe flones 
they threw down upon the heads of 
Abraha’s men, certainly killing every 
one they ftruck. Then Gon {ent a 
flood, which {wept the dead bodies, 
and fome of thole who had not been 
ftruck by the flones, into the fea: the 
reft fled towards Yaman, but perifhed 
by the way; none of them reaching 
Sanaa, except only Abraha himielt, 
who died foon after his arrival there, 
being flruck with a fort of plague o1 
putrefaction, {o that his body opened, 
and his limbs rotted off by piece- 
meal. It isfaid that one of Abraha’s 
army, named Abu Yafcum, efcaped 
over the Red Sea into Ethiopia, and 
going direttly to the king, told him 
the tragical Nory; and upon = that 
prince’s afking him what fort of birds 


“they were, that had occafioned fuch a 


deftru€tion, the man pointed to one 
of them, which had followed him all 
the way, and was as that time hover- 
ing direétly over his head, when ime 
mediately the bird let fallthe ftone, and 
ftruck him dead at the king’s feet (2}. 
This remarkable defeat ot Abraha 


(2) AlZamaxn. Al Bripaw:, 


happencd 
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make their treacherous defign an occafion of draw- 
ing them into error; and fend againft them flocks of 
birds, which caft down upon them ftones of baked 


happened the very year Mohammed 
was born ; and as this chapter was re- 
vealed before the Hejra, and within 
fifty-four years, at leaft, after it came 
to pals, when feveral perlons, who 
could have dete€led the lie, had Mo- 
hammed forged this ftory out of his 
own head, were alive, it feems as if 
there was really omething extraordi- 
nary inthe matter, which mught, by 
adding fome circumflances, have been 
worked up intoa miracicto his hands. 
Mariaccs (1) judges the whole to be 
either afable, or elle afeat of fome 
evil fpirits, of which he gives a pa- 
rallel inflance, as he thinks, in the 
range defeat of Brennus, when he 
was marching to attack the tetnple of 
Apollo at Delphi (2). Dr. Prideaux 
dieétly charges Mohammed with 
coining this naracle, notwithftanding 
he might have been fo eafily dil- 
roved, and fuppofes, without any 
Seneca that this chapter might 
not have been publifhed till Othman's 
edition of the Koran (3), which was 
many vears after, when all might be 
dead who could remember any thing 
of the above-mentioned war (4). But 
Mohammed had no occafion to coin 
fuch a miracle himiclf, to vain the 
temple of Mecca any greater venera- 
tion: the Meccany were but too fu. 
rerftitioufly fond of it, and obliged 
ion againft his inclination, and ori- 
final defign, to make it the chief 
place of his new invented worthip. 
Icannot, however, but obferve Dr. 
Prideaux’s partiality on this occafion, 
compared with the favourable re- 
ception he gives to the ftory of the 
maitacuious overthrow of Brennus and 
his army, which he concludes an the 


(2) Refut. in Alcor. p. 823. 
p- 25. and the authors ibe 

ig, Paco. Lite of Mah 
wud 


oO 
r= 


following words: ‘* Thus was Gop 
“ pleated in a very extraordinary 
*‘ manner to exccute his vengeance 
upon thole facrilegious wretches for 
the fake of religion in general, 
how falfe and idolatrous foever 
that particular religion was, for 
which that temple at Delphos 
was ereted /5).”” If it be ane 
{wered, that the Gauls believed the 
religion to the devotions of which that 
temple was confecrated to be true, 
(though that be not certain,) and there- 
fore itwas an impiety in themto offer 
violence to it; whereas Abraha ac- 
knowledged not the holinefs of the 
Caaba, or the worfhip there prac- 
tiled; I reply, That the do@or, on 
occafion of Cambyfis being killed b 

awound he accidentally received in 
the fame part of the body where he 
had before mortally wounded — the 
Apis, or bull, worthipped by the 
Eyyptians, whole religion and wor. 
fhip that prince moft certainly be. 
lieved to be falfe and fuperflitions, 
makes the fame refleétion; © The 
“© Eeyptians (fays he} reckoned this 
** as an e{pecial judgment from liea- 
“ven upon him four that faét, and 
perchance they were not much out 
init: for it feldom happening in 
an affront given to any modeof wore 
fhip, how erroncous {oever it may 
be, but that religion is in general 
wounded hereby, there are many 11 
flances in hiftory, wherein Gov 
hath very fignally punithed the 
profanations of religion in the 
worft of times, and under the 
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(2) Sec Pato. Conneftion, Part. 11, Book I. 
re quoted, (3) See the Prelim. Dife Se@. TIL. p. Ga. 
p 63.64. (5) Pein. Connection, in the place above 
(6, Ibid. Part 1. Book ILD. p. 173. 
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clay”; and render them like the leaves of corn eaten 


by cattle? 


~ Stones of baked clay.] Thefe 
flones were of the famekind with thofe 
which the Sodomites were deftroy- 
(1), and were no bigger than 
vetches, though they fell with fuch 


force as to pierce the helmet and the 
man through, paffing out at his funda. 
ment. It is {aid alfo, that on each ftone 
was written the name of him who was 
to be flain by it. 


(3) See chap. xi. p. 29. 


CHAP. CVI. 


Intitled Koreisu; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


OR the uniting of the tribe of Koreisn*; their 
uniting in fending forth the caravan of merchants 
and purveyors’ in winter and fummer: let them 
ferve the Lorn of this houfe; who fupplieth them 


* For the uniting of the Korcifh.] 
Some connc@ thefe words with the 
following, and fuppofe the natural 
order to be, Let them ferve the Lorp 
of this houfe, for the uniting, &c. 
Others conne& them with the laft 
words of the preceding chapter, and 
take the meaning to be, that Gov had 
fo deftroyed the army of Abraha, for 
the uniting of the Koreifh, &c. And 
the lafl opinion 1s confirmed by one 
copy, mentioned by al Beidawi, 
wherein this and the preceding make 
but one chapter. It may not be amifs 
to obferve, that the tribe of Ko- 
reifh, the moft noble among all the 
the Arabians, and of which was Mo- 
hammed himlelf, were the pofterity 
of Fehr, furnamed Koreifh, the fon of 


(3) V. Gacnrirr. Viede Mah. t. 1. p. 44, & 46. 
Dilc. p. §. (3) Al Zaman. Jarcat. Al Beipaws. 


Malec, the fon of al Nadr, who was 
defcended in a right line from I{- 
mael, Some writers fay that al Nadr 
bore the furname of Koreifh ; but the 
more received opinion is, that it was 
his grandfon Fehr, who was fo called 
becaufe of his intrepid boldnefs, the 
word being a diminutive of Karhh, 
which is the name of a fea-monfter, 
very ftrong and daring; though there 
be other reafons given for its impofi- 
tion (1). 

y Their uniting in fending forth the 
caravan, &c. | It was Hafhem, the great 
grandfather of Mohammed, who firft 
appointed the two yearly caravans, 
here mentioned (2); one of which fet 
out in the winter for Yaman, and the 
other in f{ummer for Syria (). 


(a) See the Prelim 
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with food againft hunger’, and hath rendered them 


fecure from fear*. 


© Who fupplicth them with food 
againft hunger.] By means of the 
aforefaid caravans of purveyors; or, 
Who tupplied them with food in 
time of a famine, which thofe of 
Mecca had fulfered (1). 


* And hath rendered them {ecure 
from fear ] By delivering them from 
Abraha and his troops; or, by mak- 
ing the territory of Mecca a place of 
fecurity. 


(1) Al ZAmaAKH. JALzat. Al Berpaws. 


CHAP. CVI. 


Intitled, Neceflaries; where it was revealed is 
difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HAT thinkeft thou of him who denieth the 
future judgment as a falfehood? It is he who 
pufheth away the orphan’; and ftirreth not up others 


to feed the poor. 


Wa be unto thofe who pray, and 


who are negligent attheir prayer; who play the hypo- 
crites, and deny neceffaries* to the needy. 


® Who pufheth away the orphan ] 
The perfon here intended, accordin 
to jome, was Abu Jahl, who turne 
away an orphan, to whom he was 
guardian, and who came tu him 
naked, and afked for tome relief out 
of hisown money. Some fay it was 
Abu Sofian, who having killed a ca- 
mel, when an orphan begged a piece 
ot the flefh, beat him away with his 
fat; and others think it was al Wa- 
Hd Ebn al Mogheira, &c. 

* Neceffaries.] The original word, 


VOL. Il. kK 


al Maan, properly fignifies utenfils, 
or whatever 1s of neceffary ule, asa 
hatchet, a pot, a difh, and a necdle; 
to which fome add a bucket, and 
a hand-mill; or, according to a tra= 
dition of Ayefha, fire, water, and 
falt; and this fignification it bore in 
the time of ignorance: but fince the 
eftablifhment of the Mohammedan 
religion, the word has been ufed to 
denote alms, either legal or volun- 
tary; which feems to be the true 
incaning in this place. 


k CHAP. 
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CHAP. CVIII. 


Intitled, ar CAWTHAR; revealed at Mecca‘, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ERILY we have given thee av Cawruar’. 
\ Whercfore pray unto thy Lorn; and flay the 


victims‘. 


childlefs*. 


@ There are fome, however, who 
think it to have been revealed at 
Medina. 

© Al Cawthar.] This word fig- 
nifies abundance, efpecially of good, 
and thence the gift of wifdom and 
prophecy, the Koran, the ofhce cf 
snterceffor, &e Or it may impl 
abundance of children, followers, an 
the like. It is generally, however, 
expounded of a river in paradife of 
that name, whence the water is de- 
tived into Mohammed’s pond, of 
which the blefled are to drink before 
their admifhion into that pe (3). 
According to a tradition of the pro- 
phet’s, this river, wheiein his Loan 

romifed him abundant good, 1s 
weeter than honey, whiter than milk, 
cooler than fnow, and fmoother than 
cream; its banks are of chryfolites, 
and the veffcls to drink thereout, of 
filver; and thole who drink of it 
fhal} never thirft (2). 

Euthymius Zigabenus (3), inftcad 
ef Cauthar, reading Canthar, fupe 
poies the word to have the fame 
Gpnification in Arabic as in Greek, 
and tranflates the two frit verfes ot 


(1) See the Prelim. Dif’ Se&. FV. p. 


JALLALO’sDIN, &e. 
Satacenic. p. 29. 


Verily he who hateth thee fhall be 


the chapter thus: “Hurts dedaxapdy 
Tos Tov xavIapov’ xy EvERs cps TOP 
xUpiov oH, x, OPaEo. i.e. We have 
given thee the beetle; wherefore 
pray unto thy Lorn, and flay it; and 
then he cries out, O wonderful and 
magnificent facrifice, worthy of the 
legiflature ! 

* Pray unto thy Lorn, and fly 
the vidtims.] Which are to be fa- 
erificed, at the pilgrimage. in the 
valley of Mina. AI Beidawi exe 
plains the worcs thus: Pray with fere 
vency and intenfe devotion, not out 
of hypocrify; and flay the fatted 
camels and oxen, and diftibuie the 
flefh among the poor: for he fays 
this chapter is the counterpart of the 
preceding, exhorting to thofe virtues 
which are oppofite to the vices there 
condemned. 

® He who hateth thee fhall be child- 
lefs.] Thefe words weie revealed 
againtt al As Ebn Waycl, who, on 
the death of al Kaiem, Mohammed's 
fon, called that prophet Abtar, which 
fignifies one who has no childien, or 
pofterity (4). 


126, (2) Al Bripawr, 


(4) } (3) In Panopia dogmat. inter. SypBURGIS 
4) JALLALO'DLYIN. 
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CHAP. CIX. 


Intitled, The Unbelievers; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AY: O unbelievers", I will not worfhip that 
which ye worfhip; nor will ye worfhip that 
which I worfhip. Neither do I worfhip that which 
ye worfhip; neither do ye worfhip that which I 


worfhip. 


ligion. 


» O unbelievers, &c.J] It is faid 
that certainaf the Koreifh once pro- 
poted to Mohammed, that if he would 
worfhip their gods for a year, they 


Ye have your religion, and I my re- 


would worfhip his Gop for the fame 
fpaceof time; upon which this chap- 
ter was revealed f1). 


(1) Jacuar, Al Berpawte. 


CHAP. CX. 


Intitled, Affiftance; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the affiftance of Gop fhall come, and 
the viétory'; and thou fhalt fee the people 
enter into the religion of Gop by troops*: cclebrate 


t When the affiftance of Gop hall 
come, and the victory.] i.e. When 
Gop fhall caufe thee to prevail over thy 
enemies, and thou fhalt take the city 
of Mecca. 

* And thou halt {ee the people enter 
into the religion of Gop by troops. ] 


Which happened in the ninth year of 
the Hejra, when Mohammed, havin 
made himfelf mafter of Mecca, an 
obliged the Koreifh to {ubmit to him, 
the rcft of the Arabs came into him in 
great numbers, and profefled Iflam 


(2). 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. Se&. II. p. 73. 


Kke 


the 


1 Celebrate the praife of thy Lorn, 
&c.] Moft of the commentators agree 
this chapter to have been revealed be- 
fore the taking of Mecca. and {uppofe 
jt gave Mohammed warning of his 
death; for they fay that when he read 
it, al Abbas wept; and being afked 
by the prophet, what was the reafon 
of his weeping, aniwered, Becaufe it 


biddcth thee to prepare for death; to 


which Mohammed replied, It is as 
thou fayeft (1). And hence, adds Jal- 
lalo’ddin, after the revelation of this 
chapter, the prophet was more fre- 
quent in praifing and afking pardon of 
Gop; becauie he thereby knew that 
his end approached: for Mecca was 
taken inthe 8th year of the Hejra, 
and he died in the beginnmg of the 
10th. 


(1) Al Berpawr. 


CHAP. CXI. 


Intitled, ABu LAnEB; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HE hands of Anu Lanes fhall perifh™, and 


he fhall perifh’. 


m The hands of Abu Laheb fhall 
penth.} Abu Laheb was the furname 
of Abd’al Uvza, one of the fons of 
Abd’alinotallebh, and uncle to Mo- 
hammed. He was a mo8 bitter enemy 
to his nephew, and oppofed the efta- 
blifhment of his new religion to the 
utmoit of his power. When that pro- 

het, in obedience to the command 
Fe had received to admouifh his near 
relations (1), had called them all to- 
gcther, and told them that he was a 
warner fent unto them betore a griev- 
ous chaftifement, Abu Laheb cried 
out, Mayeft thou penfh! haft thou 
called us together for this? and took 
up a {tone to cait at hin. Whereupon 
this pailage was revealed (2). 

By the hands of Abu Laheb, fome 
commentators, by a fynecdoche, un- 
deritand his perfon; others, by a me- 
tonymy, his affairs in general, they 


His riches fhall not profit 
him,’ neither that which he hath gained’. 


He fhall 


being tranfaéted with thofe members; 
or his hopes in this world, and the 
next. 

» And he fhall perifth.] He died 
of grief and vexation at the defeat his 
friends had received at Bedr, {ure 
viving that misfortune but feven days 
(3) ‘They add, that his corpfe was 
Jeft above ground three days, till it 
ftank, and then fome negroes were 
hired to bury him (4). 

* His mches fhall not profit him, 
&c.} Andaccordingly his great pof- 


-fefons, and the rank and efteem in 


which he lived at Mecca, were of no 
fervice to him, nor could protect him 
aganft the vengeance of Gon. Al 
Beidawi mertions allo the lofs of his 
fon Otha, who was torn to pieces by 
a lion. mthe wav to Syria, though 
furrounded by the whole caravan. 


(3) See the Prelim. Dife. Se&. II. p. 56,59 2) Al Berpawi, Jarzar,&c 


$3) Agu'hr.vit Moh p. 57 


(4) Al Brivaws. 


go 
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and his 


wife alfo’, bearing wood', having on her neck a 
cord of twifted fibres of a palm-tree. 


P Flaming fire.] Arab. nar dhat 
laheb; alluding to the furname of 
Abu Laheb, which fignifies the Father 
of flames. 

Y His wife.] Her name was Omm 
Jemil: the was the daughter of Harb, 
and fifter of Abu Sofan. 


t Bearing wood.] For fuel in hell; 
becaufe the fomented the hatred which 
her hufband bore to Mohammed; or, 
bearing a bundle of thorns and bram- 
bles, becaufe fhe carried fuch, and 
ftrewed them by night in the prophet’s 
way (1). 


(1) Al Berpaws, JALLAL. 


CHAP. CXII. 


Intitled, The Declaration of Gon’s Unity’; 
where it was revealed is difputed, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


AY, GOD is one Gop; the eternal Gon: he 
begetteth not, neither is he begotten: and there 
Is not any one like unto him. 


* This chapter is held ia particular 
vencranion by die Mohammedans, and 
Cece, by a tred:ton of ther pro. 
pet. te pe equal m= value to a third 
partuf the whoe Kusan, It is fad 


to have been sevealed in anfwer to the 
Korth, who afked Mohammed cote 
cerning the diffinguifhing attributes 
of the Gop he invited them to wore 
fhip (33. 


(1) Idem. 


CHAP. CXIIL. 


Intitled, The Day-break; where it was revealed 
is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AY, I fly for refuge unto the Lorp of the day- 
break ‘, that he may deliver me from the mifchief 


* The day-break.] The original 
word propely fignfies a cleaving, 
K 


k 3 


of 


and denotes, fays al Beidawi, the 
production of all things an general, 
: from 
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of thofe things which he hath created’, and from 
the mifchief of the night, when it cometh on”, and 
from the mifchief of women blowing on knots*; 
and from the mifchief of the envious, when he 


env:eth. 


from the darknefs of privation to the 
light of exiftence, and cfpecially of 
thofe things which proceed from 
others, as iprings, rain, plants, chil- 
dren, &c, and hence it is uled more 
to fignify the breaking 
orth of the light from darknefs, 
which is a moft wonderful :iflance 
of the divine power. 

“ From the mifchief of thofe things 
which he hath create 1.] i.e. From 
the mifchiets proceeding either from 
othe pervericnefs and evil choice of 
thofe beings which have a power to 
choofe, or the natural efic€s of ne- 
ceffary agents, as fire, porfon, 8c. 
the world beimg good in the whole, 
though evils may follow from thofe 
two canis ‘3). 

Ww From the mifchief of the night, 
when it cometh on.] Or, as the 
words may be rendered, From the 
mifchief of the moon, when fhe is 
echpfed. 

* From the mifchief of women 
blowing on knots.) That 1s, of 
witches, who ufed to tie knots ina 
cord, and to blow on them, utter- 
wwg at the fame time certain magical 


(3) Al Brinawr. 


words over them, in order to work 
on, or debilitate the perfon they had 
a mind to injure. This was a come 
mon praétice in former days (2). 
What they call in France Nouér |’e- 
guillette, and the knots which the 
wizards in the northern parts tie, when 
they fell mariners a wind, (if the flo- 
ries told of them be true;) are alfo 
relics of the fame fuperftition. 

The commentators relate, that Lo- 
beid, a Jew, with the affiftance.of his 
daughters, bewitched Mohammed, b 
tving eleven knots on a cord, ainich 
they hid in a well; whereupon Mo- 
hammed falling il, Gon revealed 
this chapter and the following, and 
Gabriel acquainted him with the ufe 
he was to make of them, and of the 
place where the coid was hidden; ac- 
caiding to whofe dire€tions the pro. 
phet fent Ali to fetch the cord, and 
the fame being brought, he repeated 
the two chapters over it, and at every 
verfe (for they confift of eleven) a knot 
was loofed, till, on finifhing the Jaft 
words, he was entirely freed from the 
charm (3). 


(2) V. Verein. in Pharmaccutnia, 


(3) Al Bexrpawi, JALLALO’DDIN. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXIV. 


Intitled, Men; where it was revealed is 
difputed ’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AY, I fly for refuge unto the Lorp of men, the 

king of men, the Gop of men, that he may de- 
liver me from the mifchief of the whifperer who flyly 
withdraweth *, who whifpereth evil fuggeftions into 
the breafts of men; from genii and men. 


draweth.] i. e. The devil; who 
fame oceion, andat the fame time, withdraweth when a man mentione 
with the former, eth Gop, or hath recousfe to his pro- 


* The whiperer who flyly with teétion. 


Y This chapter was revealed on the 
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TABLE 


OF THE 


Principal Matters contained 1n the Second Volume of 
the Koran, and the Notes thereon. 


A 


ARON, vid. Mofes. 
Abda’llah Ebn Obba So- 
hil, the hypocnite, admired for 

his perfon and eloquence 
439 ne 
—— threacens to drive Moham- 
med from Medina 440 
raifes and inflames a fean- 
dalous flory of Ayefha 188, 
189 n. 
—— is prefent at an interview 
between Mohammed and _ his 
adverf{uries 270 Ne 
occations a quarrel 389 n. 
promites to allilt the Nadi- 
rites, but fals them 429 Nn. 
Abda’llah Ebn Omm Machim, a 
blind man, occalions a palfage 
of the Koran 482n. 
Abda’llah Ebn Rawaha, rebukes 
Ebi. Obba 389 n. 
Abdailah Ebn Salam, fuppoled 
tw have atiiled in compofing 
the Koran 89 1, 
——- confound - {by Dr. Prdeaux 
with Salman une Perfiun gon. 
Abd Mercf, a dipute between 
his defcendants and the Sah- 








mites 508 n. 
Abel, his ram facrificed by Abra- 
ham 3izn. 


Abraha al Afhram, king of Ya- 
man, his expedition againft 
Mecca; the occafion and fuc- 


cefs thereof 510, &c. ne 


Abraham, demolifhes the idols 
of the Chaldeans 157, 158 

preaches to his people 24 

—— efcapes the fire into whic 
he was thrown by Nimrod’s 
order 1 


59 
his praying for his father 











432 
entertains the angels 2.9, 


—— receives the promife of 
Ifaac ibid. 
—— his facrifice of his fon 319 
—— praifes God for Ifimae] and 
Ifaac 67 
Ad, a potent tribe of Arabs, de- 
flroyed for their infidelity 180, 
215 345» 3732 374) a~~s 
= 494, 495 
Adam, traditions concerning his 
creation 970. 474 n. 
worfhipped by the angels 
71,104, 120, 324 
Adoption creates no matrimonial 
nnprdiment 270 
Adveriaries, the difpute of two 
terminated by David 319 
Ahmed, the name under which 
Mohamined was foretold by 
Chrift 436 
Al Ahkaf, the habitation of the 
ani : 370 
Al Akhnas, a rite 459 Nn. 
Alexander, viz. Thu'lkarnete’ 
Ali, the abftinence and charity of 
him and his family 475 De 
Allat, an idol of the Koreifh 402 
Alms 





A TABLE, &c. 


Alms recommended 418, 425 
Amer and Arbad, attempt to kill 
Mohammed, and their punifh- 
ment 56 n. 
Ammar Ebn Yafer, tortured by 
the Koreifh on account of his 
faith gin. 
Amru Ebn Lohai, the great in- 
troducer of idolatry among the 


Arabs 4n. 
Anam, the name of Lokman’s 
fon 263 


Angels, their original 323 
worlhip Adam, vid. Adam 
—— impeccable 120 n. 
of different forms and or- 
ders 295 
not the objefls of worfhip 
197 

——— the number of them whieh 
{upportGop’s throne 457 
-are deputed to take an ac- 
count of mens’ a€tions =. 392 
fome of them appointed to 
take the fouls of men 480 
—— to prefide over hell, and 


to keep guard againft the de- 














vils 470 
—— believed by the Arabs to be 
daughters of God 82, &c. 


—— appear to Abraham and Lot 
~j, 28, 396 

Animals, created of water 196 
Ants, the vallev of 222 
their quecn’s fprech to them 
on the approach of Soloinon’s 
army ibid. 
Apollles, two of them {ent to 
preach at Antioch 301 
Arabians. their cufloms im rela- 








tion to divorce 270 Nn. 

to adoption 271 Nn. 
—— in burying their daughters 
alive 484 


their fuperftitions in rela- 
tion to eating 199 
deem the birth of a daugh- 
ter a misfortune 82 


Arbad, vid. Amer. 








Al Arem, (the inundation of) 289 
Al As Ebn Wayel, an enemy of 
Mohammed 75 0. 196 
Afaf; Solomon’s vizir 225 n. 
Afhadd (Abu’l) his extraordinary 
ftrength 497 n. 
Afia, the wife of Pharaoh, mar- 
tyred by her hufband for believ- 
ing in Mofes 449 n. 


—— js taken alive into paradife 





ibid. 

one of the four perfeét wo- 

men ibid. 
Aflam 82 n. 


Al Afwad Ebn Abd Yaghath, al 
Afwad Ebn al Motalleb, two 
of Mohammed’s enemies 75 n. 

Ayefha, Mohammed's wife; the 


flory of her accufation 188, 

189 n. 

Azrail, a ftory of him and Solo- 

mon 266 n. 
B. 

AAL, the chief idol of the 

Chaldeans 147M. 

Babel, the tower of, deflroyed 

"8 Ne 


Backhiting, vid. flander 
Bakhinafr. vid. Nebuchadnezzar 
Balkis, queen of Saba, vifits Solo- 
mon, and her reception — 226 
herlegs hany 226, 227 n. 
marries Solomon ibid, 
Al Bazzakh, what 185 n. 
Becr (Abu) bears teflimony to the 
truth of Mohammed's journey 














to heaven 103 Nn. 
his wager with Obba Ebn 
Khalf 253 Ne 
purchafes Belal 493 n- 


Bees, made ufc of as a fimilitude 
8 

Believers, the fincere ones, ie 
fcribed 178 
Benjamin, fon of Jacub 46, &c. 
Buds, omens taken fiom them 
98 n. 

Blefled, 
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Bleffed, their future happinefs de- 

fcribed 306, 361 
Boheira, the monk go n. 
Burden, every foul to bear its 





own 297 
C, 
AAB Ebnal Afhraf, a Jew, 
Mohammed’s _ inveterate 
encmy 6o n. 
flain by his means ibid. 
427 Nn. 


Caab Ebn Afad, perfuades the 
Jews in league with Moham- 
roed to defert him 276n. 

Al Caaba, appointed for a place 
of worfhip 169 

Cafiir, a fountain in paradife 474 

Caleb, vid. Jofhua 

Camels, an inflance of Gop’s 
wi{dom 493 

—— appointed for facrifice 172 

Canaan, an unbelieving fon of 
Noah 23 

caravans of purveyors fent 
out by the Koreilh 512 

Cattle, ther ule 342, 343 

Al Cawthar, 4 river in paradife 
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474 





Chanty, recommended 
Chrift, vid. Jefus 

Chriftians, vid, Jews 

Collars to be worn by the unbe- 
heversin the life to come = 5 

Commandments given the Jews 

110N. 

Congealed blood, the matter of 
which man ts created 503 

Creanon, fome account of it 

344) 345 

Crimes to be punifhed oa death 


100 
D. 


AVID, kills Goliah 96 n. 
hi is extraordinary de- 
votion 318 
the birds and mountains fing 
praifes with him 287 








Dav ae ail breaft-plates 161 


ntance for mn 

the ae fe of Uriah 
his and Sa s ing 
°o 


ment 1 
Days, appointed to commento- 
rate God 170 
Devil, vid. Eblis. 
Devils, the patrons of unbelievers 


219 











were permitted to enter all 
the feven heavens tll the birth 
of Chnift 


70 n. 
Dhu’lkarn-in, who he was 124 ne 
builds a wall to prevent the 
incurfions of Gog and Magog 
126, &c. 
Dhu’lkefl, the prophet, opinions 
concerning hin 162, 163 n. 
faves a hundred Ifraelites 
from flaughter g22n. 
Dhu'lniin, vid. Jonas. 
Dhu Nowas, king of Yaman, a 
Jew, perfecutes the Chriftians 








490 
Difputes to be carried on with 

muldnefs 250 
Ditch, (War of the) 272, &. 


Divorce, law concerning it oe 


281, 4 
Al Dordh, the celeftial model 4s 
the Caaba 398 n. 


Dying perfons, what part of the 
Koran is uiually read to them 


BOO Ne 
E. 


ARTH, itscreation 9344 
is kept fleady by the 
mountains 77, 262 
Earthquake, a fign of the ap- 
proach of the lalt day 506 
Eblis refufes to worfhip Adam at 
God’s command, and why 
71, 104, 120, dc. 

Edris, fuppofed to be the fame 
with Enoch 134 
Education makes a man an infi- 
del 257 
Elephant (War of the) 510 
Elias, 
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Elias, vid. al Khedr. 
Enoch, vid. Edris. 
Entering into houfes and apart- 
ments abruptly forbidden 191 
198 
Efop, vid. Lokman, 
Eve, vid. Adam. 
Examination of the fepulchre 


379 
Exhortation to the worfhip of God 





336 
toa good life 32, 33 
F. 
pay , muft accompany good 
works 18 


the reward of thofe who fight 
fort = 97s 377s 435» &e. 
apoffates from it to be put 
to death 100 
Famine, affliéts the Meccans 182 
ceafes at Mohammed's in- 
tercefhon 64 
Fatema, Mohammed's daughter, 
one of the four perfect women 














449". 
her chanty 474n. 
Figs. ther virtues o2n, 


Fire, the manner of {lriking it in 
the Eafl 307 n. 
Flood, vid. Noah, 
Food, what kinds are forbidden 
: 93- 199 
Forgivenefs, to whom it belongs 
278 
Al Forkan, one of the navie-of 


the Koran 





£01 n. 

Formication forbidden 100 
us punifhment 187 
Fountain of molten brafs flows for 
Solomon 288 
Fountains of paradife 49§ 487 
Friday, fet apart by Mohammed 


for public worlhip, and why 
438 n. 

Fugitives for the fake of religion, 
fhall be provided for a re- 
warded 195 


G. 


Oe appears twice to 
Mo in his proper 
form 401 

appears to the virgin Mary, 
and caufes her to conceive 130 

—— the duft of his horfe’s feet 

animate the golden calf 147 

EE to affift Mo. 
hammed againft the Koreifh 
75 Me 

orders Mohammed to go 
againfl the Koradhites 276n. 

Garden (flory ofthe) 4353, 454 

Geni, fome of them converted on 
hearing the Koran 464 

Gop, proofs of his exiflence 











256 

—— his omniprefence afferted 
; ; 424 

—— his omnipotence 418 





his power and providence 
confpicuous in his works’ 16, 
_ 867, 476) 477 

—— his omnifcience  aflert 
286, 287, 349 
—— knoweth the fecrets of mens’ 
hearts 230 
and of futurity 465 
five things known to him 
alone 266 n. 
his goodnefs fet forth a, 
771 40-4: 409 
the author of all good 88 
his word, laws, and fen- 
tence unalterable 257:393 
his mercy fet forth 208, 
241; 353: 493 
—— the only giver of victory 























254 
—— his promife to the righteous 
261 

~———— his throne 16 
raife-worthy 86, 492 


—— hath no iffue 10, 184, 315 
nor fimilitude 261, 325 
—— relled not the feventh day 

through wearinefs 394 


Goo, 





A TABLE, &c. 


Gon, his worfhip recommended 
394 

——— his fear recommended 6 
Gog and Magog 126, 164 

Goliah, vid. Jalut. 

Good works, who fhall be re- 
decmed by them Al7N. 
Gofpel, vid. Jefus. 
Greaves (Mr.) a miftake of his 
495 0. 

Greeks, overcome the Perfians 


254 
Gudarz, the name of Nebuchad- 


nezzar 96 n. 
H. 

ABIB, his martyrdom, 

g02 n. 

Haman, Pharaoh’s chief minifter 

33> 238 


2 
Hamza, his body abufed 94 n. 
Handha Ebn Safwan, a prophet 
173 Nn. 205 Nn. 
Haretha (Banu) reproached by 
Mohammed for flying in battle 


274 

Hateb Ebn Abi Baltaa, fends a 
letter, difcosenny Muhammed's 
defign againft Mecca, which 


Is mmtercepied 431 n. 
Al Hlawivat, the name of an 
apartment in hell 508n. 


Heavens, the Mohammedan be- 
hef concerning them =. 178 rn, 
guarded by angels, 463, 
464 
—— heaven and earth manifeft 
God's wifdom 1535 154 
~—— will fail at the lafl dav 176 
Mio Hejr. che habiation of the 
Thamiadites 
Jel} torments definbed 





69 

169, 

| 415. 477 
—— the portion of unbelievers 
18 

—— prepared fur thofe who 
choofe the pomp of this life 
ibid. 

wm fhall not hurt the believers 
136 Ne 


Hell will be dragged towards 
God’s tribunal at the laft day 





496n, 

and will then be filled 

an 393 1 

Al Hodeibiya, the expedition 
thither 382, &c. 


Honey. an excellent medicine 84 

Al! Hotama, the name of an apart- 
ment in hell 509 

Hud. See Ad 

Hufband. See Divorce, Wives, 
Marriage, &c. 


Hypocrites defcribed 


J. 


ACOB, grows blind by weep- 
ing for the lofs of Jooph 49 
recovers his fight by means 
of Jofeph's garment, and gues 
into Egypt 50 
Jahl (Abu) a great enemy of Mo- 
hammed 167 n. 
—— his injuffice to an orphan 
513 n. 

—— terrificd, feeing Moham- 
med at prayers 5293 
Jalut, or Goliah, fent againft the 
Mraehtes 96 n. 
Al Jaffafa, the beaft which will 
uppear at the approach of the 
lait day 230 I. 
Jawwas Ebn Omeyya — 984 1. 
Idolaters compared to brutes 206 
Idols, their inlignificancy 174, 
258, 2g! 

will appear as witnelfes 
agatn{l ther worfkippers 5 
- worlhipped by the ante. 
ciluvians 462 
Jeses, fends two of his difciples 
to Anuoch, to work miracles 
301, 302 

an apoftle only 360 
——= Various Opinions concern- 
ing him 132, 
will defcend on earth be- 
fore the refurre€tion, and kill 
anuchrift, &c. 360, 361 
Jethro, 


439, &c. 

















A TABLE, &e. 


Jethro, vid. Shoaib. 

Jews, vid. Ifraelites. 

—— difpute with the Moham- 
medans concerning God’s fa- 
vour 169n. 

Ishiz, a fort of food ufed by the 
Arabs in time of {carcity181 1. 

Illiyyan, the meaning of the word 


487 n. 
Ilyafin, who gi4 n. 
Immodefly condemned 192 
ImpoRure charged on all the pro- 


hets 180, 181 
Inkidels, would have believed, had 


the Koran been revealed to fome 








great man 358 
have fome notion of a fu- 

ture flate 220 
their blafphemy 316 


Injury, to forgive the fame is 
meritorious 354 
Jeb, his flory 162, 322 
John, his murder revenged on 
the Jews by Nebuchadnezzar 97 
—— the miracle of his blood 





ibid n. 

Jonas, his lory 13, 31.4, 315; 
455 

called Dhu’lnin 163 
Jofeph, his flory, 94, &c. 


Journey, Mohammed’s, to heaven 

95 
Trem, the city of Ad 495 
Iron, its ufefulnefs 421 
fome utenfils of that metal 


brought by Adam down from 





paradife ibid. 
{aac promifed 27 
his birth Ibid. 





Iflam, the only religion tll the 

death of Abel 3, 4 
I{meel, vid. Abraham 

Ifraelites, God's goodnefs to them 

368 

———— their tranfgreflion 96 

V. Jews 

Judgment (day of} defcribed 203, 

398, 405) 406; 456; 4575 

483 


Judgment, the figns of its ap- 
proach 166 n. 378, 483 
will come inevitably 413 
Judi (Al) the mountain whereon 
Noah’s ark refted 20 
Juft and unjuft, the difference 
between them 352 





K. 


AITZ ADR, the name of the 
night on which the Ko- 
ran came down from heaven 


04 

Karin (or Corah) his flory si 
fearful end 242, &c. 

Keys of knowledge (the five) 

266 n. 

Khadijah, Mohammed’s wife, one 

of the four perfeft women 
449 0. 

Khaibar, the expedition thither 

8gn. 

Khaled Ebn al Walid, dee chine 
the idol of al Uzza ge29 n. 

drives Acrema and his 
men into Mecca 385 n. 

Khantala, vid. Handha. 

Khawla bint Thalaba, her cafe 
occafions a paflage of the Ko- 
ran 422 

Khazraj, vid. Aws, 

Al Khedr, the prophet, his ad- 
ventures with Mofes 122, &c. 

Khobaib, his martyrdom 1. 

Khozaa, (the tribe of) held the 
angels to be the daughters of 
God 1540. 

Kitfir, Jofeph’s mafter 38 n. 

Kobeis (Abu) a mountain near 
Mecca, whence Abraham pro- 
claimed the pilgrimage 170 n. 

Koran, the fignification of the 
word 34 Ne 

by whom compofed 89 n. 

og asia years in 

completin 2040. 

: could not be Soapeted 

by any befides God 6 














Koran, 


A TABLE, &c. 


Koran, men and genu defied to 
produce a chapter like it 7, 








108 
no forgery 458 
its excellency 244, 348 





confonant to fcripture 18, 
239 

—— contains al] things nece{- 
{ary 7 
traduced by the unbeliev- 








ers 201 
as a piece of forcery - 
—— as a pectical comnpofition 
306 


as a pack of fables 229 
—— the fentence of thofe who 
believe not in it 362 
—— when revealed 363 
—— not lable tu corruption 15 
- ought not to be touched by 

the unclean 416 


Koreidha, (tribe of) their deftruc- 





tion 276 n. 
Koreifh, (the tribe of) their nobi- 
lity 512 





demand miracles of Mo- 
hammed Ra 
threaten him for abufing 








their gods Q2¢ 
propound three quefhions 
to him 108 





fome of them attempt to 


hill tum, bute are ftruck blind 


301 
———— perfecute Mohammed’s 
followers 80 





plagued with famines 84 n. 
and feveraldifeafes 75 
make a truce with Mo- 








hammed 386 
violate the truce, and lofe 
Mecca 381 


L. 
AHEB (Abu) Mohammed's 


uncle, and bitter enemy 
516n, 

———— his and his wife’s punifh- 
ment 517 


Lapwing, gives Solomon an ac- 
count of the city of Saba 229, 
carries a letter from hin 
to the queen 224 
her fagacity in finding 
223 Ne 








water 
Laft day, vid. Judgment. 
Laws relating to divorce, vid. 
Divorce. 
to murder, vid. Murder, &c. 
Leg made bare, the meaning of 
that expreflion 455 Me 
Leith (Banu) thought it unlawful 
toeat alone 199 n. 
Lokman, his hiflory 262, &c, 
whether the fame with 











Efop ibid. n. 
Lot, his flory 28, 73, 228 
his wife's infidelity 450 
Lote-tree in heaven 402 
M. 
vo its inhabitants 
dcRroyed 217 Ne 


Magog, vid. Gog. 
Malec, the principal angel who 





has the charge of hell 362 
Man, his wonderful formation 
: 325 

created various ways 166 





ought to be thankful for the 
good things of this life 307 
his ingratitude to God 757 
his prefumption in under- 
taking to fulhl the laws of 
God 285 
why deftroyed 33 
Marriage, Mohammed’s privileges 














as to marriage 281, &c. 
aptto diftrafta man from 
his duty 442 


Martyrs, the fufferings of two 
Mohammedans gin. 
Mary, (the virgin) her flory 129, 


Ce 
one of the four perfeét wo- 
men 449 2. 


Mafid 





A TABLE, &c. 


Mafiid (Ebn) a tradition of his in 
relation to Pharaoh = 939 n. 
Meafure, ought to bejuft 486 
Meccans, their idolatry and fu- 
perftitions aia 252 
———— imagined their idols inter- 
ceded for them with God 1 
reproached for their ingra- 
titude 65 
threatened with deftruétion 
ve __345 
——— applied indecent circum- 
{tances to God 83 n. 
chaflifed with famine and 
{word 183 n. 391 n. 
promifed rain on their em- 














bracing Iflam 464 n. 
Mendah, an idol of the Meccans 
402 

Meflah, one of the accufers of 
Ayefha 191 n. 


Midian, vid. Madian. 
Milk, its produfton wonderful 


83 

Miracles required of Mohammed 
58 n. 108 

Moon, {plit in funder 405 
Mohamined, foretold by Curist 
435. 436 

—— expefted by Jews and 
Chniffians 505n. 
fent at forty years of age 





gn. 

—— complaincd of by the Koreifh 

tohis uncle Abu Taleb 317 n. 

his revelations ridiculed by 

the Meccans ss 4n. 
- his journey toheaven = g 

gains rasa rofelytes of fhe 

genii by reading the Koran 

375 Ne 

e—— fent as a mercy to all crea- 
tures 16 

excufes his inability to cae 

miracles 55 

- his promife to thofe who fly 

for rehynon 251 n. 

—— foretels the viftory at Bedr 

208 n. 

———— foretels the battle of the 

Ditch 275 











Mohammed, the fear of his men 


-at that battle 274 
——— his men {wear fidelity to 
him at al Hodeibiya = 984 n. 
—— his generofity 385 


~—— makes a truce with the Ko. 


reifh for ten years 385 
86 a 





a confpiracy to kill him 
goin, 
is almoft prevailed on b 
the Jews to go into Synia 
106 n. 
his wives demand a better 
allowance, on which he offers 
them a divorce 276 
they choofe to ftay with him, 
and he lays down fome rules for 
their behaviour ibid. 
the Jews reproach him on 
account of the number of his 
wives 60 n. 
his privileges in that and 
fome other refpefts 281, &c. 
his divorced wives or wi- 
dows not to marry again 283 
his amour with Mary, an 
Egyptian flave 445, &c. n. 
utters blafphemy through 





























inadvertence 174 ne 
no revelation vouchfafed 
him for feveral days 116, 


500 n 
enjoined to admonifh his 


people 399 
—_—— his near relation to the be- 
lievers 271 

demands refpe&t and bedi. 

















ence from them 201, 202, 

_ 425 

put out of conceit with 

= 445 n 
fires nothing for his pains 

in preaching 207 
acknowledges himfelf a fin- 

ner 378 
—-—— commanded to pray by night 
465 

——— refufes to eat with an inf- 
del 203 ne 


A TABLE, &c. 


Orphans, not to be injured 500 
Offtrich’s egg, a fine woman’s ikin 
to it 10 
Othmin Ebn Affan, fent by Mo- 
hammed to the Koreifh, is 
imprifoned 384 n. 
Othman Ebn Matiin, his conver- 
fion occafioned by a paflage of 
the Koran 87 n. 
Oven, whence the firlt waters of 
the deluge poured forth gop. 


P. 
poe 65, 85, 117, 
195: 319) 328. 

Paraclete, the Mohammedan wae 


nion concerning the perfon 


thercby meant 436 n. 
Paradife defcribed 59) 377 
411, &c. 

Parents, to be honoured 99, 373 
——— make their children infidels 
: 257 
Patience, recommended 340 


——— the fign of a truc believer 
: 347s 375 

Pen, with which God's decrees 
are written 458 
Periecutors, their fentence 490 
Perfians, overcome by the Greeks 
253 n. 

Peter (St.) his fratagem to con- 
vert thofe of Antioch goe n. 
Pharaoh, his flory 11, é&c. 232, 





&c. 337, &e. 
a punifhment ufed by him 
° 318 


——— his prefumption 359,. 360 
Pilgrimage to Mecca, direttions 


conceming tt 170, &c. 
Poets cenfured 219 
Pomp of this life, of no value 

240 


Pol » vide Marriage. 
Rac Aaa ie eee 
151, 250, 256, &c. 
em direftions concerning 1106, 
107, 111 


~———— before reading the Koran8g 


Prayer, for the penitent 

Predeflination _— 234 

Pride, abominable in the fight of 
Gop 101 

Prideaux (Dr.) charges the Mo. 
ham a 


medans with cruelty, with. 


out foundation 427n. 
——— confounds Salman with Ab- 
d’allah Ebn Salam go n. 


—— his partiality as to the ftory 

of Abraha’s overthrow 511 n. 
—— mifled by Erpenius 427 n. 
miiquotes a paflage of the 


Koran 








445 0. 
miftaken in afferting Mo- 
hammed might marry his nieces 
281 n. 

Prodigality, a crime 99 0. 
Prophets, rejefted and perfecuted 
before Mohammed ” 


Profperity or adverfity, no mark 
of Gon’s favour or disfavour 


496 
Q. 
UARRELS, between the 


true believers to be com- 


ache 389 
Qutetifm, Mohammedans no 
firangers toit 496, 497 0. 


R. 


Al AKIM, what 112 
Al Rafs, various opinions 
concerning it 205 
Religion, what is the right 505 
fighting for it commanded 
and encouraged 172, 435 
——— divided into various feéts 





181 

Refurrection aflerted 102, 392, 
472, 489 

we defcribed 185, 991, 992 
——- the figns of its approach 
472 

—— its time known to id 
alone 267 
Revenge allowed 175 


Riches, 


A TABLE, &c. 


Ziches will not gain a man ad- 


‘ffion into paradife 293 
Beak employ gine whole life 
508 


: , their reward 5, 24 
Righteous 5» 2 BB 


reli- 


Rites, appointed in every 
; 176 


on 
3 Ss. 


AAD EbnAbiWakk3s 246n. 
Saad Ebn Moadh dooms 
the Koradhites to deftruftion 
276 ne 

Saba, queen of, vid. Balkis. 


Saba. the wickednefs of his pof- 
terity, and their iar 
209 

Safiya bint Hoyai, one of Mo- 
hammed’s wives 389 n. 
Al Sahira, une of the names of 
hell 480 n. 


Sakhar, a devil, gets Solomon’s 
fignet, and reigus in his ftead 
321 Nn. 

—— his punifhment ibid. 


Salch, the prophet, his flory 216, 


V. Thamiid. 
Salfabil, a fountain in paradife 


475 

Al! Samer, the maker of the gol- 
den calf, who 146n. 
Sarah, wife of Abraham, her 


launching 27 
Seyjin, what 486 n. 
Sennachenb 9g6n 


Separation ‘the day of) a name 


of the day of judgment 366 
Serab, what 195 n. 
Sergius, the monk ne 


Sheddad, fon of Ad, makes a 
garden in imitation of paradife 

| 495 Me 
——— is deftroyed in going to view 
it 7 ibid, 
Shoaib, the prophet, his flory 30 
Al Sijil, the angel who takes an 
_account of mens’ actions 165 
Sirius, or the dog-flar, wor- 
thipped by the old Arabs 404 





&c. 227 


y 
_ Swine’s flefh, vid. Food. 


Slaves, how to be treated 194 
(women) not to be com- 
pelled to proftitute themfelves 


ibid. 
Slander forbidden 389 
the punifhment of thofe who 





flander the prophets 509 
Sleepers (the Keven) their flory 
112, &c. 

Smoke, which will precede the 
day of judgment 364 
Sodom and Gomorrah deftroyed 


29 

Sofiin (Abu) embraces Moham- 
medifm on the taking of Mecca 
432 n. 

expoftulates with Moham- 
189 n. 

Sohail Ebn Amru, treats with 
Mohammed on behalf of the 
Koreifh 385 n. 
Solomon fucceeds David 229 
his power over the winds 
161, got 

—— his and David’s judgment 
160 

——— his manner of travelling 








22 
what paffed between hiss 
and the queen of Saba ibid, &c. 
orders feveral of his 
horfes to be killed, becaufe 
they had diverted him from his 
prayers 320 
——— isdeprived of his fignet and 
his kingdom for fome days 
; gz. n. 
—— his death concealed for a 
year, and in what manner 288 
Soul, the origin of it 108 
Spoils, laws concerning their di- 
vifion, 428 
Stars, darted at the devils 70 
Stnking, an epithet of the laft 
day 5°7 
Supererogation 106 
Sun ‘and moun, not to be wor- 
thipped 347 
Swearer (a common) not to be 
obeyed 452 


TASNIM, 








CTA BLE, dc. 


ay Oe 
TTasniit a fount i ne 


Temple of Niece, vid. cane’? 
—— of Jerafelem, built iby gen 


Thakif bor tribe of) is 
— pera e 


iemad ihe tribe of ) their | hone 


“vy Sak 173, 180, 345 

S 

Throne, will be borne by’ eight 
nee on the day of judg- 


457 

oak celebrates the praife of 
God 56 
Tobba (the people of) sails 


Toleihah, the falfe prophet eae 
Towa, the val ex Mofes faw 

the burning ‘bufh 480 
True believers, who are fuch 1978 
Trumpet, will found at the laf 


. ay. 281, 333 
ARIETY. of languages and 
V complexions hard to be 
accounted for 256 n. 
Unbelievers defcribed 292 
—— their fentence 328, 367 
Unity of God afferted 5°7 


Unrighteoufnefs, punithed 5 
Ulury forbidden 258 
Al Uzza, an idol of, the Meccans 
gt 402 

Al ALID Ebrial Moghei- 

=“ ra, @ ds enemy of 
: a rd 
458 Ne 





Wot againft infidels, commanded 
recommended 376, &c, 
Weight to be juft 489 
om, laws concerning it 


J 187 
Wicked, their fentence 


10, 49, 
477) 4 
— See Unbelievers, ar 
Winds, their ufe 259 
———— fubje&tto Solomon 162, 341 
Witchcraft ufed againft Mohan. 
med 


08 
‘Women, fome diretions for thee 
condué& 192, 38 
the punifliment of th 
who falfely accufe them of in- 
continence. 188, 192 
—— thofe who come over from 


the enemy how to be dealt with 
438 


AIX? AMAMA, its inhabi- 
tants a warlike people 


3 
Al Ses the on theeoct 


flay their 153 n 
se icae) Tefroyed by Ne. 


buchadnezzar ibid, 
Yathreb, the ancient name of 
Medina 


273 


AI"Y ACAT, vid, Alms. 
‘Zacharias, praying for 
a fon, is promifed John 128 
Al Zakkiim, the tree of hell = 


Zeid, the hufband of Zeinab is 
flory 

the only perfon of Motam. 

"5 companions named in 
the Koran ibid. 

Zeinah, her marriage with Mo- 
hammed 





—— has his nofe flit ibid n. tbid. 
—— his profperity and decay 489 Zenjebil, a ftream in paredife 
—— hires another to bear the Zoleikha, Jolegh’s mile 475. 
ilt of bi apoltacy 403 n. Oicph’s 
——— his - 750 & 4 
Al Walid Ebn Okba 388 
FINIS. 
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